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CHAPTER  I. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  CITY  OF  PITTSBURGH, 

PASSED  MARCH  18TH,  1816, 

AND  THE  SUPPLEMENTS  THERETO. 

CONTEIVTS. 


Bounc^aiiesof  the  City Sec.  1 

Powers  and  Privileges, ib 

Election  of  Counoilmen,.^ 2 

Councils  to  examine  election  returns, 3 

Councilinen  to  be  under  oath 4 

Power  vested  in  Cunncilsto  make  laws,  ..      5 
Ordinances  to  be  published  and  recorded,..     6 

Doots  of  Councils  to  be  open, 7 

Powers  of  Aldermen, 8 

Duties  of  Mayor,  &c 9 

Mayor,  &c.,  removeable  from  office .0 

Supplied,  (relates to  May.  r's  Court,)..  11  &  12 
Mayor  or  Recorder  may  issue  writs  of  Ca- 
pias to  Slierift' of  any  county, 13 

Constables  may  serve  process  m  any  part  of 

the  county 14 

Mayor  may  issue  Subpcsiia  lo  any  persoTi 

within  the  State, 15.  16 

Sheriff  to  expcute  process,  &c., 

Supplied,  (relates  to  Mayor's  Court,) 17 

Jurisdiciion  of  Aldermen 18 

Supplied 19,20  &  21 

Mayor,  &c.,  to  have  power  to  acknowledge 

deeds. 
Mayor  may  license 


ACT  OF  1.5th  APRIL,  1835. 
Councils  may  confer  the  power  on  Mayor 

and  Aldermen  to  collect  fines, 1 

Powers  of  Aldertnen.  &c .'.'.     ^ 

See  Orphan  Asylum  for  Sec 8 

Forremaiiiiiiu  See's  see  Streets 

ACT   OF  1st  APRIL,  1836. 

Mayor  to  have  the  same    power  exercissd 
i       by  him  previous  to  26diDecember,  1833, 

I       except    in  civil  cases '.     i 

\  Obsolete, ji 

ACT   OF  16th  JUNE'isse. 

Cases  wherein  the  City  is  interested  to  be 

j       tried  in  the  District  Court 6 

\  Certificate  of  the  Judge,  of  the  5th  Judicial 

(       District  to  be  evidence, ^ 

\  Parties  may  appeal g 

\  Act  of  16th  JUNE,  IS^fi.' 

)  Land  adjoining  Pittsburgh  made  a  CityDis- 

>  trict, 3 

^  Boniidarieg  and  description ., .     if, 

>  Court  to  appoint  Commissioners, 4 

\  Vacancies,  how  filled ;{, 

5252  ')  Comniissionerg  to  appoint  Surveyor  5 

Brokers 23       Plan  to  be  filed  &c r 


Councils  may  vest  power  in  Mayor  to  ap 


pomt 


officers, 24   \  Payof°Co 


Hearing  of  obje,ctions, \\y 


mmissionerc 


Incompatibility 25 

Property  vested  in  the  Corporation 26   i 

Accounts  to  be  nublished 27 

ACT  OF  10th  MARCH,  1817. 

Repealed  (Mayors' court,) 1   \ 

Jurisdiction  of  Aldermen  extended 2  i 

Repealed  (Mayor's  court,) 3  \ 

Repealed  (Recorder's  salary,) 4 

Recorder  may  issue  writs  of  Habeas  Cor- 
pus   5 

No  Sheriff  to  hold  the  office  of  Aldermaa 

or  Justice  of  the  Peace 6 

ACT  OF  9th  APRIL,  1833,  REPEALED. 
1,  2,  3  &  4,  Relates  to  Lancaster  and  York. 

Repealed,  (relates  to  election  of  Mayor,)..  5 

Councilmen  not  eligible 6 

,3upplied, 7 

Manner  of  electing  Councilmen, 8 

Repealing  clause 9 

ACT  OF  26th  DECEMBER,  1833. 

City  divided  into  4  Wards, 1 

Election  of  Councilmen, 2 

Election  of  Mayor, 3 

Duties  of  Mayor, ib 

Oath  of  Office ib 

'Vacancies,  how  hlled, ib 

Alterations  of  the  Act  of  18th  March,  1816,  4 

Repealing  clause 5  ' 


Other  expenses,  how  paid , ,     jb 

How  to  be  received  into  the  city g 

For  See's  9  &  10  see    Streets 

City  to  be  divide!  into  four  Wards U 

Sections  not  received  into  the  city 12 

ACT  OF  1st  MARCH,  1837. 
Northern   Liberties  incorporated  into   the 

c'ly.---- .• 1 

Names  of  the    Wards 2 

Justic-s  to  be  Aldermen 3 

Boundaries  of  the  city  extended, 4 

Commissioners  to  be  appointed 5 

Certain  sections  of  former  act  made  part 

of  this, g 

Repealing  clause, 7 

ACT  OF  1st  APRIL,  las':.""* 

Preamble  relative  to  the  settlement  of  the 

aflairs  of  5th  Ward;  Rights,  &c.,  of  5th 

Ward  vested  in  the  city 12 

Power  of  the  city  to  finish  t^e  business  al- 
ready begun, 13 

Councils  to  fix  the  time  and  place  of  elect 

ing  Overseers  of  the  Poor 14 

ACT  OF  11th  APRIL,  1799. 
Citizens  competent  witnesses  to  prove  a 

breach  of  city  ordinance, 1 

Court,  Aldermen,   &,c.,  competent  to  try 
breaches  of  city  ordinances 3 


Sect.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met* 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of    the  same.  That  the  inhabi- 
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tants  of  the  borough  of  Pittsburgh,  in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  as  the  same 
extends  and  is  incorporated,^  between  the  rivers  Allegheny  and  Monon- 
gahela,  and  also  to  the  middle  of  said  rivers,  and  as  far  down  the  river 
Ohio,  to  such  a  point  in  the  same,  at  which  two  lines,  one  running  down  the 
middle  of  each  of  the  said  two  first  mentioned  rivers,  shall  intersect,  which  is 
hereby  added  to  and  incorporated  with  the  original  boundaries  of  said  bor- 
ough, are  hereby  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  by  the  name 
and  style  of  "77ie  Mayor,  Mdermen,  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh"  and 
by  the  same  name  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  they  and  their  suc- 
cessors, by  such  name,  shall,  at  all  times  forever,  be  able  and  capable,  in 
law,  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess  and  enjoy  lands,  tenements  and 
hereditaments,  liberties,  franchise  and  jurisdictions,  goods,  chatties  and  ef- 
fects, to  them  and  their  successors  forever,  or  for  any  other  or  less  estate, 
and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels  and  effects, 
by  such  name,  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  convey,  mortgage,  pledge, 
charge  and  encumber,  or  demise  and  dispose  of  at  their  will  and  pleasure, 
and  by  the  said  name  shall  be  able  and  capable,  in  law,  to  sue  or  be  sued, 
plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend  and  be  de- 
fended, in  all  courts  of  record  and  elsewhere,  in  all  manner  of  suits,  ac- 
tions, complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matters  and  things  that  to  the  said  city,  as 
a  body  politic  and  corporate,  in  law  and  in  fact,  shall  and  may  appertain, 
and  for  that  purpose  shall  have  and  use  one  common  seal,  and  the  same 
from  time  to  time  may  change,  alter,  deface  and  make  anew. 

II.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
freemen  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  citizens  of  this  state  or  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  resided  within  the  bounds  of  the  said  city  at  least  one 
year  immediately  preceding  the  election,  and  ^vithin  that  time  paid  a  bor- 
ough or  city  tax,  shall  meet  together  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  July  next, 
and  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January  yearly  thereafter,  and  elect,  by  ballot, 
fifteen  persons,  qualified  to  serve  as  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  this  commonwealth,  to  be  members  of  the  common  council  for  the 
said  city  for  the  year  in  which  they  shall  be  elected,  and  also  at  the  first 
election,  nine  persons  qualified  to  serve  as  senators  of  this  commonwealth, 
to  be  members  of  the  select  council  of  the  said  city,  who  shall  forthwith, 
after  their  election,  divide  themselves  by  lot  into  three  classes,  the  seats  of 
the  first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year,  of  the  sec- 
ond class  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  and  of  the  third  class  at 
the  expiration  of  the  third  year,  so  that  one  third  may  be  chosen  every  year, 
after  such  first  election :  and  the  first  election  to  be  held  under  this  act, 
shall  be  held  and  conducted  by  the  burgess  and  town  council  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Pittsburgh,  and  all  future  elections  of  select  and  common  council 

1  The  town  of  Pittsburgh  was  first  incorporated  into  a  borough,  on  the  23d  day  of  April,  1794; 
^see  Carey  and  TSinren  s  edition  of  the  Laws,  vol.  4,  pages  421-24,  and  Smith's  edition  of  the  Laws, 
vol.  3,  chap.  n60;J  ihis  act  was  repealed  and  supplied  by  the  act  of  the  5th  of  March,  1S02,  (see 
Smith's  Laws,  vol.  i,  p  144.)  which  act  is  printed  at  large,  in  the  7th  vol.  of  Biorves  edition  of 
the  Laws,  paces  263-7.  By  the  first  section  of  this  act  the  extent  and  bounds  of  the  corporation 
are  declared  to  be  the  same  as  the  original  law,  to  wit :  "Beginning  at  the  point  or  confluence 
of  the  rivers  Allegheny  and  Monongahela,  and  running  up  the  north-east  breach  of  the  said  river 
Monongahela,  south  fifty -seven  degrees,  east  thirty-nine  perches,  to  Short  St.;  thence  south  sixty- 
four  degrees,  east  two  hundred  and  seven  perches,  to  Grant  st.;  thence  south  seventy-tour  decrees, 
east  forty-nine  perches,  to  the  mouth  of  Suke's  run;  thence  north  thirty  degrees^  east  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  perche~,  to  a  post  in  Andrew  Watson's  field;  thence  north  nineteen  degrees,  west 
one  hundred  and  fifty  perches,  to  the  river  Allegheny;  thence  down  the  said  river  Allegheny, 
south  seventy-one  degrees,  west  three  hundred  and  fifteen  perches:  to  the  place  of  beginning." 
The  present  act  extends  the  boundaries  of  the  City  ''to  the  middle  of  each  of  the  rivers  Alleghe- 
ny and  Monongahela,  and  as  far  down  the  Ohio  river,  to  such  a  point  in  the  same,  at  which  two 
lines,  one  running  Hnwn  the  middle  of  each  of  the  said  two  first  mentioned  rivers,  shall  intersect. 
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men,  to  be  had  and  held  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  held  and  con- 
ducted by  the  recorder  and  aldermen  of  the  said  city,  or  any  four  of  them; 
and  the  said  persons  hereby  authorized  to  hold  and  conduct  any  such  election, 
shall  take  the  usual  oaths  or  affirmations  as  prescribed  by  the  general  elec- 
tion laws  of  this  commonwealth,  to  be  taken  by  the  Judges  and  inspectors 
of  the  general  elections,  and  shall  have  power  to  appoint  clerks  of  such 
elections,  and  to  administer  the  necessary  oaths  to  such  clerks  :  And  when 
each  election,  to  be  had  and  held  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  closed, 
and  the  nimiber  of  votes  for  each  candidate  or  person  voted  for,  shall  be 
counted  and  ascertained,  the  persons  herein  authorized  to  hold  and  conduct 
such  elections,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  prepare  and  make,  under  their 
respective  hands  and  seals,  the  return  thereof,  containing  the  names  of  each 
select  and  common  councilman  elect,  as  the  case  may  be,  with  the  num- 
ber of  votes  in  favor  of  each  of  them,  and  shall,  vi^ithin  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  closing  of  each  of  the  said  elections,  give  notice  in 
writing,  to  each  of  the  said  select  and  common  councilmen  elect,  of  their 
respective  elections  to  the  office  of  select  and  common  councilman,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  shall  also  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  such  return  to 
the  select  council  or  to  the  common  council  elect,  as  the  case  may  be,  at  the 
times  and  places  in  and  by  this  act  appointed  for  them  respectively  to  meet 
and  receive  the  same,  and  the  said  returns  shall  thereafter  be  deposited  and 
preserved  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  city  court. 

III.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said 
select  and  common  councilmen  elect,  shall  meet  at  such  place  in  the  said 
city,  as  the  said  councils,  each  for  its  own  body,  may  after  the  first  election 
agree  upon,  and  afterwards  at  such  place  as  by  any  ordinance  duly  passed, 
may  be  fixed  for  that  purpose,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  of  the 
clock  in  the  forenoon,  on  the  Friday  next  following  each  and  every  elec- 
tion of  select  and  common  councilmen,  to  be  held  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
and  shall  then  and  there  receive  the  returns  aforesaid,  and  shall  forthwith 
proceed  to  examine  the  same,  and  to  judge  and  determine  thereon,  and  for 
that  purpose  and  to  the  end  and  intent,  that  this  act  or  the  provisions  here- 
in contained,  may  not  be  ineffectual,  the  said  select  or  common  council  men 
elect,  as  the  case  may  be,  who  shall  be  elected  and  returned  as  aforesaid,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  who  shall  be  a  quorum  for  all  business,  shall  be  judges 
of  their  own  elections,!  and  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  approve 
thereof,  or  to  set  aside  the  same,  or  afterwards  to  vacate  the  seat  of  any 
member  for  misbehaviour,  neglect  of  duty  or  other  misdemeanor,  and  to  order 
new  elections,  as  the  law  may  require,  to  be  held  at  such  times  as  shall  be 
by  such  council  respectively  appointed,  of  which  they  shall  give  at  least 
six  days  previous  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  newspapers  printed 
in  the  said  city,  which  election  shall  be  held  by  the  persons  herein  author- 
ized to  hold  and  conduct  the  annual  elections  of  said  city,  who  are  hereb)'' 
enjoined  to  do  and  perform  the  duties  herein  required  of  them  at  such  spe-. 
cial  or  occasional  election,  and  to  make  return  of  such  election  in  manner 
as  aforesaid,  and  so  in  like  manner,  as  often  as  occasion  may  require,  upon 
the  death  or  resignation  of  a  member  ormembersof  either  of  the  said  councils. 
IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  and 

1  If  an  error  or  mistake  should  occur  in  the  counting  or  retnrri  of  votes  by  the  officers  authori- 
zed by  law  10  hold  the  elections,  it  seems  that  it  is  incompetent  for  the  councils,  respectively,  to  in- 
quire into  the  election  of  a  member  a/iler  he  has  been  sworn  in;  but  that  when  the  election  has 
been  properly  returned  and  approved  of,  and  the  member  sworn  into  oflSce,  he  is  to  be  exclusive- 
ly taken  as  a  properly  returned  and  qualified  member  for  the  residue  of  the  year  for  which  h* 
was  returned  and  sworn. 
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every  select  and  common  council  man,  who  shall  be  elected,  chosen  and 
returned  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  whose  election  shall  be  so  as  aforesaid 
approved  of,  shall,  before  he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  ofhce,  take  a 
solemn  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the  president  or  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  or  before  the  mayor 
or  recorder  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  "well  and  faithfully  to  exe- 
cute the  office  of  a  select  council  man  or  of  a  common  council  man  (as  the 
case  may  be)  of  said  city,"  and  shall,  thereupon,  without  any  further  or 
other  commission,  enter  upon  the  duties  thereof,  and  shall  hold  and  exercise 
the  same  until  the  term  of  office  therein  shall  expire,  as  directed  in  and  by 
this  act. 

V.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  pow- 
er of  the  corporation  of  the  said  city  shall  be  vested  in  the  said  select  and 
common  councils,  who  shall,  in  common  councils  assembled,  have  full  pow- 
er and  authority  to  make,  ordain,  constitute  and  establish  such  and  so  many 
laws,  ordinances,  regulations  and  constitutions  (provided  the  same  shall  not 
be  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  United  States  or  of  this 
commonwealth)  as  shall  be  necessary  or  convenient  for  the  government  and 
welfare  of  the  said  city,  and  the  same  to  enforce,  put  in  use  and  execution, 
by  constables  and  other  proper  officers  (whom  they  shall  have  power  to 
appoint,)  and  at  their  pleasure  to  revoke,  alter  and  make  anew,  as  occasion 
may  require,  and  shall  have,  hold  and  enjoy,  in  addition  to  the  powers  now 
vested  in  the  borough  of  Pittslnirgh,  which  are  hereby  transferred  to  and 
vested  i:i  the  said  councils,  all  the  powers  and  authorities  now  vested  by 
law  in  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.! 

VI.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  or- 
der that  a  knowledge  of  the  said  laws,  ordinances,  regulations,  and  consti- 
tutions may  at  all  times  be  had  and  obtained,  and  the  publications  thereof 
at  all  times  be  known  and  ascertained,  such  and  so  many  of  them  as  shall 
not  be  published  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  newspapers  published  in  the 
said  city,  within  fifteen  days  from  and  after  their  being  severally  passed, 
ordained  and  established,  and  also  recorded  in  the  office  of  recorder  of  deeds 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Allegheny,  (who  shall  keep  a  seperate  book  for 
that  purpose,  and  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  recording  thereof  at  the 
same  rate  as  is  allowed  by  law  for  recording  deeds,)  within  thirty  days 
from  and  after  their  being  so  as  aibresaid  passed,  ordained  and  established, 
shall  be  null  and  void,  and  before  any  of  the  said  laws,  ordinances,  regula- 
tions and  constitutions  shall  be  so  as  aforesaid  recorded,  the  publications 
thereof  respectively,  with  the  times  thereof,  shall  be  proved  by  the  oath 
or  solemn  affirmation  of  some  credible  person,  which  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  recorded  therewith,  and  at  all  times  be  deemed  and  taken  as 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  time  of  such  publication. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 

1  For  a  general  reference  to  what  are  "the  powers  and  authorities  now  vested  by  law  in  the 
select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,''  see  'i.A  Smith's  Laws,  page  462,  and 
the  notes  appended  to  the  "act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Philadelphia,"  passed  11th  March, 
1789 — and  7th  Smillis  Laws,  p.  298,  and  the  notes  appended  to  the  "supplement  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled "an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Philadelphia,"  passed  27th  March,  1820.  The  general 
index  of  Smith's  Laws,  vol.  5,  pages  274-5,  contains  a  reference  to  all  the  acts  of  assembly  relating 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  down  to  the  close  of  the  session  of  1812 — and  the  notes  in  the  7ih  vol. 
298-300,  continue  the  reference  down  to  tne  close  of  die  session  of  1822.  A  connected  view  of 
the  "powers  and  aul'oorities  now  vested  by  law  in  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  c  ty  of 
Philadelphia"  however  useful,  did  not  lie  within  the  province  of  the  editor  of  this  edition  of  the 
Ordinances  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh;  but  so  much  of  the  several  acts  of  assembly  as  granted  «pc- 
eial  or  general  powers  to  the  councils  of  Philadelphia,  are  herewith  inserted,  as  far  as  the  sama 
appeared  to  be  applicable  to  the  present  situation  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. 
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doors  of  the  respective  halls  of  the  said  select  and  common  councils  shall 
be  open,  for  the  admission  of  all  peaceable  and  orderly  persons,  who  shall 
be  desirous  of  being  present  at  the  discussion  of  any  by-laws,  ordinances* 
rules  or  regulations  for  the  welfare  and  good  government  of  the  said  city. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
governor  shall  appoint  one  recorder  and  twelve  aldermen  for  the  said 
city,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  and  shall  sev- 
erally and  respectively  have  all  their  jurisdictions,  powers  and  authori- 
ties of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  justices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  jail  deliv- 
ery of  and  for  the  said  city,  and  shall  act  therein  accordingly,  jointly  or 
severally,  as  fully  and  amply  as  any  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  or  of 
oyer  and  terminer  or  jail  delivery  of  or  for  any  county  within  this  common- 
wealth, may  or  can  do  in  and  for^such  county;  and  the  justices  of  the  peace  at 
present  commissioned  in  and  for  the  borough  of  Pittsburgh,  shall  be  aldermen 
of  the  said  city,  and  the  governor  shall  appoint  such  number  of  aldermen,  in  ad- 
addition  to  the  said  justices,  as  shall  complete  the  number  herein  directed  and 
limited,  andin  case  of  vacancy,  by  death  or  resignation,  removal  from  the  said 
city  or  otherwise,  of  any  of  the  said  aldermen,  fill  up  and  supply  such  vacancy 
as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  the  said  recorder  and  aldermen  and  every  of  them, 
before  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  said  office,  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
shall  take  a  solemn  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the  president  or  one  of  the 
associatejudgesof  the  common  pleas  of  Allegheny  county,  or  before  the  may- 
or of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  "well  and  faithfully  to  execute  and  per- 
form theoffice  of  recorder  (or  alderman,  as  the  case  maybe)  of  the  said  city." 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
members  of  the  select  and  common  councils  shall,  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  July  next,  and  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  .lanuary  yearly  thereafter, 
meet  together  and  elect  viva  voce  one  of  the  said  aldermen  as  mayor  of  the 
said  city,  whose  duty  (beside  that  of  an  alderman  of  the  said  city)  shall  be 
to  preside  in  the  mayor's  court  when  present,  to  promulgate  the  by-laws, 
rules  and  ordinances  of  the  corporation,  and  specially  to  attend  to  the  due 
execution  and  fulfilment  of  the  same,  and  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive, 
hold  and  enjoy  all  the  emoluments  which  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of 
the  corporation  may  hereafter  be  annexed  and  attached  to  the  office  of  may- 
or; and  the  mayor  elect  shall  take  a  solemn  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the 
president  or  an  associate  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Allegheny 
county,  or  the  recorder  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  "well  and  faith-- 
fully  to  execute  the  office  of  mayor  of  said  city,"  and  shall,  thereupon, 
enter  upon  and  perform  the  duties  of  the  said  office  without  any  further  or 
other  commission,  and  shall  continue  in  office  until  a  successor  shall  be 
duly  elected  and  qualified,  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  removal 
of  the  mayor  or  other  vacancy  in  the  said  office,  such  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  a  new  election  for  the  remainder  of  his  term  in  office,  by  the  said 
councils,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  and  at  least  five  days  notice  shall  be 
given  in  the  public  newspapers  of  the  city,  of  the  time  of  holding  the  same. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  each  and 
every  mayor,  recorder  and  alderman  of  the  said  city,  who  shall  misdemean 
himself  in  office,  shall  be  liable  to  be  removed  from  office  in  the  same  man- 
ner that  justices  of  the  peace  are  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  com- 
monwealth removable  for  misconduct  in  office,  by  the  general  assembly*^ 

1  For  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  take  the  exainination  of  witnesses  in  cases  of  comptaint 
against  aldermen  and  justices  of  the  peact-.  see  the  a'-t  entiled,  "an  act  directing  the  mode  of 
taking  tesviiuony,  in  cases  of  ccnn])laint  against  justices  of  the  peace,"  passed  14tb  January, 
1804,  4th  Smith's  Laws,  107  and  Purdons  Digest,  new  ed.  449. 
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XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  Thai  the  said 
mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them  (whereof  the 
mayor  or  recorder  for  the  time  being  shall  be  one)  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority,  and  they  are  hereby  vested  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
inquire  of,  hear,  try  and  determine,  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  this  commonwealth,  all  forgeries,  perjuries,  larcenies,  assaults  and  bat- 
teries, riots,  routs  and  unlawfid  assemblies,  and  all  other  offences  which 
have  been  committed  or  shall  be  committed  within  the  said  city,  which 
would  be  cognizable  in  any  county  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
of  or  for  anj-  county  within  this  commonwealth,  had  the  same  offences,  or 
any  of  them,  been  committed  within  any  such  county,  and  to  punish  all 
persons  who  shall  be  convicted  of  the  same  offences,  or  any  of  them, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwea-lth,  and  also  to  inquire  of,  hear, 
try  and  determine  all  offences  Avhich  shall  be  committed  within  the  said 
city  against  any  of  the  laws,  ordinances,  regidalions  or  constitutions  that 
shall  be  made,  ordained  and  established  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  to 
punish  the  offender  and  offenders,  as  by  the  said  laws,  ordinances,  regula- 
tions or  constitutions  shall  be  prescribed  or  directed,  also  to  impose  fines 
on  jurymen  and  others,  according  to  law,  and  levy  the  same,  and  to  award 
process,  take  recognizance  for  keeping  the  peace,  for  being  of  good  beha- 
viour, and  for  appearance  or  otherwise,  or  to  commit  to  prison,  as  occasion 
shall  lawfully  require,  without  being  accountable  to  the  commonwealth  for 
any  fines  or  amercements  to  be  imposed  for  the  said  offences,  or  any  of 
ihem,  except  such  as  are  or  shall  be  by  law  made  payable  into  the  state 
treasury  for  offences  against  this  commonwealth,  and  generally  to  do  all 
such  matters  and  things  Avithin  the  said  city,  as  any  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace,  oyer  and  terminer  and  jail  delivery  of  and  for  any  coun- 
ty within  this  commonwealth  may  or  can  do  within  any  such  county,  and 
to  the  ends  and  intents,  and  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  for  such  other 
ends,  intents  and  purposes  as  are  in  and  by  this  act  declared  or  mentioned, 
the  said  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  or  any  four  of  them,  (whereof  the 
mayor  or  recorder  for  the  time  being  shall  be  one,)  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority,  and  they  are  hereby  vested  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
hold  and  keep  a  court  of  record  within  the  said  city  four  times  in  each  year, 
by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  '■'•The  Mayor'' s  Court  of  the  City  of  Pitts- 
burgh,^^ for  the  enquiring,  hearing,  trying  and  determining  of  the  pleas  and 
matters  aforesaid,  and  for  the  punishing  of  those  who  shall  be  found  guilty 
thereof,  and  for  the  cajusing  all  encroachments  in  the  streets  of  said  city,  and 
■all  nuisances  to  be  removed,  and  for  the  punishing  of  offenders  as  the  law  in 
Buch  cases  requires,  and  for  the  doing  and  performing  all  such  other  matters 
and  things  as  are  in  and  by  this  act  made  cognizable  by  them  or  any  of  them. ^ 
XII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any 
person  ot  persons  shall  find  him,  her  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  any  judg- 
mentof  the  said  court  of  record,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  party  or  par- 
ties so  aggrieved  to  sue  out  and  obtain  his,  her  or  their  writs  of  error,  which 
shall  be  granted  in  like  manner  and  under  the  same  regulations  and  restric- 
tions as  other  writs  of  error  in  similar  cases  are  or  may  be  granted  and  made 
returnable,  in  the  western  district  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  shall  be  proceeded  in  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations : 
Provided  always,  That  when  any  writ  of  error  shall  be  granted,  or  any 
judgment  to  be  given  in  the  said  court  of  record,  the  said  mayor,  recorder 
and  aldermen,  or  their  successors,  shall  not  be  compelled  thereby,  or  by  any 

1  Mayor's  Court  abolished,  and  powers  transferred  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions. 
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other  writ  or  writs  to  them  directed,  to  remove,  send  or  certify  into  the 
said  supreme  court  or  elsewhere  any  of  the  indictments  or  presentments, 
but  only  the  tenors  or  transcripts  thereof,  and  of  the  records  touching  and 
concerning  the  same,  and  of  the  proceedings  thereon,  under  their  common 
seal;  and  after  such  judgments  shall  be  reversed  or  affirmed,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, to  proceed  to  execution  or  otherwise,  as  shall,  according  to  law, 
appertain. 

XIII.  And,  to  the  end  and  intent  that  such  persons,  indicted  and  out- 
lawed for  felonies  and  other  ofi'ences,  supposed  by  such  indictments  or 
outlawries  to  have  been  committed  within  the  said  city,  as  shall  dwell,  re- 
move, lurk  or  be  received  without  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  said  city, 
may  be  brought  to  justice. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  mayor  or 
recorder  of  the  said  city  for  the  time  being,  shall  and  may,  as  often  as  oc- 
casion may  require,  issue  his  writ  or  writs  of  capias  to  the  sheriff  or  sher- 
iffs or  other  officer  of  any  county  or  counties,  city  or  town  corporate  with- 
in this  commonwealth,  directed,  commanding  him  or  them  to  take  and 
bring  the  body  or  bodies  of  any  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  so  as 
aforesaid  indicted  or  outlawed  before  him,  the  said  mayor  or  recorder,  or 
either  of  them,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law ;  and  every  sheriff  and 
other  officer  to  whom  any  such  writ  or  writs  of  capias  shall  be  directed 
and  delivered,  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  use  due  diligence  to  exe- 
cute the  same,  under  such  pains  and  penalties  as  are  by  law  incurred  by 
any  sheriff  or  other  officer,  for  refusing  or  neglecting  to  obey  and  execute 
any  capias  or  other  process  to  him  directed  and  delivered. 

XIV.  And,  to  the  further  end  and  intent,  that  there  may  not  be  a  fail- 
ure of  justice  within  the  said  city,  by  reason  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons who  may  be  charged  with  having  committed  any  offence  or  offences, 
therein  lurking  or  being  in  secret  or  other  places  in  the  neighborhood 
thereof. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  any  constable  or  constables  of  the  said  city,  to  whom  any  warrant, 
under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  said  mayor,  recorder  or  aldermen,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  be  delivered,  commanding  him  or  them,  to  take  any  person  or 
persons  Avho  shall  have  been  charged  with  having  committed  any  offence 
within  the  said  city,  and  to  bring  him,  her  or  them  before  the  said  mayor, 
recorder  or  aldermen,  or  any  of  them;  and  he  and  they  are  hereby  enjoin- 
ed and  required  to  execute  the  same,  by  making  of  the  arrest,  if  the  same 
can  be  done,  at  any  place  within  the  county  of  Allegheny,  and  also  by 
bringing  such  offender  or  offenders  before  the  said  mayor,  recorder  and  al- 
dermen, or  some  of  them.' 

XV.  .^7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  before  whom 
any  complaint,  indictment,  plea,  matter  or  thing  of  a  criminal  or  civil  na- 
ture within  his  or  their  jurisdiction,  shall  be  made  or  depending,  to  issue 
their  subpoena,  in  common  form,  to  any  person  or  persons  within  this 
commonwealth,  commanding  him  or  them  to  appear  and  give  evidence 
therein,  and  every  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  directed,  and  on 
whom  service  thereof  shall  be  duly  made,  shall  attend  accordingly  and 

1  For  the  remedy,  where  persons  are  accused  of  committing  offences  within  the  said  city, 
escape  out  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  seethe  act  entiiled  "an  act  concerning  the  backing  or  en- 
dorsing of  warrants  by  justices  of  the  peace,"  passed  16th  April,  1827,  Pamphlet  Laws  of  1826, 
'27,  pages  466-68. 
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give  evidence  under  such  pains  and  penalties  as  are  by  law  incurred  by 
any  person  or  persons  refusing  to  attend  and  give  evidence  when  duly 
subpcBnaed  for  that  purpose. 

XVI.  ^^nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
sheriff  of  Allegheny  county  for  the  time  being,  is  hereby  enjoined  and  re- 
quired to  execute  all  the  lawful  process  of  the  said  court  and  to  carry  into  effect 
the  sentences  and  judgments  of  the  said  court  in  all  such  cases,  as  he  is 
bound  to  under  any  order,  process,  sentence,  or  judgments  of  the  county 
court  of  quarter  sessions,  and  to  take  and  receive  into  his  custody,  the  body 
or  bodies  of  any  and  all  such  persons,  who  may  be  so  committed  to  him, 
and  to  keep  them  in  safe  custody  in  the  jail  of  the  said  county,  until  law- 
fully discharged  therefrom,  and  to  receive  and  keep  in  safe  custody  in  the 
jail  of  the  said  county,  until  legally  discharged  therefrom,  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  be  committed  by  virtue  of  lawful  process  from  the  may- 
or, recorder  or  any  alderman  or  aldermen  of  the  said  city,  in  the  same 
manner  and  under  the  same  penalties  as  if  he,  she  or  they  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  or  any  judge  thereof;  and  all  neglect 
of  duty  or  wilful  misbehaviour  in  the  said  sheriff  or  the  jailer  of  the  said 
jail,  towards  such  prisoners,  or  any  of  them,  shalfbe  and  the  same  is  here- 
by made  cognizable  and  punishable  in  the  mayor's  court  of  the  said  city, 
in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  penalties  as  the  same  offences 
would  be  punishable  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
sheriff'  and  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  shall  provide  one 
wheel  for  jurors  for  the  trial  of  causes  in  the  said  city,  and  the  like  proceed- 
ings shall  be  had  by  the  aforesaid  officers  in  the  selecting,  depositing,  draw- 
ing and  summoning  and  returning  jurors,  as  is  provided  for  the  county 
courts,  and  the  jurors  shall  be  compensated  out  of  the  county  stock;  but  the 
selection  of  said  jurors  for  the  court,  shall  be  made  from  the  citizens 
residing  within  the  l:)0unds  of  the  said  city. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
mayor  and  ald'^rmen  of  the  said  city,  for  the  time  being,  shall  have  the 
same  jurisdiction,  in  all  civil  cases,  as  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
have,  and  shall  proceed  therein  in  like  manner,  for  the  like  fees  and  costs, 
and  with  the  like  powers  and  authorities,  and  under  and  subject  to  the  like 
rules,  regulations  and  restrictions,  and  to  the  like  relief  for  insolvent  debt- 
ors, and  to  the  like  means,  process  and  execution  as  in  cases  of  debt  or 
other  demand,  or  in  case  of  damage,  trespass  and  trover,  before  any  justice 
of  the  peace  within  the  commonwealth,  with  the  like  appeal,  by  the 
party  aggrieved,  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  of  Allegheny.' 

XIX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  and  for  the  county  of  Allegheny,  shall  not  in 
any  matter  or  thing  have  any  further  or  other  powers  or  jurisdictions  with- 
in the  said  city,  than  the  said  mayor's  court  may  or  can  have  in  the  said 
county  and  without  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  said  city. 

XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
governor  shall  appoint  a  clerk  for  the  mayor's  court  of  the  said  city,  who 
shall  receive  the  like  fees  and  emoluments  as  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quar- 
ter sessions  of  the  county  of  Allegheny  is  entitled  to  receive  for  similar 
services,  and  who  shall  give  the  like  security,  do  and  perform  the  like  ser- 

1  The  supplementary  act,  passed  10th  March,  1817,  (6th  Smith's  Laws,  428,  chap.  4367,)  gives 
to  the  aldermen  of  the  city,  and  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county,  the  power  to  perform 
all  the  duties  of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  civil  cases  throughout  the  county,  and  within  the  city. 
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vices,  within  the  city,  and  shall  account  to  the  commonwealth  for  the  sur- 
plus fees,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  said  clerk  of  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  is  bound  by  law  to  do. 

XXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
recorder  of  the  said  city  shall  be  entided  to  receive,  hold  and  enjoy  such 
salary  and  emoluments  as  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  corporation 
may  hereafter  be  annexed  and  attached  to  the  office  of  recorder  of  said  city. 

XXII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  or  any  of  them,  shall  and  may  take  and 
receive  the  acknowledgement  and  probate  of  all  deeds  and  written  instru- 
ments, and  receive  the  legal  fees  therefor,  which  acknowledgements  and 
probates  shall  be  as  valid,  and  have  the  like  force  and  effect  as  if  the  same 
were  acknowledged  before  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  or  any  judge  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas  within  this  commonwealth. 

XXIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  select  and  common  councils,  in  common 
council  assembled,  from  time  to  time,  to  permit  and  license  such  and  so 
many  brokers  within  the  said  city,  and  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
they  may  think  proper,  and  to  prohibit  all  ^  V^er  persons  from  using  and 
exercising  the  business  of  broker  therein,  under  such  pains  and  penalties 
as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  ordained  and  established. 

XXIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  select  and  common  councils  when  duly  assembled, 
from  time  to  time,  by  any  ordinance  duly  enacted,  to  vest  in  the  mayor 
of  said  city  for  the  time  being,  the  appointment  of  such  officers  within 
the  said  city  as  they  may  think  expedient  for  the  well-ordering  and  gov- 
erning the  same,  and  to  remove  the  same  from  such  offices  or  appoint- 
ments for  misbehaviour  or  otherwise  as  may  be  necessary ;  all  which  offi- 
cers shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the  said  mayor,  recorder  or 
alderman,  well  and  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  offices  or  ap- 
pointments to  them  respectively  committed ;  and  the  said  councils  may 
require  security  to  be  given  by  such  officers  or  any  of  them,  and  prescribe 
the  sum  and  the  form  in  which  such  security  shall  be  given,  and  the  said 
officers  and  their  sureties  may  be  sued  and  recovery  had  against  them  in 
the  city  court  for  breach  of  official  duty ;  and  for  the  recovery  of  fines, 
forfeitures,  penalties,  debts  and  other  demands,  cognizable  in  the  city  court, 
the  ordinary  forms  of  law  shall  be  pursued  in  the  process,  judgment  and 
several  kinds  of  execution,  as  if  the  same  were  made  cognizable  and  re- 
coverable in  the  courts  of  the  county ;  and  all  officers  and  jurors  of  the 
said  city  shall  be  competent  to  hear,  try  and  determine  all  matters  and 
things  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  all  citizens  to  give  testimony,  notwith- 
standing any  fine  or  penalty  be  made  payable  for  the  use  of  the  said  city. 

XXV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no 
alderman  of  the  said  city,  nor  any  person  holding  an  office  of  trust  or 
profit  under  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  or  the  ordinances  of  the  se- 
lect and  common  councils,  the  emoluments  whereof  is  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  said  city,  shall  be  competent  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the 
select  or  common  councils. 

XXVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all 
the  property  and  estate  whatsoever,  real  and  personal,  of  the  borough  of 
Pittsburgh,  are  hereby  severally  and  respectively  vested  in  the  corporation 
or  body  politic  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  and  their  successors,  in  and  by 
this  act  established,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  to  and  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  said  citizens  forever ;  and  until  the  corporation  of 
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the  said  city  shall  be  duly  organized  under  this  act,  the  present  charter  of 
the  borough  of  Pittsburgh  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  operation,  and 
all  officers  under  the  same  shall  be  appointed  and  hold  their  offices  as  they 
now  may  or  can  do  by  law :  and  as  soon  as  this  act  shall  go  into  opera- 
tion, all  suits,  prosecutions,  debts  and  claims  whatever,  shall,  by  force 
thereof,  become  transferred  to  the  said  city,  and  be  under  the  management 
and  control  thereof  as  fully  and  completely  as  if  no  alteration  had  been 
made  in  the  said  charter. 

XXVII.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  said  select  and  common  councils  shall,  once  in  every  year,  cause  to  be 
published  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  moneys  which  shall  have  ac- 
crued to  them  in  their  corporate  capacity  during  the  year  preceeding  such 
publication,  and  also  of  the  disposition  thereof,  and  shall  also  lay  a  copy 
thereof  before  the  general  assembly. 

XXVIII.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
as  often  as  any  doubts  shall  arise  touching  this  act,  the  same  shall  in  all 
courts  of  law  and  equity  and  elsewhere,  be  construed  and  taken  most  fa- 
vorably for  the  said  corporation:  ^nd  provided  also,  that  this  act  and  the 
powers  and  authorities  herein  vested  in  the  said  city,  shall  not  be  impair- 
ed, affected,  defeated  or  destroyed  by  any  neglect  or  omission,  to  appoint 
all  or  any  of  its  officers,  at  the  time  or  times  allotted  for  the  same,  and  in 
case  of  any  such  defect  or  omission,  the  recorder  and  aldermen  of  the  safd 
city,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  forthwith  take  all  necessary  measures  to 
cure  and  supply  such  defects  and  omissions,  giving  due  notice  thereof  in 
the  public  newspapers  of  the  said  city. 

REES  HILL, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JOHN  TOD, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Approved — the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  on  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen.  SIMON  SNYDER. 


ACT  OF  lOTH  MARCH,  1817. 

A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  '■'■An  act  to  incorporate  the  City  of  Pitts- 
burgh." 

I.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the 
mayor's  court  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  issue  process  on  all  recognizances  forfeited  in  said  court,  and  to 
prosecute  the  same  to  final  judgment  and  recovery,  as  effectually  as  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  may  or  can  do. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  al- 
dermen of  the  said  city,  and  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county  of  Al- 
legheny, shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  do  and  perform  all  the  du- 
ties of  justices  of  the  peace,  in  civil  cases,  throughout  the  said  county  and 
within  the  bounds  of  the  said  city. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  costs 
accruing  in  criminal  cases  in  the  said  court,  and  for  which  in  the  court 
of  qu&rter  sessions  the  county  would  be  liable,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
county  treasury. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
recorder   of    the    said    city    shall    annually   receive,   out  of  the   state 
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treasury,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  re- 
corder of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  shall  have  power  to  issue  writs  of  habeas 
corpus  in  all  cases  of  insolvent  debtors,  and  criminal  cases  originating  in 
said  city,  and  to  give  relief  thereon  in  the  manner  and  as  fully  as  the  pres- 
ident or  any  associate  judge  of  a  court  of  common  pleas  in  this  common- 
wealth, at  present  may  or  can  do  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Assembly,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  better  securing  of  personal  liberty  and  preventing  wrong- 
ful imprisonment,"  and  under  the  like  restrictions  and  penalties. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  (foresaid,  That  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  no  sheriff  within  this  commonwealth 
shall  at  the  same  time  hold  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman. 

REES  HILL, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
ISAAC  WEAVER, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
I  Do  Certify,  that  the  bill,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,'  "  which  has  been  disapprov- 
ed by  the  governor,  and  returned  with  his  objections  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  was  agreed  to  by  two-thirds  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1817,  and  that  the 
foregoing  is  the  act  so  agreed  to  by  the  said  House. 

REES  HILL, 
Attest,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

SAML.  D.  FRANKS, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  Do  Certify,  that  the  bill,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,'  "  which  has  been  disapproved 
by  the  governor,  and  returned  with  his  objections  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  which  it  originated,  was  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  Sen- 
ate, agreeable  to  the  constitution,  on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1817,  and 
that  the  foregoing  is  the  act,  so  approved  by  the  Senate. 

ISAAC  WEAVER, 
Attest,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

JOSEPH  A.  M'JIMSEY, 

Clerk  of  the  Senate, 


ACT  OF  9TH  APRIL,  1833. 

An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  District  Court 
of  the  counties  of  Lancaster  and  York,  and  for  other  purposes. 
I,  II,  III  and  IV.  Relative  to  Lancaster  and  York  counties. 

V.  Supplied  and  repealed. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  that  portion  of  the  south  ward 
of  the  said  city,  which  lies  north  and  east  of  Diamond  alley,  and  is  bound- 
ed by  Grant  street,  Diamond  alley,  Market  street  and  Fifth  street,  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  attached  to  the  east  ward,  and  all  that  portion  of  the 
north  ward  of  said  city  which  lies  south  and  west  of  Marbury  street,  and 
is  bounded  by  Marbury  street.  Liberty  street,  the  Monongahela  and  Alle- 
gheny rivers,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  attached  to  the  west  ward. 

VII.  Supplied  and  repealed. 
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VIII.'  And  the  said  elections  shall  be  conducted  in  all  other  respects, 
as  is  now  provided  by  the  existing  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  of  said  city  to  give  at  least  ten  days  previous  no- 
tice in  the  public  newspapers  of  Pittsburgh,  of  the  time  and  place  of  hold- 
ing said  elections. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  so 
much  of  the  existing  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  as  are  hereby  altered, 
be,  and  the  same,  and  no  more,  are  hereby  repealed. 


ACT  OF  26TH  DECEMBER,  1833. 

^A  supplement  to  an  art  incorporating  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  passed  the 
18th  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

I.'  Be  it  enacted,  8fc.,  That  the  members  of  the  select  and  common 
councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  for  the  time  being,  are  hereby  authori- 
zed and  required  to  fix  the  place  of  holding  all  general  and  city  elections 
for  the  said  wards  at  such  houses  within  the  bounds  of  the  respective  wards 
and  not  elsevi^here;  and  to  change  the  same  as  often  as  public  conveniences 
may  require;  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  inhabitant  of  said  city 
to  vote  at  any  of  said  elections,  except  within  the  ward  wherein  he  resides. 

II.  That  the  freemen  of  each  ward  of  said  city,  qualified  to  vote  for 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  commonwealth,  shall 
meet  together  in  their  respective  wards  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Janua- 
ry, and  yearly  thereafter,  and  elect,  by  ballot,  one  person  in  each  and  ev- 
ery ward,  qualified  to  serve  as  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  be  a  member  of  the  select  council,  and  who 
shall  hold  his  ofiice  for  the  terra  of  three  years;  and  five  persons  qualified 
as  aforesaid,  in  each  and  every  ward,  to  be  members  of  the  common  coun- 
cil, who  shall  hold  their  office  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

III.  That  the  citizens  of  said  wards  shall,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
January  next,  and  on  the  same  day  yearly  thereafter,  elect,  by  ballot,  one 
of  the  alderman  of  said  city,  or  any  citizen  of  the  said  city  qualified  to  be 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  commonwealth, 
to  be  mayor  of  said  city,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  promulgate  the  by- 
laws, rules  and  ordinances  of  the  corporation,  and  specially  to  attend  to 
the  due  execution  and  fulfilment  of  the  same,  and  who  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive,  hold  and  enjoy,  all  the  emoluments  which,  by  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  corporation,  may  then  or  hereafter  be  annexed  or  attached 
to  the  office  of  mayor;  and  the  mayor  elect  shall  take  a  solemn  oath  or  af- 
firmation, before  the  president  or  any  associate  judge  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  Allegheny  county,  or  the  recorder  of  the  said  city  for  the 
time  being,  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  office  of  mayor  of  said  city, 
and  shall  thereupon  enter  upon  and  perform  the  duties  of  the  said  office 
without  any  other  or  further  commission,  and  shall  continue  in  office  until 
a  successor  shall  be  duly  elected  and  qualified;  and  in  cases  of  the  death, 
resignation,  or  removal  of  the  mayor,  or  other  vacancy  in  the  office,  such 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  a  new  election,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term  in 
office,  by  the  said  councils,  within  fifteen  days  thereafter,  and  at  least  ten 
days  notice  shall  be  given  in  the  public  newspapers  of  the  said  city,  of  the 

1  The  first  part  of  sei-.  Sis  altered  and  supplied  by  sec.  3d  of  the  iictof  26th  Dec,  1833. 

2  This  is  the  only  act  in  force  relating  to  the  election  of  mayor  and  councilmen,  except  a  pan  of 
the  8th  sec.  of  the  act  of  9th  April,  1833. 

3  Part  of  Istsec.  supplied  by  sec.  11  of  the  act  of  16th  June,  1836. 
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time  of  holding  the  same:  Provided,  That  no  member,  for  the  time  being, 
of  the  select  or  common  council,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  mayor. 

IV.  That  so  much  of  the  second  section  of  a  law  passed  the  eighteenth 
day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  relating  to  the  classification 
of  the  members  of  the  select  council  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  shall  be  so 
altered,  as  that  the  seats  of  the  first  class  that  will  be  vacated  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  January  next,  shall  be  filled  by  the  election  of  one  from  each 
ward,  as  is  provided  in  the  second  section  of  this  act;  and  the  seats  of  the 
second  class,  whose  seats  will  be  vacated  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  shall  be  filled  by  the  election  of  four  per- 
sons, agreeably  to  the  aforesaid  second  section;  and  the  seats  of  the  third 
class,  whose  seats  will  be  vacated  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-six,  shall  be  filled  by  the  election  of  four  persons, 
agreeable  to  the  said  second  section  of  the  said  act. 

V.  That  so  much  of  the  existing  laws  of  this  commonwealth  as  are 
hereby  altered,  be,  and  the  same,  and  no  more,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  26th  Dec,  1833.     See  Pamph.  Laws  of  Pa.  sess.  1833-34. 


ACT  OF  15TH  APRIL,  1835. 

^further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  ".^n  act  to  incorporate  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh,  and  for  other  purposes. ^^ 

I.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh  may,  whenever  they  deem  it  necessary,  confer  upon  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  said  city,  tlie  jurisdiction,  power  and  authority 
to  recover  summarily  or  by  penal  action,  as  the  case  may  be,  any  fines 
and  forfeitures  inflicted  for  the  violation  of  the  provisions  of  any  ordinan- 
ces which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  enacted  and  ordained  by  said 
councils  for  the  government  of  said  city:  Provided,  Said  fines  and  for- 
feitures do  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars:  .^nd  provided  further.  That 
in  all  summary  conviction  under  ordinances  where  fines,  forfeitures  or  im- 
prisonment are  inflicted,  the  person  or  persons  convicted  may  appeal  to 
the  next  term  of  the  mayor's  court  of  said  city  within  ten  days  after  con- 
viction, on  entering  security  approved  by  the  mayor  or  alderman  before 
whom  the  conviction  has  been  entered. 

VII.  The  aldermen  and  justices  of  the  peace  of  every  city,  incorporated 
township  and  borough  in  this  commonwealth,  shall  have  power  to  hear 
and  determine  all  actions  of  debt  for  penalty,  for  the  breach  of  any  ordi- 
nance, by-law  or  regulations  of  such  city,  township  or  borough,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  right  of  appeal  as  debts  under  one 
hundred  dollars,  and  such  actions  shall  be  instituted  in  the  corporate  name 
of  such  city,  township  or  borough. 


ACT  OF  1ST  APRIL,  1836. 


A  further  supplement  to  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

I.  Be  it  enacted,  8fc.,  That  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  who 
shall  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  elected,  by  virtue  of  and  in  accor- 
dance with  the  provisions  of  the  supplement  to  the  act  incorporating  the 
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city  of  Pittsburgh,  which  said  supplement  was  passed  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  shall  be,  and  is  here- 
by authorized,  to  exercise  all  the  powers  which  were  exercised  by  the 
mayor  elect  of  said  city,  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  supplement;  except 
such  powers  as  are  exercised  by  aldermen  in  civil  cases. 
II.  Obsolete. 

Passed  and  approved  by  the  Governor  at  the  session  of  1835-6. 


ACT  OF  16TH  JUNE,  1836. 


An  Act  to  authorize  Isaac  C.  Worrell  and  Richard  Stout,  surviving 
trustees  for  the  Free  Will  Baptists  of  the  borough  of  Frankford,  to 
sell  certain  real  estate,  and  to  authorize  the  church  wardens  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  of  Morgantown,  in  the  county  of  Berks, 
to  sell  and  convey  certain  reed  estate,  and  for  other  purposes. 

VI.  Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  all  indictments  or  civil  action  now  de- 
pending, or  hereafter  to  be  preferred  or  instituted  in  any  of  the  courts  of  civil 
or  criminal  jurisdiction  within  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  or  county  of  Allegheny, 
wherein  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  may  be  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  or 
wherein  the  validity  of  any  regulation  of  a  street  or  alley  in  said  city,  made 
either  before  or  since  its  incorporation  as  a  city,  may  be  brought  in  ques- 
tion, although  the  said  city  of  Pittsburgh  may  not  by  its  corporate  name,  be 
a  party  to  the  record,  shall  be  tried  in  the  District  court  of  Allegheny  coun- 
ty, before  a  jury,  from  which  all  persons,  resident  or  owning  real  property 
in  said  city,  shall  be  excluded. 

VII.  In  all  such  cases,  the  certificate  of  the  Mayor's  court  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh,  or  of  the  president  judge  of  the  fifth  judicial  district,  composed 
of  the  said  county  of  Allegheny,  that  the  indictment  or  civil  cause  proposed 
to  be  removed,  is,  in  his  opinion,  within  the  meaning  of  the  first  section 
of  this  act,  shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Dis- 
trict court  in  such  case,  and  thereupon,  the  indictment,  and  all  papers 
connected  therewith,  if  it  be  a  criminal  case,  or  the  original  writ,  declara- 
tion, and  all  papers  connected  therewith,  if  it  be  a  civil  case,  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  said  District  court. 

VIII.  If  upon  the  trial  of  any  indictment  or  court  action  under  the  au- 
thority of  this  act,  questions  of  law  shall  be  raised  by  either  party,  the  de- 
cision thereof  by  the  District  court  shall  not  be  final,  but  either  party  may 
appeal  from  such  decision,  to  the  Supreme  court,  upon  entering  into  recog- 
nizance into  the  District  court,  for  the  payment  of  all  costs,  in  case  the 
judgment  of  the  Supreme  court  should  be  adverse  to  such  appellant,  and 
filing  of  record,  at  the  same  time,  a  specification  of  his  reasons  for  entering 
the  appeal;  and  the  said  District  court  shall  have  power  to  take  the  recog- 
nizances of  the  defendant  or  witnesses  in  any  indictment  which  may  be 
removed  to  said  court,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  their  attendance  upon 
the  trial  thereof,  and  of  passing  sentence,  when  the  verdict  of  the  jury  shall 
be  against  the  defendant. 

Passed  16th  June,  1836.     See  Pamphlet  Laws  of  Penn.,  session  of  1835-6,  pages  745-6. 


ACT  OF  16TH  JUNE,  1836. 


An  act  to  authorize  suit  to  be  brought  upon  the  official  bond  of  William 
B.  Mitchell,  late  superintendent. 

III.  Be  it  enacted,  <^c.,  That  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  to  and  bounded  in 
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part  by  the  eastern  bounds  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  shall  be  set  off,  defin- 
ed by  limits,  and  surveyed,  in  the  maimer  and  for  the  purposes  hereinafter 
specified,  as  a  city  district,  for  the  said  city,  the  boundaries  and  descrip- 
tion whereof  shall  be  as  follows  :  Beginning  at  the  south  eastern  corner  of 
the  said  city,  in  the  Monongahela  river,  thence  by  the  middle  of  the  said 
river  to  a  point  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the  two  mile  run,  thence  by  a 
straight  line,  carried  over  the  mouth  of  the  said  run,  and  over  the  house  of 
William  Farrow,  to  the  intersection  of  the  straight  line,  with  the  southern 
boundary  line  continued,  of  the  borough  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  thence 
by  the  said  southern  boundary  line  to  the  eastern  boundary  line  of  the  said 
city,  and  thence  by  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning ;  and  the  said  city 
district,  so  set  off  and  defined,  shall  be  subdivided  into  sections,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  prescribed,  subject  to  the  following  limitations,  viz  :  No  sec- 
tion shall  contain  more  than  sixty,  ©r  less  than  thirty  acres,  and  the  boun- 
dary lines  of  each  shall  be  made  to  conform,  when  such  conformity  can 
be  conveniently  obtained,  with  the  lines  or  streets  bounding  or  laid  out 
through  the  property  of  individual  owners,  nor  shall  any  section  be  made 
to  be  partly  on  one  side,  and  partly  on  the  other  side  of  the  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics'  turnpike  road,  or  of  the  Pittsburgh  and  Coal  Hill  turnpike,  as 
the  same  are  now  located  through  the  said  city  district. 

IV.  The  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  county  of  Allegheny  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  at  any  time  before  the  first  day 
of  June  next,  to  order  and  appoint  three  discreet  and  disinterested  freehold- 
ers, as  commissioners  from  the  said  city  district,  none  of  whom  shall  re- 
side or  own  real  estate  in  the  same,  who  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath 
or  affirmation,  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  said  court,  or  any  alderman 
of  the  said  city,  well  and  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties  required  by  this 
act,  to  the  best  of  their  abilities,  without  favor  or  partiality;  and  in  case  of 
the  death,  resignation,  or  inability  to  act,  of  any  of  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid,  before  the  intended  purposes  of  this  act  shall  have  been 
fulfilled,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court  to  appoint  another,  or  other 
persons,  to  supply  his  or  their  places,  who,  being  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
shall  have  the  same  power  as  the  commissioners  appointed  in  the  first  in- 
stance, by  the  said  court. 

V.  The  said  commissioners  appointed  and  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall 
proceed,  taking  to  their  assistance  an  able  and  competent  surveyor,  to  sur- 
vey and  mark  out  by  its  limits  the  said  city  district,  and  to  make  a  sub- 
division of  the  same  into  sections,  according  to  the  boundaries,  description, 
direction,  and  restrictions  hereinbefore  specified  and  contained,  and  the 
said  commissioners  shall  have  power,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and 
required,  to  make  and  lay  out  a  general  plan  of  the  said  district,  to  survey, 
locate,  and  mark  therein  such  streets,  alleys  and  squares  as  they  shall 
think  proper,  giving  to  the  same  such  arrangement  and  dimensions  as  shall, 
in  their  judgment,  be  best  calculated  to  meet  the  wants  and  convenience  of 
any  future  population,  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  cause  to  be  erect- 
ed, or  inserted  at  suitable  points  within  the  said  district,  land  marks,  of  du- 
rable materials,  from  which  the  boundary  lines  of  the  said  district,  sections, 
streets,  alleys  and  squares,  contained  in  the  said  general  plan,  may  at  any 
time  be  retraced  and  determined,  securing  the  same,  as  far  as  may  be, 
from  injury  or  displacement :  Provided  nevertheless.  That  all  streets,  lanes 
and  alleys  within  the  said  district,  which  shall  have  been,  previous  to  the 
making  of  the  said  plan,  laid  out,  and  appropriated  by  private  persons, 
or  otherwise,  for  public  use,  or  for  the  use  of  the  owners  of  lots  front- 
ing thereon,  or  adjacent  thereto,  shall  be  adopted,  inserted  in,  and  made 
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part  of  the  said  general  plan,  with  such  increase  of  width  and  exten- 
sion as  the  said  commissioners  may  think,  in  any  case,  necessary  and 
expedient. 

VI.  The  said  commissioners,  when  they  shall  have  completed  their 
surveys,  and  shall  have  determined  the  limits  and  location  of  the  said  sec- 
tions, streets,  alleys,  and  squares,  to  be  contained  in  the  said  general  plan, 
shall  cause  to  be  made  a  correct  map  or  plan  of  the  same,  with  such  de- 
scription and  explanations  as  may  be  necessary  to  a  perfect  understanding- 
of  the  same,  and  shall  return  it  to  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  aforesaid, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  court,  to  receive  and  file 
the  said  map  or  plan  in  his  office,  for  public  inspection  and  examination, 
and  to  give  notice,  in  at  least  two  newspapers,  published  in  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh,  that  on  a  certain  da  v  appointed  by  the  court,  the  said  court  will 
hear  any  objections  which  may  be  made  thereto,  l)v  any  of  the  freeholders 
owning  property  in  the  said  district,  who  shall  consider  themselves  aggriev- 
ed by  the  adoption  of  the  same,  and  the  said  court,  after  hearing  the  ob- 
jections, shall  adjudge  and  determine  whether  the  same  shall  be  fully  es- 
tablished, or  whether  any,  and  what  alterations  shall  be  made  in  the  same, 
and  after  such  determination,  shall  direct  the  said  map  or  plan,  with  such 
alterations  as  shall  have  been  made,  to  be  recorded,  and  thenceforth,  the 
said  map  or  plan  shall  be  taken  and  allowed  as  a  general  plan  for  the  said 
district,  for  the  purposes  herein  contained,  and  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys 
so  approved,  shall  forever  after  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  as  public 
highways:  Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  opening  of  the  same  as  part 
of  the  said  general  plan,  shall  not  be  ordered  before  the  provisions  and  con- 
ditions hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  have  been  complied  with. 

VII.  The  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Allegheny  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  pay  out  of  the  county  treasury,  to  each 
of  tht!  commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  each  and  every  day  they  shall  have  been  employ- 
ed in  performing  the  duties  required  bv  this  act,  and  also,  their  reasonable 
costs  and  charges  in  procuring  the  surveys,  maps,  plans  and  erections 
hereinbefore  directed,  and  the  said  county  commissioners  are  hereby  em- 
powered to  be  caused  to  be  levied  and  collected  on  the  real  property  situ- 
ated within  the  city  district  aforesaid,  a  special  tax,  sufficient  in  amount  to 
reimburse  the  sums  which  shall  have  been  paid  in  pursuance  of  the  direc- 
tions herein  contained,  and  also,  all  charges  incurred  in  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,  and  the  said  special  tax  shall  be  assessed  and  collected 
according  to  the  directions  and  provisions  of  the  several  acts  for  raising  and 
collecting  county  rates  and  levies. 

VIII.  The  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  shall 
have  power,  and  by  virtue  of  this  act,  are  directed  and  required,  on  the 
petition  of  any  number,  being  not  less  than  thirty,  of  the  freehold  owners 
of  lots  lying  within  the  limits  of  any  section  of  the  said  city  district,  and 
adjoining  the  tlien  limits  of  the  said  city,  to  declare,  liy  ordinance, 
the  admission  of  the  said  section  into  the  said  city,  and  the  said  sec- 
tion shall  forever  thereafter  be  deemed,  taken,  and  allowed  to  be  a  part  of 
the  said  city,  to  all  intent  and  purposes,  and  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  and 
governments  of  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  said  city,  as  fully  as  if  it  had 
been  originally  made  a  part  of  and  included  within  the  same ;  and  the 
streets,  lanes  and  alleys  contained  in  the  aforesaid  general  plan,  so  far  as 
the  same  be  within  the  limits  of  the  section  so  admitted,  shall  be  opened 
for  the  same  uses,  and  subject  to  the  same  laws  and  regulations,  and  exer- 
cise of  powers,  as  the  other  public  streets  within  the  said  city :  Provided  never 


ACTS  OF  ASSEMBLY.  19 

theless,  That  the  owner  or  owners  of  ground  through  which  any  street, 
lane,  or  alley,  not  previously  laid  out  by  such  owner  or  owners,  shall  be 
opened,  may  proceed  in  the  same  manner,  to  obtain  indemnification  for 
any  injury  he  or  they  may  sustain  thereby,  as  is  directed  by  the  several 
acts  in  force  and  providing  for  the  opening  of  public  roads  in  this  common- 
wealth. 

IX.  and  X.  See  streets. 

XI.  The  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  aforesaid, 
shall,  during  the  present  year,  and  in  each  and  every  vear  thereafter,  di- 
vide the  said  city  into  four  wards  or  districts,  so  as  to  make  the  number  of 
taxable  inhabitants  of  the  said  wards  as  nearly  equal  as  maybe:  Provided 
nevertheless,  That  the  said  division  shall  be  made  at  least  thirty  days  be- 
fore  the  times  appointed  for  holding  the  city  elections  for  the  said  city. 

XII.  Such  sections  of  the  city  district  aforesaid,  as  shall  not  have  been 
admitted  into  the  said  city  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
until  such  admission  shall  have  been  declared,  be  deemed  and  taken  as 
parts  of  the  district  and  township  to  which  the  same  belong  and  are  annex- 
ed, or  shall  hereafter  belong  and  be  annexed. 

XIII.  So  much  of  any  law  or  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  a§  is  hereby 
altered  or  supplied,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  no  more. 

Passed  16th  June,  1836.     See  Pamphlet  Laws  of  Pcnn.  session  of  1835-6,  pages  749-54. 


ACT  OF  1ST  MARCH,  1837. 


^n  Act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  '■'■An  act  to  incorporate  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh." 

I.  That  the  borough  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  Pittsburgh,  as  incor- 
porated by  the  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  be,  and  is  hereby  added  to  and  incorporated  with  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, as  if  the  same  had  been  originally  organized  and  incorporated  with 
said  city,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  borough  shall  have  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  citizens  of  Pittsburgh.' 

II.  That  the  several  wards  of  said  city  shall  be  named  and  known  as 
follows,  viz:  The  west  ward  shall  be  called  the  first  ward,  the  south  ward 
the  second  ward,  the  east  ward  the  third  ward,  the  north  ward  the  fourth 
ward,  and  the  district  of  the  said  Northern  Liberties  the  fifth  ward,  until  the 
same  shall  be  altered  under  the  authority  vested  in  the  councils  of  said 
city,  and  the  mayor  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his  proclamation  giving 
twenty  days  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  an  election  in  and  for 
said  fifth  ward,  for  three  members  of  the  select  council,  and  five  members 
of  the  common  council  of  said  city,  and  the  said  election  shall  be  held  under 
the  superintendence  of  an  alderman,  to  be  appointed  by  said  mayor,  and 
shall  be  otherwise  conducted  in  all  respects  as  other  city  elections  for  said 

1  For  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  erecting  the  town  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of 
Pittsburgh,  into  a  borough,"  passed  23d  April,  1829,  see  Pamph.  Laws  of  Penn.  session  of  1828-29, 
pages  287-291.  By  the  first  section  of  that  act  the  boundaries  of  the  borough,  (now  the  Fifth 
ward  of  the  city,)  are  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  "beginning  at  the  corner  of  Penn  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  on  Alexander  Laughlin's  land,  thence  along  the  line  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  to 
the  middle  of  the  Allegheny  river,  thence  by  the  middle  of  the  said  river,  up  the  same,  to  a  point 
opposite  John  M'Donald  and  Joseph  Patterson's  line,  adjoining  O'Hara's  property,  thence  gouth 
eastwardly  to  said  M'Donald  and  Patterson's  line,  and  along  said  line  to  that  of  Boyle  Irwin,  to 
his  south-eastern  corner,  thence  along  his  line  at  or  near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  commonly  called 
Grant's  Hill,  thence  to  the  south  eastern  corner  of  the  Methodist  burying  ground,  and  by  aline 
pursuing  the  course  thereof  to  the  line  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  thence  by  the  said  line  to  the 
place  of  oegianing." 
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ofTices;  and  the  select  council  shall  divide  the  numbers  thus  elected,  bv 
lot,  into  classes,  as  provided  for  by  the  act  incorporating  said  citv,  passed 
March  eighteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

III.  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  now  resident  in  the  said  borough, 
shall  be  hereafter  known  and  authorized  as  aldermen  of  the  citv  of  Pitts- 
burgh, and  upon  the  death,  removal  or  disqualification  of  any  one  of  the 
said  officers,  the  governor  shall  appoint  an  alderman,  dulv  qualified  to  fill 
such  vacancy :  Provided,  That  no  more  than  three  persons  shall  thereaf- 
ter be  appointed  to  act  as  aldermen  in  said  district. 

IV.  The  boundary  lines  of  the  city  district  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  as  laid 
down  in  the  third  section  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  common- 
wealth, passed  the  16th  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  and  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  suit  to  be  brought  upon  the 
official  bond  of  William  B.  Mitchell,  late  superintendent,"  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  extended  as  follows,  that  is  to  say:  beginning  at  the  south 
east  corner  of  said  city,  in  the  Monongahela  river,  thence  running  by  the 
middle  of  said  river  to  a  point  opposite  the  mouth  of  four  mile  run,  thence 
by  a  straight  line  to  the  mouth  of  said  run,  thence  along  the  valley  of  said 
run  to  it  source,  near  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  road,  thence  by  a  straight 
line  to  the  source  of  that  branch  of  the  two  mile  run  which  heads  near  to 
and  eastwardly  of  the  brick  house  of  Aikens,  thence  bv  the  valley  of  said 
run,  in  as  straight  a  line  as  possible,  to  the  Pittsburgh  and  Greensburgh 
turnpike  road,  thence  by  the  line  of  the  borough  of  Lawrencevillc,  to  the 
middle  of  the  Allegheny  river,  and  thence  by  the  middle  of  said  river  to 
the  north-east  corner  of  the  present  city  line. 

V.  The  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of 
June  next,  to  order  and  appoint  three  discreet  and  disinterested  citizensas  com- 
missioners for  the  said  city  district,  Avho  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  af- 
firmation, before  one  of  the  j  udges  of  the  said  court,  or  any  alderman  of  the  said 
city,  well  and  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties  required  by  this  act,  to  the 
best  of  their  abilities,  Avithout  favor  or  partiality,  and  said  commissioners 
shall  have  all  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  commissioners  designated  in 
said  last  mentioned  act ;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  inability 
to  act,  of  any  of  the  commissioners  appointed  as  aforesaid,  before  the  in- 
tended purpose  of  this  act  shall  have  been  fulfilled,  it  "shall  be  lawful 
for  the  said  court  to  appoint  another  or  other  persons  to  supply  his  or 
their  places,  who,  being  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  the  same  power 
as  the  commissioners  appointed  in  the  first  instance  by  the  said  court. 

VI.  That  the  provisions  of  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth, 
eleventh,  twelfth  and  thirteenth  sections  of  said  last  mentioned  act,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  extended  to  and  made  a  part  of  this  act,  and  to  have 
the  same  operation  and  effect  as  if  more  fully  recited. 

VII.  That  so  much  of  said  act,  and  no  more,  as  is  hereby  altered,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  1st  March,  1837.     See  Pamph.  Laws  ofPenn.,  session  ofl836-37,  pages  29-30. 


ACT  OF  1ST  APRIL,  1837. 

An  Act  to  confirm  and  render  valid  the  proceedings  of  the  District  court 
for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  actions  of  partition  hereto- 
fore instituted  in  the  said  court,  and  to  make  good  and  valid  certain 
acknowledgments  of  sheriffs'  deeds,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Whereas,  an  act  of  assembly  was  passed  at  the  present  session  of  the 
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leo-islature,  and  approved  on  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
incorporate  the  city  of  Pittsburgh;'  "  whereby  the  borough  of  the  Northern 
Liberties  of  Pittsburgh  was  united  with  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  consti- 
tuted the  fifth  ward  thereof,  and  it  was  omitted  therein  to  provide  for  the 
settlement  and  final  arrangement  of  the  aff*airs  of  said  borough;  Therefore, 

Xn.  All  the  rights,  credits  and  effects,  and  all  the  estate,  real  and  per- 
sonal, of  the  borough  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  Pittsburgh,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  vested  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  the  said  real 
estate  to  be  had  and  held  by  the  said  city  of  Pittsburgh,  for  the  same  uses 
and  purposes  as  the  same  is  now  held  by  the  said  borough,  and  the  said 
borough  is  hereby  authorized  to  assign  and  transfer  to  the  said  city,  all  the 
said  rights,  credits  and  effects,  and  all  the  said  real  and  personal  estate, 
and  any  assignment  and  transfer  thereof  made  before  the  passage  of  this 
act,  is  hereby  confirmed,  and  the  said  city  shall  have  authority  to  sue,  and 
be  liable  to  be  sued,  in  its  own  corporate  name,  for  all  debts  due  to  or  by 
the  said  borough,  and  on  all  contracts  made  by  or  with  it,  as  fully  as  if 
the  said  debts  had  originally  been  due  to  or  by  the  said  city,  or  the  said 
contracts  originally  made  with  it. 

Xin.  All  the  rights,  privileges,  powers  and  authorities  of  the  borough 
of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  Pittsburgh,  are  hereby  vested  in  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh,  so  far  as  the  same  are  necessary  to  finish  the  business  already 
begun  by  the  said  borough,  to  complete  contracts  already  entered  into,  and 
to  wind  up  the  affairs  of  the  said  borough. 

XIV.  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  select  and  common 
councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
fix  the  time  and  place,  or  places,  of  holding  elections  for  overseers  of  the 
poor  for  said  city,  and  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  of  assembly  as  is  hereby 
altered  or  supplied,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Tassed  1st  April,  1S37.     See  Pamph  Law  of  Penn.  session  of  ]  83C--37,  page  136. 


ACT  OF  IITH  APRIL,  1799. 

4  Dallas,  482.     3  Smitii.  390.     Purdon,2.56. 

w5n  t^ct  to  supply  certain  defects  in  the  acts  incorporating  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  sundry  towns  and  boroughs  ivithin  this  Common-' 
wealth,  and  to  explain  and  amend  an  act  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  alter 
and  amend  the  several  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Common- 
wealth, incorporating  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.'''' 

Whereas  the  ordinances  and  by-laws  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  of 
sundry  other  incorporated  towns  and  boroughs  within  this  commonwealth, 
impose,  in  certain  cases,  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  inure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  said  corporations,  respectively,  by  reason  whereof  it  has 
been  held  that  none  of  the  freemen  of  the  said  corporations  are  competent 
to  prove  the  breach  of  the  said  ordinances  and  by-laws,  and  the  accruing  of 
such  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  or  to  hear,  judge  and  determine  respect- 
ing the  same,  inasmuch  as  the  same  would  operate  a  diminution  of  their' 
share  of  contribution  for  supporting  such  corporation :  And,  whereas,  it 
would  be  in  all  cases  diflacult,  and  in  many  instances  impracticable,  to 
prove  such  breaches  by  any  other  testimony,  or  to  hear,  judge  and  deter- 
mine respecting  the  same,  before  any  other  than  judges  or  jurors  liable  to 
such  exception,  and  the  interest  of  each  individual  in  the  application  of  such 
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fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  is  too  remote  and  inconsiderable  to  give  an 
improper  bias  to  his  testimony,  judgment  or  verdict,  respecting  the  same : 
Therefore,  for  furtherance  of  justice,  and  the  due  enforcement  of  wholesome 
regulations, 

I.  Be  it  enacted.,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
no  freeman  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  of  any  other  incorporated  town 
or  borough  within  this  commonwealth,  nor  any  other  person,  otherwise 
competent  to  give  testimony  respecting  the  breach  of  any  ordinances,  by- 
laws or  regulations  of  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  any  such  other  in- 
corporated town  or  borough,  sliall  be  excluded  from  giving  testimony  re- 
specting the  same,  by  reason  that  the  fine,  forfeiture  or  penalty,  imposed 
for  such  breach,  is  or  may  l)e  appropriated  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  such 
corporation,  but  every  such  person,  otherwise  competent,  shall  be  admitted 
to  give  testimony,  as  fully  as  though  he  or  she  were  not  resident  within  the 
bounds,  or  a  partaker  in  the  interests  of  such  city,  town  or  borough:  Pro- 
vided, That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  any  person  or  persons, 
who  receive  alms,  or  any  pension  or  gift,  out  of  the  funds  in  aid  of  which 
any  of  the  said  fines,  forfeitures  or  penalties  are  appropriated,  to  give  testi- 
mony touching  the  breach  of  such  ordinances  or  by-laws,  and  the  accruing 
of  such  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties. 

II.  That  no  court,  aldermen,  or  Inirgesses,  otherwise  by  the  laws  of  this 
commonwealth  qualified  and  authorized  to  hear,  judge  and  determine,  re- 
specting the  breach  of  any  such  ordinances  or  by-laws,  and  the  accruing  of 
such  fines,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  shall  be  disqualified  to  hear,  judge  and 
determine  the  same,  by  reason  of  the  interest  they,  as  members  of  such 
borough  or  corporation,  may  have  in  the  said  fines,  forfeitures  and  penal- 
ties, but  shall  have  as  full,  perfect  and  complete  jurisdiction,  respecting  the 
same,  as  if  no  such  fine,  forfeiture  or  penalty  were  to  be  incurred,  or  they 
had  no  such  interest  in  the  same.' 

1  By  the  5tli  sect,  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  incorporating  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  (see  ante  page 
6,)  the  same  powers  are  vested  in  the  select  and  common  councils  of  Pittsburgh,  to  pass  ordi- 
nances for  the  good  government  of  the  corporation,  as  are  "now  vested  by  law  in  the  select 
and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,"  provided  the  same  shall  not  be  repugnant  to 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  of  Pennsylvania. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  19TH  AUGUST,  1816. 

^n  ordinance    concerning   appropriations,  mayor's  warrants,  and  the 
keeping  and  comptrol  of  the  accounts  of  the  city  treasury. 

I.  That  annual  appropriations  of  particular  sums  shall  be  made  by  the 
select  and  common  councils,  distinctly  specifying  the  amount,  object  and 
purpose  of  each  ;  and  that  the  mayor  of  the  city  in  drawing  his  warrants 
on  the  treasury,  shall  therein  state  the  particular  account  to  which  the 
same  is  to  be  charged,  and  shall  in  no  instance  exceed  the  amount  of  the 
appropriation.  And  whenever  the  amount  of  any  particular  appropriation 
shall  be  exhausted,  no  future  order  shall  be  drawn  upon  such  account,  but 
notice  of  the  amount  being  exhausted  shall  be  given  by  the  mayor  to  the 
street  commissioner,  Avho  shall  notify  the  same  to  the  select  and  common 
councils,  and  at  the  same  time  state  the  contracts  which  shall  have  been 
made  upon  the  credit  of  such  appropriation,  with  the  situation  of  the  re- 
spective objects  for  which  the  same  is  assigned,  and  what  further  sum  may 
be  necessary.  And  the  mayor  shall  at  all  times  have  a  right  to  demand 
and  know  from  the  treasurer,  the  state  of  the  account  of  any  particular 
appropriation  and  the  amount  of  the  balance,  if  any,  remaining  in  his 
hands  thereupon. 

II.  That  the  clerk  of  the  market  shall,  from  time  to  time,  furnish  the 
treasurer  and  mayor,  each  with  an  exact  rental  of  the  stalls  of  the  markets ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being,  to  take  care  to 
keep  his  accounts  in  such  distinct  manner,  as  to  show  from  what  source, 
and  on  what  account,  the  money  arises  which  may  be  paid  to  him,  and  on 
what  account  or  appropriation  his  payments  and  disbursements  may  be 
made.  He  shall  keep  his  account  in  some  one  of  the  banks  of  Pittsburgh, 
in  his  name,  and  subject  to  his  drafts,  as  treasurer  of  the  corporation,  and 
he  shall  pay  by  checks  out  of  the  money  so  deposited,  the  amount  of  or- 
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tiers  drawn  by  ihe  mayor,  and  shall  take  receipts  for  the  same,  and  keep 
fair  and  just  accounts  thereof;  shall  balance  his  books  at  least  once  in  every 
three  months,  and  shall  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  mayor,  and  to  the  pres- 
idents of  the  councils,  each  a  true  account  of  all  his  receipts  and  payments, 
shewing  the  balance.  And  when  removed  from  office,  he  shall  deliver 
over  to  his  successor  all  moneys,  books,  papers  and  accounts  remaining  in 
his  hands  as  treasurer. 

III.  Tliut  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  provide,  at  the  expense 
of  the  said  city,  a  bound  book  of  printed  warrants  on  the  city  treasurer, 
leaving  the  proper  blanks  for  the  number,  dale,  amount,  name  of  payee, 
and  the  account  on  which  it  is  drawn,  of  each  warrant ;  and  in  which  book, 
so  to  be  provided,  there  shall  be  a  wide  margin  in  which  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  mayor,  carefully  and  at  all  times  to  enter,  in  writing,  the  num- 
ber, date,  amount  and  the  name  of  the  payee  of  each  and  every  warrant 
drawn  by  him  on  the  city  treasury,  so  that  the  same  may  comptrol  and 
aid  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  city  treasurer,  which  book  the 
mayor  shall,  at  all  times,  when  required,  produce  on  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  city  treasurer,  or  the  settlement  of  any  other  account 
when  the  production  of  the  same  may  be  necessary  or  useful. 

IV.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  treasurer  to  provide,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  city,  a  receipt  book,  wherein  he  shall  enter  duplicates  of  re- 
ceipts for  all  money  paid  into  the  treasury,  specifying  the  date,  the  sum, 
by  whom,  and  on  what  account  the  same  is  made ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  person  or  persons  who  have  made  payment  into  the  treasury,  to 
compare  this  receipt  with  the  one  he  or  they  have  obtained,  and  to  coun- 
tersign said  duplicate  receipt,  when  found  to  be  correct.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  city  treasurer,  to  exhibit  said  duplicate  receipt  book  of 
sums  paid  into  the  treasury,  to  any  committee  of  accounts,  or  other  per- 
son or  persons  duly  authorized  to  settle  his  accounts,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  check  said  receipts,  with  the  credits  given  to  the  respective  accounts 
rendered  by  him,  the  last  of  which  receipts  ending  the  time  of  settlement, 
shall  be  signed  by  the  members  of  the  committee,  or  others  making  the 
settlement,  who  have  attended  at  the  examination  of  said  accounts.  And 
it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  city  treasurer  to  exhibit  the  said  duplicate 
receipt  book,  when  required,  at  the  settlement  or  examination  of  the  ac- 
counts of  any  city  collector  of  taxes,  or  other  officer  or  person  when  the 
production  of  the  same  may  be  deemed  useful  or  necessary  by  the  person 
making  the  said  settlement  or  examination ;  and,  on  such  occasions,  said 
duplicate  receipt  book  shall  be  compared  with  the  receipts  which  the  party 
may  have  obtained  from  the  city  treasurer,  on  account  of  moneys  received 
by  him ;  and  in  case  any  difference  shall  be  found  in  the  amount  of  any  of 
the  said  receipts,  it  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  persons  making  the  said 
settlement  or  examination,  to  make  report  thereof  forthwith  to  the  councils. 

V.  That  if  the  said  mayor  or  city  treasurer  shall,  through  inattention, 
parelessness  or  fraud,  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  said  duties  herein- 
before respectively  required  of  them,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  the  use 
of  the  said  city,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Passed  19th  August.  1816,  and  recorded  on  the  14th  September,  1816,  in  Book  A.,  page  13. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  DECEMBER,  1821. 

w3n  Ordinance  imposing  certain  duties  on  the  Assessor,   Mayor,  and 
Treasurer,  and  ■providing  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  city^ 

I.  That  as  soon  as  the  court  of  appeals  shall  have  revised  the  assess- 
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ment  return  of  the  city  assessor,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  assessor  in 
every  year  hereafter,  to  deliver  to  the  mayor  a  fair  copy  of  said  revised 
assessment,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty 
dollars,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid  to  the  city,  by  the  assessor  failing  to  deliver 
such  copy. 

II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor,  immediately  after  furnishing 
the  city  collector  with  the  tax  hst,  to  deliver  to  the  treasurer  a  certified 
statement  of  the  amount  of  said  tax,  with  the  name  of  the  collector;  and 
the  treasurer  shall  open  an  account  with  the  said  collector  and  charge  him 
with  the  same,  and  credit  all  payments  made  by  him. 

III.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor,  when  he  draws  a  warrant 
to  pay  for  curb  stone,  or  for  paving,  or  for  other  purposes,  for  which  indi- 
viduals are  chargeable,  he  shall  immediately  bring  suit  against  the  individ- 
ual for  the  same,  and  furnish  the  treasurer  with  a  certificate  of  such  ac- 
count; and  the  treasurer  shall  charge  the  same  in  his  books  to  said 
individual. 

IV.  That  a  joint  committee  of  one  member  from  the  select  council  and 
two  members  from  the  common  council,  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  ballot 
in  November,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  setUe  the  accounts  of 
the  mayor,  treasurer,  collector,  and  other  officers  of  the  city.  The  com- 
mittee shall  examine  the  accounts  and  receipts  for  which  warrants  have 
been  issued  by  the  mayor,  and  see  that  they  are  just  and  proper;  and  shall 
compare  each  such  account  with  the  check  list  of  said  warrants.  The 
committee  shall  also  examine  and  compare  the  treasurer's  accounts,  with 
the  warrants  paid  and  charged  by  him ;  and,  when  found  correct,  shall 
burn  said  warrants.  And  the  committee  shall  examine  and  compare  the 
moneys  paid  to  the  treasurer,  by  the  receipts  given  to  the  collectors,  and 
by  the  returns  of  the  clerk  of  the  market  of  stall  rents,  and  by  the  returns 
of  the  weigh  masters  of  rents  paid  in  by  them,  and  by  the  returns  of  the 
mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen,  of  fines  and  forfeitures  paid  in,  and  by 
the  mayor's  return  of  moneys  paid  in  on  account  of  licenses,  dog  tax,  &ic. ; 
and  the  committee  shall  see  that  the  treasurer  has  charged  himself  correctly 
with  these  several  sums  of  money,  as  well  as  all  other  sums  of  money 
which  may  have  been  paid  to  him,  arising  from  any  other  source ;  and  the 
committee,  when  settling  the  accounts  of  the  collectors,  shall  require  of 
them  a  particular  list  of  all  lost  taxes,  with  the  names  in  alphabetical  or- 
der, of  the  persons  charged  with  the  same,  and  also  of  the  names  and  tax 
of  all  exonerations  which  may  have  been  allowed  by  the  mayor  and 
treasurer;  and  the  said  lists  shall  be  attested  by  the  oath  of  the  collector, 
and  certified  by  the  mayor  and  treasurer ;  and,  when  examined  by  the 
committee,  shall  be  returned  to  the  treasurer  and  credit  given  for  the  same; 
and  the  committee  shall  ascertain  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer, 
and  any  balance  which  may  be  due  to  the  city  by  collectors  or  other  per- 
sons, and  shall  also  ascertain  the  amount  of  debts  of  every  description  due 
by  the  city,  and  shall  make  a  report  in  writing  to  each  of  the  councils,  at 
their  last  meeting  in  December,  which  report  shall  be  entered  on  the  min- 
utes and  filed  by  the  clerks. 

Passed  29th  December,  1821,  and  recorded  28th  January,  1822,  in  Book  A.  page  61. 
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^n  ordinance  coyicernins;  the  mayor's  vouchers,  and  the  books,  papers, 
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and  accounts  in  the  hands  of  the  different  officers  of  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  the  mayor  shall, 
on  his  removal  from  office,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  deliver  over  to  his 
successor  all  the  books,  papers,  and  accounts,  belonging  to  the  city,  in  his 
hands  as  mayor. 

II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  provide,  at  the  expense  of 
the  city,  a  bound  book,  with  proper  blanks  therein,  in  which  book  he  shall 
carefully,  and  at  all  times,  enter  in  writing  the  number,  date,  items,  amount, 
and  name  of  payee,  of  each  and  every  voucher  on  which  he  may  have 
drawn  his  warrant  on  the  city  treasury,  so  that  the  same  may  aid  in  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  city ;  which  book  the  mayor  shall  at  all 
times,  when  required,  produce  on  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the 
city  treasurer,  or  the  settlement  of  any  other  account,  when  the  production 
of  the  same  may  be  necessary  or  useful. 

III.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  street  commissioner  to  procure,  at  the  expense  of  ihe  city,  a 
bound  book,  in  which  he  shall  open,  number,  and  keep  distinct  accounts 
of  the  several  objects  under  his  superintendence,  as  the  same  are  designa- 
ted and  appropriated  for,  and  in  the  certificates  which  he  may  issue  for 
presentment  to  the  mayor ;  and  that  he  shall  deliver  over,  on  his  removal 
from  office,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  all  the  books,  papers,  accounts, 
«fec.,  which  are  the  property  of  the  city,  to  his  successor;  and  that  he  shall 
at  all  times  produce  said  book,  as  required  by  the  latter  clause  of  the  se- 
cond section  of  this  ordinance. 

IV.  That  the  recording  regulator  shall,  by  virtue  of  this  ordinance,  on 
his  removal  from  office,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  deliver  over  to  his 
successor,  or  if  no  successor  be  appointed  at  the  time  of  his  removal,  to 
the  mayor,  all  records,  books,  &c.,  together  with  the  standard  measuring 
rod,  and  all  other  rods,  &;c.,  which  are  or  may  be  the  property  of  the  city. 

V.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  any  officer,  re- 
signing or  removed,  refusing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordi- 
nance, shall  forfeit  to  the  city  for  such  refusal  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  suit  or  suits  on  the  bond  or  bonds  which  such 
officer  has  given  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office.' 

VI.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  heretofore  passed  as  is  hereby  al- 
tered and  repealed,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

1  The  mayor  gives  no  bond  and  therefore  a  penalty  could  not  be  recovered. 
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Authorizing  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, to  rebuild  or  repair  the  aqueduct  over  the  Allegheny  river  at 
said  city. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  rebuild  or  repair  the  aqueduct  over  the  river  Allegheny, 
which  connects,  at  said  city,  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela  branches  of 
the  western  division  of  the  main  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  upon  such 
plan  as  may  be  approved  by  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  the  cost 
whereof  to  be  paid  by  the  said  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  aforesaid. 

II.  That  in  consideration  of  the  expenditure  incurred  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  an  accurate  account  of 
which  shall  be  kept,  and  on  completion  of  the  said  aqueduct  shall  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  the  said  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  citizens  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  shall  be  authorized  to  levy  and 
collect  for  their  own  proper  use  a  rate  of  toll  not  exceeding  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  on  each  boat,  and  on  passengers,  horses,  and  live  cattle,  a  rate 
of  toll  not  exceeding  the  rates  established  by  the  board  of  canal  commis- 
sioners, for  the  year  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  for  crossing  said  aqueduct,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  citizens  aforesaid,  to  furnish  the  board  of  canal  commission- 
ers on  the  first  day  of  January  in  each  and  every  year,  under  oath,  a  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  receipts  for  tolls  during  the  preceding  year,  togeth- 
er with  a  statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  collection  of  the  same: 
Provided,  That  the  board  of  canal  commissioners  shall  have  the  entire 
control  of  the  water  in  the  canal  at  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  the  same  a? 
though  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

III.  Whenever  the    commonwealth  shall  reimburse  the  mayor,  alder- 
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men,  and  citizens  aforesaid,  for  the  expenditure  incurred  in  rebuilding  or 
repairing  the  said  aqueduct.  After  deducting  the  excess  of  the  receipts 
over  and  above  the  expenses  for  collecting  the  same,  and  the  cost  of  inci- 
dental repairs,  together  with  six  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  cost  of  rebuild- 
ing or  repairing  the  said  aqueduct,  then  the  authority  to  collect  the  tolls  as 
provided  for  in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall  cease  and  determine, 
and  the  canal  commisioners  shall  proceed  to  collect  the  tolls  for  crossing  the 
said  aqueduct,  under  such  regulations  as  they  may  from  time  to  time 
adopt. 

Approved  the  nineteenth  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  184'!. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  JANUARY,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Aqueduct  across  the  Allegheny  river. 

Whereas,  The  Pennsylvania  canal  was  made  by  law  to  terminate  with- 
in the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  occupying  the  public  streets  and  private  property 
of  her  citizens,  and  whereas,  her  citizens  have  at  great  expense,  erected 
buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the  trade  on  said  canal,  and  had  every 
reason  to  expect  that  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  would  have  protect- 
ed the  pledge  guarantied  to  her  citizens  by  law,  that  this  terminous  shrtuld 
be  preserved ;  but,  that  owing  to  the  peculiar  and  unfortunate  condition  of 
the  finances  of  our  state,  the  general  assembly  have  been  compelled  to  of- 
fer to  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  the  only  alternative  that  they  have  in  their 
power  at  the  present  to  make  ;  and  whereas,  the  serious  inconvenience  of 
changing  the  whole  course  of  the  business  of  the  canal  would  be  a  matter 
of  great  moment,  together  with  the  great  loss  of  public  and  private  proper- 
ty, were  the  councils  of  the  city  to  refuse  to  accept  of  the  provisions  of  an 
act  lately  passed,  giving  to  her  the  privilege  of  rebuilding  or  repairing  of 
the  aqueduct  over  the  Allegheny  river,  with  power  of  levying  and  collect- 
ing tolls,  under  certain  conditions  and  restrictions.  Therefore,  although 
the  burthens  on  our  treasury  are  now  sufficiently  great,  still  to  protect  the 
trade  and  interests  of  our  citizens  and  to  prevent  the  great  loss  that  would 
otherwise  occur,  we  find  ourselves  compelled  to  accept  the  provisions  of 
this  act.  Believing  at  the  same  time,  although  it  will  add  to  the  debt  of 
the  citv,  that  still  it  will  afford  the  means  of  payment,  without  resorting  to 
other  resources :  Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select 
and  common  council  assembled,  That  an  act  passed  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
January  inst.,  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  author- 
izing the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  to  rebuild  or  repair 
the  aqueduct  over  the  Allegheny  river  at  said  city,  together  with  the  pro- 
visions and  conditions  annexed,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted. 

II.  Be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  said  act,  that  the 
presidents  of  councils  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  shall 
appoint  a  committee  of  five,  to  be  called  the  aqueduct  committee,  to  con- 
sist of  two  from  the  select  and  three  from  the  common  councils,  and  an- 
nually thereafter  at  the  usual  time  of  appointing  the  regular  committees, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  lo  superintend  the  rebuilding  or  repairing  of  .the 
aqueduct,  and  generally  to  attend  to  all  matters  connected  therewith,  under 
the  advice  and  instructions  of  councils.  And  they  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  sign  all  orders  on  the  mayor,  who  shall  issue  his  warrant  in  usual  form 
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oil  the  city  ti'easurer,  and  keep  a  separate  and  distinct  warrant  book,  for 
this  purpose.  And  the  said  committee  shall  make  report  to  the  city  coun- 
cils annually,  or  oftener,  if  required,  of  the  receipts  and  disbursement  on 
account  of  the  aqueduct,  together  with  such  other  information  as  councils 
may  desire. 

III.  Beit  further  enacted  as  aforesaid.  That  all  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments for  and  on  account  of  said  aqueduct,  shall  pass  through  the  city 
treasury,  under  the  charge  of  the  city  treasurer,  whose  securities  shall  be 
bound  under  the  same  conditions  and  restrictions  that  they  are  now  bound 
for  other  funds  of  the  citv.  The  said  treasurer  shall  keep  this  fund  sep- 
erate  and  distinct  from  all  other  funds  of  the  city,  not  making  any  other 
use  of  the  same  than  for  the  purposes  of  the  aqueduct,  and  he  shall  keep  a 
separate  and  distinct  account  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements  for  or  on 
account  of  said  aqueduct,  charging  every  and  all  expense  that  may  be  in- 
curred for  the  same  to  this  fund,  and  for  his  services  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  an  annual  compensation  of  one  hundred  dollars,  chargeable  to  this  fund 
and  payable  quarterly. 

IV.  That  the  select  and  common  councils  shall  meet  as  soon  after  the 
passage  of  this  ordinance  as  may  be  necessary,  and  by  their  joint  vote 
proceed  to  elect  one  respectable  and  suitable  person  as  a  collector  of  tolls 
for  said  aqueduct,  and  annually  thereafter,  at  the  regular  time  of  electing 
other  city  officers,  who,  before  entering  on  the  performance  of  his  duties 
shall  give  boncj,  with  good  and  sufficient  securities,  in  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  city  officers  are  now 
required  to  do,  and  to  be  collected  for  any  default,  in  the  same  way,  and 
the  committee  on  the  aqueduct  shall  approve  and  endorse  the  same  as 
other  bonds  are  now  approved  and  endorsed.  The  said  collector  shall 
keep  a  daily  account  of  the  receipts,  the  name  of  each  master  or  officer 
having  charge  of  boats  passing,  with  their  tonnage,  and  such  other  infor- 
mation as  the  committee  may  require,  and  shall  pay  all  moneys  on  hand 
into  the  city  treasury  at  least  twice  in  each  week;  and  the  said  collector 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  annual  compensation  of  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  payable  in  like  manner  as  other  city  officers  are  now  paid. 

V.  That  for  the  purpose  of  a  temporary  repair  that  will  secure  the  aque- 
duct for  the  business  season,  the  committee  are  authorised  and  required, 
immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  to  invite  proposals  for 
this  purpose,  giving  not  less  than  ten  days  notice,  and  so  soon  as  they 
receive  the  approval  of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  put  the  same 
under  contract,  providing,  however,  that  the  contractors  shall  enter  into 
bonds  with  good  and  sufficient  security  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  to  keep  up  the  structure  so  as  to  accommodate  the  business  until 
the  30th  of  November,  1844,  and  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expense 
of  these  repairs,  the  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  raise  on  tempo- 
rary loan  a  sum  not  exceeding  six  thousand  dollars,  for  the  payment 
of  which,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  receipts  from  the 
aqueduct,  with  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  city  are  hereby  pledged,  and  the 
said  committee  are  further  instructed  and  required  to  invite  proposals  with 
plans  and  estimates  of  cost  for  re-building  the  aqueduct  over  the  Allegheny 
river,  until  the  first  day  of  April  next,  and  so  soon  after  as  they  shall  re-' 
ceive  the  approval  of  the  board  of  canal  commissioners,  according  to  an 
act  of  assembly,  passed  the  19th  day  of  January,  1844,  shall  report  the  same 
to  councils,  and  the  said  committee  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  employ  some  well  known  and  competent  person  to  superintend  the  re- 
pairs or  rebuilding,  should  they  deem  it  necessary. 
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VI.  After  paying  interest  on  all  sums  used  or  borrowed  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  said  aqueduct,  together  with  all  and  every  expense  for  the  same, 
the  surplus,  should  there  be  any,  shall  form  a  sinking  fund,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  repaying  the  debt  contracted  for  the  repair  or  reconstruction  of 
said  aqueduct. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  this,  the  29th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1844. 


ORDINANCE  OF  13TH  MARCH,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  fixing  the  rates  of  toll  at  the  Aqueduct. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select  and 
common  councils,  assembled.  That  the  following  rates  of  toll  be  charged 
on  boats,  rafts,  and  other  craft,  and  on  all  horses  and  foot  passengers  pass- 
ing the  Pittsburgh  aqueduct,  from  and  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  March,  A. 
D.,  1844,  viz  : 

On  each  and  every  canal  boat,  whether  employed  in  carrying  pas- 
sengers, freight  and  passengers,  or  freight  only,  for  each  passage, 
loaded  or  empty,  -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -$100 

On  each  country  flat  and  other  boats  engaged  in  the  salt  trade,  and 
the  John  Kerns,  known  as  the  Freeport  packet,  and  similar  boats, 
for  each  passage,  loaded  or  empty,         -----         50 

On  all  other  country  flats  with  hay,  straw,  wood,  bark,  coal,  grain, 
Spang's  iron  flat,  and  market  packets,  with  country  produce  and 
passengers,  for  each  passage,  loaded  or  empty,       -         -         -         372 
On  each  raft  of  timber,  per  crib,       -         -         -         -         -         -     1    00 

On  each  foot  passenger,  ...._..  2 

On  each  horse  passenger,         .......  6| 

II.  Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  master  and  owner  or  owners  of 
every  boat,  llat,  &c.,  passing  said  aqueduct  shall  be  alike  severally  liable 
for  the  payment  of  the  above  toll;  and  any  master,  &c.,  who  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  to  stop  and  pay  the  said  toll  to  the  collector  at  the  said  aqueduct, 
or  to  such  other  person  as  may  be  duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same, 
shall  for  every  such  refusal  or  neglect,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dol- 
lars, to  be  recovered  of  the  said  master,  owner  or  owners,  at  the  option  of 
the  collector,  as  like  sums  are  now  recoverable  by  law. 

III.  Be  it  further  ordained,  4*c.,  That  the  master,  owner  or  owners  of 
any  boat,  flat,  or  other  craft,  conveying  any  person  or  persons  over  said 
aqueduct  who  are  not  passengers,  chargeable  with  toll  under  the  canal  rules 
and  regulations,  or  otherwise  connected  with  said  boat,  flat,  &,c.,  shall  for 
every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as 
like  sums  are  recoverable  by  law. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  13th  day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1844 
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ACT  OF  2 1ST  APRIL,  1841. 

To  exempt  from  taxation,  the  property  of  the  overseers  of  the  public 
school,  founded  by  charter,  in  the  toivnand  county  of  Philadelphia,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  for  other  purposes. 

IX.  That  the  real  and  personal  estate,  belonging  to  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  used  and  occupied  by  it  for  public'or  municipal  purposes,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  exempted  from  taxation,  for  any  other  than  state  purposes,  so 
long  as  the  same  may  continue  to  be  so  owned,  used  and  occupied  by  the 
said  corporation. 


ACT  OF  5TH  MAY,  1841. 


To  incorporate  the  Allegheny  and  Butler  Turnpike  Road  Company,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

XVI.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  in  addition  to  the  power  already  enjoyed  by  them,  to 
levy,  assess  and  collect  for  the  use  of  the  said  city,  a  tax  on  all  descrip- 
tions of  property  owned  by  inhabitants  of  said  city,  and  made  taxable  for 
state  purposes  by  the  act  to  create  additional  revenue  to  be  applied  towards 
the  payment  of  interest,  and  the  extinguishment  of  the  debts  of  the  com- 
monwealth, passed  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty :  Provided,  That  the  same  shall  not  exceed  the 
amount  therein  directed  to  be  levied  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  or 
be  construed  to  authorize  any  additional  assessment  upon  real  estate. 


ORDINANCE  OF  8TH  FEBRUARY,  1817. 

An  Ordinance  concerning  the  imposing  and  collecting  of  city  taxes. 
I.  That  for  the  present  year  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient  after  the 
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passing  of  this  ordinance,  and  some  time  in  the  month  of  January  in  each 
and  every  year  hereafter,  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  said  city 
of  Pittsburgh  shall  resolve  on  the  amount  of  taxes  to  be  raised  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  and  shall  assess  the  same  according  to  the  last  assessment  of  the 
county  of  Allegheny,  and  shall  also,  at  the  same  time,  make  specific  ap- 
propriations defining  the  object  and  amount  of  each  expenditure  to  be  made 
for  that  year. 

II.  That  for  the  purpose  of  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  said 
taxes,  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  said  city,  by  their  joint  vote, 
shall  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient  for  the  present  year,  and  annually 
thereafter  on  the  same  day  that  the  mayor  of  the  city  shall  be  elected,  ap- 
point one  respectable  freeholder  of  the  city,  to  be  the  city  assessor,  and 
one  respectable  citizen  to  be  the  collector  of  the  city  taxes., 

III.  That  the  said  assessor  and  collector  shall,  each,  take  an  oath  or 
aflirmation,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  dili- 
gently, faithfully  and  truly  to  perform  the  several  duties  required  of  them 
by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  said  city — which  oaths  or  aflirmations 
shall  be  administered  by  the  mayor  or  an  alderman  of  the  city,  signed  by 
the  party,  and  filed  in  the  mayor's  ofldce. 

IV.  That  immediately  after  the  appointment  of  the  said  city  assessor, 
the  mayor  shall  issue  his  precept  to  him,  requiring  him  to  take  up  the  last 
county  assessment  for  the  said  city,  and  from  and  according  to  it,  to  make 
out  a  just  and  perfect  return,  in  alphabetical  order,  of  the  names  of  all  tax- 
able persons  within  the  said<;ity,  and  of  the  property  made  taxable  by  the 
ordinances  of  the  city,  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  such  precept, 
together  with  the  valuation  of  the  same  as  made  in  the  said  county  assess- 
ment. And  the  said  city  assessor  shall  also,  in  his  said  return,  note,  and 
add  to  the  same,  all  alterations  in  the  said  city,  occasioned  by  transfer  or 
division  of  real  property,  and  also  shall  leave  out  of  the  same  all  persons 
who  have  removed  from  the  city  since  the  said  county  assessment  was 
made,  and  shall  add  and  insert  all  single  freemen  who  have  arrived  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  since  the  last  county  assessment,  and  all  others 
who  have  since  that  time  come  to  inhabit  Avithin  the  said  city,  together 
with  the  taxable  property  such  persons  may  possess :  which  said  persons 
and  property  so  added  to  his  return,  the  city  assessor  shall  assess  and  rate 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  an  act  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  and  collect  county  rates 
and  levies,"  passed  the  11th  day  of  April,  1799.  And  as  soon  as  the  said 
assessment  or  return  is  completed  the  said  city  assessor  shall  cause  written 
or  printed  notices  to  be  given  to  each  taxable  inhabitant  of  the  city,  of  the 
amount  of  the  sum  of  which  he  or  she  stands  rated  for,  together  with  the 
amount  of  his  or  her  tax,  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  an  appeal, 
which  notice  shall  be  given  at  least  three  days  before  the  day  of  appeal. — 
And  which  board  of  appeal  shall  be  composed  of  the  said  assessor,  and  of 
one  member  of  the  select  and  one  member  of  the  ccmnion  council,  to  be 
appointed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the  said  councils,  and  who  shall  attend 
and  hear  all  persons  who  apply  for  redress,  and  grant  such  relief  as  to 
them  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable. 

V.  That  immediately  after  the  said  appeal,  the  mayor  of  the  city  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  cause  the  said  assessment  return  to  be 
filed  in  his  ofiice,  and  a  list  of  the  taxes  to  be  made  out,  and  delivered  to 
the  city  collector,  who  shall  give  a  bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties, 

I   Collectors  increased  to  one  I'or  each  wurd.     See  ordinance  of  30th  December,  1839,  sec.  I. 
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in  a  penalty  of  ten  thousand  dollars,'  conditioned  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  duties.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collector,  after  he 
has  received  the  said  tax  list,  forthwith  to  demand  from  the  persons  in 
such  list  named,  or  at  their  dwelling  houses,  or  in  case  of  their  absence, 
from  their  agents  or  representatives,  the  sum  wlierewith  such  person 
stands  charged,  and  in  case  the  same  shall  not  be  paid  within  two  months 
after  the  said  list  shall  have  been  delivered,  and  demand  made,  as  afore- 
said, it  sliall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  said  collector  to  levy  the  said  tax  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  said  delinquent,  giving  ten  days  public 
notice  of  such  sale  by  written  or  printed  advertisements ;  and  in  case  goods 
or  chattels  cannot  be  found  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same,  with  costs  of  suit, 
the  said  collector  shall  be  authorized  to  take  the  body  of  such  delinquent, 
and  convey  him  to  the  jail  of  the  proper  county,  there  to  remain  until  the 
taxes  with  costs,  be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  or  he  be  otherwise  dis- 
charged by  due  course  of  law ;  and  the  goods  and  chattels  of  all  tenants 
occupying  any  premises  assessed  or  taxed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  as  liable  to 
be  distrained  for  taxes  arising  out  of  such  premises,  as  though  the  said 
tenants  were  the  real  owners  thereof:  Provided  nevertheless,  that  such 
tenants  shall  have  the  benefit  of  defalcating  such  tax  with  his  or  her  land- 
lord, at  the  payment  of  his  or  her  rents,  unless  specially  agreed  upon 
otherwise,  by  contract  or  lease:  Provided  ahvays,  that  where  he  said 
collector  shall  have  reasonable  grounds  to  believe  that  any  single  freeman, 
or  other  person,  charged  or  taxed  in  his  said  list,  is  about  to  leave  or  re- 
move from  the  city,  without  paying  his  or  her  tax,  then  and  in  such  case 
he  shall  have  power  and  authority  immediately  to  levy  and  collect  the  same. 

VI.  That  the  collector  of  taxes  shall,  under  the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars, 
for  each  and  every  neglect,  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  city  treasurer, 
on  the  last  day  of  every  week,  the  whole  amount  of  taxes  collecte.d  by 
him  during  the  week,  exclusive  of  the  commission  or  compensation  al- 
lowed to  him  for  collecting  the  same.  And  if  any  of  the  taxes  mention- 
ed in  the  said  tax  list,  shall  not  be  collected  and  paid  to  the  treasurer  with- 
in nine  months  after  the  said  tax  list  shall  have  been  delivered  to  the  col- 
lector, the  said  collector  and  hi?  securities  shall  be  answerable  for  the  sums 
in  his  said  tax  list  mentioned,  unless  the  said  collector  shall  make  it  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  mayor  and  treasurer  of  the  city,  that  the  real  es-- 
tate  taxed  as  aforesaid,  has  been  for  all  the  time  aforesaid  unoccupied, 
and  the  owner  thereof  out  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  or  the  persons 
charged  with  personal  taxes  were  not  to  be  found,  or  were  by  poverty  dis- 
abled to  pay  the  same. 

VII.^  That  the  assessor  shall  receive  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  per  day,  for  his  time  actually  employed  in  the  service  herein  pre- 
scribed, and  the  collector  of  the  taxes  shall  be  allowed  a  commission  of 
three  per  centum  on  the  moneys  collected  and  paid  over  by  him. 

VIII.  That  for  the  more  effectually  providing  against  neglects  and  other 
defaults  therein,  the  treasurer  is  authorized  and  required  to  examine  from 
time  to  time  the  tax  list  aforesaid,  which  may  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  collector  ;  and  if  he  shall  be  found  delinquent  in  discharging  his  duties, 
the  treasurer  shall  forthwith  give  notice  in  writing,  to  the  mayor,  or  in  his 
absence  to  the  recorder  of  the  city,  in  order  that  the  necessary  and  proper 
measures  may  be  adopted  therein. 

Passed  8th  February,  1817,  and  recorded  5th  March,  1816.  in  Book  A-  page  40 

1.  Altered  to  five  thousand  dollars. 

2.  Assessor's  salary  fixed  at  one  hundred  dollars  by  ordinance  of  29th  Feb.  1836,  for  which 
lee  record  Book,A.  page  222. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  DECEMBER,  1839. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  Ordinance  passed  Februai-ySth, 1817 . 

I.  That  for  the  year  1840,  and  each  and  every  year  thereafter,  the 
select  and  common  councils  shall,  by  their  joint  vote  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing for  the  election  of  other  city  officers,  appoint  five  respectable  citizens  to 
be  collectors  of  city  taxes,  to  wit:  One  person  for  each  ward  in  the  city, 
which  said  collectors  shall  be  selected  from  amongst  the  citizens  of  the 
ward  for  which  they  are  respectively  appointed  to  collect,  who  shall  each, 
on  or  before  receiving  the  duplicates  of  their  respective  wards,  give  a  bond, 
with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  in  a  penalty  of  five  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  mayor  and  treasurer,  conditioned  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  duties.  The  said  collectors  shall  receive  the  same 
compensation  (to  wit,  3  per  cent.)  for  collecting,  ai;d  be  under  the  same 
penalties  and  forfeitures  (not  herein  enumerated)  as  is  provided  for  and  di- 
rected by  the  ordinance  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

II.  That  for  the  year  1840,  and  each  and  every  year  thereafter,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  city  assessor  to  make  out  a  just  and  correct  return  of 
the  taxable  inhabitants  of  each  ward  separately,  in  alphabetical  order,  (in 
lieu  of  one  general  return  of  the  said  taxable  inhabitants,  as  heretofore ;) 
and  be  guided  in  all  other  duties,  and  by  the  same  penalties  and  forfeituies, 
as  is  prescribed  by  the  aforesaid  ordinance. 

III.  That  so  much  of  the  said  ordinance,  passed  February  8th,  1817, 
and  all  subsequent  ordinances,  as  is  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  30th  Dec.  1839  ;  and  recorded  3d  Jan.  1840,  in  Book  A.,  page  269.  ^ 
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ATTORNEY  AND  SOLICITOR. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  26th  MAY,  1821.  j  Additional  counsel  may  be  employed 3 
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ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  MAY,  1821. 

An  Ordinance  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  solicitor  for  the  city, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

I.  That  the  mayor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  solicitor 
for  the  city,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  suits  and 
pleas  for  and  against  the  city,  or  where  the  interests  of  the  city  are  drawn 
into  controversy  in  courts  of  justice ;  and  also  to  give  counsel  to  the  officers 
of  the  city,  when  required,  relative  to  matters  in  the  execution  of  their 
respective  offices. 

II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  solicitor  to  make  and  deliver  to  the 
mayor,  on  the  last  Saturday  of  November  in  every  year,  a  statement  of 
all  suits,  pleas  and  business  of  the  city,  that  have  been  under  his  care  in 
the  preceding  year,  specifying  the  progress  and  actual  condition  of  the 
same,  accompanied  with  an  account  for  his  services  during  the  year,  which 
shall  be  transmitted  by  the  mayor  to  the  councils,  for  examination,  adjust- 
ment, and  orders  for  payment. 

III.  That  where  important  interests  of  the  city  happen  to  be  involved 
in  a  suit  or  plea,  depending  in  any  court,  the  mayor  may,  in  his  discretion, 
engage  additional  counsel,  to  aid  the  solicitor  in  sustaining  the  rights  of 
the  city :  and  suitable  compensation  snail  be  made  to  such  counsel  out  of 
the  city  funds. 

IV.  Obsolete. 

Passed  26th  May,  1821,  and  recorded  12th  June,  1821,  in  Book  A.,  page  59. 

ORDINANCE  OF  5TH  JANUARY,  1842. 

An  ordinance  for  the  election  of  city  solicitor  and  for  the  appointment 
of  the  clerk  of  the  markets. 

I.  Be  it  ordained,  4*c.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordi- 
nance, the  city  solicitor  shall  be  elected  on  joint  vote  at  the  same  time,  and 
in  the  same  manner  with  the  other  city  officers,  annually  chosen  by 
councils. 

II.  And  he  it  further  ordained,  ^c.  That  a  salary  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  be  fixed,  which  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  particular  fees 
or  charges  for  the  services  of  the  officer  aforesaid. 

III.  See  markets. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  ^c.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance, 
or  law  of  the  city,  as  may  be  inconsistent  with  this  ordinance,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  5th  January,  A.  D.  1842. 
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CONTEIVTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  21st  SEPT.  181G.        ,      ORDINANCE  OF  3l8t  AUGUST,  IS40. 

Regulations  of  bake  houses, 4  j  All  bread  to  be  sold  by  weight, 1 

Penalty '^  'Penalty ib 

ORDINANCE  OF   21ST  SEPTEMBER,  1816. 

I.  II.  and  III.  See  Fires. 

IV.  That  from  and  after  one  year  from  the  pnblication  of  this  ordi- 
nance, no  person  Avhatsoever  \vithin  the  said  city,  by  himself,  his  agents, 
journeymen,  apprentices,  or  servants,  shall  occupy  the  trade  of  a  baker,  or 
biscuit  or  soft  bread  baker,  but  in  a  bake-house  built  of  brick  or  stone,  and 
arched  over  with  one  or  the  other  of  said  materials,  if  the  plan  will  admit 
thereof;  otherwise  to  be  well  and  securely  ceiled  with  plastering;  the 
floor  of  said  bake-house  either  of  earth  or  paved  with  stone  or  brick  ;  the 
crown  of  the  oven  to  be  secured  by  carrunjup  the  foundation  walls 
square,  and  filling  the  same  with  sand  or  earth  at  least  six  inches  higher 
than  the  top  of  the  oven  ;  and  the  chimney  to  be  arched  in  the  said  bake- 
house, and  without  any  timber  in  or  near  adjoining  to  the  same.  And 
every  person  who  shall  herein  offend,  shall,  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit 
and  pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars,  and  for  every  month  afterwards  that  he,  she 
or  they  shall  occupy  any  bake-house  or  oven,  not  constructed  as  above 
mentioned  and  described,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  fine  of  twenty-five  dollars.' 


ORDINANCE    OF  31ST  AUGUST,  1840. 

An  Ordinance  regulating  the  weight   of  bread  sold  within  the   city  of 
Pittsburgh. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  all  bread  made  for 
sale  and  sold  within  the  said  city,  shall  be  sold  by  weight  as  follows,  viz  : 
every  "loaf"  shall  weigh  two  pounds,  avoirdupois;  every  "twist"  shall 
weigh  two  pounds  avoirdupois;  and  every  "roll"  shall  weigh  one  pound, 
avoirdupois  ;  and  every  baker  or  other  person  selling  or  offering  for  sale, 
any  loaf,  twist,  or  roll  of  bread  of  less  weight  than  is  prescribed  by  this 
ordinance,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  doUars  for  each  offence, 
which  sum  shall  be  recovered  by  any  person  suing  for  the  same,  before 
any  alderman  of  said  city,  hi  the  manner  debts  of  a  like  sum  are  by  law 
recoverable,  together  with  the  cost  of  suit. 

Passed  31st  Augnst,  1840,  and  recorded  3d  September,  1840,  in  Book  A.  page  275. 
1.  For  remaining  sections  see  Fires. 


CHAPTER   VII 
BATHING. 


ORDINANCE  OF  19th  AUGUST,  1816. 
No  naked  person  to  bathe  in  the  rivers, ....      1  ' 

ORDINANCE  OF  19TH  AUGUST,  1816. 

Jin  Ordinance  prohibiting  public  bathing. 

That  if  any  person  shall  publicly  bathe,  wash  or  swim,  when  naked,  in 
either  of  the  rivers,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  city,  between  sunrise  and 
half  past  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  evening,  ever)''  person  so  offending,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars.  And  the  mayor,  recor- 
der, aldermen  and  contstables  of  the  city,  are  hereby  specially  enjoined  to 
arrest  and  prosecute  all  persons  ofl^ending  against  this  ordinance.' 

Passed  lUth  August,  1816,  and  recorded  14th  September,  1816,  in  Book  A.  page  15. 

1  It  is  an  indictable  Offence  at  common  law,  for  any  one  publicly  to  bathe  and  expose  them- 
selves naked,  near  to  the  highways  and  habitations  of  the  citizens  ;  and  punishable  by  fine  and 
imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  Seethe  cases,  2  Camph.  89.  1  Sid.  168.  \  Keh. 
620.  1  Sess.  C.  231.  2  Slra.  790.  Upon  the  same  principle,  it  is  indictable  to  publish,  or  ex- 
hibit, obscene  andindecent  books,  prints,  or  paintings.  2  Stra.  788.  4  fiurr.  2527,  2574.  Any 
offence,  which,  by  its  nature  and  example,  tends  to  the  general  corruption  of  morals,  as  the  exhi- 
bition of  an  obscene  picture,  is  indictable  at  common  law  ;  and  such  offence  may  be  punished, 
although  it  be  not  committed  in  public.     <^ommonwealth  vs.  Sharpless,  et  al.  2  Sergt.  and  Rawle,  91. 
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BOARD  MEASURERS. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  7th  JANUARY,  1825,      ORDINANCE  OF    30tli  OCTOBER,  1843. 
Measurers  to  oav  percent,  to  the  city,.  ..  .     21  Measurers   to  make  returns  to  wharf  mas. 

ORDINANCE  OF  14th  APRIL,  1828.  ter, 1 

Fees  foi  measuring  boards,  &c., j  Penalty, 1 

ORDINANCE  OF  13th  JANUARY,  1829.    . 

ORDINANCE   OF  24TH  AUGUST,  1816. 

I.  II.  III.  IV.  and  V.  See  Regulator,  &c. 

VI.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty,  when  reasonably  required,  of  the  meas- 
urers and  inspectors  of  boards  and  scantling,  to  measure  and  inspect  all 
boards  and  scantling  brought  within  the  city  for  sale  or  barter,  and  to  give 
a  certificate  of  the  same  to  the  seller,  and  if  any  of  the  said  measurers 
and  inspectors  shall  neglect  or  refuse  td  perform  the  said  duties,  when  rea- 
sonably required,  he  or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  ten  dollars  for  each  offence. 

VII.  That  no  regulator,  inspector,  or  measurer  of  boards,  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  deputy,  but  in  all  cases  shall  perform  their  respective 
duties  personally. 

Passed  24th  August.  1816,  and  recorded  27ih  September,  1816,  in  book  A.  page  23. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  MARCH,  1823. 

Supplement  to  an  ordinance,  entitled  "  An  ordinance  describing  the  du- 
ties  and  compensations  of  the  regulators  of  the  lots  and  streets,  and 
the  measurers  and  inspectors  of  boards  and  scantling^ 

That  each  arid  every  person  landing  boards  or  scantling  on  any  of  the 
beaches,  wharves,  landings,  streets,  lanes,  or  alleys  of  the  said  city,  for 
sale  or  barter,  shall,  when  sold  or  bartered,  have  said  boards  or  scantling 
measured  and  inspected  by  one  of  the  city  officers  appointed  for  that 
purpose ;  and  each  and  every  person  purchasing  or  bartering  for  such 
boards  or  scantling  shall  require  such  measurement  and  inspection  to  be 
made  according  to  the  city  ordinances  ;  and  no  person  but  such  as  are  reg- 
ularly appointed  for  that  purpose  shall  measure  and  inspect  said  boards  or 
scantling ;  and  each  and  every  person  neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  this  ordinance,  shall  upon  conviction  thereof,  for  every 
such  ofTence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  with  costs  of  suit. 

Passed  29th  March,  1823,   and  recorded  18th  April,  1823.  in  Book  A.  page  71. 
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ORDINANCE  OP  7TH  JANUARY,  1825. 

An  Ordinance  taxing  certain  officers. 

I.  See  Gauger. 

II.  That  the  measurers  of  boards  and  scantling,  appointed  by  law,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  required  to  pay  into  the  city  treasury  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  all  moneys  received  by  them  as  fees,  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  be  required  to  pay  the 
same  quarterly  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

Passed  7th  day  of  January,  1825,  and  recorded  7th  day  of  March,  1825,  in  book  A.  page  86. 


ORDINANCE  OF  14TH  APRIL,  1828, 

An  Ordinance  reducing  the  fees  of  certain  offiQers. 

That  the  fees  to  be  received,  from  and  after  the  date  hereof,  by  the 
measurers  and  inspectors  of  boards  and  scantling,  shall  be  as  follows,  viz : 
For  any  quantity  not  exceeding  one  thousand  feet,  twenty  cents.  For  any 
quantity  above  one  thousand  and  not  exceeding  five  thousand  feet,  fifteen 
cents  per  thousand — and  for  any  quantity  above  five  thousand  feet,  ten 
cents  per  thousand. 


ORDINANCE  OF  13TH  JANUARY,  1829. 

w2n  Ordinance  for  the  appointment  of  five  measurers  and  inspectors  of 
boards,  scantling,  and  shingles. 

I.  That  yearly  on  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  electing  city  officers, 
there  shall  be  elected  by  the  viva  voce  joint  vote  of  the  select  and  common 
councils,  five  measurers  and  inspectors  of  boards,  scantling,  and  shingles, 
whose  duties  and  fees  shall  be  the  same  as  are  already  prescribed  and  fix- 
ed by  the  several  ordinances  now  in  force  respecting  the  measures  and  in- 
spectors of  boards  and  scantling. 

II.  That  the  fees  authorized  to  be  demanded  for  inspecting  shingles, 
shall  be  as  follows:  For  every  1000  not  exceeding  20,000,  three  cents ; 
for  every  1000  exceeding  20,000,  two  cents. 

III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  or  ordinances  as  are  hereby  altered 
or  supplied,  be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 


ORDINANCE  OF  24TH  APRIL,  1837. 

An  Ordinance  providing  for  the  appointment  of  two  additional  board 
measurers. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  there  shall  be  two 
additional  board  measurers  in  and  for  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  who  shall  re- 
ceive the  same  fees,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  re- 
strictions as  the  other  board  measurers  of  said  city. 

II.  That  the  select  and  common  councils  shall,  and  do,  forthwith,  and 
annually  hereafter,  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  election  of  other  city  offi- 
eers,  viva  voce,  and  in  joint  meeting,  elect  two  persons  as  board  measurers, 
in  pursuance  of  the  first  section  of  this  ordinance. 
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III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  24lh  April,  1837;  and  recorded  29th  April.  1837,  in  Book  A  ,  page  !i39. 

ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  OCTOBER,  1843. 

Jin  Ordinance  relating  to  hoard  measurers. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance,  any  board  measurer  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  returns 
to  the  wharf  master,  of  the  number  of  feet  of  boards  and  lumber,  he  may 
measure  for  any  person  or  persons,  previous  to  collecting  his  own  fees, 
shall,  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  city  the  sum 
of  two  dollars;  and  shall  also  be  held  liable  for  the  wharfage  of  said  boards 
or  lumber. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  tlie  30th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1843. 
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ACT  OF  6TH  MARCH,  1820. 

7  Smith,  254.      PurJon,  734. 

An  Act   relative  to  the  oivners  and  drivers  of  public  stages  and  other 
carriages/or  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  and  for  other  purposes. 
I,  Be  it  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  if  tlie 
driver  of  any  public  stage,  mail  coach,  coachee  or  carriage,  shall  leave  the 
same  with  the  horses  attached  thereto,  without  some  suitable  person  to  at- 
tend to  and  take  care  of  such  horses,  or  securely  fastening  the  same,  such 
driver,  and  the  owner  or  owners,  or  any  of  them,  of  such  stage,  mail  coach, 
coachee  or  carriage,  shall  for  every  such  ofience  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum 
not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars,  one  moiety  whereof  shall  go 
to  the  person  giving  information  of  the  commission  of  such  offence,  and  the 
other  moiety  to  the  stock  of  the  county  where  such  ofl^ence  shall  have  been 
committed  :  Provided,  That  the  party  aggrieved  shall  have  a  right  to  ap- 
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peal  to  the  next  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  wherein  the  offence 
was  committed. 

II.  That  if  any  wagoner,  carter,  drayman  or  driver  of  any  stage,  mail 
coach,  coachee  or  carriage,  shall  wilfully  and  vexatiously  obstruct  or  delay 
any  person  or  persons  travelling  on  the  public  highways  of  this  common- 
wealth, he  shall  for  every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty 
dollars,  one  half  whereof  shall  go  to  the  person  giving  information  of  the 
commission  of  such  offence,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  stock  of  the  coun- 
ty where  the  offence  shall  have  been  committed. 

III.  That  the  said  penalties  may  be  recovered  before  any  alderman  or 
justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  same  manner  as  sums  not  above  one  hundred 
dollars  are  now  by  law  recovered,  and  that  in  any  suit  or  action  brought  to 
recover  the  same,  the  informer  shall  be  a  competent  witness,  leaving  his 
credibility  as  in  other  cases  to  be  judged  of  by  the  proper  authority  deter- 
mining the  same:  And  no  such  suit  or  action  shall  be  abated,  nor  a  nonsuit 
therein  ordered  on  account  of  the  names  of  all  the  owners  of  any  such 
stage,  mail  coach,  coachee  or  carriage  not  being  embraced  as  defendants, 
but  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  bring  and  sustain  any  such  suit  or  action 
against  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  owners :  Provided,  That  no  suit  or 
action  shall  be  brought  against  any  person  for  the  penalty  incurred  by  a 
violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  after  the  expiration  of  thirty  days 
from  the  commission  of  the  offence.' 

Passed,  March  6th,  1820. 

J  1.  Previously  to  the  act  in  the  text,  it  had  been  decided,  by  the  supreme  court :  1.  An  in- 
habitant of  a  city  is  not  a  competent  witness  in  support  of  a  prosecution  when  the  penahy  inures 
to  tlie  benefit  of  the  city.  Sup.  ct.  1797.  MS.  2.  A  taxable  inliabitont  is  a  witness  on  an  in- 
dictment for  selling  spirituous  liquors  wihout  license;  but  one  who  has  actually  been  assessed 
or  rated  is  not.     4  Sergt.and  Rawle.li}. 

2.  Any  inteiest  that  J!/rors  may  be  considered  to  have  in  forfeited  recognizances  on  accoiint  of 
the  diminution  that  the  recovery  of  the  same  may  have  in  the  county  rates,  shall  not  discjualify 
them  from  serving  as  jurors  on  forfeited  recognizances.     7  Smith,  578,  chap.  5228. 

3.  In  a  suitunderthe  "  act  relative  to  owners  and  drivers  of  publi«  stages,"  &c.,  7  Smith,  254, 
chap.  4829,  the  informer  declared  a  competent  witness,  leaving  his  credibility,  as  in  other  cases, 
to  bejudged  of  by  the  proper  authority  determining  the  same. 

4.  When  a  corporation  are  parties,  or  immediately  interested,  no  member  can  be  a  juror  or 
witness.  1  Yeates,  480.  The  interest  which  a  witness  has  in  the  verdict,  or  the  event  of  the  suit, 
is  the  criterion  by  which  his  competency  is  to  be  tested.  If  he  be  interested  in  the  question,  but 
not  in  the  verdict,  it  goes  to  his  credit,  but  not  to  his  competency.     6  Binn.  31  9.     1  Yeates,  84. 

5.  The  interest  must  be  direct,or  the  verdict  to  be  obtained  by  his  evidence,  or  given  against  it, 
must  be  evidence  for  or  against  him  in  another  action.  4  Binn.  83.  It  must  also  be  a  certain 
and  not  a  possible  benefit  in  the  suit.  3  Sergt.  and  Rawle,  32.  One  who  is  equally  liable  to  both 
parties  is  a  competent  witness.     Addison,  144. 

6.  Wherever  the  verdict  may  create  a  new  responsibility  which  the  law  would  recognize  in 
favor  of  or  against  a  witness,  or  increase  or  deciease  an  existing  one.  tiie  witness  ought  to  be 
rejected.  5  Sergt-and  Jiawle,  311.  When  a  person  renders  himself  interested  by  a  voluntary 
act,  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  a  party  of  the  benefit  of  his  testimony,  he  may  be  compelled  to 
give  evidence.  4  Sergt.  and  Rawle.  222.  The  party  who  objects  is  to  shew  the  interest  existing 
at  the  time  of  theoaili.     2  Binn.  497. 

7.  A  person  who  iAJTiis  himself  interested,  but  who  in  fact  is  not;  or  one  who  is  under  an  hon- 
orary engagement  only,  is  competent.  3  Sergt.  and  Rawle,  \30.  4  Sergt.  aitd  Rnwle,  i::6.  Where 
the  witness  declared  his  expectation  of  some  compensation  for  assisting  to  nriake  a  seizure  of 
goods,  in  case  they  were  cimdemned,  he  was  declared  incompetent.     1  Dallas,  62. 

If  the  ordinances  of  a  city  are  in  collision  with  an  act  of  congtess,  the  former  must  give  way. 
The  laws  of  congress  made  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  the  supreme 
laws  of  the  land,  any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  state  notwithstanding. 

Driving  a  carriage  through  a  populous  and  crowded  street  in  the  city,  at  such  a  rate,  or  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants,  is  an  indictable  offence  at  common  law 
and  amounts  to  a  breach  of  the  peace;  and  a  constable  is  authorized,  without  a  warrant,  to  pre - 
vent  the  peace  from  being  thus  broken. 

The  act  of  congress  prohibiting  the  stoppage  of  the  mail,  is  not  to  be  construed  so  as  to  prevent 
the  arrest  of  the  driver  of  a  stage  or  carriage  in  which  the  mail  is  carried,  when  he  is  driving 
through  a  crowded  city  at  such  a  rate  as  to  endanger  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants. 

See  United  States  vs.  John  Hart,  1  Peters'  Reports,  590,  in  which  the  deft.,  high  constable  of 
Philadelphia,  was  indicted  for  knowmgly  and  wilfully  retarding  the  passage  of  the  mail,  contrary 
to  the  act  of  congress,  iairs  United  States,  vol.  iv.  p.  292,  the  stage  containing  the  mail  being 
driven  through  the  Btreets  at  a  rapid  rate. 
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ACT  OF  1ST  APRIL,  1836. 

An  Act  for  the  prevention  of  injuries  to  individuals  by  the  gross  negli- 
gence, or  wilful  misconduct  of  stage  drivers  and  others. 

I.  Be  it  enacted,  ^'c.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  if 
any  person  within  this  commonwealth  shall  become  injured,  either  in  per- 
son or  property,  through  or  by  reason  of  the  gross  negligence  or  wilful 
misconduct  of  the  driver  of  any  public  stage,  mail  coach,  coachee,  carriage 
or  car  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  or  through  or  by  reason 
of  the  gross  negligence  or  wilful  misconduct  of  any  engineer,  or  conductor 
of  any  locomotive  engine,  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  passengers,  or 
of  goods,  wares,  merchandize  or  produce  of  any  description,  such  driver, 
engineer  or  conductor,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  for  every  such  offence,  be  punished  by  a  fine,  not 
exceeding  fifty  dollars,  and  imprisonment  in  the  jail  of  the  county  wherein 
such  offence  shall  have  been  committed,  for  any  length  of  time  not  exceed- 
ing six  months,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court:  Provided,  That  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  shall  not  interfere  with  the  civil  remedies  against  the  pro- 
prietors or  others,  to  which  the  party  injured  may  by  law  be  now  entitled/ 

Passed  1st  of  April,  1836.     See  Pamphlet  Laws  of  Penn.  session  of  1835--36,  page  427. 
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I.  II.  III.  IV.  V.  VI.  VII.  VIII.  See  Markets. 

IX.  That  each  and  every  cart,  wagon,  or  carriage,  in  which  stone  coal 
shall  be  brought  into  the  city  for  sale  shall  be  branded  by  the  clerk  ef  the 
market,  in  plain  and  conspicuous  figures,  in  such  manner  as  to  show 
when,  and  at  what  height,  the  sides  of  the  body  standing  or  drawn  per- 
pendicular, shall  contain  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  sixty,  and  seventy 
bushels,  and  for  measuring  and  branding  each  wagon,  or  four  wheeled  car- 
riage as  aforesaid,  the  clerk  of  the  market  shall  receive  one  dollar,  and  for 
each  cart  fifty  cents,  to  be  paid  by  the  owner  or  possessor  thereof. 

X.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  sell  or  offer  to  sell  stone  coal  in 
the  city  aforesaid,  without  first  having  his,  her  or  their  wagon,  cart  or  car- 
riage, so  as  aforesaid  measured  and  branded,  or  shall  in  any  way  alter  the 
measurement  or  brand,  or  shall,  after  the  same  has  been  measured  and 
branded,  alter  the  body  or  bodies  of  the  wagon,  cart  or  carriage,  by  cutting 
down,  lowering,  contracting  the  sides,  raising  the  bottom,  or  in  any  oth- 
er manner,  or  shall  use  or  practise  any  kind  of  trick,  artifice  or  deception 
in  loading,  unloading,  hauling,  delivering,  or  selling  the  said  coal,  he,  she 
or  they  so  offending,  shall  for  each  offence,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars.^ 

1.  This  act  may  be  considered  as  supplementary  to  the  act  of  the  6'.h  of  March,  1820,  "relative 
to  the  owners  and  drivers  of  public  stages  and  other  carriages  for  the  conveyance  ol'  pas.sengers, 
and  for  other  purposes.''  That  act  gives  a  remedy  to  the  party  agrieved,  to  recover  the  penalties 
prescribed  before  any  alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  same  manner  as  debts  not  above 
one  hundred  dollars  are  recovered — one  half  of  the  penalties  recovered  to  be  paid  into  the  coun- 
ty treasury,  &c.  The  act  in  the  text  goes  further,  and  renders  offenders  liable  to  indictment,  and 
to  a  limited  punishment  by  a.  fine  and  punishment,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

2.  In  addition  to  the  penalty  prescribed  in  this  section,  against  fraudulent  practises  in  selling 
coal,  the  person  v/ho  is  guilty  of  such  practises,  or  who  alters  or  defaces  the  public  brands  or 
marks  for  the  purpose  of  fraud,  may  be  indicted  and  punished  as  a  common  cheat.  All  fraud- 
ulent practises  in  the  sale  or  barter  of  any  article  of  merchandise  are  punishable  by  indictment. 
The  case  of  Rez  vs.  Wkeatley,  2,  Burr.  1125,  seems  to  have  i;learly  established  the  true  bounda- 
ry between  those  frauds  that  are,  and  those  that  are  not  indictable  at  common  law  per  Lord 
Kent/on  in  6  Term  Rep.  565.     The  distinctions  there  laid  down  is  this:  that  in  such  impositions  or 
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XI.  Tliat  in  any  case  when  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  city  shall  have 
reasonable  grounds  to  suspect  any  person  selling  or  delivering  coal,  to  be 
attempting  to  violate  or  actually  violating  any  of  the  provisions  herein  con- 
tained, or  to  be  attempting  to  practice  or  using  any  kind  of  fraud,  trick, 
deception  or  artifice,  such  officer  or  officers  shall  cause  the  load  or  loads, 
and  wagon  or  Avagons,  or  other  carriage,  to  be  examined  and  measured  by 
the  clerk  of  the  market,  and  if  any  fraud,  trick,  deception  or  deiiciency  in 
quantity  is  found  or  detected,  the  load  or  loads  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use 
of  the  citv,  and  the  aforesaid  fine  of  twenty  dollars  be  also  imposed  on  the 
person  or  persons  so  ofTending ;  but  no  costs  for  examination  to  be  charg- 
ed if  tlie  person  be  innocent.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the 
market,  when  required  by  any  person  or  persons  to  measure  any  load  of 
coal  sold,  or  offered  to  be  sold  in  the  city,  and  if  the  same  is  found  to  be 
fraudulent,  or  in  any  way  deficient  in  quantity,  the  loaid  shall  be  forfeited  tojthe 
use  of  the  person  or  persons  making  the  applicatiour  and  the  aforesaid  fine  of 
twenty  dollars  be  also  imposed  on  the  person  or  persons  so  offending,  and 
who  shall  also  ])ay  for  the  measurement  of  the  same.  But  in  case  the  load 
is  found  to  be  fair,  and  to  hold  out  in  quantity,  then  and  in  such  case,  the 
person  making  the  application  shall  pay  for  measuring  the  same. 

XII.  That  the  clerk  of  the  market  shall  receive  one  cent  per  bushel,  Cor 
measuring  coal  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance. 

XIII.  Relates  to  pot  and  pearl  ashes  and  tobacco* 

Passed  Au''ust  9tli,  A.  D.   1816. 


ORDINANCE  OF  7TH  SEPTEMBER,  1816. 

^n  Ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  persons  riding,  and  of  the  drivers  of 
drays,  carts  and  carriages,  and  horses,  in  and  through  the  city. 

Whereas,  frequent  accidents  have  happened  by  the  carelessness  or  per-^ 
verseness  of  the  drivers  of  carriages  and  horses,  in  and  through  the  streets,' 
lanes  and  alleys  odf  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. — For  remedy  and  prevention 
thereof^ 

I.  Be  it  enacted,  ^^c.  That  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  ordi-- 
nance,  all  and  every  the  driver  or  drivers  of  all  coaches,  chariots,  caravans, 
wagons,  phajtons,  chaises,  chairs,  solos,  sleighs,  carts,  drays,  and  other  car- 
riages of  burthen  and  pleasure,  driving  and  passing  in  and  through  the 
streets,  lanes  and  alley  s  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  where  there  is  room  sufficient 
for  two  to  pass,  shall  keep  on  that  side  of  the  street,  lane  or  alley,  on^  hii? 
or  their  right  hand  respectively,  in  tlie  passing  direction. 

II.  That  if  any  driver  of  any  such  carriage,  shall  drive  such  carrit^e  iii 
the  middle  of  the  street,  or  on  the  side  of  the  way  on  his  left  hand,-  so'  a» 
to  prevent  or  obstruct  another  carriage  from  passing  as  aforesaid,  every 
driver  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  such  offence,  a  fine'  not  less 
than  one  dollar  nor  more  than  five  dollars. 

III.  That  whenever  any  such  carriage  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  entered 
any  street,  lane  or  alley  in  the  city,  where  there  is  not  room  sufficient  be- 
tween the  posts  for  two  such  carriages  to  pass,  no  other  such  carriage 
shall  enter  the  same  street,  lane  or  alley,  in  an  opposite  direction,  to  hinder 

deceits,  where  common  prudence  may  guard  persons  against  their  suft'ering  from  them,  tlie  of- 
fence is  not  indictable,  but  the  party  is  left  to  iiis  civil  remedy  for  the  redress  of  the  injury  that 
has  been  done  to  him;  but  where  false  weights  and  measures  are  used,  or  false  tokens  pro- 
duced, or  such  methods  taken  to  cheat  and  deceive  as  people  cannot  by  any  ordinary  care  or 
prudence  be  guarded  against,  there  it  is  an  ofTeiice  indictable. 
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or  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  first  so  entered,  but  shall  remain  in  the  adja- 
cent street  until  the  first  shall,  with  all  diligence,  have  passed  through  ;  of 
if  dny  driver  or  other  person  shall  offend  in  such  case  as  to  hinder  the 
passage  of  the  first  carriage  which  shall  have  so  entered,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  for  every  such  ofience,  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  dollars  nor  less  than 
one  dollar. 

IV.  That  no  person  whatsoever  shall  sit  or  stand  in  or  upon  any  such 
carriage,  or  on  any  horse  or  beast  harnessed  thereto,  in  order  to  drive 
the  same,  unless  he  shall  have  strong  lines  or  reins  fastened  to  the  bridles 
of  his  beasts,  and  held  in  his  hands,  sufiicient  to  guide  them  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  and  restrain  them  from  running,  galloping",  or  going  at  immoder-- 
ate  rates  through  the  said  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  ;  and  that  no  person  what-- 
sover,  driving  any  such  carriage,  or  riding  upon  any  horse,  mare  or  geld- 
ing, in  or  through  the  said  city,  shall  permit  or  suffer  the  beast  or  beasts 
he  shall  so  drive  or  ride,  to  go  in  A  jrfallop  or  other  immoderate  gait,  so  as  to 
endanger  persons  standing  or  walking  in  the  streets  or  alleys  thereof ;  and 
that  all  porters,  carters,  and  other  persons  having  the  care  of  any  such 
carriages  passing  through  the  said  city,  who  shall  not  hold  the  reins  in 
their  hands  to  guide  and  restrain  their  beasts  in  manner  aforesaid,  shall 
walk  by  the  head  of  the  shaft  or  wheel  horse,  holding  or  within  reach  of 
the  bridle  or  halter  of  the  said  horse,  in  order  ta  guide  and  restrain  them  in 
the  manner  aforesaid ;  and  no  wagon  cart  or  dray,  shall  be  driven  in  the 
square,  streets  or  alleys  o(  this  city,  at  a  faster  gait  than  a  walk :  and  that 
any  person  wilfully  or  negligently  offending  in  any  or  either  of  the  cases 
aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence*  a  fine  not  exceeding' 
five  dollars,  nor  less  than  one  dollar.' 

V.  That  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  gallop  any  horse,  mare,  gelding  of 
mule,  in  or  through  any  of  the  streets,  alleys,  or  public  squares  of  the  said 
city,  and  shall  be  thereof  legally  convicted,  every  person  so  offending,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence,  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  dollars,  nof 
less  than  one  dollar. 

1  It  is  an  indictable  offence  for  any  person  to  drive  a  cartj  carriage,  or  other  vehicle,  at  ar» 
immoderate  rate,  through  the  streets  of  a  populous  town  or  city,  to  the  annoyance  and  terror  of 
the  inhabitants,  even  if  no  actual  injury  be  done  to  person  or  property.  If  property  be  injured,- 
the  offender  may  be  compelled  to  pay  damages  :  and  if  any  o'ue  be  hurt,  he  may  be  indicted  for  a! 
misdemeanor  or  an  assault  and  battery.  The  rapidity  with  which  carts,  drays,-  and  carriages  are 
often  driven  through  the  streets,  particularly  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  is  a  cause  of  alarm  and 
anxiety  to  die  citizens,  and  may,  sonrter  or  later,  if  not  checked,  be  the  cause  of  serious  injury 
and  the  logs  of  lives.  The  following  case  recently  occurred  in  the  rn.iyor's  court  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  may  be  useful  as  a  caution  to  tliose  who  are  in  the  habit  of  disregarding  the  law* 
and  ordinances  for  the  regulation  of  carriages  driven  through  the  streets  of  our  city,  and  by 
their  careless  conduct  putting  in  jeopardy  the  lives  of  the  citizens  : — 

Commonwealth,        ^  Mayor's  Court  of  Philadelphia.     March  Sessions,  1 828  ; 

Patrick  Hagan.      )      Indictment  for  assault  and  battery- 

The  defendant,  a  licensed  carter,  -vVaS  indicted  for  an  assault  and  battery  upon  Etsen  W.  Thomas/ 
jr.,  and  Miss  Grub.  The  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  disclosed  by  the  testimony,  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecution,  appeared  to  be  as  follows  :  Mr.  Thomas  axiA  Miss  Grub  were  in  a  gig,  proceeding 
up  Eleventh,  between  Spruce  and  Loc^tjst  streets.  They  were  on  the  east  or  rigbthand  side  of 
the  street,  in  the  passing  direction,  A  small  quantity  of  lumber  lying  near  the  curb  stone  com- 
pelled Mr.  Thomas  to  turn  out  about  six  feet.  Just  as  he  was  coming  in  contact  with  the  lumber 
he  perceived  the  defendant  coming  do^*n  the!  middle  of  the  street,  in  a  cart,  driving  at  a  rapid 
rale.  Mr.  TAomasImmediately  checked  his  horse  itito  a  walk,  and  being  as  near  the  east  curb 
stone  as  the  lumber  would  permit,  and  ample  roum  on  his  west  side  for  the  cart  to  pass,  he  natu- 
rally concluded  that  the  defendant  would  turri  out,  as  he  was  bound  by  law  to  do.  The  latter, 
however,  disregarding  his  duty  and  the  dangef  \i\  Which  he  was  placing  the  lives  of  those  inf 
the  gig,  drove  straightforward  and  ran  against  the  gig,  and  the  shafts  were  broken  ;  the  horse^ 
being  frightened  and  rendered  unmanageable,  ran  off,  andnear  the  corner  of  Locust  street,  tipset 
the  gig  and  threw  Mr.  7%oMas  and  Miss  GrUbh  on'  the  pavement.  Fortunately  they  w'ei'e'  fiof 
seriously  injured,  but  the  gig  Was  much  broken,  and  the  horse  seriously  hurt.  Tt  appearing  to 
the  court  and  jury  that  the  above  facts  were  clearly  proved,  and  that  the  accident  occurred  in 
consequence  of  extreme  negligence  or  design  of  the  defendant,  he  was  connitted  and  sentenced  to 
three  m,onths  imprisonment,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars. 
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VI.  That  no  sleigh,  sledge  or  carriage  of  pleasure  or  burtlien,  upon 
runners,  shall  be  permitted  to  go  or  pass  through  the  streets,  lanes  or  alleys 
of  the  city,  unless  one  or  more  bell  or  bells  be  fixed  to  the  head  of  the 
horse  or  horses  drawing  the  same,  in  order  to  give  notice  of  their  approach, 
under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  for  every  such  ofi'ence  the  sum  of  two 
dollars. 

VII.  That  each  and  every  drayman  or  carter,  when  unemployed,  shall 
place  his  horse  and  dray  or  cart  lengthwise,  close  to  the  curbstones  in  the 
street  in  which  he  shall  stand ;  and  that  not  more  than  one  range  of  drays 
or  carts  shall  stand  in  any  street,  the  driver  being  stationed  at  the  head  of 
his  horse,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  for  every  such  oflfence,  the  sum 
of  one  dollar. 

VIII.  That  if  any  wagoner,  carter,  drayman  or  porter,  being  in  the 
streets  with  his  horse  or  horses,  carriage  or  dray,  and  not  being  employed 
in  actual  service,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  and  perform  any  reasonable 
service  in  the  line  of  his  business,  as  a  carter  or  drayman,  at  seasonable 
hours,  when  thereto  required  by  any  merchant  or  other  person  whatsoev- 
er, he  or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence, 
the  sum  of  two  dollars. 

IX.  That  if  any  wagoner,  carter  or  drayman,  or  oiher  driver  of  any 
carriage,  sledge  or  sleigh,  for  pleasure  or  burthen,  shall  stop  or  place  any 
such  carriage,  sledge  or  sleigh  at  or  near  the  intersection  of  any  street,  lane 
or  public  alley,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cross  the  foot  way  on  the  side  of 
such  street  or  public  alley,  and  shall  not  immediately,  on  the  request  of  any 
foot  passenger,  cause  the  same  to  be  removed,  or  shall  be  absent  therefrom, 
so  that  such  request  cannot  be  made,  every  person  so  offending,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  every  such  offence,  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  dollars,  nor 
less  than  one  dollar. 

X.  That  no  owner  or  owners  of  hackney  coaches,  Avagons,  carts  and 
drays,  employed  in  the  transportation  of  articles  of  any  kind  within  the 
said  city,  for  hire  or  pay,  shall  himself  employ  or  suffer  to  be  employed, 
his  or  their  hackney  coach,  wagon,  cart  or  dray,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
within  the  said  city,  unless  such  hackney  coach,  wagon,  cart  or  dray,  be 
first  numbered  and  entered  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed,  that  is  to 
say,  that  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next,  they  shall  be  numbered 
with  plain  and  conspicuous  figures  of  metal,  well  secured  on  the  outside  of 
the  near  shaft  or  side,  not  less  than  three  inches  in  length,  to  begin  with 
number  "one,"  and  so  progressively  to  the  extent  of  the  number  of  such 
carriages:  and  the  same  shall  be  entered  and  registered,  together  with  the 
name  and  place  of  abode  of  such  owner  or  owners,  by  the  mayor,  in  a  book 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose;  and  the  mayor  shall  thereupon  give  a  certifi- 
cate of  such  entry  and  registry,  and  shall  receive  for  the  same,  for  the  use 
of  the  city,  from  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  hackney  coach,  cart,  wagon, 
or  dray,  the  sum  of  five  dollars,'  besides  a  fee  to  himself  of  fifty  cents,  for 
each  hackney  coach,  cart,  wagon  or  dray,  and  the  same  course  and  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  had  and  adopted  in  all  future  cases  of  persons  setting  up 
or  following  the  said  business  or  employment. 

XI.  That  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  such  hackney  coach,  wagon,  cart 
or  dray,  shall  annually,  between  the  first  and  tenth  days  of  October,  appear 
at  the  office  of  the  mayor,  and  take  out  new  certificates,  for  which  certifi- 
cates they  shall  respectively  pay  to  the  mayor  the  sum  before  mentioned. 

XII.  That  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  October  next,  no  person 
or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  or  receive  for  the  hire  or  pay  of  his 

1  Carts  and  drays  altered  to  two  dollars. 
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or  their  hackney  coach,  dray,  cart  or  wagon,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
or  compensation  whatsoever,  unless  the  same  has  been  entered,  registered, 
and  certified  as  aforesaid;  and  shall  also  forfeit  and  pay,  if  he  or  they 
neglect  or  refuse  to  have  the  entry  made,  and  to  obtain  the  certificate  afore- 
said, the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  for  every  time  he  or  they  respectively  shall 
use  or  employ,  or  suffer  to  be  used  or  employed,  his  or  their  hackney 
coach,  cart,  wagon  or  dray.^ 

Passed  7lh  September,  1816,  and  recorded  27th  September,  1816,  in  book  A.  page  25. 


ORDINANCE  OF  7TH   SEPTEMBER,  1816. 

I.  and  II.  See  Nuisances. 

III.  That  if  any  person  shall  drive  or  cause  to  be  driven,  any  cart  or 
wagon  containing  earth,  dung,  tilth,  or  any  rubbish  of  any  kind,  through 
any  square,  street  or  alley  in  the  city,  unless  such  cart  or  wagon  has  a 
good  and  sufficient  tail-board,  and  body  sufficiently  tight  and  close  at  the 
sides  and  bottom,  such  person  or  persons  so  offending,  shall  for  each  of- 
fence, on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

IV.  That  if  any  person  shall  place  any  wagon,  cart,  dray  or  other  car- 
riage, whatsoever,  in  any  square,  street  or  alley  within  the  said  city,  for 
the  purpose  of  feeding  horses  or  oxen  thereat,  the  same  shall  be  removed 
as  a  common  nuisance,  and  a  fine  of  two  dollars,  together  with  the  expense 
of  removing  the  same,  shall  be  imposed  on  and  paid  by  the  person  so  of- 
fending. And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  place  in  any  street,  square 
or  alley  within  the  said  city,  any  wagon,  cart,  dray,  or  other  carriage,  and 
shall  unhitch  therefrom  oxen,  horse  or  horses,  mule  or  mules,  and  place 
them  or  any  of  them  to  be  fed  or  kept  standing  thereat,  he  or  they  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  one  dollar  for  each  and  ev- 
ery ox,  horse  or  mule,  so  unhitched  and  placed  to  be  fed  or  kept  standing. 

V.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  place  any  wagon,  cart,  dray  or 
carriage  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  in  any  public  square,  street  or  alley  in 
the  said  city,  and  shall  suffer  the  same  to  remain  more  than  two  hours,  ex- 
cepting for  the  purpose  of  loading  or  unloading,  and  also  except  the  li- 
censed carters,  wagoners,  or  draymen,  as  is  provided  for  in  the  ordinance 
relative  to  them,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending  and  being  so  convicted 
thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence,  the  sum  of  two  dollars. 

VI.  That  if  any  blacksmith  or  other  person  or  persons,  shall  shoe,  or 
cause  to  be  shod,  or  shall  keep  standing  for  the  purpose  of  prepairing  for 
the  same,  any  ox,  horse,  mare,  gelding  or  mule,  in  any  of  the  public  squares, 
streets  or  alleys  of  the  said  city,  he  or  they  so  offending,  on  being  con- 
victed thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence,  the  sum  of  two 
dollars.     For  remaining  sections,  see  Nuisances. 


ORDINANCE  OF  20TH  JANUARY,  1819. 

I.  Repealed  and  supplied. 

II.  That  the  owner  or  owners  of  each  and  every  hackney  coach,  wag- 
on, cart,  or  dray,  which  may  hereafter  be  employed  in  the  transportation 

1  Cruelty  to  animals,  is  an  indictable  offenee  at  common  law,  and  punishable  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment, at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  The  people  vb.  John  Whigham,  1  Wheeler's  N-  Y. 
Criminal  Cases.  111.  To  treat  a  dumb  beast  with  cruelty  is  a  misdemeanor  at  common  law.  If. 
Y.  City  hall  Recorder,  191. 
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of  persons  or  articles  of  any  kind  williin  llie  said  city,  for  liire  or  pay, 
piiail  williin  live  days  after  commencing  said  business,  apply  at  the  may- 
or's olliee,  obtaiji  the  requisite  license,  and  pay  to  the  use  of  the  city,  the 
t&x  in  proportion  for  the  unexpired  part  of  the  current  year  ;  but  in  all 
cases  the  fee  to  the  mayor  for  his  own  services  shall  be  the  same. 

III.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  high  constable  of  the  said  city,  on 
the  last  Tuesday  of  January,  April,  July  and  October  in  every  year  to 
present  to  the  mayor  a  list  containing  a  true  statement  of  the  name  and 
place  of  residence  of  each  and  every  person  owning  or  using  any  hackney 
coach,  wagon,  cart  or  dray  employed  in  the  transportation  of  persons  or 
articles  of  any  kind  within  said  city,  for  hire  or  pay ;  Jfliereifpon,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  compare  such  list  with  the  registry  of  licenses 
granted,  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  any  person  or  persons  are  neglecting 
or  refusing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  or  the  ordi- 
nance to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  then  and  in  such  case  in  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  mayor  to  issue  his  warrant  and  have  every  such  delinquent 
brought  fortliwith  before  him,  and  take  such  measures  as  his  duty  requires 
of  him  for  procuring  testimony,  and  every  person  legally  convicted  of  such 
neglect  or  refusal  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  mayor  for  the  use  of  the  city, 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars  with  costs  of  suit ;  and  for  every  neglect  or  refusal 
of  the  high  constable  to  perform  the  duty  hereby  enjoined  on  him,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  the  use  of  the  city,  the  snm  of  twenty  dollars,  with 
costs  of  suit;  and  for  every  such  list  so  furnished,  the  high  constable  shall 
receive  the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

IV.  Repealed  and  supplied. 

Passed  January,  20th,  18]9. 


ORDINANCE  OF  31ST  DECEMBER,  1821. 

I,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  the  tax  to  be  paid 
to  the  mayor,  for  the  use  of  the  city,  by  each  and  every  carter  and  dray- 
man, according  to  the  provisions  of  the  tenth  section  of  an  ordinance  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall  be  two  dollars. 

II.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  or  ordinances  as  is  hereby  altered 
or  supplied,  be,  and  tlie  same  is  hereby  repealed, 

I'asseJ  December  31s',  IfiSI. 


ORDINANCE  OF  13TH  MARCH,  1828. 

L  That  any  person  owning  at  the  same  time  both  a  cart  and  dray,  and 
but  one  horse,  and  having  taken  out  a  license  for  one  horse  and  cart,  or 
one  horse  and  dray,  shall  have  liberty  to  use  either  the  cart  or  dray  al- 
ternately, under  the  same  license. 

II.  That  ouy  person  or  persons  who  shall  use  or  cause  to  be  used,  both 
cart  and  dray  at  the  same  time,  under  one  license,  contrary  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  hereof,  and  of  the  actto  which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall 
upon  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum 
of  ten  dollars. 

ORDINANCE  OF  IITH  MARCH,  1839. 
An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance,  passed  7th  September, 
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ISIG,  entitled,  *■' ^n  ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  persons  riding, 
and  of  the  drivers  of  drays,  carts,  and  carriages,  and  horses,  through 
the  city.'''' 

Whereas,  it  appears  that  although  by  the  provisions  of  the  tenth  section 
of  said  ordinance,  all  owners  of  hackney  coaches,  wagons,  carts,  and  drays, 
employed  for  the  transportation  of  articles  of  any  kind  within  the  city,  for 
hire  or  pay,  are  required  to  affix  thereon  a  numljer  corresponding  with  the 
entry  and  register  thereof  by  the  mayor,  that  there  is  no  penalty  specified 
therein  for  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  such  persons  to  affix  or  attach  the  num- 
ber to  the  same:  Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  enacted,  t^c,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next 
ensuing,  the  owner  of  every  hackney  coach,  wagon,  cart,  dray,  or  other 
vehicle,  which  shall  be  employed  for  the  transportation  of  passengers,  bag- 
gage, or  articles  of  any  kind,  for  hire  or  pay,  within  the  city,  shall  have 
placed  and  affixed  upon  the  near  shaft,  or  side  of  the  same,  a  plate  of  metal 
of  not  less  than  three  inches  in  length,  upon  which  the  registered  number 
thereof  shall  be  conspicuously  painted;  and  that  the  owner  or  owners  of 
every  wagon,  cart,  or  dray  which  may  be  used  in  the  city,  not  for  hire, 
shall  cause  to  be  placed  or  painted  thereon,  upon  the  near  shaft  or  side 
thereof,  his  or  their  nanje  at  full  length,  in  letters  of  at  least  one  inch  in 
height. 

II.  That  the  mayor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  procure  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  plates  of  metal,  not  less  than  three  inches  in  length,  which, 
shall  be  painted  black,  and  numbered  with  yellow  figures,  from  No.  1, 
upwards,  to  be  used  as  follows : 

III.  That  each  and  every  owner  of  any  hackney  coach,  wagon,  cart,  or 
dray,  or  other  vehicle,  which  may  be  employed,  for  hire  or  pay,  within 
the  said  city,  shall,  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  appear  with  his  vehicle  at 
the  office  of  the  mayor,  and  have  the  proper  number-plate,  corresponding 
with  his  register,  affixed  thereon  by  the  high  constable  or  his  deputy 
— and  shall  pay  to  the  mayor  the  sum  of  twenty -five  cents :  Provided, 
That  when  there  sliall  have  been  a  registered  number  previously  placed 
thereon,  the  new  number-plate  shall  be  attached,  and  the  old  one  removed, 
by  the  high  constable  or  his  deputy,  without  expense  to  the  owner  thereof. 

IV.  That  whenever  any  old  license  shall  be  renewed,  (in  case  the  old 
number-plate  is  defaced,)  or  when  any  new  certificate  is  issued  by  the 
mayor,  a  corresponding  number-plate  shall  in  like  manner  be  affixed  to  the 
vehicle  ;  and  the  person  taking  out  the  said  license  shall  pay,  in  addition  to 
the  usual  fee,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents. 

V.  That  each  and  every  person  neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply  with 
any  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  or  who  shall  receive  pay  or  hire 
for  the  use  of  any  hackney  coach,  Avagon,  cart  or  dray,  which  hasnotbeen 
so  numbered, — after  the  first  day  of  April  next, — shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  five  dollars  upon  conviction  thereof  before  the  mayor,  or  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  said  city,  one  half  for  the  benefit  of  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  and  one  half  for  the  benefit  of  the  person  in- 
forming of  and  prosecuting  for  the  same. 

Passed  Hth  March,  1839,  and  recorded  14th  March,  1839,  in  Book  A.,  page  262-3. 


ORDINANCE    OF  29TH  JUNE,  1840. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  the  owners  or  dri- 
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vers  of  hacks,  drays,  or  other  vehicles  lor  the  conveyance  of  passengers 
or  baggage,  shall  be  entitled  to  compensation  at  the  following  rates  and  at 
no  other,  to  wit :  First,  for  each  passenger  conveyed  from  any  point  in 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh  to  any  other  part  thereof,  twelve  and  one-half  cents. 
Second,  for  each  trunk  or  box,  (bandboxes  not  to  be  charged)  twelve  and 
one-half  cents — Provided,  that  no  drayman  nor  other  baggage  carrier  be 
entitled  to  receive  more  than  twenty-five  cents  from  any  individual  for  the 
conveyance  of  personal  baggage,  be  it  more  or  less. 

II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner  of  each  hack,  omnibus,  dray, 
baggage  wagon,  or  other  vehicle  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  or  bag- 
gage, to  provide  each  of  his  drivers  with  a  copy  of  this  ordinance,  and 
the  said  drivers  shall,  if  requested,  exhibit  the  same  to  each  and  every 
person  who  may  employ  them  from  time  to  time. 

III.  That  a  copy  of  the  bill  of  rates  established  by  this  ordinance  shall, 
within  fifteen  days  after  the  first  publication  thereof,  be  put  up  in  each  hack 
or  omnibus  used  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  or  travelers  between 
the  Monongahela  wharf  and  Pennsylvania  canal,  under  a  penalty  of  five 
dollars  for  every  day  during  which  the  same  may  be  omitted. 

IV.  That  in  case  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  first  or  second  sections  of 
this  ordinance  shall  be  violated,  the  person  so  offending,  shall,  upon  con- 
viction, be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  two  dollars  nor  more  than  ten 
dollars. 

V.  That  the  mayor  may,  instead  of  inflicting  either  of  the  fines  men- 
tioned in  this  ordinance,  declare  the  license  held  by  any  person,  who  may 
by  himself  or  his  driver  infringe  upon  any  of  the  provisions  thereof, 
forfeited. 

Passed  29ih  June,  1840,  and  recorded  3d  July,  1!?40,  in  Book  A.  page  274. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  AUGUST,  1842. 

Supplement  to  an  ordinance  regulating  the  licensing  of  drays  and  carts, 
passed    I3th  March,  1812. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select  and  common 
councils  assembled.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance, 
any  person  or  persons  having  one  horse  and  cart,  with  a  dray,  shall  or  may 
use  each  other  alternately  by  paying  the  usual  license  for  one,  but  shall  be  re- 
quired to  have  the  number  of  his  or  their  license  on  the  dray,  and  his  or 
their  name  in  full  on  the  near  shaft  of  the   cart. 

II.  That  any  person  or  persons  refusing  to  comply  with  the  foregoing 
ordinance,  shall  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  ten  dollars,  recoverable  as 
such  other  fines  and  forfeitures  are  recoverable,  and  all  ordinances  con- 
flicting with  this  supplement  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  iliia  29th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1842. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  20TH  JANUARY,  1816. 

I.  Repealed  and  supplied.     See  mayor. 

II.  Relates  to  officers'  bonds.     See  officers. 

III.  Obsolete. 

IV.  That  the  mayor  shall  have  power  to  appoint  and  commission  one 
high  constable  and  four  city  constables,' each  of  whom  shall  take  an 
oath  before  him  "  well  and  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
constable  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,"  and  shall  also  become  bound  to  the 
mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  and  their  successors,  in  a  re- 
cognizance, jointly  and  severally  with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  bp  approved 
by  the  mayor  and  recorder,  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  with 
condition  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office ;  which 
recognizance  shall  be  in  trust  for  the  use  of  every  person  who  may  be 
aggrieved  by  the  improper  conduct  of  such  constable  in  his  office,  and  the 
like  remedies  shall  be  had  thereon,  as  in  cases  of  recognizances  or  obliga- 
tions given  by  other  constables  under  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

V.  That  the  mayor  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  remove  any 
of  the  said  constables  from  office,  and  to  appoint  and  commission  a  suc- 
cessor as  hereinbefore  directed,  whenever  in  his  discretion  he  may  judge 
such  removal  necessary  for  the  public  good : — And  the  mayor,  in  like 
manner  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  fill  all  vacancies  occasioned 
by  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  of  the  constables  of  the  city ;  but  no 
commission  shall  ever  be  delivered  to  a  constable  until  he  shall  have  taken 
the  oath,  and  given  security  directed  by  this  ordinance  ;  and  a  certificate 
to  that  effect  shall  be  endorsed  by  the  mayor  on  each  commission. 

VI.  That  every  constable  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  ordinance, 
shall  have  all  the  power  and  authority  heretofore  vested  in  the  high  constable 
of  the  borough  of  Pittsburgh,  for  executing  and  enforcing  the  ordinances 
thereof,  as  well  as  all  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  other  constables, 
within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth; 
to  attend  regularly  at  the  respective  offices  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
the  city,  to  receive,  execute  and  return  their  process ;  to  carry  into  effect 
their  orders  relative  to  the  markets  and  police  of  the  city  ;  to  watch  over 
and  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  city,  especially  on  Sundays ; 
to  apprehend  all  rioters  or  disturbers  of  the  peace,  and  bring  them  before 
proper  officers  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law :  and  to  report  to  the 
mayor  withoutdelay,  all  violations  of  the  ordinances  and  by-laws  of  the  city. 

1  Number  reduced  to  three  city  constables. 
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ORDINANCE  OF   27TH  MARCH,  1826. 

I.  That  in  addition  to  the  duties  enjoined  by  tlie  city  ordinances  upon 
the  high  constable,  it  shall  be  his  special  duty  to  remove  all  vagrants  and 
all  disorderly  persons  ;  to  suppress  all  riots  and  other  disturbances  of  the 
public  peace ;  and  for  these  purposes,  when  necessary  he  shall  have  power 
to  call  to  his  aid  and  to  order  and  direct  any  or  all  the  city  constables  to 
arrest  offenders  ;  and  he  shall  report  himself  every  day,  Sundays  excepted, 
at  the  office  of  the  mayor :  and  if  any  city  constable  refuse  or  neglect  to 
aid  and  comply  with  the  directions  of  the  high  constable  in  discharging 
the  duties  enjoined,  by  this  or  any  other  ordinance,  on  satisfactory  proof 
being  made  before  the  mayor  of  such  refusal  or  neglect,  such  city  consta- 
ble shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars,  nor  less  than  one 
dollar.' 

Passed  27th  Marcli,  1826,  and  recorded  Odi  April,  182n,in  Book  A.,  page  93. 
1  For  tho  duties  of  constables  relating  to  any  subject,  sec  chap,  on  that  subject. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  9TH  AUGUST,  1816. 

^n  Ordinance  regulating  the  gauging  of  casks  containing  whiskey,  and 
other  liquid  merchandise. 

I.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  gauger  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the 
ordinances  of  the  city,  when  reasonably  called  either  by  tlie  buyer  or  sel- 
ler of  any  whiskey,  or  other  liquid  merchandise,  except  beer,  ale  and  porter, 
bought  and  sold  within  the  city,  to  attend  and  gauge,  by  himself  or  deputy, 
all  such  whiskey  or  other  liquid  merchandise  aforesaid  contained  in  any 
butt,  tun,  pipe,  hogshead,  barrel,  runlet  or  other  cask,  and  to  mark  on  the 
head  of  each  vessel,  the  full  contents  thereof,  according  to  the  standard  of 
wine  measure ;  and  such  gauger  or  his  deputy,  shall  have  power  and 
authority  to  bore  through  any  part  of  the  heads  or  staves  of  such  cask,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  or  detecting  any  imposition  which  may  be  at- 
tempted in  the  make  thereof,  as  to  thickness  or  otherwise.  And  every 
person  detected  in  any  such  imposition  or  attempt  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

II.  That  the  gauger  shall  have  power,  from  time  to  time,  when  he  may 
find  it  necessary,  to  appoint  a  deputy,  for  whose  acts  he  shall  be  responsi- 
ble, and  who  shall  be  removeable  by  him  at  pleasure. 

Passed  9th  August,  1816,  and  recorded  31st  August,  1816,  in  Book  A.,  page  6. 


ORDINANCE  OF  1ST  JUNE,  1822. 

./i  supplement  to  an  Ordinance,  entitled  "  JI71  ordinance  regulating  the 
gauging  of  casks  containing  whiskey  and  other  liquid  merchandised 

I.  That  the  fees  to  be  received  from  and  after  the  date  hereof  by  the  city 
gauger,  shall  be  as  follows :  For  any  number  of  barrels  or  casks  not  exceed- 
ing two,  twelve  and  one-half  cents  each ;  for  any  number  not  exceeding 
six,  twelve  and  one-half  cents  for  the  first  two,  and  six  and  one-fourth  cents 
for  each  of  the  rest;  and  for  any  number  above  six,  twelve  and  one-half 
cents  for  each  of  the  two  first,  six  and  one-fourth  cents  for  the  next  four, 
and  four  cents  for  each  of  the  rest. 

II.  That  the  city  gauger  shall  provide  a  hydrometer  to  test  the  proof  of 
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spiritous  liquors,  and  that  at  all  times,  when  reasonably  called,  either  by 
the  buyer  or  seller,  he  shall  attend  and  test  the  proof  of  all  such  spirituous 
liquors,  and  mark  the  proof  on  the  head  of  each  cask  or  other  vessel,  and 
for  all  casks  or  other  vessels  so  marked,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
sum  of  six  and  one-fourth  cents  each, 

III.  That  so  much  of  the  ordinance  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  as  re- 
spects the  fees  to  be  received  by  the  gauger,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Paflsed  1st  June,  1822,  and  recorded  29th  June,  1822,  in  Book  A.,  page  66. 


ORDINANCE  OF  28TH  JANUARY,  1828. 

An  Ordinance  taxing  certain  officers. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  the  city  gauger 
shall  pay  into  the  city  treasury,  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  of  all 
moneys  received  by  him  as  fees,  while  performing  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  that  he  be  required  to  pay  the  same  quarterly,  into  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer. 

II.  Supplied. 

III.  That  so  much  of  "  an  ordinance  taxing  certain  officers,"  as  is 
hereby  altered  or  supplied,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  28th  January,  1828,  and  recorded  19th  February,  1829,  in  Book  A.  page  109. 


ORDINANCE  OF  llTH  JANUARY,  1830. 

An  Ordinance  on  the  subject  of  the  city  gauger. 

That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  the  city  gauger  shall 
give  bpnd,  to  be  approved  by  the  mayor,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  as  prescribed 
by  the  several  city  ordinances  relating  to  that  office. 

Passed  11th  January,  1826. 


ORDINANCE  OF  4TH  JUNE,  1841. 

A  supplement  to  an  Ordinance  entitled,  "  An  Ordinance  regulating  the 
gauging  of  casks  containing  whiskey,  molasses,  oil  and  other  liquid 
merchandise.^^ 

I.  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  after  the  publication  of  this  ordi- 
nance, shall  be  found  seUingor  offering  for  sale,  whiskey,  molasses,  oil,  or 
other  liquid  merchandise  in  barrels  or  other  casks,  not  duly  gauged  by 
the  city  gauger,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  to  which  this 
is  a  supplement,  such  person  or  persons  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  dollar 
for  every  barrel  or  cask  so  sold  or  offered  for  sale,  to  be  recovered  before 
the  mayor  or  any  alderman  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  in  the  manner  that 
debts  of  the  same  amount  are  now  recoverable. 

II.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  gauger  to  institute  suit,  forthwith, 
against  any  person  or  persons  he  may  discover  violating  the  aforesaid 
section  of  this  ordinance. 

III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  hereby  altered  or  supplied, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  4th  June,   1641,  and  recorded  11th  June,  1842,  in  Book  A.  282. 
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'ACT  OF  12th  FEBRUARY,  1802. 

3  Smith,  485.     Purdon,  607. 

An  Act  declaring  the  holding  of  offices  or  appointments  under  the  state^ 
incompatible  with  the  holding  or  exercising  offices  or  appointments 
under  the  United  States. 

Whereas,  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution  of 
this  commonwealth,  provides  that  no  person  holding  or  exercising  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  shall  at  the  same  time  hold 
or  exercise  any  office  in  this  state,  which  the  legislature  thereof  shall  de- 
clare incompatible  with  offices  or  appointments  under  the  United  Slates : 
Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  enacted,  <^c..  That  every  person  who  shall  hold  any  office  or 
appointment  of  profit  or  trust,  under  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
whether  a  commissioned  officer  or  otherwise,  a  subordinate  officer  or  agent, 
who  is  or  shall  be  employed  under  the  legislative,  executive  or  judiciary 
departments  of  the  United  States,  and  also  every  member  of  congress,  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  incapable  of  holding  or  exercising,  at  the  same  time, 
the  office  or  appointment  of  justice  of  the  peace,  mayor,  recorder,  burgess 
or  alderman  of  any  city,  corporate  town  or  borough,  resident-physician  of 
the  lazaretto,  constable,  judge,  inspector  or  clerk  of  election,  under  this 
commonwealth. 

II.  That  the  holding  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  offices  or  appointments  un- 
der this  state,  is  hereby  declared  to  be  incompatible  with  any  office  or  ap- 
pointment under  the  United  States ;  and  every  such  commission,  office  or 
appointment,  so  holden  under  the  government  of  this  state,  contrary  to  the 

IThe  above  act  although  applying  to  the  state  generally,  I  have  thought  advisable  to  insert 
here,  ai  it  is  a  question  which  frequently  comes  up. 
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true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declar- 
ed to  be  null  and  void. 

III.  That  if  any  person,  after  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the 
passing  of  this  act,  shall  exercise  any  offices  or  appointments,  the  exer- 
cise of  which  is  by  this  act  declared  to  be  incompatible,  every  person  so 
offending,  shall  for  every  such  offence,  being  thereof  legally  convicted  in 
any  court  of  record,  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than 
five  hundred  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court;  one  moiety  of  the  said 
forfeiture  to  be  paid  to  the  overseers,  guardians,  or  directors  of  the  poor  of 
the  township,  district,  county  or  place  were  such  offence  shall  have  been 
committed,  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  poor,  and  the  other  moiety 
thereof  to  the  prosecutor  Avho  shall  sue  for  the  same. 


ORDINANCE  OF  20TH  JULY,  1816. 

w?n  Ordinance  for  the  organization  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. 

I.  Repealed  and  supplied. 

II.  ^nd  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  authotity  aforesaid, 
That  whenever  any  officer  of  the  city,  or  other  person  acting  under  the 
authority  thereof  shall  be  directed  ])y  law,  or  by  any  ordinance,  to  give 
security  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty,  and  the  form  of  the  security 
shall  not  have  been  prescribed  by  law  or  by  ordinance,  such  officer  or  per- 
son and  his  sureties  shall  become  bound,  jointly  and  severally,  in 
an  obligation  payable  "to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  their  successors,"  with  the  appropriate  condition  underwritten:  theobli- 
gation  to  be  attested  and  certified  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  or  one  of  the 
aldermen  of  the  city,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  fifty  cents  for  taking  and 
certifying  the  same;  and  all  such  obligations  shall  be  deposited  with  the 
recorder  for  safe  keeping,  and  shall  inure  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  every 
person  aggrieved  by  the  misconduct  of  the  officer,  as  well  as  remain  a  surety 
to  the  city  for  the  purpose  therein  expressed. 

III.  Obsolete. 

IV.  and  V.  See  constables. 


ORDINANCE  OF  24TH  AUGUST,  1816. 

^n  Ordinance  enjoining  the  duty  on  certain  city  officers,  of  giving  an 
annual  account  of  fees  received  by  them. 

I.  That  the  clerk  of  the  market,  the  weighmaster  at  the  market,  the 
weighmaster  at  the  hay-scales,  inspector  of  tobacco,  the  measurers  and  in- 
spectors of  boards  and  scantling,  the  regulators  of  the  streets  and  lots, 
the  inspector  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  shall  keep  an  account  of  the  sums  of 
money  by  them  respectively  received  in  their  different  oflices,  and  shall  on 
or  before  the  second  Tuesday  of  January,  annually,  render  a  true  account 
of  the  same  to  the  mayor  of  the  city,  who  shall  lay  the  same  before  the 
select  and  common  councils,  in  order  that  the  value  and  emoluments  of 
these  officers'  pay  be  known. 

II.  That  the  mayor  and  recorder  of  the  city,  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, shall  also  at  the  same  time  render  the  amount  in  general  terms,  of 
money  or  fees  received  by  them  in  their  respective  offices,  under  and  by 
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authority  of  the  ordinances  and  laws  of  the  city — and,  that  any  of  the 
aforesaid  officers  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  aforesaid  duties 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars. 

Passed  24th  Augusl,  1810,  and  recorded  14th  September,  1816,  in  Book  A.,  page  15. 


ORDINANCE  OF  19TH  JANUARY,  1836. 

Jin  Ordinance  increasing  the  amount  of  security  af  the  city  treasurer. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  the  city  treasurer 
shall  give  bond,  with  two  or  more  sufficient  securities,  payable  to  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  and  their  successors,  in  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  with  conditions  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  the  office. 

II.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  I9th  January,  1836  ;  and  recorded  2.2d  January,  1836,  in  Book  A.,  page  218. 


ORDINANCE  OF  2D  JANUARY,  1841. 

^n  Ordinance  Jixing  the  salary  of  the  city  officers,  and  for  other  purposes. 

I.  That  the  annual  salary  of  the  mayor  shall  be  seven  hundred  dollars  ; 
the  salary  of  the  city  treasurer  shall  be  five  hundred  dollars  ;  the  salary  of 
the  wharfmaster  shall  be  five  hundred  dollars ;  the  salarj'  of  the  street 
commissioner  shall  be  five  hundred  dollars  ;  the  salary  of  the  clerks  of 
councils  shall  be  two  hundred  dollars  each ;  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of 
markets  shall  be  two  hundred  dollars ;  the  salary  of  the  high  constable 
shall  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  salaries  of  the  city  constables, 
of  whom  there  shall  be  but  three,  shall  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
each ;  the  salary  of  the  assessor  of  city  taxes  shall  be  seventy-five  dollars, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  out  duplicates  for  each  ward  in  separate 
books ;  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  water  works,  including  pay  for 
engineer,  shall  be  twelve  hundred  dollars ;  the  salary  of  the  assessor  and 
register  of  water  rents  shall  be  four  hundred  dollars ;  the  salaries  of  mes- 
sengers of  councils  shall  be  fifty  dollars  each,  per  year.' 

II.  and  III.  Repealed. 

IV.  That  such  part  of  any  ordinance  as  conflicts  with  any  part  of  this 
ordinance  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  2d  January,  1841,  and  recorded  13th  January,  1841,  in  Book  A.,  page  278. 

ORDINANCE  OF  9TH  MAY,  1842, 

An  Ordinance  for  the   better  preserving   the  property  of  the  city  and 
increasing  the  accountability  of  city  officers. 

I.  and  II.  Obsolete. 

III.  Be  it  enacted,  6,'C.,  That  no  officer  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  shall 
make  any  purchases  for  the  city  except  after  a  written  application  to  the 
chairman  of  the  proper  committee  of  councils,  setting  forth  the  articles  re- 

1  For  salary  of  night  police,  see  watchmen. 
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quired  and  tlieir  probable  cost,  and  after  having  the  same  approved  by  the 
said  chairman  and  as  many  of  the  committee  as  will  constitute  a  majority 
thereof,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  purchasinj^  as  aforesaid,  to 
deliver  his  application  so  endorsed  with  a  bill  of  the  articles  purchased  lo 
the  mayor  of  the  city  to  be  tiled  with  his  list  of  city  property,  subject  to 
the  examination  by  the  committee  on  claims  and  accounts  or  any  member 
thereof. 

IV.  Be  it  enacted,  ^-c..  That  it  shall  ho  the  duty  of  every  city  officer 
to  report  to  the  mayor  all  damage  or  injury  which  may  be  done  to  any 
public  property  in  his  possession,  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  proper 
committee  of  councils,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  whether  the  dam- 
age or  injury  should  be  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  city  or  of  the  offi- 
cer from  whose  negligence  the  said  damage  or  injury  may  have  arisen. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  this  the  9th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1842. 


ORDINANCE  OF  21ST  JANUARY,  1843. 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  bonds  and  securities  of  the  city  treasurer,  and 
other  city  officers. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled.  That  the  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh now  elected,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  elected,  together  with  such 
other  officers  as  are  hereinafter  designated,  shall  before  entering  on  their 
respective  duties  as  city  officers,  be  required  to  hand  their  bonds  to  the 
city  solicitor  for  examination  and  approval ;  and  give  the  names  of  their 
securities  to  the  mayor,  by  whom  the  same  shall  be  laid  before  committees 
of  councils,  as  hereinafter  provided,  for  their  approval.  And  the  said 
bond  or  bonds  shall  not  be  accepted,  nor  shall  their  commission  issue  un- 
til a  majority  of  the  committee  to  whom  their  bond  and  securities  are  re- 
ferred, shall  approve  of  the  same. 

II.  Be  it  ordained,  ^-c.  That  the  committee  on  finance  shall  approve  of 
the  bonds  and  securities  of  the  city  treasurer,  wharf  master,  and  collector 
of  taxes,  and  endorse  the  same  as  approved  by  the  individual  members 
of  the  committee  so  approving.  The  street  commissioner's  bond  and  se- 
curities shall  be  approved  in  like  manner  by  the  committee  on  streets,  gra- 
ding and  paving.  The  clerk  of  the  market  in  like  manner  by  the  com- 
mittee on  markets.     All  others  as  heretofore  provided. 

III.  Be  it  ordained,  ^-c,  That  the  city  ti-easurer  shall  at  all  times,  have 
all  moneys  paid  to  him,  or  placed  in  his  hands  on  account  of  the  city — 
not  paid  out  oh  warrants,  or  by  order,  or  on  account  of  the  city — on  hand, 
either  at  his  office,  in  bank  or  banks,  or  such  other  place  as  may  have  been 
designated  by  the  committee  on  finance ;  which  moneys,  warrants  and 
evidences  of  payment  on  account  of  the  city,  shall  be  open  for  the  inspec- 
tion and  examination  at  any  time  of  the  committee  on  finance,  or  any 
other  committee  that  councils  may  order  or  direct. 

IV.  Be  it  ordained,  ^-c.  That  in  case  of  the  reappointment  of  any  col- 
lector whose  former  duplicate  is  not  entirely  settled  up,  no  new  duplicate 
shall  be  issued  until  the  former  is  settled  up  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mittee on  accounts,  or  finances. 

V.  Be  it  ordained,  4'C.,  'J'hat  no  collector  of  city  taxes  shall  hereafter 
be  eligible  for  reappointment,  unless  his  former  duplicate  shall  have  been 
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satisfactorily  settled,  previous  to  the  time  appointed  for  the  election  of  city 
officers, 

VI.  Be  it  ordained,  ^'c.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  or  ordinances, 
as  may  be  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  be  and  they  are  hereby  altered  and' 
repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  this  21st  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1843. 


CHAPTER    Xlli. 


CITY   PRINTING. 

CONTENTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  15th  JANUARY,  1836.  i  All  former  ordinances  relative  lo  city  print- 

O  rdinances  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form.     3  >      ing;  repealed S 

ORDINANCE  OF  29th  JANUARY,  1844.       ORDINANCE  OF  Soih  MARCH,   1844. 
Standing  committee  to  be  appointed 1  '.  Committee  authorized  to  contract  for  000  co- 
Mayor  and  committee  to  contract  for  print-        I      pies  of  city  ordinances, 1 

ing,  &c., ib  i 

ORDINANCE  OF  15TH  JANUARY,  1836. 

An  Ordinance  providing  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  city. 

I.  and  II.  Obsolete. 

III.  That  annually  hereafter,  and  as  soon  as  after  the  close  of  each  term 
of  the  councils  as  may  be  practicable,  all  the  laws,  ordinances,  and  regula- 
tions which  may  have  been  passed  during  the  preceding  term  of  the  city 
councils,  and  all  acts  of  assembly  relating  to  the  city,  passed  during  the 
same  period,  shall  be  published  in  pamphlet  form,  under  the  direction  of 
the  presidents  of  the  councils,  and  the  recorder  of  the  city. 

Passed  15th  January,  A.  D.,  1836. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  JANUARY,  1844. 

An  Ordiyiance  relative  to  city  printing. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled,  That  immediately  after  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance,  and  annually  thereafter,  in  the  month  of  January,  when  the 
joint  standing  committees  are  appointed,  the  councils  shall  appoint  a  joint 
committee,  to  consist  of  one  from  the  select  and  two  from  the  common 
councils,  to  be  called  the  committee  on  city  printing,  whose  duty  it  sliall 
be  to  invite  proposals  for  the  publication  in  two  daily  newspapers  of  the 
city,  of  all  public  notices  on  business  of  the  city,  city  accounts,  proclama- 
tions, ordinances,  &c.,  and  shall  contract  with  the  lowest  and  best  bidders 
for  the  publication  thereof:  Provided,  That  the  said  two  do  not  belong  to 
the  same  political  party  :  And  also  to  contract  with  one,  the  lowest  and 
best  bidder,  for  all  job  printing,  and  with  the  lowest  and  best  bidder  for  all 
stationary  allowed  the  city  officers;  and  the  persons  thus  contracted  with 
by  the  committee,  shall  be  the  only  authorized  city  printers,  publisher  and, 
stationer,  entitled  to  receive  compensation  for  city  printing,  &c.,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  a  joint  resolution  of  councils. 

II.  Be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  ordinance,  all  ordinances  now  in  force  relative  to  the  city  printing, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  tiiis  C9th  day  ni' Jantiaiy,  A.  D.,  1844. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  25TH  MARCH,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  authorising  the  publication  of  Jive  Imndred  copies  of  a  com- 
plete digest  of  the  city  ordinances  now  in  force, 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled,  That  immediately  after  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance,  the  committee  on  city  printing  shall  be  authorised  to  ad- 
vertise for  proposals  for  publishing  five  hundred  copies  of  a  complete  di- 
gest of  all  the  city  ordinances  now  in  force  as  follow,  viz : 

I.  Proposals  for  preparing  the  digest  and  superintending  the  printing 
thereof. 

II.  Proposals  for  printing  said  digest. 

III.  Proposals  for  binding  the  same,  and  the  said  committee  is  authorised 
to  contract  with  the  lowest  and  best  bidders  severally  for  preparing,  print- 
ing, and  binding  of  said  digest. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  this  2r)th  day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1844, 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

CLERKS  OF  COUNCILS. 

COIVTKIVTS. 
ORDINANCE  OF  14th  APKIL,  ig'JS.       '  Cl'k  of  councils  to  have  ordinances  recorded,    3 

ORDLNANCE  OF  UTH  APRIL,  1828. 

I.  and  II.  Obsolete, 

III.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  clerks  of  tlie  select  and  common  councils,  respectively  to  make 
report  to  the  councils  of  the  publication  and  recording  of  the  city  ordinan- 
ces, at  the  sessions  of  the  councils,  immediately  after  any  ordinance  has 
been  passed,  published,  and  recorded. 

Passed  14tli  Apiil,  1828,  and  recorded  28th  April,  1828,  in  Book  A.,  page  119. 

PUBLICATION  AND  RECORDING  OF    THE  CITY  ORDINANCES. 

The  followlns^  is  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  publication  and  recording  of  the  city  ordinances : — 
VI.  That  in  order  that  a  knowledge  of  the  said  laws,  ordinances,  regula- 
tions and  constitutions,  may  at  all  times  be  had  and  obtained,  and  the  pub- 
lication thereof  at  all  times  be  known  and  ascertained,  such  and  so  many 
of  them  as  shall  not  be  pvblished  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  newspa- 
pers published  in  the  said  city,  tvithin  fifteen  days  from  and  after  their 
being  severally  passed,  ordained  and  established,  and  also  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  in  and  for  the  county  of  Mlegheny,  (who 
shall  keep  a  separate  book  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
for  recording  thereof  at  the  same  rate  as  is  allo7vedby  law  for  recording 
deeds,)  within  thirty  days  from  and  after  their  being  so  as  aforesaid 
passed,  ordained  and  established,  shall  be  null  and  void;  and  before  any 
of  the  said  laws,  ordinances,  regulations  and  constitutions  shall  be  so  as 
aforesaid  recorded,  the  publication  thereof,  respectively,  with  the  times 
thereof,  shcdl  be  proved  by  the  oath  or  solemn  affirmation  of  iome  credi- 
ble person,  which  said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  recorded  therewith,  and 
at  all  times  be  deemed  and  taken  as  sufficient  evidence  of  the  time  of  such 
publication, 

1,  That  the  seal  of  the  city  be  affixed  thereto. 

2,  That  it  be  published  in  at  least  one  of  the  public  newspapers  printed 
in  the  city,  within  fifteen  days  after  its  passage  by  the  councils, 

3,  That  it  be  recorded  in  the  recorder's  office  of  Allegheny  county,  in 
the  ordinance  book  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  within  thirty  days 
after  its  passage  by  the  councils  :  and 

4,  That  the  publication  be  proved  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  some 

credible  person  ;  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  recorded  along 
with  the  ordinance. 
If  any  of  these  prerequisites  be  omitted,  such  ordinance  '■'■shall  be  null 
and  void. ^^ 


CHAPTER  XV. 


COMMITTEES  OF  COUNCILS. 

CONTEIVTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  29th  DEOEMBKR,  1821.  <    ORDINANCE  OF  4th  JANUARY,  1838. 

Duty  ofi-oinmitlee  to  settle  accounts 4  ^  Duties  of  committees  defined,    1 

To  exatiune  receipts  and  returns  of  the  may-       \  How  contracts  are-tobe  made 2 

or,  &,c., :      \h  /  Duty  of  mayor, ib 

To  compare  list  of  lost  faxes, ib  \  Committees  to  report  annually  to  councils,.     3 

To  ascertain  and  certify  the  balance, ib  ^ 

ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  DECEMBER,  1821. 

I.  See  assessor.     II.  See  treasurer.     III.  See  streets. 

IV.  That  a  joint  committee  of  one  member  from  the  select  council  and 
two  members  from  the  common  council,  shall  be  chosen  annually  by  baL 
lot  in  November,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  settle  the  accounts 
of  the  mayor,  treasurer,  collector,  and  other  officers  of  the  city.  The  com- 
mittee shall  examine  the  accounts  and  receipts  for  which  warrants  have 
been  issued  by  the  mayor,  and  see  that  they  are  just  and  proper  ;  and  shall 
compare  each  such  account  with  the  check  list  of  said  warrants.  The 
committee  shall  also  examine  and  compare  the  treasurer's  accounts,  with 
the  warrants  paid  and  charged  by  him ;  and,  when  found  correct,  shall 
burn  said  warrants.  And  the  committee  shall  examine  and  compare  the 
moneys  paid  to  the  treasurer,  by  the  receipts  given  to  the  collectors,  and 
by  the  returns  of  the  clerk  of  the  market  of  stall  rents,  and  by  the  returns 
of  the  weigh  masters  of  rents  paid  in  by  them,  and  by  the  returns  of  the 
mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen,  of  fines  and  forfeitures  paid  in,  and  by  the 
mayor's  return  of  moneys  paid  in  on  account  of  licenses,  dog  tax,  &c. ;  and 
the  committee  shall  see  that  the  treasurer  has  charged  himself  correctly  with 
these  several  sums  of  money,  as  well  as  all  other  sums  of  money  which 
may  have  been  paid  to  him,  arising  from  any  other  source ;  and  the  com- 
mittee, when  settling  the  accounts  of  the  collectors,  shall  require  of  them 
a  particular  list  of  all  lost  taxes,  with  the  names  in  alphabetical  order,  of 
the  persons  charged  with  the  same,  and  also  of  the  names  and  tax  of  all 
exonerations  which  may  have  been  allowed  by  the  mayor  and  treasurer ; 
and  the  said  lists  shall  be  attested  by  the  oath  of  the  collector,  and  certified 
by  the  mayor  and  treasurer ;  and,  when  examined  by  the  committee,  shall 
be  returned  to  the  treasurer  and  credit  given  for  the  same;  and  the  com- 
mittee|  shall  ascertain  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  and  any 
balance  which  may  be  due  the  city  by  collectors  or  other  persons,  and 
shall  also  ascertain  the  amount  of  debts  of  every  description  due  by  the 
city,  and  shall  make  a  report  in  writing  to  each  of  the  councils,  at  their 
last  meeting  in  December,  which  report  shall  be  entered  on  the  minutes 
and  filed  by  the  clerks. 

Passed  26th  December,  1821,  and  recorded  28th  January,  1822,  in  Book  A.,  page  61. 

ORDINANCE  OF  4TH  JANUARY,  1838. 
^^n  Ordinance  defining  the  duties  of  committees. 

I.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  joint  standing  committees  of 
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the  select  and  common  councils,  on  water,  streets,  grading  and  paving, 
wharves  and  landings,  fire  and  hose  companies,  gas  lighting,  city  police, 
and  the  sanitary  committee,  each  to  keep  an  accurate  journal  o[  their  re- 
spective proceedings,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  the  committees  which  may 
succeed  each  of  them  respectively. 

II.  That  when  either  of  said  committees  shall  he  authorised  or  required 
by  councils,  to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  public  service  of  the  city  ;  or  to 
make,  or  superintend  the  disbursement  of  the  public  money  of  the  same, 
such  committee  shall  examine  and  approve  said  contracts,  and  cause  such 
approval  to  be  entered  upon  its  journal,  before  said  contracts  shall  be 
signed,  or  be  made  obligatory  upon  the  city.  And  that  all  claims  and  ac- 
counts, arising  under  said  contracts,  or  other  lawful  engagements, 
duly  sanctioned  by  any  committee,  shall  be  examined  and  approved 
by  said  committee,  and  said  approval  shall  be  entered  upon  its  jour- 
nals, before  any  warrant  or  order  therefor,  shall  be  drawn  or  signed 
by  or  on,  any  city  officers.  And,  that  when  any  order,  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  such  approval,  shall  have  been  drawn,  it  shall  be  endorsed  by  a 
majority  of  the  committee,  before  it  is  presented  to  the  mayor  for  his  war- 
rant. And  the  mayor  is  hereby  enjoined,  not  to  issue  his  warrant  on  any 
order  which  is  not  thus  sanctioned. 

III.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  aforesaid  committees,  to 
present  to  the  councils,  at  the  latest  stated  meeting,  in  December  of 
each  year,  a  full  report  of  their  respective  proceedings  during  the  year,  ex- 
hibiting in  detail,  an  account  of  the  appropriations  made  by  councils  ;  of 
the  disbursements  made  in  pursuance  of  them  ;  and  of  the  objects  accom- 
plished, or  services  performed  by  means  of  the  same. 

Passed  4tli  January,  1838  ;  and  recorded  6th  January,  1838.  in  Book  A.,  page  i48. 
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DOGS. 


COXTEIVTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  9th  AUGUST,  1831.    i  Repealing  clause 5 

Dogs  to  have  collars  on I        ORUINANcE  OF  3d  AUGUST,  1843. 

"  to  be  muzzled, ib  J  Former  ordinance  repealed, 1 

Penalty  for  suffering  female  dogs  to  run  at      |  Ordinance  of  9th  August,  1831,  revived...  2 

large 2  j  Compensation 3 

Dorrs  not  keot  according  to  law  to  be  killed,    ih  i  Penalty    for  interfering, ib 

Compensation, 3  |  Time  for  dogs  to  be  muzzled, ib 

Penalty   for  interfering, 4 

ORDINANCE  OF  9TH  AUGUST,  1831. 

^n  Ordinance  to  consolidate,  alter,  and  amend  the  ordinances  to  prevent 
dogs  from  running  at  large  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  any  dog  to  go  at  large  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  except  un- 
der the  following  restrictions : — That  is  to  say,  every  dog  going  at  large 
within  the  said  city,  shall  have  round  its  neck  a  collar  of  metal,  or  a  col- 
lar of  leather  with  a  metal  plate,  on  which  metal  collar  or  plate 
shall  be  inscribed  the  name  of  the  owner  of  such  dog,  and  his  or  her  place 
of  residence :  also,  that  each  and  every  dog  so  going  at  large,  shall  have 
securely  put  on  a  good,  strong,  substantial,  and  safe  muzzle,'  so  as  effect- 
ually to  prevent  said  dog  from  biting  or  snapping  ;  and  if  any  doubt  shall 
arise  as  to  the  strength  or  safety  of  said  muzzle  worn  by  any  such  dog,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  constable,  or  other  person  acting  under  this  ordi- 
nance, forthwith  to  take  the  said  dog  before  the  mayor,  or  any  alderman  of 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  whose  decision  thereon  shall  be  conclusive  ;  but 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  permit  any  female 
dog,  when  in  heat,  whether  muzzled  or  otherwise,  to  run  at  large  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh;  but  any  such  female  dog  so  going  at  large  shall  be 
taken  up  and  destroyed,  in  a  mode  hereinafter  provided. 

II.  That  the  owner,  agent,  or  other  person,  at  whose  house  or  premi- 
ses, buildings,  store,  or  dwelling  place,  any  female  dog  is  usually  found,  or 
permitted  to  remain,  or  any  other  pers'on  having  or  exercising  agency  or 
ownership  in,  or.  over  any  female  dog,  if  such  female  dog  be  found,  when 
in  heat,  going  at  large  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  such  owner,  agent,  or  oth- 
er person  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs,  as  debts  under  one  hundred  dollars  are  bv  law  recoverable,  before 
the  mayor,  or  any  alderman  of  the  city,  one  half  for  the  use  of  the  per- 

1  It  is  a  nuisance  to  keep  a  furious  and  dangeious  dog  to  the  annoyance  and  fear  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  of  persons  passing  along  the  street,  and  is  punishable  by  indictment.  In  the  may- 
or's court  of  Philadelphia,  at  March  sessions,  18'-28,  The  Commonwealth  vs.  William  M  L>ing,  ihe 
defendant  was  indicted  for  keeping  a  furious  and  dangerous  dog,  to  the  annoyantre  of  the  neigh- 
bbrhood,  and  fear  of  the  passer-by.  The  recorder,  Jarf^e  Reed,  after  stating  the  fact  to  the  jury,  in 
a  clear  manner,  distinctly  laid  down  the  law  in  favor  of  supporting  the  indictment,  that  it  was  an  in- 
dictable offence  to  keep,  and  allow  to  go  at  large,  any  dangerous,  ferocious,  or  biting  animal,  to  the  annoy- 
ance and  terror  of  tke  neighborhood  or  the  public. 

By  ordinance  of  3d  August,  1843,  dogs  are  not  required  to  be  muzzled  except  between  the 
15tb  July,  and  the  15th  September. 
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son  suing  for  the  same,  and  the  other  half  for  the  use  of  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh. 

III,  That  the  mayor  be,  and  is  hereby  authorised  to  appoint  as  many 
persons  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  carry  this 
ordinance  into  strict  effect,  by  causing  all  dogs  found  running  at  large  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh  to  be  taken  up,  killed,  and  buried,  when  not  within  the  ex- 
ceptions of  the  foregoing  section.  And  for  the  services  to  be  performed 
in  taking  up  or  killing  and  burying  such  dog,  on  sufficient  proof  of  the 
same,  the  persons  so  to  be  appointed  shall  receive  the  sum  of  one  dollar, 
to  be  paid  by  tlie  mayor,  who  is  hereby  authorised  to  draw  his  warrants 
on  the  city  treasurer,  as  well  as  for  all  other  necessary  expenses  that  may 
be  incurred  in  executing  this  ordinance,  which  shall  be  charged  to  the  con- 
tingent fund. 

IV,  That  any  person  who  shall  obstruct  the  officers,  constables,  or  oth- 
er persons  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  provi- 
sions of  this  ordinance,  or  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously  obstruct  or  molest 
the  persons  employed  in  the  seizure  or  transportation  of  the  dogs  by  them 
arrested,  or  in  the  burial  of  their  carcasses,  or  shall  wilfully  or  malicious- 
ly destroy  or  injure  any  public  or  private  property  connected  with  the 
execution  of  this  ordinance,  every  such  person  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  sued  for 
and  recovered,  with  costs,  before  the  mayor,  or  any  alderman  of  the 
city,  as  debts  under  one  hundred  dollars  are  by  law  recoverable,  one  half 
to  the  use  of  the  person  suing  for  the  same,  and  the  other  half  for  the 
use  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh, 

V,  That  all  ordinances  heretofore  passed,  in  order  to  prevent  dogs  from 
running  at  large  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Passed  9th  Augusl,  1631. 


ORDINANCE  OF  3D  AUGUST,  1843. 

An  ordinance  relating  to  dogs. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled,  That  an  ordinance  entitled  "An  ordinance 
concerning  dogs,"  passed  the  Tthday  of  November,  1836,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed, 

III,  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  ^-c.  That  an  ordinance  entitled  "An 
ordinance  to  consolidate,  alter  and  amend  the  ordinance  to  prevent  dogs 
from  running  at  large  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  passed  the  9th  day  of 
August,  1831,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  revived  and  declared  to  be  in 
force, 

III,  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  S^'C,  That  the  reward  for  taking  up 
and  destroying  dogs  under  said  act  shall  be  reduced  to  fifty  cents  per  head. 
And  the  penalty  against  obstructing  the  otficers  or  other  persons  appointed 
to  carry  said  ordinance  into  effect  shall  be  reduced  to  fifty  dollars  instead 
of  one  hundred  dollars  as  heretofore.  And  that  dogs  need  not  be  kept 
muzzled  unless  at  the  option  of  the  owner,  except  from  the  15th  of  July 
to  the  15th  of  September, 

Ordainedand  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  this  3d  August.  A.  D.,  ]843. 

The  jury,  after  a  short  consultation,  returned  a  verdict  of  "GUILTY'  against  tlie  defendant, 
and  be  was  sentenced  acr.ordingly.  H.  I.  William*  for  the  prosecution,  ./.  0'Da?iiel  for  the  de- 
fendant. 
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Repealing  clause 6s      and  fifth  wards, 1 

ORDINANCE  OF  7th  JANUARY,  1834.       Repealing  clause 2 

Judges  to  meet  and  make  returns  ofmayor's  ORDINANCE  OF  31st  SEPT.,  1842. 

election, 3  i  Place  of  holding  elections  in  first  ward, ...     1 

Returns  to  be  filed, ib  |  Repealing  clause 2 

Councils  to  hear  objections,  &c. ih     ORDINANCE  OF  20th  SEPTEMBER,1843. 

Councils   authorised  to  set  election    aside        i  Place  of  holding  elections  in  third  ward, . ..      1 

and  order  new  eleclion ib  S  Repealing  clause, 2 

ORDINANCE  OF   17th    JANUARY.  1834.  ORDINANCE  OF  6th  MAY,  1844. 

The  time  when  councils  are  to  elect  city  of-        !  Time  and  places  of  holding  election  for  over- 

ficers, 1!      seers  of  the  poor  and  auditors, 1 

ORDINANCE  OF    5th    JANUARY,  1836.    Repealing  clause, ib 

City  divided  into  wards 1  ' 

ACT  OF  18TH  DECEMBER,  1829. 

^n  Ad  for  dividing  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  into  four  ivards,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  choice  of  judges  of  the  general  elections,  and  for  other 
purposes.^ 

I.  II.  III.  and  IV.  Supplied  by  act  of  26th  December,  1833.  See 
page  14. 

V.  That  the  select  and  common  councils  of  said  city  of  Pittsburgh  are 
hereby  authorised  and  required  within  three  months  after  the  passage  of 
this  act  to  fix  the  places  of  holding  the  elections  for  the  said  wards,  at  the 
court  house,  or  at  such  houses  within  the  bounds  of  the  respective  wards, 
as  they  may  designate,  and  to  alter  the  same  as  public  convenience  may 
require. 

VI.  That  every  law,  or  part  of  any  law,  which  is  by  this  act  altered  or 
supplied,  shall  be  so  far,  and  no  farther,  repealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  IStli  December,  A.  D.,  1829. 


ORDINANCE  OF  7TH  JANUARY,  1834. 

Jin  Ordinance  to  divide  the  city  into  wards  or  districts,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  passed 
the  26th  day  of  December,  1833,  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh  are  required  to  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January, 
and  divide  said  city  into  four  wards  or  districts,  and  to  fix  the  places  for 
holding  all  general  and  city  elections  for  the  said  wards  at  such  houses, 
within  the  bounds  of  the  respective  wards,  and  not  elsewhere. 

I.  and  II.  Repealed  and  supplied. 

1   For  the  election  of  mayor  and  councilmen,  see  act  of  20th  December,  1833,  page  14. 
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III.  That  when  each  election  to  be  had  and  held,  in  pursuance  of  the 
aforesaid  recited  act  of  assembly,  for  mayor,  shall  be  closed,  and  the  num- 
ber of  votes  for  each  candidate  or  person  voted  for  shall  be  counted  and 
ascertained,  the  persons  authorised  to  hold  and  conduct  such  eleclions,  or 
a  majority  of  them  shall,  within  twenty -four  hours  thereafter,  meet  at  the 
court  house  in  the  diamond,  and  shall  then  and  there  prepare  and  make 
under  their  hands  and  seals  the  returns  thereof,  containing  the  names  of 
each  candidate  or  person  voted  ior,  for  mayor,  with  the  number  of  votes 
for  each,  and  shall  appoint  one  of  their  number  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
deliver  a  true  copy  of  said  return  to  the  president  of  the  select  council  pre- 
vious to  the  first  meeting  of  the  sclectand  common  councils  in  joint  assembly 
to  choose  city  officers,  and  shall  file  the  original  returns  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  city  court,  and  the  select  and  common  councils  shall  in  their 
joint  meeting  proceed  to  examine  such  election  returns,  and  to  hear  all  re- 
monstrances and  objections  to  the  same,  and  determine  thereon,  and  to 
declare  the  person  qualified,  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  to  be 
legally  elected,  and  in  cases  where  the  election  has  been  illegally 
and  unfairly  conducted,  or  the  number  of  illegal  votes  given  may  render 
the  result  doubtful,  the  councils  shall  have  power  to  set  the  same 
aside  and  order  a  new  election,  giving  notice  thereof,  as  in  the  case  of 
other  special  elections. 

IV.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  hereby  altered  and  supplied, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  7th  January,  1834,  and  recorded  13th  January,  1834,  in  Book  A.,  pages  192-93. 


ORDINANCE  OF  17TH  JANUARY.  1834. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance,  entitled  '•  An  ordinance 

for  the  organization  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh." 

I.  That  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  said  city,  shall  meet  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  January,  1834,  and  yearly  thereafter,  and  elect  by 
their  viva  voce  joint  vote,  the  several  city  officers,  created  by  existing  or- 
dinances, and  that  so  much  of  any  ordinance  requiring  such  election  to  be 
held  at  any  other  time  than  the  said  third  Tuesday  of  January,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  nm  January,  1831,  and  recorded  3d  February,  1834,  in  Book  A.,  pages  193--94. 


ORDINANCE  OF  5TH  JANUARY,  1836. 

An  Ordinance  to  divide  the  city  into  tvards  or  districts,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  ofthe  general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  passed 
the  26th  day  of  December,  1833,  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh  are  required  to  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January, 
and  yearly  thereafter,  and  divide  said  city  into  four  wards  or  districts,  and 
fix  the  places  for  holding  all  general  and  city  elections  for  the  said  wards, 
at  such  houses  as  public  convenience  may  require,  within  the  bounds  of 
the  respective  wards,  and  not  elsewhere. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  ^c.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance,  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  shall  be  divided  into  four  wards,  in 
the  manner  following,  viz  : 
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So  much  of  the  said  city  as  lies  northwardly  of  the  middle  of  Liberty 
street,  and  eastwardly  of  the  middle  of  Marbury  street,  shall  be  one  ward, 
to  be  called  the  North  Ward.  So  much  of  ihe  said  city  as  is  included  in 
the  following  boundaries,  viz:  beginning  at  the  middle  of  Liberty  and 
Marbury  streets,  and  running  thence  down  Marbury  street  to  the  Allegheny 
river,  thence  along  the  Allegheny  river  to  its  confluence  with  the  Monon- 
gahela  river,  thence  up  the  Monongahela  river  to  the  middle  of  Wood 
street,  thence  up  the  middle  of  Wood  street  to  the  middle  of  Diamond 
alley,  thence  up  the  middle  of  Diamond  alley  to  the  middle  of  Market 
street;  thence  along  down  the  rniddle  of  Market  street  to  the  middle  of 
Liberty  street  and  thence  down  the  middle  of  Liberty  street  to  the  place 
of  beginning,  shall  be  one  ward,  to  be  called  the  West  Ward.  And  so 
much  of  the  said  city  as  is  included  in  the  following  boundaries,  viz :  be- 
ginning at  the  foot  of  Wood  street  on  the  Monongahela  river ;  thence  up 
the  middle  of  Wood  street  to  the  middle  of  Diamond  alley,  thence  along 
the  middle  of  Diamond  alley  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  turnpike 
road,  thence  along  said  road  to  the  city  line,  and  thence  by  the  same  to 
the  Monongahela  river,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
shall  be  one  ward,  to  be  called  the  South  Ward.  And  so  much  of  the 
said  city  as  lies  south  of  the  middle  of  Liberty  street,  east  of  the  middle  of 
Market  street,  Diamond  alley,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  South  Ward, 
above  named,  shall  be  one  ward,  and  be  called  the  East  Ward, 

n.  Supplied. 

Passed  5th  January,  183fi,and  recorded  26th  January,  1836,  in  Book  A.,  pages  219--80. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  DECEMBER,  1837. 

An  Ordinance  altering  and  regulating  the  places  for  holding  the  general 

and  city  elections. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  the  places  for  hold- 
ing the  general  and  city  elections  for  the  respective  wards  or  districts  shall 
be  as  follows : 

For  the  Second  or  South  Ward  at  the  house  of  Hugh  Duffy. 

For  the  Fourth  or  North  Ward  at  the  Washington  Coffee  House. 

For  the  Fifth  Ward  or  Northern  Liberties  at  the  house  of  Alexander 
Stewart. 

IT.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  in  any  way  conflicting  herewith,  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  27th  December,  1837,  and  recorded  29th  December,  1837,  in  Book  A.,  page  247. 


ORDINANCE  OF  31ST  SEPTEMBER,  1842. 

An  Ordinance  for  changing  the  place  of  holding  the  general  and  city 
elections  for  the  West  Ward. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  'assembled.  That  hereafter  the  election  for  state  and 
county,  as  well  as  for  city  officers  of  the  west  ward,  shall  be  held  at  the 
house  on  the  south  west  corner  of  Ferry  and  Fourth  street,  now  occupied 
by  James  Little. 

II.  Be  it  ordained,  8fC.,  That  so  much  of  the  existing  ordinances  as 
is  hereby  altered,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  September  31st,  1841.  "* 
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ORDINANCE  OF  20TH  SEPTEMBER,  1843. 

An  Ordinance  for  changing  the  place  of  holding  the  general  and  city 
elections  for  the  Third  Ward. 

I.  Be  it  ordained,  ^-c,  That  hereafter  the  elections  for  the  state  and 
county,  as  well  as  for  city  officers  in  the  third  ward,  shall  be  held  at  the  house 
now  occupied  by  J.  Dubail,  on  the  corner  of  Seventh  and  Grant  streets. 

II.  Be  it  ordained,  ^-c,  That  so  much  of  the  existing  ordinances  as  is 
hereby  altered,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  this  20th  day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1843. 


ORDINANCE  OF  6TII  MAY,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  fixing  the  time  and  phtcefor  holding  the  election  for  over- 
seers of  the  poor. ^ 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  &,'C.,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance,  the  election  for  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  auditors  of  their 
accounts  for  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  shall  be  held  at  the  same  time  and  at 
the  same  places  in  the  different  Avards,  as  the  election  for  constables  of 
said  city  are  held,  and  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  hereby  altered  and 
supplied,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  6th  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1844. 

1   For  the  act  of  assembly  authorizing  councils  to  fix  the  time  and  places  for  holding  the  elec- 
tions for  oveiseers  of  the  poor,  see  act  of  let  April,  1837,  sect,  xiv.,  page  21. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

FIFTH   WARD. 

CONTErVTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  24th  APRIL,  1837.      iCity  treasurer  to  receive  allmnney.  &c.,.. 
Borough  of  Northern  Liberties  admitted  iCommittee  to   settle  borough  accounts, 4 

in  the  city, 1  (City  ordinances  extended  to   the  fifth  ward,      5 

Rights,  credits.  &c.,  transferred  aild  accept-        i  Mayor,  &c.,  toexercise  authority  over  same,     6 

ed  by  the  city, 2  (Additional  watchmen  to  be  appointed,. ...     ib 

Mayor  authorised  to  accept  of  all  books,  ac-        iMarketdays  fixed  for  fifth  ward 7 

counts,  &c 3  ) 

ORDINANCE  OF  24TH  AUGUST,  1837. 

»5n  Ordinance  to  accept  and  confirm  the  transfer  of  the  real  and  person^ 
al  estate  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  and  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  said  borough,  and  for  other  purposes. 

I.  That  the  ordinance  of  the  borough  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  en- 
titled "An  ordinance  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  assembly,  passed  the 
first  day  of  March,  1837,  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled,  'An  act  to 
incorporate  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  supplements  thereto,'  contained 
in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  sections  of  an  act,  entitled,  '  An  act  to  con- 
firm and  render  valid  the  proceedings  of  the  district  court,  for  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,  in  actions  of  partition,  and  for  other  purposes  ;'  " 
the  said  ordinance,  passed  the  19th  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  1837,  by 
which  all  the  rights,  credits,  and  effects,  and  all  the  estate  real  and  per- 
sonal, held  by  said  borough,  and  all  the  debts  due  to  or  by  the  said  bor- 
ough, and  all  the  contracts  made  by  or  with  it,  is  assigned  and  transfer- 
red to  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  to  be  had  and  held  by  the  said  city  for  the 
same  uses  and  purposes  as  the  same  is  now  held  by  said  borough,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  accepted,  approved  and  confirmed  and  the  real  estate 
aforesaid  is  hereby  accepted  by  the  said  city,  and  the  same,  is  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  vested  in  the  said  city,  to  be  used,  occupied,  and  enjoyed  by 
the  said  city  as  fully,  and  for  the  same  uses  and  purposes,  and  subject  to 
the  same  conditions,  as  the  same  is  now  had  and  held  by  the  said  borough.' 

1  For  the  act  of  assembly  of  the  1st  March,  1837,  see  ante,  pages  19,  &c.,  and  for  the  act  of  1st 
April,  1837,  see  ante,  page  20,  &c.  The  followingis  a  copy  of  the  borough  ordinance  of  the  19th 
April,  1837,  referred  to  in  the  first  section  of  the  ordinance  in  the  text: 

"An  ordinance  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  assembly,  passed  the  first  day  of  March,  1837,  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled,  'An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,'  and  the  supplement 
thereto,  contained  in  the  12th  and  13th  sections  of  an  act  entitled,  'An  act  lo  confirm  and  render 
valid  the  proceedings  of  the  district  court,  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  actions  of 
partition,  and  for  other  purposes.' 

"Sect.  1st.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  council  of  the  borough  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  Pitts- 
burgh, That  all  the  rights,  credits  and  effects,  and  all  the  estate  real  and  personal,  held  by  said 
borough,  and  all  debts  due  to  or  by  said  borough,  and  all  contracts  made  by  or  with  it,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  assigned  and  transferred  to  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  to  be  had  and  held  by  the  said 
city  for  the  same  uses  and  purposes  as  the  same  is  now  held  by  said  borough. 

"Sect.  2.  Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  treasurer  of  said  borough  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  directed  to  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  of  said  city,  all  the  money  for  which  he  is  account- 
able to  said  borough,  and  to  deliver  to  the  mayor  of  said  city,  all  the  books,  papers,  accounts  and 
vouchers  relating  to  the  public  moneys,  debts,  credits  on  contracts  of  said  borough,  and  all  other 
officers  of  said  borough,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  deliver  to  the  mayor  of  the  said  city, 
all  the  books,  papers,  moneys,  accounts,  contracts,  and  property  of  any  description,  belonging  to 
the  borough,  which  may  be  in  their  possession,  or  relate  to  the  duties  hereby  enjoined,  be  and  th« 
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II.  That  all  the  rights,  credits,  and  eifects,  and  all  the  personal  estate  of  the 
said  borough,  and  all  the  contracts  made  by  or  with  it,  and  which  by  the 
ordinance  aforesaid  have  been  assigned  and  transferred  to  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  accepted  by  the  said  city,  and  declared 
to  be  vested  in  the  said  city  as  fully  as  if  the  same  had  been  originally  pos- 
sessed, used  and  enjoyed,  assumed  and  made  by  the  said  city. 

III.  That  the  mayor  of  the  said  city  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised 
and  required  to  accept  and  receive  forthwith,  of,  and  from  the  burgess, 
treasurer,  town  clerk,  and  all  and  singular  the  other  officers  of  the  said 
borough,  all  and  singular — the  books,  accounts,  warrants,  vouchers,  papers, 
and  the  personal  effects  of  the  said  borough,  and  report  the  same  to  coun- 
cils at  their  next  stated  meeting,  to  be  disposed  of  by  them  as  they  shall  see 
fit  and  proper.  And  the  treasurer  of  the  said  city  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  and  required  to  receive  forthwith,  from  the  treasurer  of  the  said 
borough,  all  and  singular  the  public  moneys  of  the  said  borough,  and  report 
the  amount  thereof  to  councils  at  their  next  meeting,  to  be  appropriated  by 
them  as  they  shall  see  fit  and  proper.  And  the  city  collector  for  the  cur- 
rent year  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  receive  and  col- 
lect from  the  citizens  of  the  said  borough,  now  the  fifth  ward  of  the  said 
city,  all  and  singular  the  taxes  of  the  current  year,  and  to  pay  the  same 
into  the  city  treasury  as  other  city  moneys  are  now  paid,  and  the  said  col- 
lector is  hereby  vested  and  clothed  with  all  the  power  and  authority  bj'law 
vested  in  him,  as  collector  of  said  city,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  duty  impos- 
ed upon  him  by  this  ordinance. 

IV.  That  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer,  burgess,  and  other  officers  of  the 
said  borough,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  referred  to  the  committee  on 
claims  and  accounts,  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  by  them,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  councils. 

V.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  all  and  singular 
the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  said  city  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  ex- 
tended to  and  over  the  said  borough,'  now  the  fifth  ward  of  the  said  city, 
and  the  mayor,  aldermen,  police,  and  other  officers  of  the  said  city  are  here- 
by required  and  enjoined  to  exercise  the  functions  of  their  offices  respect- 
ively, in  the  said  fifth  ward,  and  all  and  singular  the  power  and  authority 
of  ihe  said  officers  respectively,  is  hereby  extended  in  and  to  the  said  fifth 
ward.  And  the  committee  on  police  are  hereby  authorised  and  required, 
in  conjunction  with  tlie  mayor,  to  appoint  one  lieutenant  and  four  sufficient 
watch,  in  and  for  the  said  Fifth  ward,  to  be  entided  to  the  same  pay  and 
subject  to  the  same  rules,  regulations,  and  penalties  as  the  night  watch  in 
other  wards  in  the  said  city  :  Provided,  however.  That  the  ordinance  re- 
lative to  slaughter  houses,  passed  19th  October,  1816,  shall  not  take  effect 
and  be  enforced,  in  the  said  fifth  ward,  until  the  next  annual  letting  of  the 
stalls  in  the  respective  market  houses. 

VI.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  the  Adams  market, 
in  the  Fifth  ward,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  opened 
for  the  holding  of  the  public  markets  therein  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  of 
each  week  hereafter,  commencing  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  closing  at 
ten  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  said  days,  in  the  same  manner,  and  subject  to  the 
same  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  now  imposed  on  persons  attending 
other  market  houses  within  the  city. 

Passed  24th  April,  1637;  and  recorded  9thMay,  1837,  in  Book  A.,  pages  240,  <^c. 
same  are  hereby  required  to  be  performed  by  each  of  the  said  officers  respectively  on  or  before 
the  29th  day  of  April,  inet.     Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  (council,  this  19th  day  of  April, 
Anno  Domini,  eighteen  hundred  and  ihirty-geven.    "ANDREW  M'lLWAINE,  President. 

Attest— E.  H.  Heastings.  Clerk. 


CHAPTER   XIX 

FINES,  &c. 


COIVTENTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  9th  AUGUST,  1816.      J  Repediii^  clause 2 

Hmw  fines  shall  be  recovered 1  |         ORDINANCE  OF  26lh  JUNE,  1819. 

luforiner  may  be  a  witness, ib  j  City  officers  entitled  to  one  half  of  fines,  &c. 

ORDINANCE  OF  9TH  AUGUST,  1816. 

An  Ordinance  concerning  Jines,  forfeitures  and  costs  of  prosecution. 

I.  That  in  all  cases,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  where  any  fine  or  for- 
feiture shall  be  imposed  for  a  violation  of  any  of  the  laws,  ordinances  or 
regulations  of  the  city,  the  same  shall  be  recovered  before  the  mayor,  re- 
corder, or  any  of  the  aldermen,  and  the  one  half  thereof  shall  be  paid  into 
the  city  treasury,  and  the  other  half  to  the  informer;  except  such  in- 
former shall  be  a  city  officer,'  in  which  case  the  whole  fine  or  forfeiture 
shall  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury ,  and  the  informer  shall  in  all  cases 
be  a  competent  witness,  although  he  may  be  entitled  to  one  half  the  fine  or 
forfeiture ;  and  in  all  cases,  the  costs  of  prosecution  shall  be  paid  by  the 
person  or  persons  convicted. 

II.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  all  ordinances  which 
this  shall  in  any  wise  alter  or  supply,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Passed  9th  August,  1816,  and  recorded  31st  August,  1816,  in  Book  A.,  page  5. 


ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  JUNE,  1819. 

Jl  supplement  to  "An  ordinance  concerning  fines,  forfeitures  and  costs 
of  prosecution,'''' 

I.  That  the  ordinance  passed  on  the  ninih  day  of  August,  A.  D.,  1816, 
entitled  "  An  ordinance  concerning  fines,  forfeitures  and  costs  of  prosecu- 
tion," be  so  altered  and  amended  that  hereafter  the  city  officers,  respective- 
ly, shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  half  of  all  fines  and  forfeitures  imposed 
and  recovered  for  violation  of  any  of  the  laws, -ordinances  or  regulations 
of  the  city,  on  information  given  by  any  of  said  officers,  in  the  same  plan- 
ner and  under  the  same  restrictions  and  provisions  as  other  informers  in 
similar  prosecutions. 

Passed  Seth  June,  1819,  and  i  ecorded  19th  July,  1819,  in  Book  A.,  page  49. 
1  Altered  as  to  city  officers,  see  ordinance  of  26th  June,  1819. 
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CHAPTE  R  XX. 
FIRES,  «kc. 

CONTEIVTS. 

ORDINANCE  OP  21st  SEPT.,  1816.       ;  Penalty ib 

Power  given  to  certain  officers  in  case  of  \      ORDINANCE  OF  30th  APRIL,  1817. 

fire 1  j  Street  comn.issioner  to  examine  cliimneys, 

Penalties? ib  '      stoves,  &c 1 

Powfr  given  to  fire  companies 2  ;  Penalty, ib 

Penaltv ib  ;  Repealing;  clause, 2 

Duty  o'r  officers ib 'i        ORDINANCE   OF    v;6th  DEC,  182.5. 

Premium  to  fire  companies 3  '  Fire  liooVs  and  ladders  to  be  repaired,   iScc,  1 

Hay  stacks,  &,c •'^  j  Penalty  for  using  or  removing  hooks  or  lad- 

Penaltv  for  chimneys  taking  fire 6,'      ders 2 

Height"  of  chimneys 7)      ORDINANCE  OF   28th    APRIL,  1834. 

Penalty, ib  i  Mayor  to  appoint  five  fire  wardens, 1 

Furnaces,  glass  works,  &c., ib  !  Their  duties, ib 

Regulations  of  steam  engines,  &c. ib  J  Officers  to  assist  al  fires, 1 

Penalty ib  i  Mayor  may  remove  fire  wardens 2 

Regulations  of  stovepipes 8|        ORDINANCE  OF   25th  MAY,  1835. 

How  stoves  shall  be  fixed, ib  ;  Fire  :ommittee  to  be  appointed 2 

Penalty ib  j  Annual  appropriation 3 

Brick  buildings  to  have  parapet  walls,  ....   10  S  Mayor  to  draw  his  warrant, 4 

Dormer  windows,  i5cc ib  ;  Committee  to  keep  book  of  entries, 5 

Penalty ib  f  Repealing  clause 6 

Regulations  for  boiling  oil,  turpentine,  Ice.,  11  i 

ORDINANCE  OF  21ST  SEPTEMBER.  1816. 

^n  Ordinance  making  certain  regulations  in  cases  of  fire,  and  to  pre- 
vent fires  from  breaking  out. 

I.  That  in  cases  and  on  occasions  of  fire  in  the  said  city,  any  two  of 
the  following  named  officers,  to  wit:  The  mayor,  aldermen,  recorder,  the 
president  of  the  select  council,  the  president  of  the  common  council,  and 
street  commissioner,  on  consulting  and  agreeing  together,  shall  have  pow- 
er to  enter  upon,  or  cause  to  be  entered  upon,  any  private  property,  and 
to  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed,  any  obstructions  to  the  use  and  work- 
ing of  any  fire  engine  or  fire  apparatus ;  and  any  three  of  the  said  officers, 
on  consulting  and  agreeing  together,  shall  have  power  to  pull  down,  or 
cause  to  be  pulled  down,  any  building,  when  such  measure  may  by  them 
be  deemed  necessary  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  fire.  And  the  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  constables  of  the  city,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  have  power 
in  cases  and  on  occasion  of  fire  in  the  city,  to  disperse  all  collections  of 
idle,  disorderly  or  suspicious  persons,  and  otherwise  to  preserve  order,  and 
prevent  the  commission  of  offences  on  such  occasions ;  and  any  person 
herein  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars. 

II.  That  the  several  fire  companies,  and  their  officers,  shall  have  pow- 
er in  cases  of  fire  in  said  city,  to  do  and  perform  all  and  every  the  duties 
required  of  iheni  by  their  several  companies,  in  order  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  fire  and  every  person  who  shall,  in  any  way  obstruct,  hinder  or  in- 
terrupt any  of  the  said  fire  companies,  or  fire  officers  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty,  or  their  exertions  to  stop  or  extinguish  the  fire,  such  person  or 
persons,  so  offending,  shall  for  every  offence,  forfeit  and  pay   a  fine  of  ten 
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dollars,  one  half  of  which  shall  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  fire  company  against  which  the  offence  was  committed. 
And  it  is  hereby  required  and  enjoined  upon  all  and  every  oflicer  and  offi- 
cers of  the  said  city,  to  aid  and  assist  the  several  fire  companies  in  their  ex- 
ertions on  occasions  of  fire  in  the  said  city,  and  to  prevent  them  from  being 
interrupted  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  to  prosecute  all  offenders 
against  any  provision  contained  in  this  ordinance. 

III.  That  a  premium  often  dollars,  to  be  paid  on  awarranttobe  drawn 
by  the  mayor  on  the  city  treasurer,  shall  be  given  to  the  fire  company 
whose  engine  shall  be  first  on  the  ground  in  fair  operation,  and  in  good 
order,  in  case  of  fire ;  and  the  mayor  shall  have  power  to  determine  all 
questions  as  to  this  premium. 

IV.  See  bakers. 

V.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  keep  or  stack  any  hay  or  straw 
within  one  hundred  feet  of  any  dwelling  or  other  house  in  the  said  city, 
unless  it  be  in  a  stable,  or  some  other  secure  house  or  covered  place ;  and 
the  person  or  persons  herein  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  of- 
fence the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

VI.  That  if  the  chimney  of  any  person  or  persons  within  the  said  city 
shall  take  fire  and  blaze  out  at  the  top,  the  same  not  having  been  swept 
within  the  space  of  one  calendar  month  next  before  the  time  of  taking 
such  fire,  every  such  person  or  persons  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
three  dollars. 

VII.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,  if  the  chimney 
or  chimneys  of  any  shop,  house  or  building  in  the  said  city,  shall  not  pro- 
ject or  be  raised  a  safe  and  sufficient  distance,  not  less  than  three  feet  out  of 
the  roof  or  roofs  of  such  shop,  house  or  building,  the  owner,  owners  or  oc- 
cupier thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  the  first  offence,  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars,  and  for  every  month  afterwards  that  the  same  shall  be  continued, 
the  sum  of  twenty  dollars.  And  that  the  chimneys  of  smith-shops,  nail- 
shops,  forges,  furnaces,  foundries,  glass-works,  and  steam  engines,  shall 
not  only  be  carried  up  such  a  height  as  not  to  afford  danger  of  fire,  but 
shall  also  project  and  be  carried  up  in  such  a  manner,  and  at  such  a  dis- 
tance, that  passengers  on  the  squares,  streets  or  alleys  of  the  said  city,  and 
that  the  neighborhood  shall  not  be  incommoded  by  the  smoke  issuing  from 
the  same,  and  that  the  smoke,  in  ordinary  weather  will  be  carried  off  as 
well  and  sufficiently  as  the  nature  of  the  element  will  admit  of.  And  that 
when  houses  of  different  elevations  adjoin  each  other,  the  chimneys  of 
the  lower  house  shall  be  carried  up  in  such  manner,  and  of  such  a  height,, 
as  that  the  sparks,  fires  or  smoke,  which  might  issue  from  the  same,  shall 
not  endanger  or  render  insecure,  or  spoil,  injure  or  disfigure  the  work  of 
the  adjoining  house  ;  and  that  no  pipe  or  flue  from  any  steam  engine  or 
steam  works,  shall  project  over  or  into  any  square  street  or  alley  of  the 
said  city.  And  that  every  person  who  shall  offend  in  any  of  the  particulars 
herein  contained,  Avhether  such  offender  shall  be  the  owner  or  the  occupier 
of  the  property  on  which  the  offence  is  committed,  he,  she,  or  they  so  of- 
fending, shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  ;  and  for  every  month 
afterwards  that  the  same  shall  be  continued  the  further  sum  of  fifty  dollars. 

VIII.  That  no  stove-pipe  within  the  said  city  shall  project  through  the 
front  doors,  front  windows,  front  wall,  or  past  the  tYont  corners  of  any 
house,  shop  or  building,  over  or  out  upon  any  street,  square  or  alley,  or 
public  ground  of  the  said  city;  and  if  any  stove-pipe  shall  so  project  as 
aforesaid,  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  puljlic  nuisance,  and  as 
such  shall  be  removed  and  a  fine  of  five  dollars  also  imposed  on  the  per- 


76  FIRES,^c. 

son  or  persons  who  shall  so  offend.  And  all  pipes  and  flues  from  stoves 
within  the  said  city,  shall  project  and  be  carried  in  a  safe  and  secure  man- 
ner through  the  walls  and  apartments  of  the  buildings,  in  which  they  hap- 
pen to  be  placed;  and  their  ends  shall  also  project  throuo-h  the  walls  and 
roofs  in  a  safe  and  secure  distance,  not  less  than  three  feet,  and  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  endanger  the  said  or  the  neighboring  buildings  ;  and  the 
stoves  shall  also  be  fixed,  placed  and  constructed  in  such  manner  as  not 
to  be  dangerous,  or  liable  to  set  fire  to  the  buildings  in  which  they  may 
stand,  or  the  materials  which  may  be  contained  in  such  building.  And  if 
any  stove,  stove-pipe,  or  stove-flue,  shall  be  fixed  or  constructed  in  any 
manner  contrary  to,  or  violating  the  provisions  herein  contained,  the  own- 
er, owners  or  possessor  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  of- 
fence, the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

IX.  Repealed. 

X.  That  each  and  every  brick  or  stone  house,  warehouse,  tenement, 
building  or  stable,  which  shall  hereafter  be  built  in  the  said  city,  shall  have 
and  be  raised  with  parapet  or  fire  walls,  well  and  substantially  built,  pro- 
jecting at  least  nine  inches  above  the  roof,  and  coped  with  brick  or  stone; 
and  where  the  same  building  or  block  of  buildings  shall  be  intended  for 
separate  shops,  dwellings  or  tenements,  they  shall  be  divided  from  each 
other  by  such  parapet  or  fire  walls :  and  that  the  said  dwelling  houses, 
warehouses,  tenements  and  buildings  shall  also  have  and  be  constructed 
with  dormer  windows,  scuttle  doors  or  trap  doors  in  the  roofs,  and  also 
with  ladders  or  steps  upon  the  roofs,  in  order  to  afford  access  to  the  same, 
and  to  the  chimneys  in  cases  of  fire.  And  any  and  every  person  herein  offend- 
ing, shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollai's,  and  also  a  like  sum  for 
every  calendar  month  thereafter  that  the  same  shall  be  continued  without 
a  compliance  with  the  provisions  contained  in  this  section. 

XI.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  no  person  shall 
distil  or  boil  any  turpentine  or  oil,  or  manufacture  or  boil  any  varnish, 
within  the  said  city,  unless  the  said  distilling,  boiling  or  manufacturing  be 
carried  on  in  an  open  space  at  least  thirty  feet  distance  from  any  building 
or  other  property  that  might  be  injured  thereby,  or  in  a  completely  fire- 
proof building,  the  suiTiciency  of  which  fire-proof  shall  be  determined  and 
agreed  upon  by  at  least  three  respectable  master  brick-layers  of  the  said 
city,  who  shall  certify  the  same,  under  their  hands,  to  the  mayor  of  the  said 
city,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the  whole  quantity  of  the  articles  so 
distilled,  boiled  or  manufactured,  together  with  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars. 

Passed  -Jlst  September,  1816  ;  and  recorded  Uth  October,  1816,  in  Book  A.,  page  35. 


ORDINANCE   OF  30TH  APRIL,  1817. 

A  supplement  to  an  ordinance,  entitled,  "  An  ordinance  making  certain 
regulations  in  cases  of  fire,  and  to  prevent  fire  from  breaking  out." 

I.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  or  the  street  commissioner  to  examine  the 
stoves,  stove-flues,  stove-pipes  and  chimneys,  which  are  not  built  and  con- 
structed agreeably  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  ordinance  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  and  make  report  of  the  same,  at  least  once  in  every 
two  months,  to  the  mayor  of  said  city,  under  a  penalty  of  twenty  dollars 
on  the  street  commissioner  neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  ordinance. 
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II.  That   so  much  of  the    said  ordinance  as  this  alters  or  suppUes,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  30tli  April,  1817  ,  re-enacted  and  recorded  13th  March,  1828,  in  Book  A.,  page  i;U. 


ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  DECEMBER.  1825. 

An  Ordinance  providing  for  hooks  and  ladders,  and  preventing  the  same 
from  being  used  unless  at  fires. 

I.  That  the  captains  of  the  different  fire  engine  companies  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorised,  to  have  the  fire  hooks  and  ladders  attached  to  their 
respective  companies  put  in  good  repair  for  service,  and  that  they  provide 
a  further  supply  of  hooks  and  ladders  if  they  deem  it  necessary  ;  and  the 
mayor  is  hereby  authorised  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  city  treasurer  for 
any  expense  that  may  be  incurred  by  this  ordinance. 

II.  That  any  person  or  persons  removing  or  making  use  of  any  fire 
hook,  ladder,  or  any  apparatus  belonging  to  the  different  fire  engine  com- 
panies, otherwise  than  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars  for  each  and  every  offence  so  committed. 

Passed  26th  December,  1825,  and  recorded   19th  January,  1826,  in  Book  A.,  page  89. 


ORDINANCE  OF  28TH  APRIL,  1834. 

A  supplement  to  ".^n  ordinance  snaking  certain  regulations  in  cases  of 
fire,  and  to  prevent  fires frojn  breaking  out,"  passed  September  21,  ISlii. 

I.  That  the  mayor  of  the  city  shall  annually  commission  and  appoint 
such  persons  as  may  be  recommended  to  him  by  the  Firemen's  Association 
of  Pittsburgh,  not  exceeding  five  from  each  fire  company  composing  the 
same,  who  shall  be  citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  to  be  fire  wardens,  who 
shall  act  under  the  directions  of  the  chief  engineers  of  the  association,  and 
who  shall,  together  with  the  said  chief  engineers,  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  perform  all  the  duties  which  are  by  the  said  ordinance  requir- 
ed of  and  enjoined  upon  the  city  constables  and  upon  all  and  every  officer 
of  the  said  city,  to  aid  and  assist  the  several  fire  companies  in  exertions  on 
occasions  of  fire,  and  to  prevent  them  from  being  interrupted  in  the  dis-. 
charge  of  their  duties,  and  to  prosecute  all  offenders  against  any  of  the 
provisions  contained  therein. 

II.  That  the  mayor  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  remove  any 
of  the  said  fire  wardens,  whenever  he  shall,  in  his  discretion,  deem  such 
removal  necessary  for  the  public  good,  and  to  appoint  and  commission  a 
successor,  and  also  to  fill  all  vacancies  which  may  occur,  by  persons  to  be 
recommended  as  before  mentioned. 

Passed  28th  April,  1834,  and  recorded  l-lth  May,  1834,  in  Book  A.,  page  196. 


ORDINANCE  OF  25TH  MAY,  1835. 

An  Ordinance  granting  aid  to  fire  engines  and  hose  companies  in  the 
city. 

I.  Obsolete. 

II.  That  yearly  hereafter,  in  the  month  of  January,  when  the  joint 


78  FIRES,  &c. 

standing  committees  are  appointed,  the  councils  shall  appoint  a  joint  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  one  member  of  the  select  council,  and  two  memljers  of 
the  common  council,  who  shall  not  be  members  of  any  fire  company,  to  be 
styled  "the  committee  on  fire  companies,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  in- 
spect the  fire  engines,  hose  and  other  fire  apparatus  of  the  respective  fire 
companies  in  the  city,  as  often  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  apportion 
the  money  hereinafter  appropriated,  or  so  much  thereof  as  they  may  deem 
necessary,  among  the  said  companies,  and  to  act  in  relation  to  the  appor- 
tionment according  to  their  discretion. 

III.  That  from  and  after  the  present  year,  there  shall  be  provided  in  the 
annual  appropriation  bill,  for  each  succeeding  year,  the  sum  of  eleven 
hundred  dollars,  which  sum  shall  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  "fire  companies;"  and  the  same,  or  such  part  thereof  as 
they  shall  deem  necessary,  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  October  annually,  to 
the  fire  engine  and  hose  companies  in  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
their  respective  fire  engines,  hose  and  apparatus  in  eflfective  and  useful 
condition  in  such  proportions  as  shall  be  respectively  assigned  to  them  by 
the  said  committee:  Provided,  That  this  ordinance  shall  not  extend  to  the 
relief  of  any  fire  companies  instituted  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance. 

IV.  That  when  said  committee  on  fire  companies  shalFhave  apportioned 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  eleven  hundred  dollars,  to,  and 
among  the  fire  engine  and  hose  companies,  in  the  city,  who  shall  agree  to 
and  comply  with  the  provisions  in  this  ordinance,  and  allot  to  each 
company,  so  complying,  such  sum  as  in  their  opinion  they  may  be  entitled 
to  receive,  the  said  committee  on  fire  companies  shall  certify  the  sum  so 
allowed  to  the  mayor,  stating  therein  the  name  of  the  company,  and  he  shall 
thereupon  draw  his  warrant  for  the  amount  thereof  on  the  city  treasurer  in 
favor  of  the  treasurer  of  such  company. 

V.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  committee  on  fire  companies  to 
keep  regular  and  fair  minutes  of  their  proceedmgs,  entered  in  a  book  for 
that  purpose,  and  also  to  file  and  preserve  all  papers  and  communications 
made  by  or  to  them,  which  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
any  member  of  either  councils,  and  once  in  each  month,  at  a  stated  meeting 
of  councils,  lay  the  book  of  minutes  of  their  proceedings  on  the  table  of  the 
clerk  of  one  of  the  councils,  for  the  information  of  the  members. 

VI.  That  an  ordinance  entitled,  "  A  further  supplement  to  an  ordinance 
making  certain  regulations  in  cases  offire,  and  to  prevent  fires  from  breaking 
out,"  passed  the  5th  day  of  April,  1823,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  25th  May,  1835,  and  recorded  30th  May,  1835,  in  Book  A.,  pages  209, 10  and  1 1. 
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ACT  OF  31ST  MARCH,  1836. 


^^n  Act  relative  to  the  Pittsburgh  Gas  Works. 

I.  II.  III.  and  IV.  relative  to  Duquesne  way. 

V.  That  the  trustees  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by authorised  to  lay  the  necessary  pipes  from  the  works  to  the  city  lines  : 
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Provided,  The  same  do  not  pass  through  private  property:  j97id pro- 
vided, The  like  precautions  be  taken  in  opening  and  closing  up  the  high- 
way, as  are  or  may  be  enjoined  in  reference  to  opening  and  closing 
up  the  streets  of  said  city. 

VI.  For  the  violation  of  any  ordinance  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  passed 
for  the  protection  of  said  propert)^  from  injury,  the  party  offending,  if  the 
offence  be  committed  without  the  city  limits,  may  be  punished  by  indict- 
ment in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Allegheny  county. 

VII.  The  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  fully  authorised  and  empowered  to  lay  out,  open,  extend 
and  widen  such  street  or  streets,  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  commu- 
nicate between  the  public  streets  of  said  city  and  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works, 
and  such  street  or  streets  from  the  time  the  same  may  be  declared  and 
ordered  by  said  councils  to  be  opened,  extended  or  widened,  shall  forever 
after  be  deemed,  adjudged  and  taken  as  public  highways,  and  subject  to 
the  same  regulation  and  police  as  other  streets  or  highyways  of  said  city: 
Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  owner  or  owners  of  ground  through 
which  any  such  street  shall  be  opened,  extended  or  widened,  may  pro- 
ceed in  the  same  manner  to  obtain  indemnification  for  any  injury  he  or 
they  may  sustain  thereby,  as  is  directed  by  the  several  acts  in  force,  and 
providing  for  the  opening  of  public  roads  in  this  commonwealth. 

Passed  31st  March,  1386.     See  Pamphlet  Laws  of  Penn.  session  of  1835-6,  pages  317-20. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  APRIL,  1835. 

An  Ordinance  for  the  construction  and  management  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Gas  Works. 

I.  That  for  the  construction  and  carrying  on  the  works  hereinafter  pro- 
vided for,  the  sum  of  fifty  thou sand'doUars,  to  be  divided  into  one  thousand 
shares,  of  fifty  dollars  each,  shall  be  raised  in  the  following  manner:  A 
book  shall  be  opened  by  the  city  treasurer,  at  such  convenient  place  as  he 
may  designate,  on  the  second  Monday  of  May,  1835,  and  be  kept  open 
during  the  office  hours  of  said  treasurer,  for  six  juridical  days  thereafter,  in 
which  the  said  treasurer  shall  permit  all  persons  of  lawful  age,  either  personal- 
ly or  by  attorney,  duly  authorised,  to  subscribe  for  any  number  of  shares  of  the 
said  stock,  on  the  following  conditions  : — The  said  book  shall  be  headed 
in  the  following  manner:  "We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed, 
promise  to  pay  to  the  city  treasurer  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  share 
of  stock  set  opposite  our  respective  names,  on  the  days  and  times,  and  in 
such  quotas  and  proportions  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  trustees  appointed  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  an  ordinance  entitled,  'An  ordinance  for  the 
construction  and  management  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works,'  passed  the  27th 
day  of  April,  1835.  The  said  subscribers  sjball  pay  to  the  city  treasurer, 
at  the  time  of  subscribing,  ten  dollars  on  each  share,'  and  the  remaining 
forty  dollars  on  each  share,  at  such  times  and  in  such  proportions  as  shall 
be  required  by  the  trustees  herein  provided  for :  Provided,  That  if  such 
subscriptions  shall  exceed  the  full  number  of  one  thousand  shares,  they 
shall  be  divided  amongst  the  subscribers  pro  rata,  according  to  their  sub- 
scriptions, but  not  less  than  one  share  shall  be  allotted  to  any  subscriber ; 
and,  Provided  further,  That  the  said  trustees  shall  have  authority  on  the 
application  of  a  majority  of  the  stockholders,  voting  according  to  their  re- 

1  Tliia  sum  is  reduced  to  five  dollars. 
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spective  interests,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  select  and  common  councils, 
to  borrow  any  sum  not  exceeding  $20,000,  or  to  receive  subscriptions  for 
any  additional  number  of  Shares,  not  exceeding  four  hundred  in  the  whole, 
if  the  same  shall  be  found  necessary  to  complete  the  works  and  put  them 
in  operation. 

II.  That  when  the  said  subscriptions  are  completed,  and  the  payments 
made  in  full,  on  each  share,  certificates  to  be  signed  by  the  mayor  of  the 
city,  and  countersigned  by  the  city  treasurer,  transferable  in  like  manner 
with  the  certificates  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  city,  shall  be  issued  in  the 
following  form : 

*' Pittsburgh,  1835. 

"  This  is  to  certify  that  is  the  owner  of  shares  of  the  stock 

created  by  an  ordinance,  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  April,  1835, 
for  the  construction  and  management  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works,  for 
which  is  entitled  to  six  per  centum  per  annum  upon  the  amount 

subscribed  and  paid  in,  provided  pro  rata  proportion  of  the  profits 

arising  from  said  works  should  not  be  equal  to  said  rate  of  interest ; 
but  if  said  pro  rata  proportion  of  said  profits  should  be  equal  to  said  rate  of 

interest,  then  said  proportion  to  be  received  in  lieu  of  all  interest  upon  said  sub- 
scription and  payment  of  stock  and  the  payment  of  any  dividend  or  proportion 
of  the  profits  upon  said  stock,  shall  be  received  as  a  payment  of  so  much  of  said 
interest.     The  said  is  hereby  entitled  to  the  pro  rata  proportion  of 

the  profits  arising  from  said  works,  to  be  declared  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  fourth  section  of  said  ordinance  ;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the 
right  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  at  any  time  the 
select  and  common  councils  may  deem  it  expedient,  to  take  possession  of 
said  works,  and  convert  the  said  stock  into  a  loan,  redeemable  in  twenty 
years  from  the  date  of  such  conversion,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent, 
per  annum,  payable  half  yearly,  on  the  first  days  of  February  and  August: 
Provided,  That  the  said  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  are 
not  to  be  responsible  to  the  holder  of  this  certificate,  prior  to  such  conver- 
sion, for  the  payment  of  any  money  on  account  of  said  works,  other  than 
the  interest  hereinbefore  provided  for,  as  a  guaranty  of  six  per  cent,  upon 
the  amount  invested,  and  his,  her,  or  their  proportion  of  the  profits,  declar- 
ed as  aforesaid,  and  actually  paid  into  the  city  treasury." 

III.  That  within  twenty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  the 
select  and  common  councils  shall  choose  by  ballot  twelve  citizens  of  Pitts- 
burgh, who  shall  be  denominated  trustees  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works, 
six  of  said  trustees  to  be  elected  by  the  select  council,  and  six  to  be  elect- 
ed by  the  common  council  :  As  soon  as  said  elections  are  completed,  the 
clerks  of  councils,  respectively,  shall  divide  the  persons  so  chosen,  by 
lot,  into  three  classes  ;  the  first  class  to  serve  one  year,  the  second  class  to 
serve  two  years,  and  the  third  class  to  serve  three  years,  or  until  their 
successors  shall  have  been  appointed  ;  and  record  the  result  upon  the 
minutes  of  councils  ;  and  annually  thereafter,  at  the  stated  meeting  in 
January,  the  select  and  common  councils,  shall  each  respectively  elect  two 
citizens  of  Pittsburgh  to  serve  as  trustees  for  the  term  of  three  years  in 
the  place  of  those  whose  term  of  service  shall  have  expired.  Not  more 
than  two  members  of  each  council  shall  be  trustees  at  any  time ;  and  any 
vacancies  that  may  occur  shall  be  filled  by  special  elections  to  be  held  by 
the  body  in  whose  delegation  in  the  board  of  trustees,  the  vacancy  may 
exist.  The  said  trustees,  seven  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action of  business,  shall  meet  within  ten  days  after  their  election,  and 
choose  out  of  their  own  body  a  president,  and  the  election  of  president 
11 
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shall  take  place  in  each  succeeding  v  ear  at  the  meeting  next  after  the  elec- 
tion of  trustees. 

IV.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  so  appointed,  to  proceed 
forthwith  to  construct  suitable  works  for  the  manufacture  of  carburetted  hy- 
drogen gas  from  bituminous  coal  for  tlie  purpose  of  public  and  private  illumi- 
nation, and  to  lay  pipes  for  its  distribution  through  the  city.  The  said 
works  shall  be  on  a  scale  competent  to  manufacture  50,000  cubic  feet  of  gas 
daily,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  pipes  for  distribution  and  delivery  shall 
be  approved  by  the  watering  committee.  The  said  trustees  shall  keep 
accurate  accounts  of  their  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  report  the  same, 
together  with  a  statement  of  their  proceedings  to  councils  annually  in  the 
month  of  January,  and  give  such  other  information  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  required  by  the  select  or  common  council.  Thev  shall  semi-annuall  v, 
on  the  first  days  of  February  and  August,  declare  a  dividend  of  the  profits 
arising  from  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  gas,  after  deducting  the  rent  of 
the  lot,  the  expense  of  manufacturing  the  gas,  the  cost  of  repairs  to  the 
works,  and  the  incidental  charges  of  the  establishment,  and  issue  a  requi- 
sition on  the  mayor  for  the  payment  of  said  dividends  to  the  holders  of 
the  certificates. 

V.  That  the  trustees  aforesaid  be,  and  they  are  hereby  vested  with 
the  powers  necessary  for  the  construction  of  the  works  herein  provided 
for;  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  intents  of  this  ordi- 
nance, are  hereby  empowered  to  purchase  materials,  make  contracts,  and 
employ  such  agent  or  agents  as  they  may  deem  necessary  :  Provided, 
Tliat  no  contracts  shall  be  entered  into,  or  expenses  incurred,  to  exceed 
the  amount  of  the  subscriptions  for  the  construction  of  the  works  :  ^7id 
provided  further,  That  no  trustee,  superintendent,  or  agent  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh gas  works  shall  be  either  direcdy  or  indirectly  concerned  or  interest- 
ed in  any  contract  or  engagement  for  doing  work  or  labor,  or  furnishing 
or  providing  materials,  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance ;  nor  shall 
any  act  of  said  trustees  impose  any  liability  Avhatever  on  the  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  ;  beyond  the  amount  of  the  said  sub- 
scriptions. The  said  trustees  shall,  from  time  to  time  prepare  and  submit 
to  councils,  for  their  approbation  rules  and  regulations  under  which  the 
gas  may  be  furnished  to  private  consumers,  and  to  the  public  lamps :  Pro- 
vided, That  asmany  public  lamps,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  in  the  whole, 
as  may  be  required  by  the  committee  on  lighting,  shall  be  supplied  at  one 
half  the  price  paid  by  private  consumers ;  the  fixtures  and  meters  therefor 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  last  named  committee,  being  provided  by  the 
trustees  without  expense  to  the  city  corporation. 

VI.  That  all  moneys  ai'ising  from  the  manufucture  and  sale  of  gas,  shall 
be  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  and  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Pittsburgh 
gas  works ;  and  that  the  mayor  of  the  city  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authori- 
sed to  draw  warrants  which  shall  be  charged  to  said  works  for  such  sums, 
and  at  such  times  as  may  be  required  by  the  trustees  aforesaid,  for  the  ful- 
filment of  this  ordinance  ;  Provided,  That  all  requisitions  for  money  shall 
have  been  duly  authorised  by  the  board  of  trustees,  and  be  certified  by  the 
president. 

VII.  That  the  trustees  aforesaid  be  authorised  and  empowered  for,  and 
in  behalf  of  the  city,  to  purchase  an  eligible  piece  of  ground  to  be  appro- 
priated for  the  location  and  use  of  the  gas  works  aforesaid,  for  which,  such 
rent  as  said  trustees  may  deem  reasonable,  shall  be  charged  to  the 
works. 

Passed  27th  April,  1835;and  recorded  30th  April,   1835.  in  Book  A.,  pages  2e6--7--8. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  16TH  MAY,  1835. 

An  Ordinance,  supplementary  to  an  ordinance,  entitled  "  Jin  ordinance 
for  the  construction  and  management  of  the  Pittsburgh  Gas  Works.'''* 

I.  That  the  right  of  the  "  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh," 
to  fund  the  stock  created  in  pursuance  of  the  ordinance,  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement,  and  convert  the  same  into  a  loan,  bearing  an  interest  of  five 
per  cent,  per  annum  under  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  said  or- 
dinance, shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended  for  the  term  of  fifteen 
years  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance. 

II.  That  the  dividends,  payable  on  so  much  of  the  stock,  created  by  the 
ordinance  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  as  may  at  any  time  be  held  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  shall  at  the  option  of  the  holders  thereof,  be  paid  to 
them,  or  their  legal  representatives,  at  the  Schuylkill  Bank,  or  at  such  other 
place  within  said  city,  as  the  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  may  by  or- 
dinance designate;  and  all  transfers  of  the  stock  so  held,  shall  be  made  by 
endorsement  upon  the  certificates  thereof,  in  the  presence  of  the  cashier  of 
said  bank,  or  such  other  person  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  may  by 
ordinance  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  or  in  the  presence  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. 

III.  That  so  much  of  the  first  section  of  the  ordinance  to  which  this  is 
a  supplement,  as  requires  the  payment  of  ten  dollars  on  each  share  at  the 
time  of  subscribing,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  repealed  ;  and  instead  thereof, 
the  subscribers  shall  pay  to  the  city  treasurer,  at  the  time  of  subscribing, 
five  dollars  on  each  share,  and  the  remaining  forty-five  dollars  on  each 
share  shall  be  paid  as  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  the  aforesaid  or- 
dinance :  Jlnd  it  is  further  provided,  That  so  much  of  the  aforesaid 
ordinance,  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  as  may  be  hereby  altered  and 
supplied,  and  of  any  other  ordinance  or  ordinances  as  may  be  inconsistent 
herewith,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

IV.  Repealed. 

Passed  16tli  May,  1835,  and  recorded  3d  June,  1835,  in  Book  A.,  pages  211-12. 


ORDINANCE  OF   1ST  JUNE,  1835. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  ordinance  entitled,  '•'■An  ordinance  for  the 
construction  and  management  of  the  Pittsburgh  Gas  Works,^^  passed 
27th  April,  1835,  and  ^  a  supplement  thereto, passed  I6ih  May,  1835. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  an  ordinance,  passed  the  27th  April,  1835, 
entitled,  "An  ordinance  for  the  construction  and  management  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh gas  works,"  the  city  treasurer  opened  a  book  on  Monday,  the  11th 
of  May  last,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  subscriptions  for  the  stock  there- 
by created,  which  book  he  continued  to  keep  open  daily,  from  9  o'clock 
A.  M.  to  3  o'clock  P.  M.,  until  Saturday,  the  16th  May  last,  inclusive, 
and  on  the  said  16th  May  the  city  councils  passed  a  supplement  amenda- 
tory of  the  aforesaid  ordinance,  under  the  provisions  of  which  and  the 
aforesaid  ordinance,  after  3  o'clock  P.  M.  of  that  day,  the  treasurer  re- 
ceived subscriptions  for  said  stock,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred  and 
eighty-five  shares.  And  whereas,  doubts  have  arisen  whether  this  act  of 
the  treasurer  in  receiving  subscriptions  to  said  stock,  after  the  expiration 
of  his  office  hours,  was  conformable  or  repugnant  to  a  strict  construction 
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of  his  duties,  as  prescribed  by  said  ordinance.  And  whereas,  the  persons 
who  subscribed  the  five  hundred  and  eighty-five  shares,  as  aforesaid,  have 
proposed  to  the  city  councils  a  voluntary  relinquishment  of  all  rights  and 
obligations  acquired  or  conferred  by  the  aforesaid  subscriptions. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  ^-c.,  That  the  city  treasurer  shall  upon 
demand  made  and  a  presentment  of  his  receipts,  refund  to  each  stockhold- 
er the  sum  of  five  dollars  a  share,  upon  so  much  of  the  stock  created  by  an 
ordinance  entitled  "  An  ordinance  for  the  construction  and  management  of 
the  Pittsburgh  gas  works,"  passed  27th  April,  1835,  as  may  have  been 
subscribed  after  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  16th  May  last,  and  that  amount 
paid  thereon,  being,  as  reported  by  said  treasurer,  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  shares,  so  subscribed,  and  he  shall  tliereupon  cancel  his  receipts  issued 
for  said  payments. 

II.  That  the  stock  recited  in  the  preceding  section,  to  the  number  of 
Jive  hundred  and   eighty-five   shares,   as    aibresaid,  shall  be  taken  and 

retained  by  the  city  treasurer,  as  so  much  of  the  stock  under  said 
ordinance,  and  the  supplement  thereto,  passed  16th  May  last,  as  not 
yet  subscribed  for,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  as  is  hereinafter  provided 
for. 

III.  That,  for  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  said  five  hundred  and 
eighty-five  shares  of  stock,  the  city  treasurer  shall  appoint  one  of  the  com- 
missioned auctioneers  of  the  city,  to  sell  the  same  at  public  outcry  or  auc- 
tion, and  sh?.ll  give  public  notice,  in  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  city,  that 
he  will  begin  the  sale  thereof,  on  the  8th  daj^  of  June,  inst.,  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  at  his  oifice,  on  Fourth  street :  and  the  said  treasurer,  together  with 
a  joint  committee  of  two  from  the  select,  and  two  from  the  common  coun- 
cil, shall  assemble  at  the  place  of  sale,  at  the  time  appointed,  with  the 
auctioneer,  and  shall  superintend  the  sale.  They  shall  cause  the  said 
auctioneer  to  set  up  to  sale,  by  public  outcry,  one  share  of  said  stock,  which 
shall  be  disposed  of  to  the  highest  and  best  bidder,  who  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  taking  the  said  one  share  or  more,  not  exceeding  twenty  shares, 
at  the  price  bid  for  the  same;  and  the  purchaser  shall  thereupon  pay  to 
the  treasurer,  the  premium  or  advance  above  the  par  value  of  the  share  or 
shares,  (if  such  premium  shall  be  obtained,)  and  five  dollars,  in  addition, 
on  account  and  in  part  of  each  share,  and  shall  then  be  entitled  to  subscribe 
for  such  purchased  stock:  Provided,  That  the  auctioneer  shall  not  accept 
of  any  bid,  at  less  than  the  par  value  of  said  stock. 

IV.  That  the  said  treasurer  and  committee,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall 
proceed  to  sell  the  said  stock,  in  the  same  manner,  from  day  to  day,  con- 
tinuously, Sundays  excepted,  until  the  whole  five  hundred  and  eighty -five 
shares  shall  be  disposed  of.  A  full  and  correct  statement  of  the  sale,  under 
oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  rendered,  by  said  auctioneer,  to  the  select  and 
common  councils,  at  their  next  meeting  after  closing  said  sale,  and  the  said 
auctioneer  shall  declare,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  that  the 
said  sale  has  been  fairly  and  honesdy  conducted,  without  any  collusion 
between  the  said  auctioneer  and  any  person  or  persons,  otherwise  than  by 
the  means  authorised  by  this  ordinance.  And  the  proceeds  of  said  sale, 
over  and  above  the  par  value  of  the  stock,  first  deducting  the  reasonable 
jexpenses  of  such  sale,  shall  be  retained  in  the  treasury,  and  accounted  for 
by  the  treasurer  as  other  revenues  of  the  city. 

V.  That  the  fourth  section  of  an  ordinance  entitled  "An  ordinance  for 
the  construction  and  management  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works,"  passed  the 
16th  May,  1835,  be  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  1st  June,  18^5.  and  recorded  3dJune,  1835,  iii  JBook  A.,  pages  2121 3. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  3D  MARCH,  1836. 

Ji  further  supplement,  to  '■'■Jin  ordinance  for  the  construction  and  man- 
agement of  the  Pittsburgh  Gas  fVorks,'''  passed  27th  April,  1835,on(Z 
to  the  supplements  thereto,  passed  respectiveltj  IQth  May  and  1st  June, 
1825. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  first  section  of  said  ordinance,  dated  27th 
April,  1835,  application  has  been  made  by  the  stockholders  representing  a 
majority  of  the  shares  subscribed,  asking  that  the  trustees  be  authorised 
to  borrow  money,  or  to  create  additional  stock :  Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  S,-c.,  That  the  said  trustees  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  empowered  to  receive  subscriptions,  for  additional  stock,  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  four  hundred  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each. 

II.  That  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorised and  empowered  to  subscribe  in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  aldermen 
and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  for  the  said  four  hundred  shares  of  additional 
stock  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works,  to  be  subject  to  the  same  privileges  and 
conditions  which  are  already  conferred  on  and  enjoined  upon  the  original 
stockholders. 

III.  That  the  mayor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  tq  borrow  on  loan, 
any  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  amount  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  at  such  times  and  in  such  proportions  as  sliall  be  required  by 
the  trustees  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works,  and  to  issue  therefor  certificates 
under  the  seal  of  the  corporation  (of  either  one  hundred  or  of  five  hundred 
dollars  each,  at  the  option  of  the  lender,)  bearing  an  interest  of  not  more 
than  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  which  interest  shall  be  made  payable  half 
yearly  at  the  bank  of  Pittsburgh,  except  so  much  as  may  be  borrowed  or 
held  by  transfer  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  interest  on  which  shall  be 
paid  semi-annually  at  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

IV.  That  the  said  certificates  shall  be  signed  by  the  mayor  and  counter- 
signed by  the  city  treasurer,  and  shall  be  severally  transferable  by  the  sub- 
scribers, their  legal  attorneys,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  by  en- 
dorsements thereon,  at  the  office  and  in  the  presence  of  the  city  treasurer, 
for  the  time  being,  or  at  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  presence  of  the 
cashier  thereof;  and  shall  not  be  paid  off  or  redeemed  by  the  city  (except 
with  the  consent  of  the  holders  thereof,)  before  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two  ;  and  the  money  so  borrowed  shall 
be  paid  to  the  city  treasurer,  and  applied  by  him  exclusively  to  the  pay- 
rnent  of  warrants  drawn  by  the  mayor  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  calls 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works  for  instalments  upon  the  stock 
as  aforesaid  subscribed  for  by  him,  in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  aldermen 
and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh. 

V.  That  it  is  hereby  declared  as  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  or- 
dinance of  the  27th  April,  1835,  and  of  its  supplements,  of  the  16th  May, 
and  1st  June,  1835,  that  the  interest  guarantied  by  the  city  shall  be  paid 
half  yearly,  on  the  amount  qf  subscription  paid  in,  from  the  date  of  pay- 
ment. 

VI.  That  the  faith,  credit,  funds,  revenue,  and  corporate  property  of 
the  city  be,  and  they  are  hereby  solemnly  pledged,  for  the  payment  of 
the  sum  or  sums  hereby  authorised  to  be  borrowed  as  aforesaid,  and  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  accruing  upon  the  same. 

VII.  That  so  much  of  the  provisions  of  any  ordinances  now  in  force, 
and  conflicting  herewith,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  3i  March  1836,  and  recorded  10th  March,  1836,  in  Book  A., page  224. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  MAY,  1836. 

^n  Ordinance  supplementary  to  the  several  ordinances  relative  to  the 
Pittsburgh  Gas  JVorks. 

I.  That  the  committee  on  streets,  grading  and  paving,  be  authorised 
and  required  to  alter  the  grade  of  Second  street,  from  Ross  street  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  city,  and  to  extend  the  said  street  thence,  so  as  to 
intersect  the  street  leading  to  the  gas  works,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  best 
calculated  to  insure  the  commodious  and  safe  conveyance  of  gas  from  the 
works  into  the  city. 

II.  That  the  committee  on  water  be  authorised  and  required  to  lay 
down  water  pipes  along  Second  street  from  Ross  street  to  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  city,  and  to  continue  the  same  thence  to  a  point  opposite 
the  gas  works.' 

Passed  30tli  May,  1 836,  and  recorded  1  st  June,  1836,  in  Book  A.,  page  229. 


ORDINANCE  OF  13TH  DECEMBER,  1836. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  the  several  ordinances  relative  to  the 
Pittsburgh  Gas  TVorks. 

I.  That  the  trustees  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered,  to  create  additional  stock  to  an  amount,  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole,  six  hundred  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each  :  said  stock  shall  be  disposed 
of  by  the  city  treasurer,  after  public  notice,  in  conformity  with  the  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  the  ordinance  of  the  27th  of  April,  1835,  and  the  sev- 
eral supplements  thereto.  If,  however,  after  such  pubhc  notice,  the  whole, 
or  any  part  of  said  additional  stock  shall  remain  unsold,  for  want  of  bid- 
ders, the  treasurer  may  dispose  of  the  same,  at  private  sale,  on  the  best 
terms  that  can  be  obtained  :  Provided,  That  no  share  be  sold  for  less  than 
its  par  value. 

II.  That  the  said  additional  stock  shall  be  placed,  in  every  respect,  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  stock  authorised  by  the  ordinance  of  the  27th  of 
April,  1835,  and  the  several  supplements  thereto. 

Passed  13th  December,  1836,  and  recorded  16th  December,  1836,  in  Book  A.,  page  235. 


ORDINANCE  OF  3D  JANUARY,  1837. 

Jin  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  passed  llth  April,,  1835, 
for  the  construction  and  management  of  the  Pittsburgh  Gas  Works, 
and  a  supplement  thereto,  passed  dd  March,  1836. 

I.  That  the  interest  guarantied  to  the  stockholders  in  the  Pittsburgh 
gas  works  as  specified  in  the  fifth  section  of  an  ordinance,  supplementary 
to  an  ordinance,  &;c,,  passed  3d  of  March,  1836,  shall  be  paid  to  the  sev- 
eral stockholders  or  their  legal  attorney,  on  the  first  days  of  February  and 
August,  commencing  the  first  day  of  February,  1837:  Provided,  That  no 
stockholder  shall  be  entitled  to  any  interest,  unless  the  whole  amount  of 

1  The  ordinance  in  the  text  was  passed  on  ttie  30th  May,  1836,  in  pursuance  of  the  power 
vested  in  the  city  councils  by  the  preceding  act  of  assembly;  and  the  present  gas  works  are 
located  near  to,  but  without  the  present  chartered  limits  of  the  city  ;  but  the  act  of  assembly, 
before  referred  to,  gives  the  city  councils,  for  particular  purposes  therein  expressed,  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  streets  and  roads  leading  thereto. 
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instalments  duly  called  for,  shall  first  have  been  fully  paid  into  the  city 
treasury. 

Passed  3d  January,  1837,  and  recorded  11th  January,   1837,  in  Book  A.,  page   235. 


ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  JUNE,  1837. 

An  Ordinance  authorising  the  mayor  to  subscribe  for  stock  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh  Gas  Works. 

I.  That  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorised and  empowered  to  subscribe,  in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  alder- 
men and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  for  two  hundred  shares  of  the  additional 
stock  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works,  authorised  by  an  ordinance  passed 
on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1836. 

II.  That  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  ordinance  into  effect,  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Passed  26th  June,  1837,  and  recorded  29th  June,  1837,  in  Book  A.,  page   41,  &c. 


ORDINANCE  OF  7TH  JULY,  1837. 

An  Ordinance  authorising  the  mayor  to   borrow  $40,000,  and  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  stock  of  the  Pittsburgh  Gas  Works,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 
I.  II.  III.  Obsolete. 

IV.  That  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  be,  and  lie  is  hereby  au- 
thorised and  empowered  to  subscribe  in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  alder- 
men and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  for  all  the  stock  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas 
works,  not  already  subscribed  or  authorised  to  be  subscribed  for ;  Provi- 
ded, That  the  same  does  not  exceed  forty-six  shares,  and  is  further  hereby 
authorised  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  treasurer  for  the  amount  thereof, 
payable  out  of  any  funds  that  are  or  may  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

V.  Obsolete. 

Passed  7th  July,  1837;  and  recorded  13th  July,  1837,  in  Book  A.,  page  242,  &c. 


ORDINANCE  OF  18TH  DECEMBER,  1840. 

An  Ordinance  authorising  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Pitts-' 
burgh  Gas  Works. 

I.  That  the  trustees  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works  be  and  are  hereby 
authorised  and  empowered  to  receive  subscriptions  for  additional  stock, 
not  exceeding  four  hundred  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each. 

II.  That  said  shares  shall  be  subscribed  for  in  the  following  manner,  viz  : 
The  trustees  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works  shall  appoint  a  committee  from 
the  board  of  trustees  to  superintend  the  sale,  who  shall  appoint  one  of  the 
commissioned  auctioneers  of  the  city  to  sell  the  same  at  public  outcry  or 
auction  at  his  store  room,  and  shall  give  public  notice  for  two  weeks  in 
three  daily  papers  of  the  city,  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  sale,  which  shall 
take  place  on  or  after  the  second  Monday  of  January  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
of  said  day,  and  continue  from  day  to  day,  Sundays  excepted,  until  all  shall 
be  sold ;  and  the  said  committee  shall  assemble  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed and  remain  during  the  sale  to  superintend  it.     They  shall  cause 
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said  auctioneer  to  set  up  to  sale  by  public  outcry,  one  share  of  stock,  which 
shall  be  disposed  of  to  the  highest  and  best  bidder,  who  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  takiiiir  the  said  one  shave  or  more,  not  exceeding  twenty  shares, 
at  the  price  bid  for  the  same;  and  the  purchaser  shall  tliereupon  pay  to 
the  city  treasurer  the  premium  or  advance  above  the  par  value  of  the  share 
or  shares,  (if  a  premium  shall  be  obtained)  and  five  dollairs  in  addition,  on 
account  and  in  part  of  each  share,  and  shall  then  be  entitled  to  subscribe 
for  such  purchased  stock  :  Provided,  Thai  tlie  auctioneer  shall  not  accept 
of  any  bid  at  less  than  the  par  value  of  said  stock. 

III.  The  committee  superintending  the  sale,  may  (if  in  their  judgment 
it  shall  seem  necessary)  postpone  the  sale  of  stock  to  any  day  within  the 
following  three  months  of  the  day  of  sale. 

IV.  The:  returns  of  sale  shall  be  made,  and  the  proceeds  paid  over  to 
the  city  treasurer  in  the  form  and  manner  laid  down  in  the  fourth  section 
of  the  ordinance  passed  first  June,  18.35. 

V.  The  subscribers  to  the  stock  sold  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  interest  in  the  said  gas  works,  and  in  the  profits  thereof, 
which  are  secured  to  the  shareholders  by  the  ordinance  passed  27th 
April,  1835. 

VI.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  or  ordinances  as  are  hereby  altered 
or  supplied,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  18th  Deceuiher,  18-10,  aiid  recorded  26th  December,  18-10,  in  Book  A.,  page  277. 


ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  APRIL,  1841. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  entitled,  "  An  ordinance 
authorising  an  increase  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Pittsburgh  Gas 
Works, ^^  passed  the  ISth  day  of  December,  1840. 

I.  That  the  trustees  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works  may  sell  and  dispose  of 
the  unsold  stock  authorised  by  the  ordinance  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, by  subscription,  at  the  par  value  thereof,  instead  of  by  public  auction, 
as  required  by  said  ordinance ;  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  trustees 
the  said  stock,  so  unsold  as  aforesaid,  can  be  advantageously  disposed  of, 
by  taking  the  proceeds  thereof  in  pipe  and  castings  necessary  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  pipe  and  further  enlargement  of  the  said  works,  the  said 
trustees  are  hereby  authorised  so  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same. 

II.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  hereby  supplied,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  30(,h  April,  1841,  and  recorded  1st  May,  1841,  in  Book  A„  page  281. 


ORDINANCE  OF  25TH  SEPTEMBER,  1843. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  passed  '21  th  April,  1835, 
entitled  '■'■An  ordinance  for  the  construction  and  management  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Gas  Works.''^ 

Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select  and 
common  councils  assembled,  That  the  trustees  of  the  said  Pittsburgh  gas 
works,  shall  henceforward  pay  into  the  city  treasury,  to  the  credit  of  the 
said  wotks,  all  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  and  rent  of  gas  fittings  or 
meters,  and  all  notes  or  other  securities  they  may  receive  in  payn^ent  for 
such  fittings. 
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II,  Be  it  ordained,  <^c.,  That  the  city  treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby- 
desired  and  required  to  keep  and  reserve  as  a  special  fund,  to  be  called  the 
•'gas  fund,"  all  the  moneys  that  shall  hereafter  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury 
by  the  trustees  of  the  Pittsburgh  gas  works,  or  may  be  received  in  payment 
of  the  notes  or  other  securities  deposited  by  them  in  the  city  treasury ;  to- 
gether with  any  moneys  tliat  may  be  received  by  him  in  payment  for  any 
stock  in  the  said  gas  works  sold  by  him,  and  further  that  all  warrants 
hereafter  drawn  by  the  mayor  in  pursuance  of  the  sixth  section  of  the 
ordinance  to  which  this  ordinance  is  supplementary,  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  said  special  or  "gas  fund,"  and  charged  to  the  same. 
,  III.  Be  it  ordained,  <5*c.,  That  within  four  Aveeks  after  the  quarter  days 
on  which  payment  for  the  gas  consumed  becomes  due  and  payable,  that  is 
to  say,  the  first  days  of  March,  June,  September  and  December,  in  each 
and  every  year,  the  trustees  of  said  works  shall  issue  requisitions  to  the 
mayor,  authorising  the  city  treasurer  to  transfer  from  the  said  special  or 
gas  fund  into  the  city  treasury  such  portion  of  said  funds  as  they  may 
deem  expedient,  after  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  current  expenses  of 
said  gas  works  until  the  quarter  day  next  after  such  transfer. 

IV.  Be  it  ordained,  ^-c,  That  the  city  treasurer  shall  present  to  the 
committee  on  city  accounts  annually,  and  to  the  committee  on  finance  as 
often  as  they  may  require  it,  a  full  and  correct  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  payments  on  account  of  the  said  special  or  gas  fund. 

V.  Be  it  ordained,  &fc.,  That  so  much  of  the  provisions  of  any  ordi- 
nance now  in  force  conflicting  herewith,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  this  25th  day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1843. 


12 


CHAPTER   XXII. 
GUNPOWDER. 


COIVTENTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  27th  JULY,  1816.  ^  To  be  well  secured  wlien  carried  on  drays 

Not  more  than  30  lbs.  of  guiijiowder  to  be        <      &o.,    through  tlie  streets, 3 

kept  in  any  house,  shop.  &.c, 1  (Penalty, 4 

To  be  kept  secure,  &c., 2  j 

ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  JULY,   1816. 

.(^n  Ordinance  containing  regulations  as  to  gunpowder. 

I.  That  no  shop-keeper  or  other  person  or  persons,  shall  keep,  at  the 
same  time,  in  any  house,  shop,  cellar  or  warehouse,  or  other  apartment, 
or  in  any  boat  within  the  said  city,  more  than  thirty  pounds  weight  of 
gunpowder. 

II.  That  the  aforesaid  quantity  of  gunpowder  allowed  to  be  kept  within 
the  city,  shall  be  deposited  in  a  place  by  itself,  separate  from  other  goods 
and  commodities,  and  shall  be  secured  by  lock  and  key,  or  in  some  other 
safe  manner. 

III.  That  no  person  shall  carry  or  convey  in  any  dray,  cart,  wagon  or 
other  carriage,  any  greater  quantity  of  gunpowder  than  thirty  pounds 
weio-ht,  at  any  one  time,  in  or  through  the  city,  without  .securing  the  same 
in  a  good  bag  or  bags,  or  within  a  canvass  or  other  safe  covering  complete- 
ly around  the  said  powder,  sufficient  to  prevent  the  same  from  scattering 
from  the  ^aid  carriage. 

IV.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  offend  against  or  violate  any 
of  the  sections  contained  in  this  ordinance,  he  she,  or  they  so  offend- 
ing, shall  upon  conviction  thereof  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars.' 

Passed  27th   July,  1816,  and  recorded  21st  August,  1816,  in  Book  A.,  page  4. 

1  The  erecdono^  ffunpowder  mills, or  ]i.eeping  powder  magazines,  in  or  near  a  tnwn  is  a  nuis- 
ance by  the  common  law,  for  which  an  indictment  or  information  will  lie .  In  the  case  o[Rex 
vs.  Williams  E.  12  W.  there  was  an  indictment  against  the  defendant  for  keeping  400  barrels 
of  CTunpowder  near  the  town  of  Bradford,  and  he  was  convicted  accordingly.  And  in  Rer  vs. 
Taylor,  T.  15  G.  2,  the  court  granted  an  information  against  the  deft,  as  for  a  nuisance,  on  affi- 
davits of  his  keeping  great  quantities  of  gunpowder,  near  Maiden,  in  Surry,  to  the  endanger- 
ing the  church  and  houses  where  he  lived.  2  Slra.  1169.  (Or  rather  it  should  have  been 
expressed,  to  the  endangering  "the  lives  of  the  inhabitants,"  &c.,)  2  Burns'  Jv,stice,  457,  title 
gunpowder-     See   Williams  vs.    7Vje  E.  I.   Compamj,    3  East,  192,  201. 


CHAPTER    XXIII 

HOGS. 


COIVTEIVTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  :{d  AUGUST,  1843.      /'Reviving    ordinance    of   7th    September, 
Repealingordinanceof  28th  July,  1821,...      1^      1816, 2 

ORDINANCE  OF   3D   AUGUST,  1843. 

An  Ordinance  relating  to  hogs. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled,  That  an  ordinance  entitled  "An  ordinance 
to  prevent  hogs  from  running  at  large  within  the  limits  of  the  city,"  passed 
the  28th  day  of  July,  1821,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

II.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  Sfc,  That  so  much  of  an  ordinance 
entitled  "An  ordinance  for  the  suppression  of  nuisances,  and  introduction 
of  wholesome  regulations  in  the  city,"  passed  the  7th  day  of  September, 
1816,  as  was  repealed  by  the  ordinance  aforesaid,  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by revived,  and  declared  to  be  in  force,  to  Avit : 

"That  if  any  person  or  persons,  shall  wilfully  suffer  his,  her,  or  their 
horse  or  horses,  mare,  gelding  mule,  ox,  hog  or  hogs,  to  run  at  large  in  the 
said  city,  he,  she,  or  they  so  offending,  shall  for  each  offence,  on  conviction 
thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  of  the  said  animals  so  running  at  large, 
the  sum  of  one  dollar.  And  every  of  the  before  mentioned  animals,  so 
found  running  at  large,  shall  be  considered  as  a  public  and  common  nui- 
sance, and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  constables,  or  either  of  them,  to 
seize  and  take  into  his  or  their  custody,  and  impound  every  of  the  said 
animals  so  found  running  at  large :  And  if  after  four  days  public  notice,  no 
person  shall  come  forward,  claim  the  same,  and  pay  the  said  fine,  and  all 
costs  and  charges  attending  the  seizing  and  keeping  the  same,  then  and  in 
such  cases  every  such  animal  shall  be  sold  at  public  sale  by  any  of  the  city 
constables,  and  after  retaining  the  amount  of  reasonable  costs  and  expenses, 
such  constable  shall  pay  the  balance,  if  any,  to  the  mayor  for  the  use  of 
the  city. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  3d  day  of  August,  A,  D..  1813. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 
INSPECTION  OF  SALT. 


CONTENTS. 


ORDINANCE  OF  3d  JANUARY,  1825.   I      ORDINANCE  OF  29th  MARCH,  1841, 

Sail  inspector,  how  elected 1 1  Inspector's  fees ] 

His  duties,  &c., 2|  To  pay  per  centage  into  the  city  treasury 

To  give  bond 4)      semi-annually 2 

Penalty  for  selling  salt  not  inspected, f  |  Repealing  clause, 3 

ORDINANCE  OF  3D  JANUARY,  1825.     * 

J3n  Ordinance  providing  for  the  inspection  of  salt. 

I.  That  an  inspector  of  salt  shall  be  yearly  elected  by  the  select  and 
common  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  in  joint  meeting  assembled,  on 
the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the  election  of  other  city  officers. 

II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  inspector  to  inspect  and  exam- 
ine all  salt,  in  barrels,  exposed  in  this  city  for  sale,  and  mark  the  quality, 
1st,  2d,  &c.,  &c.,  and  that  said  inspector  be  furnished  with  a  brand,  and 
all  other  instruments  appertaining  to  his  office,  at  the  expense  of  the 
city,  all  of  which  instruments,  in  case  of  his  death,  resignation,  or  remo- 
val from  office,  are  to  be  delivered  over  to  his  successor  in  office,  or  to  the 
mayor  of  the  city. 

III.  Supplied. 

IV.  That  the  said  inspector  shall  give  bond  and  security  to  the  mayor 
in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  duties  of  his  office ;  and  that  the  said  inspector  keep  a  regular 
account  of  all  salt  by  him  inspected,  and  full  return  thereof  make,  at  the 
close  of  every  year,  to  the  auditors  appointed  to  settle  the  city  accounts, 
designating  the  names  of  the  manufacturers  or  owners,  and  the  quantity 
and  quality  thereof. 

V.  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  after  the  publication  of  this  ordi- 
nance, shall  be  found  selling,  or  offering  for  sale,  salt  in  barrels,  not  duly 
inspected,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  they  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  fifty  cents  for  every  barrel  so  sold,  or  offered  for  sale,  to  be  re- 
covered before  the  mayor  or  any  alderman  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  in 
the  manner  that  debts  of  the  same  amount  are  now  recoverable. 

Passed  3d  January,  1825,  and  recorded   Uth  January,  1825,  in  Book  A.,  page  82. 


1 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  MARCH,  1841. 

Supplement  to  an  Ordinance  entitled,  "  ^n  Ordinance  providing  for  the 
inspection  of  salt,""  passed  the  3d  day  of  January,  1825. 
I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  the  compensation 
of  the  inspector  of  salt,  shall  be  as  follows,  viz :  for  each  barrel  of  salt, 
not  exceeding  fifty,  marked,  branded,  and  inspected,  he  shall  receive  two 
and  one  half  cents  ;  for  each  barrel  after  the  first  fifty,  and  not  exceeding 
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one    hundred,  he  shall  receive  two  cents  ;  and  for  each   barrel  after  the 
first  hundred,  one  and  a  half  cents. 

II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  inspector,  and  he  is  hereby 
required  to  pay  into  the  city  treasury  semi-annually,  on  the  first  days  of 
June  and  December,  in  each  and  every  year,  twenty  per  cent,  of  all  fees 
received  by  him  for  said  inspection. 

III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  hereby  altered  oj:  supplied, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  29th  March,  1841,  and  recorded  7th  Ap)il,   1841,  in  Book  A.,  page  281. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  31ST  AUGUST,  1816. 

Jin    Ordinance    concerning  plays,   shows,    and    theatrical   entertain- 
ments. 

I.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  permitted  to  perform  or  exhibit 
any  play,  show,  spectacle,  or  theatrical  entertainment,  within  the  limits  of 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  unless  the  same  be  of  a  decent  and  moral  tendency, 
and  unless  he  or  they  first  obtain  a  license  cr  permission  from  the  mayor 
of  the  city  ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  perform  or  exhibit  any  play, 
show,  spectacle,  or  theatrical  entertainments,  in  the  said  city,  without  first 
obtaining  the  said  license  or  permission,  he,  she  or  they  so  offend- 
ing, on  conviction  thereof,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  dollars  for  each 
offence.' 

II.  That  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  city,  shall  be  paid  for 
a  license  to  exhibit,  for  each  day,  any  show,  spectacle,  natural  or  artificial 
curiosity,  where  money  may  be  demanded  for  admission ;  and  that  the 
fee  to  the  mayor  for  granting  every  such  license,  shall  be  fifty  cents,  to 
be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  who  may  obtain  the  same. 

III.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  one  or  more  of  the  city  constables,  on 
being  paid,  each  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  by  the  person  or  persons  pcrform- 
ino'  or  exhibiting,  to  attend  at  the  place  of  exhibition  or  performance,  and 
preserve  during  the  same,  peace  and  good  order,  and  prevent  any  outrage, 
or  disturbance  of  the  harmony  of  the  citizens. 

IV.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  employ  or  engage  any  minor 
or  apprentice  to  take  a  part  in,  to  play,  perform  or  exhibit  in  any  play, 
show,  spectacle  or  theatrical  entertainment  in  the  said  city,  without  first 
having  obtained  the  permission  of  both  parent  and  master  of  such  minor  or 
apprentice,  or  when  there  is  not  both  a  parent  and  master  of  such  minor 
or  apprentice,  then  the  consent  of  either  one  or  the  other,  as  the  case 
may  be,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  forty 
dollars. 

Passed  3l3t  August,  1816,  and  recorded  18th  September,  1816,  in  Book  A.,  page  17. 

1  Penalty  as  to  theatrical  entertainmenu  altered  by  ordinance  of  29th  July,  1839,  to  hfty 
dollars. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  21ST  SEPTEMBER,  1816. 

An  Ordinance  concerning  brokers. 

I.  'That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  have  and  license,  at  one  time,  two 
brokers,  within  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  They  shall  be  appointed,  on  an 
application  being  made,  for  one  year,  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the  select 
and  common  councils.  Each  person  so  appointed  shall  give  bond  in  the 
penalty  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  take  an  oath,  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  and  business  of  broker  in  the  said  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
which  bond  and  oath  the  mayor  is  hereby  authorised  to  take  and  adminis- 
te».  Whereupon,  and  also  upon  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
to  the  mayor  for  the  use  of  the  city,  the  said  mayor  is  hereby  authorised 
and  required  to  issue  to  such  person  or  persons,  under  the  seal  of  the  cor- 
poration, a  license  for  one  year  from  its  date.  And  if  any  person  shall 
follow  or  carry  on  the  office  or  business  of  a  broker,  within  the  said  city 
contrary  to  the  provisions  herein  contained,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for 
every  offence,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Passed  21st  September,  1816,  and  recorded  1st  November,   1816,  in  Book  A.,  page  38. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  JULY,  1839. 

Jin  Ordinance  supplementary  to  the  ordinance  entitled  ^^Jln  ordinance 
concerning  plays,  shows,  and  theatrical  entertainments.^^ 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  the  tax  to  be  paid 
to  the  mayor  for  the  use  of  the  city  by  any  person  or  persons  applying 
for  a  license  or  permission  to  exhibit  any  theatrical  or  dramatic  entertain- 
ment, within  the  said  city,  shall  be  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  one  sea- 
son, and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  or  persons  applying  for  such 
license  or  permission,  before  obtaining  the  same,  to  specify  the  period  of 
time  proposed  to  be  embraced  in  said  theatrical  season. 

II.  That  the  fee  to  be  paid  to  the  mayor,  for  his  own  use,  for  granting 
said  license  or  permission,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  applying 
for  the  same,  shall  be  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

III.  That  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  exhibit  any  theatrical  or 
dramatic  entertainment  within  the  said  city  without  having  previously  ob- 
tained such  license  or  permission  from  the  mayor,  under  the  penalty  of 
fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  other  fines  and  forfeitures  to  the  said  city 
are  or  may  be  by  law  recoverable. 

IV.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  of  said  city  as  is  hereby  altered  or 
supplied,  be,  and  the  same  and  no  more,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  July  29tl.,  1839. 

1  Councils  authorised  to  appoint  brokers.     See  act  of  incorporation,  page  11,  sec.  23. 
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ACT  OF  18TH  MARCH,  1775. 

1   Dallas  710.     1    Smith,   42.i,     Purdon,   102  an'l  538. 

^}i  Ad  to  regulate  the  assize  of  bread,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

VII.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  adulterate  or  mix  any  im- 
proper or  unwholesome  ingredient  in  any  kind  of  flour,  of  which  bread 
shall  be  made  for  sale  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  or  persons,  being 
ihereof  legally  convicted  before  any  magistrate  or  justice  of  the  city,  bo- 
rough or  county,  where  such  bread  shall  be  so  made,  sold,  or  exposed  to  sale, 
who  is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  hear,  try  and  determine  the 
same,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  pounds  for  every  such  offence. 

VIII.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  clerk  of  the  market 
of  any  city,  borough  or  town,  within  this  province,  to  weigh  all  butter 
brought  into  the  same,  to  be  sold  by  weight,  Avhich,  if  found  deficient, 
the  said  clerk  shall  forthwith,  in  the  presence  of  two  reputable  freeholders 
weigh  again,  and  if  it  appears  to  the  said  freeholders  that  the  said  butter 
is  under  weight,  the  same  shall  be  seizable,  one  third  part  thereof  for  the 
use  of  the  said  clerk,  and  the  other  two  thirds  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
the  place  where  seized;  and  in  case  any  owner  or  owners  of  butter  so 
seized,  shall  conceive  him,  her  or  themselves,  aggrieved  by  such  seizure, 
he,  she,  or  they  may  appeal  to  any  magistrate  or  justice  aforesaid,  of  the 
city,  borough  or  place,  where  such  seizure  is  made,  who  shall  hear,  try 
and  determine  the  same. 

IX.  That  the  clerks  of  the  several  markets  within  this  province  now  in 
office,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next  ensuing  the  publication  of 
this  act,  and  all  such  clerks  as  shall  hereafter  be  appointed,  before  they 
enter  upon  the  executions  of  their  offices,  shall  take  the  following  oath  or 
affirmation  before  some  magistrate  or  justice  of  the  city,  borough  or  county 
wherein  they  shall  reside,  viz :  "  That  he  ivill  well  and  truly,  to  the  best 
of  his  skill  and  judgment,  do  and  perform  all  things  enjoined  and  requir- 
ed of  him,  as  clerk  of  the  market,  by  the  laios  of  this  province. ''''  And 
that  the  person  or  persons  to  be  appointed,  from  time  to  time,  in  virtue  of 
this  act,  to  search  for  and  seize  bread  made  contrary  to  the  regulations 
herein  mentioned,  shall  in  like  manner  take  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, "  That  they  will,  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment,  do  and 
perform  all  and  singular  the  matters  and  things  enjoined  and  required 
of  them  by  this  act.'''' 


ACT  OF  6TH  APRIL,  1802. 


An  Act  authorising  the  sale  of  provisions,  vegetables,  and  fruit  in  the 
13 
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markets  of  any  city,  borough,  or  corporate  town  within  this  common- 
wealth. 

That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  any  person  or  persons,  to  sell  or  expose  to  sale,  provisions,  vegetables 
or  fruit  in  the  markets  of  any  city  ,  borough  or  corporate  town  within  the 
commonwealth,  Provided  aluays,  That  such  provisions,  vegetables  or 
fruit,  shall  not  have  been  previously  purchased  within  the  limits  of  such 
city,  borough,  or  corporate  town:  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.' 


ORDINANCE  OF  9TH  AUGUST,  1816. 

*4n  Ordinance  regulating  the  sale  and  purchase  of  wood,  hay,  coal,  pot 
and  pearl  ashes,  tobacco  and  tanners^  bark. 

I.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  market  to  measure  and 
inspect  all  cord  wood  and  tanners'  bark  brought  into  the  city  for  sale,  and 
grant  to  the  owner  or  possessor  a  certificate  of  the  date  and  amount  of  the 
inspection  and  measurement ;  and  the  said  clerk  shall  receive  for  each  cord 
so  inspected,  measured  and  certified,  six  and  a  fourth  cents,  to  be  paid  by 
the  seller. 

II.  That  if  any  person  shall  sell  and  receive  payment  for  cord  wood  or 
tanners'  bark,  before  he  has  procured  a  certificate  as  aforesaid,  or  having 
received  such  certificate  shall  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  a  part  or  parcel 
of  the  load,  contrary  to  the  certificate,  or  attempt  to  impose  a  false  certifi- 
cate in  the  sales  thereof,  or  when  he  hath  made  sale,  shall  not,  on  the  de- 
livery of  the  wood  or  bark,  also  deliver  the  certificate  of  it  to  the  purcha- 
ser, he  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  live  dol- 
lars. And  every  person  purchasing  and  paying  for  wood  or  bark,  not 
previously  measured,  corded  and  certified,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  ordinance,  shall  likewise  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence,  the 
sum  of  five  dollars. 

III.  That  if  the  clerk  of  the  market,  or  any  of  his  deputies,  appointed 
to  measure  wood  or  bark,  shall  purchase  any  cord  wood  for  trade  or  bar- 
ter, or  purpose  other  than  for  his  own  use,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  twenty  dollars,  for  each  and  every  offence. 

IV.  That  all  cord  wood  and  bark  coming  under  the  provisions  of  this 
ordinance  shall  be  at  least  four  feet  in  length,  and  the  cord  shall  be  com- 
puted at  the  rate  of  eight  feet  in  length,  four  feet  in  breadth,  and  four  feet 
in  height,  well  stowed  and  packed,  due  and  sufficient  allowance  being 
made  for  all  crooked  and  uneven  sticks  in  cord  wood,  and  for  defective  or 
damaged  or  crooked  bark,  where  bark  is  to  be  measured  or  corded. 

V.  That  a  "  weighmaster  at  the  hay  scales''  shall  be  chosen  by  the  viva 
voce  joint  vote  of  the  select  and  common  councils,  yearly,  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  choosing  other  city  officers :  and  that  the  present  mayor  of 
the  city  shall  appoint  a  fit  person  to  serve  until  the  next  annual  election. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  weighmaster,  to  give  bond  with  one  or 
more  sureties,  and  to  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
duties;  and  he  shall  weigh  all  hay  brought  to  the  city  for  sale,  and  give  a 
certificate  thereof  to  the  owner  or  possessor,  and  shall  receive  therefor,  to 

2  There  is  no  market  overt  in  Pennsylvania  ;  and  the  owner  of  goods,  horses,  cattle,  &c. 
stolen  from  him.  or  obtained  by  fraud,  can  recover  in  ieplevin,the  value  of  the  horse  or  other 
chattel  stolen,  or  tiaudnlently  obtained,  as  it  was  at  the  time  it  came  to  the  defendant's  posses- 
sion. For  the  whole  doctrine  on  this  subject,  see  Hosack  vs  Weaver,  1  Yeates  479;  Hardy  vs. 
Metzgar,  2  Yeates  347;  Easton  vs.  Worthinglon,  5  Sergt.  and  Rawle,  130;  and  Lecky  vs.  M'Der- 
mot't  admrs.  8    Sergl  and  Rawle.  500. 
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be  paid  by  the  owner  or  possessor,  the  sum  of  twenty -five  cents  for  each 
load  over  one  ton,  and  eighteen  and  three-fourth  cents  for  each  load  under 
one  ton. 

VI.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  sell  or  purchase  any  hay, 
within  the  said  city,  without  its  being  first  so  weighed  or  certified,  or  shall 
offer  to  sell,  or  sell  the  same,  contrary  to  the  said  weight  or  certificate,  he, 
she  or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence,  the  sum  of 
ten  dollars. 

VII.  That  if  the  said  weighmaster  shall  purchase  for  any  person  or  per- 
sons, or  for  trade  or  barter,  any  hay  other  than  for  his  own  use,  he  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  every  such  off'ence,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars. 

VIII.  That  the  weight  and  hay  scales  shall  be  regulated  by  the  legal 
standard  of  weights,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  to  which  regulation  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  weiffhmaster  always  to  attend,  and  to  see  that 
his  weight  and  scales  are  always  in  good  order  and  repair. — And  in  weigh- 
ing hay  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  make  a  suitable  allowance  for  any  undue 
moisture  in  the  hay,  hay-pole,  mud  or  dirt. 

For  remiining  sec.  see  carriages,  &c. 


ORDINANCE  OF  7TH  SEPTEMBER,  1816. 

w9n  Ordinance  regulating  the  markets  and  prescribing  the  duties  of  the 
clerk  of  the  markets,  and  of  the  iveighmaster. 

I.  That  public  markets  shall  be  held  in  the  city,  at  the  market-house  in 
the  Diamond  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  in  every  week.  [The  residue 
of  this  section  is  obsolete.] 

II.  That  all  butchers  who  shall  frequent  said  markets,  shall  remove 
their  carts,  carriages,  horses,  and  wheelbarrows  wholly  without  the  limits 
of  the  said  markets,  before  the  time  fixed  for  commencing  the  same,  on 
every  market  day  morning,  under  the  penalty  of  two  dollars  for  each  cart, 
carriage,  horse,  or  wheelbarrow,  left  by  him,  her  or  them,  within  the  said 
limits. 

III.  Repealed  and  supplied. 

IV.  Altered  and  supplied. 

V.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  bring  or  use  any  wheelbarrow 
within  the  curbstones  which  surround  the  said  market  houses,  during 
market  hours,  under  the  penalty  of  one  dollar  for  each  off'ence. 

VI.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  markets  to  attend  each 
of  the  said  markets  during  market  hours  on  market  days,  and  at  such 
other  hours  as  shall  be  necessary,  in  order  to  enforce  obedience  to  all  and 
every  the  rules  and  regulations  herein  contained,  or  which  shall  from  time 
to  time  be  hereafter  ordained  and  enacted  respecting  the  said  markets ;  to 
prevent  all  unsound  and  unwholesome  provisions  from  being  sold  or  ex- 
posed to  sale,  by  seizing  the  same,  and  taking  such  order  thereon  as  the 
mayor  or  some  of  the  aldermen  may  direct;  and  to  weigh,  try,  and 
examine  all  butter,  lard,  and  other  articles  of  provision,  sold  in  loaves  or 
lumps  of  a  given  or  accustomed  weight,  to  see  that  the  same  are  of  due 
weight,  for  which  the  same  are  sold  or  off'ered,  or  ought  to  be  ;  and  to  try 
all  scales,  weights  and  measures,  by  which  any  provisions  offered  for  sale 
in  the  said  markets  are  to  be  weighed  and  measured ;  and  to  enforce  the 
payment  and  recovery  of  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  by  this  ordi- 
nance, or  by  any  law,  are  or  may  be  inflicted  on  any  person  ofl^ending 
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against  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  markets  in  general,  or  of  the  said 
markets  in  particular;  to  decide  all  disputes  which  may  arise  in  the  said 
markets  between  buyer  and  seller,  touching  weight  or  measure  of  the 
things  bought  and  sold,  and  to  examine  all  persons  suspected  of  selling 
provisions,  as  hucksters,  at  second  hand ;  and  to  prosecute,  according  to 
the  directions  of  this  ordinance,  all  who  shall  be  found  offending  against 
the  same. 

VII.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  weisfhmaster,  to  attend  the  said 
markets  during  market  hours  ;  to  weigh  all  such  articles  offered  for  sale  as 
may  be  brought  to  him  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  following  fees  shall  be 
paid  by  the  seller  to  the  weighmaster,  for  articles  which  shall  be  weighed 
by  him,  to  wit :  For  any  weight  not  exceeding  twenty-eight  pounds,  one 
cent ;  for  any  weight  above  twenty-eight,  and  not  exceeding  fifty-six 
pounds,  two  cents  ;  for  any  weight  above  fifty-six  pounds,  and  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  eleven  pounds,  three  cents  ;  and  for  every  one  hundred 
and  twelve  pounds,  six  cents. 

VIII.  That  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  mayor  or  alderman  before  whom  the  same  may  be 
recovered,  be  imposed  on  any  and  everv  person  or  persons  who  shall  in 
any  wise  interfere  and  prevent  the  clerk  of  the  market  or  weighmaster, 
from  executing  and  performing  the  duties  attached  to  their  offices  re- 
spectively, 

IX.  That  no  person  shall  expose  to  sale  or  purchase,  on  market  days, 
during  market  hours,  any  kind  of  Hour,  meal,  grain,  meat,  fish, 
poultry,  butter,  lard,  eggs,  cheese,  finiit,  nuts,  or  any  kind  of  veg- 
etables, except  at  the  said  market-houses,  under  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall,  on  market  days, 
within  market  hours,  purchase  any  of  the  before  enumerated  arti- 
cles to  retail  or  sell  again,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  dollars. — 
And  that  no  person  shall  slaughter  or  clean  any  beast,  or  lay  any 
garbage  or  offal  within  the  limits  of  the  said  market-houses,  under  the 
penalty  of   five  dollars  for  every  such  offence. 

X.  That  all  butchers  shall  henceforth  sell  their  meat  in  the  north  end  of 
the  market  house  in  the  Diamond,  [and  the  west  end  of  the  market  house 
in  Second  street,]  unless  all  the  inside  stalls  in  those  ends  be  taken  up  and 
rented :  in  which  case  the  inside  stalls  next  the  north  and  west  ends 
respectively  shall  be  rented,  progressing  regularly  from  the  north  end 
toward  the  south  end,  and  from  the  west  end  to  the  east  end.  That  on 
any  person  producing  a  receipt  from  the  city  treasurer,  for  the  payment 
of  one  year's  stall  rent  in  advance,  to  the  clerk  of  the  market,  he  shall  put 
such  person  in  possession  of  a  stall,  conformable  to  the  sum  paid,  agreeably 
to  this  ordinance,  which  term  of  rent  shall  commence  on  the  day  of  the 
date  of  such  receipt. 

XI.  That  the  receipt  given  to  any  person  or  persons  for  the  payment 
of  stall  rent  in  advance,  agreeably  to  the  preceding  section  of  this  act, 
shall  be  the  only  evidence  of  the  right  of  such  person  or  persons  to  occupy 
any  stall  in  the  market  houses  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the 
markets,  when  he  gives  possession  of  any  stall  to  any  person  or  persons, 
to  endorse  and  certify  the  number  of  the  stall  held  in  virtue  of  such  re- 
ceipt, on  the  back  thereof ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons occupying,  or  pretending  to  occupy  any  stall  exclusively,  to  produce 
such  receipt  to  the  clerk  of  the  markets,  at  any  time  he  may  require  it ; 
and  if  any  person  or  persons  claiming  an  exclusive  right  to  a  stall  shall 
refuse  to  produce  such  receipt  as  aforesaid,  when  required  to  do  so,  on 
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the  next  or  any  succeeding  days  that  any  such  person  or  persons,  so 
refusing,  are  found  occupying  a  stall  as  aibresaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  clerk  of  the  markets,  taking  to  his  assistance  one  of  the  constables 
appointed  to  attend  the  markets,  to  dispossess  any  such  person  or 
persons  aforesaid  from  such  stall,  by  removing  his,  her  or  their  articles 
into  the  street;  and  such  constable  shall  receive  as  a  compensation,  one 
dollar  for  each  stall  he  may  so  dispossess  from,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  city 
treasury  ;  and  no  person  thus  dispossessed  shall  afterwards  be  licensed  to 
use  a  stall,  except  on  payment  of  these  expenses,  as  well  as  the  rent  of 
his,  het  or  their  stall. 

XII.  That  if  any  butcher  or  other  person  shall  be  convicted  before  the 
mayor,  recorder,  or  any  of  the  aldermen,  of  casting  or  causing  to  be  cast, 
any  garbage  or  offal  of  any  kind,  within  the  limits  of  either  of  the  said 
market-houses,  such  butcher  or  other  person,  after  such  conviction, 
shall  not  be  licensed  to  use  a  stall,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  or 
through  any  other  person,  for  his,  her  or  their  use,  for  one  year  thereafter. 

XIII.  That  if  the  clerk  of  the  market  shall  permit  or  suffer  any  butcher 
or  other  person  or  persons  to  occupy  any  stall  exclusively,  unless  paid  for 
as  required  by  this  ordinance,  he  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars. 

XIV.  That  all  weights  and  measures,  used  by  retailers,  inkeepers, 
butchers  and  others,  within  the  city,  shall  be  examined  and  adjusted,  at 
such  times  as  the  mayor  may  direct,  by  the  clerk  of  the  markets,'  who 
for  that  service  shall  receive  the  following  compensation,  to  be  paid  by 
the  owners  or  persons  using  such  vveights  or  measures,  viz: — For  adjust- 
ing and  marking  any  wooden  vessel,  twelve  and  a  half  cents  : — any  meas- 
ure of  tin,  copper  or  pewter,  three  cents :  all  weights,  three  cents  each. 
And  when  it  may  be  necessary  to  add  or  to  diminish  any  weight,  such 
reasonable  compensation  shall  be  also  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  markets  as 
may  be  approved  of  by  the  mayor. 

XV.  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  after  his,  her  or  their  weights  or 
measures  have  been  so  adjusted,  shall  be  found  using  any  weights  or 
measures  that  are  deficient,  the  person  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

XVI.  Repealed. 

XVII.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  wantonly,  wilfully  or  ma- 
liciously break  or  otherwise  injure  the  said  stalls  hereby  directed  to  be 
put  up,  or  any  other  stalls,  or  the  pillars,  benches,  or  other  part  of  either 
of  the  market-houses,  every  person  so  offending,  and  every  person  aiding 
and  concerned  in  such  offence  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  a  fine 
not  exceeding  twenty,  nor  less  than  five  dollars,  besides  the  expenses  of 
repairing  such  property,  so  as  aforesaid  injured. 

XVIII.  That  no  person  whatever,  shall,  at  any  time,  sell  or  expose  ta 
sale,  any  beer,  ale,  porter,  cider,  or  spirituous  liquors  of  any  kind,  mixed 
or  unmixed,  by  retail,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  markets,  under  the 
penalty  and  forfeiture  of  the  sum  of  five  dollars  for  every  such  of-^ 
fence. 

XIX.  That  if  any  butcher  or  butchers,  or  other  person  or  persons,  shall 
bring  or  suffer  to  come  or  be  brought,  his,  her  or  their  dog  or  dogs,  on 
market  days,  and  within  market  hours,  to  or  within  the  inside  of  either  of 
the  market-houses,  or  the  limits  thereof,  within  the  curb  stone  surrounding 

1  By  the  ordinance  of  29th  of  January,  1844,  the  duty  of  adjusting  weights,  &c.,  was  taken 
from  the  clerk  of  markets,  and  an  officer  for  that  purpose  was  appointed.  See  weights  and  meas- 
ures. 
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the  brick  pavements  of  tlie  same,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending,  shall,  for 
each  dog,  and  for  each  offence,  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a  fine  of  two 
tloUars.  And  the  clerk  of  the  markets  and  the  city  constables  are  hereby 
enjoined  and  required  in  a  special  manner,  to  enforce  this  ordinance,  and 
prosecute  persons  offending  against  it. 

XX.  Supplied. 

XXI.  That  no  steelyards  shall  be  used  within  the  limits  of  either  of 
the  said  markets,  and  that  those  things  sold  by  weight  or  measure,  shall  be 
weighed  and  measured  by  weights  and  measures  duly  regulated  and 
stamped  by  the  clerk  of  the  markets  ;  and  every  person  who  shall  herein 
offend,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

XXII.  That  all  blocks,  benches,  tubs  or  other  things  used  in  the  market 
for  the  accommodation  of  butchers  or  other  persons  whilst  occupying  the 
shambles,  shall  be  kept  within  the  limits  of  the  stalls  by  them  occupied,  in 
such  manner  as  not  to  extend  into  the  market-houses,  further  than  two  feet 
six  inches  beyond  the  inner  edge  of  the  said  stalls  respectively :  and  they 
shall  also,  immediately  after  market  hours,  on  market  days,  and  on  other 
days  before  they  leave  the  market  place,  place  all  blocks  and  benches  used 
by  them  in  the  market,  under  the  planks  of  their  respective  stalls,  and 
there  cause  the  same  to  be  secured  by  strong  chains  and  locks,  so  that  the 
said  blocks  or  benches  shall  not  in  any  way  extend  beyond  the  edge  of 
the  said  planks,  to  the  interruption  of  the  citizens  passing  within  the  mar- 
ket ;  and  any  person  who  shall  herein  offend,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  three  dollars. 

XXIII.  That  no  person  who  follows  the  business  of  a  huckster,  or  of 
selling  provisions,  vegetables,  nuts  or  fruit  at  second  hand,  shall  at  any 
time  sell  or  offer  for  sale,  within  the  limits  of  the  markets,  any  of  the  arti- 
cles aforesaid,  under  the  penalty  of  five  dollars.' 

XXIV.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  at  any  time,  except  on  market 
days  and  in  market  hours,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale  either  on  the  shambles 
or  stalls,  or  on  the  pavements  within  or  surrounding  the  same,  any  soup 
or  soups,  boiled  or  dressed  vegetables,  or  any  other  dressed  victuals,  under 
the  penalty  of  three  dollars. 

XXV.  That  no  butcher  or  other  person  attending  the  markets  with  pro- 
visions shall  remain  on  market  days  within  the  limits  of  the  same,  longer 
than  during  the  hours  of  market,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  for  every 
such  offence,  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

XXVI.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  October  next,  all  flour,  of 
whatever  kind,  offered  for  sale  within  the  limits  of  the  markets,  shall  be 
sold  by  the  weight  and  not  otherwise  :  and  every  person  herein  offending 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

XXVII.  Supphed. 

XXVIII.  That  if  any  bread,  butter,  lard,  or  other  articles  of  provisions 
sold  in  loaves  or  lumps  of  a  given  or  accustomed  weight,  or  offered  to  be 
sold  within  the  limits  of  the  said  markets,  shall  be  found  deficient  in 
weight,  or  not  of  the  due  weight  for  which  the  same  are  offered,  or  ought 
to  be,  the  same  shall  be  forfeited,  the  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
the  city,  and  the  other  half  to  the  clerk  of  the  markets,  and  a  fine  shall 
also  be  imposed  on  the  person  or  persons  so  offending,  of  the  sum  of  three 
dollars. 

XXIX.  Supplied. 

XXX.  That  no  meat  shall  be  salted  on  any  of  the  stalls,  or  within  the 
limits  of  the  markets,  nor  shall  any  pickle  be  thrown  out  within  the  said 

1  See  end  of  this  chapter  for  legal  decisions  on  huckstering. 
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limits  ;  and  any  person  herein  offending,  shall  ferfeit  and  pay  a   fine  of 
three  dollars. 

XXXI.  That  no  cattle  of  any  kind  shall  be  brought  or  exposed  to  sale 
within  the  limits  of  the  markets  on  market  days.  [Remaining  part  of  this 
section  supplied.] 

Passed   7th   September,  1816,    and  recorded  18th  September,  1816,  ir.  Book  A.,  page  18. 


ORDINANCE  OF  23D   JANUARY,  1819. 

Supplement  to  an  ordinance,  entitled  "  An  ordinance  regulating  the 
markets,  and  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  clerk  of  the  markets,  and  of 
the  weighmaster. 

That  if  any  butcher  or  other  person  holding  a  stall  in  any  of  the  market- 
houses,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
11th  sect,  of  an  ordinance  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall,  in  addition 
to  the  penalty  therein  contained,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars, 
and  shall  not  be  entitled  to  hold  a  stall  for  the  space  of  one  year,  from  and 
after  being  so  convicted;  and  if  the  clerk  of  the  market  shall  put  any  per- 
son in  possession  of  a  stall  who  has  been  convicted  for  violating  an  ordinance 
to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  in  a  shorter  time  than  one  year  after  such 
conviction,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  and  shall  be 
forthwith  discharged  from  office. 

Passed  23d  January,  1819,  and  recorded  13th  February,  1819,  in  Book  A.,  page  46. 


ORDINANCE  OF  23D  JANUARY,  1819. 

Supplement  to  an  ordinance,  entitled  '•'■An  ordinance  regulating  the 
markets,  and  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  clerk  of  the  markets,  and  of 
the  weighmaster.'''' 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  no  outside  stalls  in 
the  Diamond  market-house,  shall  be  rented  to  any  person  whatever — but 
that  said  stalls  which  are  not  now  rented,  and  sUch  others  as  are  at  pre- 
sent rented,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  term  for  which  they  are  rented  shall 
expire,  shall  be  and  remain  free  and  open  to  common  use  of  all  persons 
attending  the  said  market,  during  market  hours :  Provided,  That  no  one 
person  shall  occupy  more  than  one  half  of  a  stall:  And  provided,  That 
the  clerk  of  the  market  shall  not  permit  butchers  or  other  persons  who  cut 
up  and  sell  meat  of  any  kind  by  retail,  to  occupy  any  of  said  outside  stalls. 

II.  That  if  any  butcher,  or  other  person  or  persons,  who  cut  up  or  sell 
meat  by  retail,  shall  persist  in  occupying  any  such  outside  stall,  after  being 
notified  by  the  clerk  of  the  market  to  desist  from  such  practice,  every  per- 
son so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  two  dollars, 
nor  more  than  five  dollars  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  prosecution,  and  with  like  compensation  to  the  informer,  as  other 
fines  are,  by  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  directed  to  be  recovered. 

III.  That  so  much  of  the  ordinance  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  as  is 
repugnant  or  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  23d  January,  1819,  and  recorded  24th  January,  1819,  in  Book  A.,  page  50. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  6TH  JUNE,  1823. 

An  Ordinance  for  the  erection  of  tivo  iveigh-houses  in  the  market,  and 
for  other  picrpoies. 

I.  Obsolete. 

II.  From  and  after  ten  days  subsequent  to  the  passage  and  publication 
of  this  ordinance,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  this  city,  all 
flour,  beef,  pork,  and  all  articles  that  are  usually  sold  by  weight,  when 
sold  in  the  public  market,  or  having  been  there  offered  or  exposed  for  sale, 
are  delivered  during  market  hours  in  any  other  part  of  the  city,  shall  be 
weighed  in  the  public  scales  in  said  market;  and  each  and  every  person, 
whether  seller  or  buyer,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
foregoing  provisions  of  this  section,  or  shall  attempt  to  elude  or  contravene 
the  same,  shall,  upon  conviction,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  two  dollars  with  costs  of  suit :  Provided  always,  That  nothing 
herein  contained,  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  interfere  with  butchers  hav- 
ing stalls  rented  in  the  market-house,  using  their  own  scales  in  selling 
their  meat,  nor  with  the  sale  of  butter  or  lard  put  up  in  rolls  or  lumps  of  a 
given  weight,  nor  with  the  sale  of  flour  put  up  in  barrels  and  branded 
according  to  law. 

III.  Repealed. 

IV.  Supplied. 

V.  And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  who  follows  the  business 
of  a  huckster,  forestaller,  or  seller  of  any  articles  of  provisions,  or  horse- 
feed,  at  second  hand,  to  purchase,  or  offer  to  purchase,  either  themselves 
or  by  their  agents  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  from  two  of  the  clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  day  preceding  each  market  day,  until  after  market 
hours,  on  said  market  days,  any  flour,  meat,  butter,  eggs,  chickens  dried 
fruit,  country  sugar,  or  any  other  article  of  country  produce,  which  may 
properly  be  termed  a  necessary  of  life ;  nor  any  chopped  rye,  oats,  Indian 
meal,  or  corn,  or  any  other  article  of  horse  or  cow  feed,  from  any  person 
bringing  or  having  brought  the  same  to  the  city  for  sale  or  barter ;  and 
each  and  every  person  offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
shall  upon  conviction,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
twenty  dollars  with  costs  of  suit.  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this 
section  contained,  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  sale  of  flour 
put  up  in  barrels  and  branded  according  to  law  ;  with  butchers  purchasing 
live  stock  ;  with  regular  tavern-keepers,  purchasing  such  articles  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  their  families  and  lodgers  ;  nor  with 
livery  stable-keepers  purchasing  for  the  actual  consumption  of  their  stables. 

VI.  So  much  of  any  ordinance  now  in  force,  as  is  hereby  altered  or 
supplied,  or  as  is  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Passed  6th  June,  1823,  and  recorded  10th  June,  1823,  in  Book  A.,  page  73. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  MAY,  1824. 

Supplement  to  an  ordinance,  entitled  "  An  ordinance   regidafing  the 
markets  and  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  clerk  of  the  markets  and  of 
the  weighmaster." 
I.  That  from  and  after  the  passing   of  this  supplement,  it  shall  not  be 

lawful  for  any  constable,  bailiff,  or  any  other  person,  to  sell,  or  expose  to 
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sale,  any  carriage  or  carriages,  animal  or  animals,  household  furniture,  or 
other  articles,  in  any  of  the  public  squares,  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  in  the 
city,  except  at  such  place  or  places,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  designated 
by  the  select  and  common  councils,  under  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars. 

II.  And  that  the  south-west  and  north-west  ends  of  the  new  market- 
houses,  in  the  Diamond,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  stands  for  the 
sale  of  house-hold  furniture  or  other  articles. 

III.  And  so  much  of  the  thirty-first  section  as  appoints  a  stand  for  the 
sale  of  cattle,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Paased  29th  May,  1824,  and  recorder!  28th  June,  1824,  in  Book  A.,  page  1 15. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  OCTOBER,  1827- 
An  Ordinance  on  the  subject  of  the  market-house, 

I.  That  all  the  ground  within  the  curb-stones  on  each  side  of  the 
Diamond  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  public  market  ground. 

II.  Repealed. 

III.  That  all  public  attendants  of  the  markets,  and  others,  who  vend 
potatoes,  melons,  and  all  other  kinds  of  bulky  vegetable  products  in  any 
considerable  quantity,  shall  stand  with  their  produce  along  the  curb  of  the 
pavement  on  the  east  side  of  the  Diamond,  occupying  not  more  than  nine 
feet,  extending  from  the  curb-stone  and  facing  the  market-house,  and  no 
individual  a  greater  space  along  the  curb-stone  than  eight  feet. 

IV.  That  a  space  of  eight  feet  from  the  curb-stone,  on  both  sides  of  the 
market-house,  shall  be  allotted  for  the  sale  of  the  usual  country  products, 
such  as  eggs,  butter,  fowls  and  the  lighter  and  less  bulky  description  of 
fruits  aad  vegetables.  The  persons  designated  for  this  space  shall  not 
occupy  more  than  eight  feet  outward  from  the  curb-stone,  nor  occupy  any 
space  on  the  foot  pavements,  with  buckets,  pails,  baskets,  tubs,  benches, 
or  any  other  obstruction  whatever.  The  remainder  of  the  public  ground 
on  the  east  side  of  die  Diamond  outside  the  stands  above  designated,  shall 
be  kept  open  and  free  from  obstructions  of  any  kind,  during  market  hours  ; 
the  remainder  of  the  ground  within  the  area  of  the  market-house,  shall  be 
divided  and  distinctly  marked,  for  stands  or  stalls  for  butter,  booths  for 
cooked  refreshments,  and  spaces  for  the  usual  description  of  light  market- 
ing, leaving  suitable  openings  around  and  between  said  stalls  and  booths 
for  convenient  passage.  All  stalls  for  the  sale  of  meat,  sausages,  &c.,  and 
booths  for  cooked  refreshments  or  for  hucksters,  shall  be  restrained  and 
confined  to  occupy  the  ground  thus  to  be  designated,  and  no  person  shall 
occupy  more  ground  with  a  stall,  booth  or  bench,  than  shall  be  designated 
and  marked  for  each  erection  of  this  sort. 

V.  That  horsfcs,  drays,  empty  carts,  wagons,  sledges  or  sleighs,  shall 
not  be  permitted  to  stand  on  any  part  of  the  public  market  ground,  during 
market  hours.  Horses,  carts,  drays,  wagons,  sledges  or  sleighs,  bringing 
produce  to  market,  shall  be  unladen  at  the  market  ground,  and  shall  not 
remain  thereon  for  a  longer  time  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  unlade 
the  same ;  and  no  horse,  wagon,  cart,  dray,  sleigh  or  sledge,  that  does  not 
convey  or  contain  market  produce,  to  be  exposed  for  sale,  shall  be  permitted 
to  pass  over,  or  remain  upon  the  public  market  ground  during  market  hours. 

VI.  That  the  rinds,  seeds,  or  other  offal  of  water-melons,  musk-melons, 
cantelopes  or  other  vegetable  products,  shall  not  be  thrown  on  the  public; 
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market  ground  or  in  the  market-liouses;  and  any  person  who  shall  offend 
against  this,  or  any  of  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  shall,  on 
conviction  thereof,  before  the  mayor  or  any  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one,  nor  more  than  five  dollars. 

VII.  That  the  market  hours,  on  AVednesdays  and  Saturdays,  shall  be 
from  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  on  every 
other  day,  from  four  o'clock  to  twelve  o'clock,  at  which  hours  respectively, 
all  remaining  meat,  vegetables,  fruits  or  other  products,  shall  be  removed, 
under  the  penalty  of  five  dollars  for  each  and  every  offence  against  the 
provisions  of  this  section. 

VIII.  That  two  of  the  city  constables  shall  be  designated  and  appointed 
by  the  mayor  to  attend  the  markets  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be,  to  aid  the  clerk  of  the  market  in  enforcing  the  provisions 
of  this  ordinance  and  the  other  ordinances  in  relation  to  the  market-house, 
and  to  each  of  whom  there  shall  be  allowed  one  dollar  per  day,  for  each 
day's  attendance  as  above. 

IX.  That  the  clerk  of  the  market  shall  cause  the  market-houses  to  be 
swept,  and  the  market  ground  cleansed  every  regular  market  day,  as  soon 
as  the  market  ceases  ;  and  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months  he  shall 
have  the  market-houses  and  ground  cleaned  every  day,  as  soon  as  the 
market-houses  are  cleared  of  produce. 

X.  That  the  empty  carts,  wagons,  sledges  or  sleighs  from  the  country, 
which  shall  have  unladen  produce  at  the  market-house,  may  be  placed  on 
the  south  side  of  Liberty  street,  lengthwise,  along  the  curbstone,  between 
Union  street  and  Fourth  street:  but  no  wagon  or  other  vehicle,  thus  placed, 
shall  be  permitted  to  remain  on  said  street  during  any  part  of  the  night 
succeeding  the  market  day  on  which  it  was  employed  or  used,  under 
a  penalty  of  one  dollar  for  each  and  every  offence  against  the  provisions  of 
this  section. 

XI.  That  any  of  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  which  are  hereby  altered  or 
supplied,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  29th  October,  1827,  and  recorded  10th  November,  1827,  in  Book  A.,  paije  107. 


ORDINANCE  OF  31ST  DECEMBER,  18.32. 

An  Ordinance  on  the  subject  of  the  ynarket -house  on  Second  street. 

Whereas,  from  the  increased  and  increasing  population  of  that  portion 
of  the  city  lying  east  of  Wood  street,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  build  a  mar- 
ket-house in  Second  street,  on  the  ground  granted  for  that  purpose  by  the 
late  Col.  James  O'Hara,  and  accepted  by  the  city.     Therefore, 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  market  shall  be 
held  on  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  in  the  market-hous/j  proposed  to  be 
erected  in  Second  street,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  regula- 
tions and  restrictions  as  are  now  imposed  on  the  market-house  in  the 
Diamond. 

II.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  butcher,  or  other  person,  to  vend 
any  article,  either  of  meat,  poultry,  vegetable  or  other  products,  usually 
sold  in  market,  after  the  erection  of  said  building,  at  any  other  place  than 
said  market-house,  on  the  days  above  specified,  under  a  penalty  of  not 
less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  dollars. 

III.  Repealed. 

IV.  That  the  fines  imposed  by  the  second  section  of  this  ordinance,  shall 
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be  recoverable  before  the  mayor,  or  any  of  the  aldermen,  in  like  manner 
as  other  penalties  imposed  by  former  ordinances  are  recoverable. 

V.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  be, 
and   the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Pa»sed  3l9t  December,  18:ii!  and  recorded  4th  January,  1833, in  Book  A.,  page  180. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  MAY,  1833. 

I.  II.  III.  and  IV.  Repealed. 

V.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  occupy  or 
obstruct  any  part  of  the  footways  in  front  of  the  court-house  and  offices  in 
the  Diamond  with  tables,  benches,  barrels,  bags,  baskets,  furniture,  vessels, 
or  packages,  or  with  vegetables  or  other  marketing  whatever,  either  on 
market  days  or  any  other  time,  under  a  penalty  of  two  dollars  for  every 
offence,  and  it  is  hereby  especially  enjoined  upon  the  constables  attending 
upon  the  markets,  to  cause  all  such  obstructions  to  be  forthwith  removed, 
and  to  compel  the  due  observance  of  this  ordinance. 

VI.  That  any  ordinance,  or  such  part  thereof,  as  is  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  herein  contained,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  27th  May,  1833,  and  recorded  4th  June,  1833,  in  Book  A.,  pages  189-98. 


ORDINANCE  OF  16TH  MAY,  1835. 

A  further  supplement  to  an  ordinance  entitled  "  An  ordinance  regulating 
the  markets"  4'C. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  to  expose  for  sale  any  carriage  or 
can-iages,  horses,  cattle,  or  animals  of  any  description,  in  or  upon  any  of 
the  public  squares,  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  in  the  city,  under  a  penalty  of 
ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  on  conviction  before  the  mayor,  or  any  alder- 
man of  the  city. 

II.  That  so  much  of  an  ordinance  entitled  "  A  supplement  to  an  ordi- 
nance entitled  '  An  ordinance  regulating  the  markets,'  &c.,  passed  the  29th 
May,  1824,"  as  designates  Liberty  street  the  market  for  the  exposure  and 
sale  of  carriages,  animals,  &c.,  or  any  other  ordinance  or  ordinances  con- 
flicting with  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  supplement,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Passed  16th  May,   1835,  and  recorded  21st  May,  1835,  in  Book  A.,  page  209. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  JULY,  1835. 

An  Ordinance  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  market  in  the  Diamond. 

I,  That  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  market  in  the  Diamond,  and  for 
the  safety  and  convenience  of  the  citizens  who  frequent  it,  chains  be  ex- 
tended at  a  proper  height  from  the  corner  of  the  south  wing  of  the  market- 
house,  to  the  corner  now  occupied  as  the  Dispensary  ;  also  from  the 
corner  of  the  north-wing,  to  theeastcorner  of  the  Diamond  and  Market  street, 
and  across  Diamond  and  Market  alleys,  at  their  entrance  into  the  Diamond  ; 
and  that  a  penalty  not  exceeding  five  dollars  be  imposed  on  any  person  or 
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persons,  riding,  driving  or  leading,  any  horse  or  other  animal,  within  the 
space  so  enclosed,  between  the  hours  of  6  and  10  o'clock,  A.  M., 
of  any  market  day :  said  penalty  to  be  collected  by  the  mayor,  or 
any  of  the  aldermen  of  the  city,  either  by  summary  conviction  or  action 
of  debt. 

Passed  27tli  July,  1835,  and  recorded  18th  August,  1835,  in  Book  A.,page  217. 


ORDINANCE  OF  13TH  JUNE,  1836. 

An  Ordinance  relating  to  hucksters,  and  for  other  purposes. 

I.  That  the  mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  grant  licenses  to 
persons  following  the  business  of  selling  country  produce  at  second  hand, 
to  have  the  portable  stalls  placed  within  the  market  place,  at  the  Diamond 
market-house,  at  such  place  or  places  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  directed 
by  the  officer  of  said  market,  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  to  sale,  such  ar- 
ticles of  country  produce  as  they  may  have  purchased  without  the  limits 
of  the  city. 

II.  That  each  and  every  person  wishing  to  be  licensed  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  shall  pay  the  mayor  for  the  use  of  the  city,  the  sum  of  $10  per 
year,  and  occasional  visiters  the  sum  of  STi  cents  for  each  day  they  may 
Qccupy  a  portable  stall,  said  37^  cents  per  day  to  be  paid  to  the  clerk  of 
the  markets,  for  the  use  of  the  city. 

III.  That  there  shall  be  full  power  vested  in  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh  in  cases  of  conviction,  under  any  of  the  ordinances  which 
impose  a  fixed  penalty,  to  fine  from  one  dollar,  up  to  the  sum  or  sums  so 
fixed,  as  the  equity  of  the  case  may  require. 

IV.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  or  ordinances,  as  may  be  hereby 
altered  or  supplied,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  altered  and  repealed. 

Passed  13th  June,  1836,  and  recorded  16lh  June,  1S36,  In  Book  A.,  page  230. 


ORDINANCE  OF  1ST  AUGUST,  1836. 

An  Ordinance  increasing  the  rents   of  stalls  in  the   Diamond  Market, 

\:  That  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  present  year,  the  yearly 
rents  of  the  inside  stalls  in  the  Diamond  market  shall  be  as  follows,  viz : 
the  twenty-four  stalls,  Nos.  1,  2,  5,  6,  7,  8,  10,  12,  13,  14,  17,  18, 
19,  20,  23,  24,  25,  26,  29,  30,  31,  32,  35  and  36,  now  rented  at  forty 
dollars,  shall  be  fifty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  The  twelve  stalls  Nos, 
3,  4,  9,  11,  15,  16,  21,  22,  27,  28,  33,  34,  now  rented  at  thirty-five 
dollars  shall  be  forty-five  dollars  ;  and  seven  stalls  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6, 
7,  in  the  north-west  end  of  the  Diamond  market,  now  rented  at  thirty 
dollars,  shall  be  at  thirty-five  dollars  each,  the  rents  to  be  paid  in  advance 
as  heretofore  provided  for  ;  also,  the  present  occupants  to  be  entitled  to  a 
preference  in  the  renting  of  the  stalls  aforesaid. 

II.  That  so  much  of  an  ordinance,  passed  the  27th  day  of  May,  1833, 
as  fixes  the  stall  rents,  aforesaid,  and  requires  them  to  be  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  no  more. 

Passedlst  August,  1836,  aud  recorded  5lli  August  1836,  in  Book  A.,  page  231. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  5TH  JANUARY,  1842. 

An  ordinance  for  the  election  of  city  solicitor,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
the  clerk  of  the  markets. 

I.  and  II.  See  attorney  and  solicitor. 

III.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  Sfc,  That  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  ordinance,  the  clerk  of  the  markets  shall  be  appointed  by  the  mayor 
in  conjunction  with  the  committee  on  markets. 


ORDINANCE  OF  25TH  APRIL,  1842. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  no  horses, 
wagons,  carts,  drays,  sledges,  sleighs,  or  other  carriages,  shall  be  permitted 
to  stand  on  any  part  of  the  public  market  ground  in  the  Diamond  market, 
on  the  west  side  of  Market  street,  during  market  hours,  horses,  wagons, 
carts,  drays,  sledges  or  sleighs,  bringing  produce  to  market,  shall  not  re- 
main for  a  longer  time  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  unlade  the  same,  and 
the  market  ground  west  of  Market  street,  shall  hereafter  be  subject  to  the 
same  regulations  as  the  east  side  of  Market  street.  Provided,  That  suf- 
ficient space  shall  always  be  kept  open  for  the  passage  of  wagons,  carts, 
drays,  &c.,  from  Market  and  Union  streets,  to  the  rear  of  the  old  court- 
house. 

II.  Be  it  ordained,  fyc.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  or  ordinances 
as  are  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  lawin  councils,  this  25thday  of  April,  A.  D.,  1842. 


ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  JANUARY,  1843. 

An  Ordinance  for  increasing  the  rent  paid  by  the  weighmaster  of  the 
market. 

I.  Be  it  ordained,  8fC.,  That  the  rent  of  the  weigh  scales  at  the  market 
for  the  present  year  and  hereafter,  be  fixed  at  one  hundred  dollars  per 
annum. 

II.  Be  it  ordained,  Sfc,  That  all  ordinances  as  to  rent  of  the  weigh- 
house,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  30th  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1843. 


ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  DECEMBER,  1843. 
An  Ordinance  in  reference  to  the  market  in  the  old  court-house. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
butcher  or  drover,  to  expose  for  sale  any  meat,  nor  shall  any  person  ex- 
pose for  sale  any  description  of  fish,  within  the  main  building  of  the  old 
court-house;  but  the  same  shall  be  exclusively  reserved  and  appropriated 
for  the  sale  of  country  produce. 

II.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted.  That  any  person  violating  the  provisions 
of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine  often  dollars,  to  be  recovered 
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before  tlie  mayor,  or  any  alderman ;  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  city, 
unil  the  otlier  half  to  the  informer. 

OrdaiueJ  and  eiiiicieit  into  a  law  in  councils,  the  20tli  Jay  of  December,  A.  D.,  1843. 


ORDINANCE  OF  25TII  MARCH,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  to  regulate  jvagons,  S,-c.,  having  vnladen  produce  at  the 
Diamond  market-house. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance,  it  sliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  place  all  carts,  wagons,  sledges, 
sleigh?,  or  other  vehicles  having  unladen  produce  at  the  Diamond  market- 
house,  on  the  south  side  of  Liberty  street,  from  its  junction  with  Market 
street  to  Fourth  street,  and  along  the  south  side  of  Fifth  street  from  Market 
street  to  Liberty  street.  But  all  such  carts,  wagons,  sledges,  sleighs,  or 
other  vehicles,  shall  be  arranged  in  the  following  manner :  The  hind  wheels 
of  the  carts,  wagons,  or  other  vehicles,  and  the  ends  of  the  runners  of 
sledges  or  sleighs,  shall  be  placed  within  twelve  inches  of  the  curb-stone, 
and  the  tongue  or  shafts  shall  l)e  placed  outward  in  a  straight  line,  a  space 
of  eighteen  inches  to  be  preserved  between  each  vehicle  to  admit  of  con- 
venient passage.  That  no  cart,  wagon  sledge,  sleigh  or  other  vehicle  shall 
be  placed  at  or  near  the  intersection  of  any  street  or  alley  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  cross  the  footway  or  in  any  way  incommode  the  crossing. 

n.  Be  it  further  ordained,  ^-c,  That  any  person  or  persons,  violating 
any  provision  of  this  ordinance  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars 
to  be  recovered  before  the  mayor  or  any  alderman,  as  such  penalties  are  by 
law  recoverable. 

IIL  Be  it  further  ordained,  S^-c,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city 
constables,  who  are  appointeil  to  attend  the  said  market,  to  see  that  the 
provisions  of  this  ordinance  are  properly  observed. 

IV.  Be  it  further  ordained,  ^-c,  That  all  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordi- 
dinances  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  Into  a  law  in  cnuncils,  this  25tlid.iy  of  March,  A.  D.,  1844. 


RESOLUTION  OF  9TH  MAY,  1842. 

Resolved,  4*c.,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  that 
each  and  every  person  having  or  occupying  a  stand  in  any  part  of  the 
Diamond,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  fish,  shall  pay  to  the  clerk  of  the 
market,  twenty-five  cents  per  day,  for  the  use  of  the  city,  for  each  stand 
so  occupied,  and  no  stand  shall  be  of  greater  length  than  eight  feet,  or  of 
greater  breadth  than  three  feet. 

Passed  9th  May,  1842. 


RESOLUTION  OF  30TH  MAY,  1842. 

Resolved,  &,'C.,  That  the  committee  on  markets  in  conjunction  with  the 
clerk  of  the  market,  be  authorised  to  appoint  a  place  or  places,  for  the 
portable  stands  for  the  sale  of  small  ware,  on  market  days,  after  the  hour 
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often  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  that  each  person  occupying  a  stand  for  the  sale 
of  small  wares,  shall  pay  to  the  clerk  of  the  markets,  for  the  use  of  the 
city,  fifty  cents  for  each  day. 

Passed  May  30th,    IS-J2. 


RESOLUTION  OF  7TH  FEBRUARY,  1843. 

Whereas,  the  great  leading  objects  in  establishing  and  regulating  a  mar- 
ket, were  1st,  to  provide  a  convenient  place  and  time  for  butchers,  gard- 
ners  and  farmers  to  dispose  of  provisions,  feed,  and  their  various  produc- 
tions; and  2d,  for  the  citizens  to  have  an  opportunity  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary supplies  for  their  families,  before  it  shall  be  bought  up  or  monopoli- 
zed by  forestallers  and  hucksters.  And,  whereas,  forestallers  and  huck- 
sters have  become  so  numerous  that,  during  the  spring  and  summer 
seasons,  there  is  not  sufficient  room  and  accommodation  for  the  growers 
and  producers  of  provisions  to  offer  for  sale  their  various  articles.  And, 
whereas,  the  city  ordinances  are  ample  and  sufficient,  if  properly  enfor- 
ced, to, protect  and  regulate  all  the  above  interest  and  objects,  for  what  the 
markets  were  established.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  mayor  be  required  to  issue  public  notice,  by  hand- 
bills to  be  put  up  on  each  pier  of  the  market-houses,  that  the  following 
ordinances  and  resolutions  will  be  strictly  enforced  for  the  future,  the 
handbills  to  contain  the  foregoing  preamble  and  the  following  ordinances 
and  resolutions  in  city  ordinances,  to  wit : 

And  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  who  follows  the  business  of 
huckster,  forestaller  or  seller  of  articles  of  provisions  or  horse  feed,  at 
second  hand,  to  purchase,  or  offer  to  purchase,  either  themselves,  or  by 
their  agents,  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  from  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  day  preceding  each  market  day,  until  after  market  hours  on  said 
market  days,  any  flour,  meat,  butter  eggs,  chickens,  dried  fruit,  or  any 
other  article  of  horse  and  cow  feed,  from  any  person  bringing,  or  having 
brought  the  same  to  the  city,  for  sale  or  barter,  and  each  and  every  person 
offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  section,  shall  upon  conviction,  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  with  cost  of 
suit. 

That  the  mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised,  to  grant  licenses  to 
persons  following  the  business  of  selling  country  produce  at  second  hand, 
within  the  market  at  such  place  or  places  as  may  from  time  to  time,  be 
directed  by  the  officers  of  said  market,  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  to  sale 
such  articles  of  country  produce  as  they  may  have  purchased  ivithoict 
the  limits  of  the  city. 

That  each  and  every  person  wishing  to  be  licensed  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  shall  pay  to  the  mayor,  for  the  use  of  the  city,  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars  per  year,  and  occasional  visitors,  the  sum  of  thirty-seven  and  one- 
half  cent,  for  each  day  they  may  occupy  said  place,  to  be  paid  to  the 
clerk  of  the  markets,  for  the  use  of  the  city. 

Resolved,  That  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  no  person  will  be  per- 
mitted to  occupy  any  place  within  the  Diamond,  or  on  the  foot  pavements 
surrounding  the  Diamond,  on  market  days  before  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  for 
the  sale  of  any  articles  whatever,  except  it  be  some  kind  of  provisions, 
feed  or  fruits,  that  have  at  any  time  been  bought  within  the  city. 

It  being  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the  law  that  any  article  of  provisions, 
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&c.,  which  may  be  legally  bought  within  the  city   to  sell  again,  shall  not 
at  any  time  be  offered  for  sale  within  the  market. 

Resolved,  That  the  mayor,  clerk  of  the  market,  city  police  and  all  good 
citizens  be  requested  to  use  all  proper  efforts  to  bring  to  justice  all  offend- 
ers against  the  above  laws. 

Passed  in  councils  this  7tli  day  of  February,  1833. 


NOTE.— LEGAL  DECISIONS  IN  HUCKSTERING. 
In  order  to  convict  any  person  wiio  follows  the  business  of  a'huckster,  of  the  penalty  pre- 
scribed in  the  23d  section  of  this  ordinance  it  is  not  sufKoient  to  state  the  evidence;  but  the 
alderman  must  go  onto  declare,  on  his  record,  not  only  that  the  oJTence  was  committed,  tind  the 
defendant  thereof  convicted,  but  the  place  where  the  defendant  carried  on  the  business  of  a 
huckster;  as  it  might  be  where  it  was  no  offence  to  do  so,  or  where  the  corporation  had  no 
jurisdiction  to  punish  it  as  an  offence.  These  points  were  decided  in  the  case  of  the  Mayor, 
&c.,  vs.  Mason,  at  March  term,  1803,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  Philadelphia,  and  is  reported 
in  i  Dallas,  266.     The  whole  case  is  published  for  general  information  and  reference. 

This  was  a  Certiorari,  to  remove  the  proceedings  from  the  Mayor  into  this  court,  to  which 
he  made  the  following  return  under  seal. 
^'The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizena,       "|  November  13th,  1800. 
versus  )■  Huckstering. 

"Elizabeth  Mason,  )  Amicable  action. 

"  The  defendant  appeared  before  me  by  consent,  and  was  charged  on  the  oath  of  Samey 
"  Cart,  and  the  affirmation  of  W.  Johnston,  clerks  of  the  High-street  market,  in  her  presence, 
•'■with  being  a  person  who  follows  the  business  of  a  huckster,  and  selling  provisions  &c.  at  second 
"  hand.  And  that  the  defendant  did  this  day  offer  for  sale,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  market, 
"butter,  veal,  pork,  fowl,  eggs  and  nuts,  contrary  to  an  ordinance  in  that  case  made  and  pro- 
"vided.  I,  therefore  adjudge,  that  the  defendant  pay  a  fine  of  li.  17s.  C^d.  and  costs  2».  &d." 
To  this  return  a  great  variety  of  exceptions  were  filed — and  among  others  an  exception, 
was  taken  that  the  words  "of  Philadelphia'  had  been  omitted  in  the  corporate  title,  but  this 
was  waived,  and  the  argument  and  decision  proceeded  principally  upon  the  following  : — First 
it  is  not  stated  at  what  place  the  defendant  followed  the  business  of  a  huckster.  Second.  It 
is  not  stated,  in  what  city  High-street  uiajc^et'is  shuaXeA.  Third.  It  is  not  stated  against  what 
clause  of  the  ordinance  the  defendant  had  offended.  Fourth.  It  is  not  stated  that  the  defendant 
was  convicted,  though  judgment  is  rendered   against  her. 

The  exceptions  were  supported  by  M'Kean  and  Porter;  who  cited  1  Burn.  406,  142,  Ord. 
i9th  March,  1798,  s.  16  Bosc.  12.  1  Burn,  411.  .'5  State  Laws,  265.  1  Burn.i\2.  3  Mod.  159.  2 
Burr.  1163.  4  Burr.  2063,  5  Term  Rep.  253.  2  Burr.  1176.  Hullock,  19,  200,  201.  Bull.  N.  P. 
333.     ej76.  C.  P    22.5,  234-5.     Salk.  378.    2  Hawk,  250.     2  Stra.3\6.     2  S«ra.  1120. 

The  proceedings  before  the  mayor  or  aldermen,  for  penalties  inflicted,  may  be  removed  at 
any  time  by  certiorari.  The  21st  section  of  the  act  of  20th  March,  1810,  (5  Smith,  171,  Purdon, 
458,)  which  provides  that  "no  judgnaent  shall  be  set  aside  in  pursuance  of  a  writ  of  certiorari, 
unless  the  same  be  issued  within  twenty  days  after  the  judgment  was  rendered,''  applies  only  to 
civil  actions  :  and  a  proceeding,  for  a  penalty  for  the  breach  of  a  city  ordinance,  is  not  a  civil 
suit.     12  Sergt.  and  Rawle,  53. 

John  Caughey.  ^  At  October  term,  1824,  of  the  Supreme  court  for  the  western 

against  I      district  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and    f     Writ  of  error  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Allegheny 
citizens  of  Pittsburgh.         )  county. 

Fetterman  and  Baldwin  for  the  plaintiff  in  error — Craig  and  Biddle,  contra. 
Per  Curiam.  This  was  an  action  brought  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  [alderman]  to  recover 
a  penalty  ot fifty  [twenty  |  dollars,  by  virtue  of  an  ordinance  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  for  buying 
flour  within  the  market  hours,  with  intent  to  retail  and  sell  the  same  again.  Judgment  was 
given  foi  the  plaintiffs,  which,  after  more  than  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  the  judgment 
was  removed  by  certiorari  to  the  common  pleas.  The  certiorari  was  quashed  by  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  because  it  was  not  issued  within  twenty  days  after  judgment  rendered.  It  is 
true,  that  it  is  provided  by  the  21st  section  of  the  act  of  20th  March  ,  1810,  {Purdon' s  Abr.  old  ed., 
361,)  "that  nojudgment  shall  be  set  aside.  In  pursuance  of  a  writ  of  certiorari,  unless  the  same  is 
issued  within  20  days  after  judgment  was  rendered  ;"  but  that  proviso'is  to  be  understood,  as  ex- 
tending only  to  civil  actions,  because  in  these  only  is  jurisdiction  given  to  justices  of  the  peace 
by  the  precedent  parts  of  the  act,  and  to  ihem  only  does  the  proviso  relate.  But  the  present  ac- 
tion was  not  brought  before  the  justice  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  assembly,  but  by  an  ordinance  of 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  which  inflicts  the  penalty,  and  confers  the  jurisdiction  on  the  justice.  Con- 
cerning the  validity  of  that  ordinance,  we  are  not  now  to  decide  ;  but  it  is  the  opinionof  the  court, 
that  it  was  not  a  case  in  whichit  was  necessary  that  the  certiorari  should  have  been  issued  with- 
in twenty  days  after  rendering  the  judgment,  and  therefore  the  writ  ought  not  to  have  been 
quashed,  The  judginent  is  to  be  reversed,  and  the  record  sent  back  to  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  with  directions  to  proceed  in  tlie  cause. 

DiCKERSON,(the  solicitor  for  the  corporation)  endeavored  to  answer  the  exceptions,  and  cited 
1  Stra.  316.     10  Co.  125.     1  Bac.  Abr. 

But,  BY  THECOORT  :  Some  of  the  objections  are  insurmountable.  In  the  fiirst  place,  it  io  not 
sufficient  to  state  the  evidence  :  but  the  magistrate  must  go  on  to  declare,  that  the  offence  was 
committed,  and  the  defendant  thereof  convicted.     Here,  neither  the  offence,  nor  the  conviction 
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ore  to  be  found  in  the  procei'dings.  In  the  next  place,  we  have  no  statement  where  the  defend- 
ant carried  on  the  business  oi"  huckster;  and  it  might  be  where  it  was  no  offence  to  do  so;  or 
where  the  corporation  had  no  jurisdiction  to  punish  it  as  an  offence.  The  proceedings  are, 
iheretore.  manifestly  erronious,  and  must  be  set  aside. 

In  addition,  it  appears,  that  in  otder  to  render  the  pioceedlngs  legal,  the  conviction  under  a 
city  ordinance,  for  huckstering,  must  charge,  the  defendant,  as  a  huckster,  with  SELLING,  OR  OFFER- 
ING FOR  SALE,  AT  SKCOSD  HANB,  within  the  market;  and  it  must  appear  by  the  record  of  the 
mayor  or  alderman,  before  whom  the  proceedings  are  had,  that  the  offence  was  committed  with- 
ill  the  city,  and  that  the  defendant  was  convicted  of  the  oifence. — So  ruled  by  the  Supreme  Court 
in  the  case  o(  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia  vs.  John  Nell,  3  Yeates,  475  : — 

Certiorari  to  John  Inskeep,  Esq.,  inayor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  remove  all  proceedings 
before  him  respecting  the  conviction  of  the  defendant  for  huckstering. 

The  mayor  returned  thereon  his  warrant  in  his  ownname.  [Quere,  Whether,  if  the  warrant  be 
not  issued  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  the  exception  is  not  fatal  ?]  against  the  defendant, 
to  answer  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  debt  under  40s.  ior  huckstering, 
contrary  to  a  city  ordinance,  dated  29th  November,  ]  800,  and  the  following  transcript  of  his 
proceedings  : — 

"  The  Mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of     ^  tt     v  ^     • 

Philadelphia,  ,'  „     .  '  =' 

f- Capias. 

"John  Nell.  J  Debt  under  40,. 

"  The  defendant  was  brought  before  me,  and  cliarged  in  his  presence,  on  the  affirmation  of 
"  William  Johnston,  one  of  lhec\er]i.s  of  the  High  street  market,  with  being  a  person  who  follows 
"  the  business  of  a  huckster,  and  selling  provisions  at  secondhand;  and  that  the  defendant's 
"  wife  sold  this  day,  in  the  presence  of  defendant,  butter,  nuts,  &c.,  contrary  to  an  ordinance  of 
"  the  corporation  ill  that  case  made  and  provided.  The  defendant  alledges  that  he  sold  as  agent. 
"  Jacob  Underwood,  on  his  oath,  declared,  that  he  was  present  when  Abraham  Stowhert  left  with 
"  the  defendant,  in  Germuntown,  on  the  27th  inst.,  69  lbs.  of  butter,  and  3  bushels  of  nuls,  whicli 
"  he  desired  tlie  defendant  to  bring  to  market  to  sell  for  him,  but  did  not  know  that  it  was  the 
"  same  butter  and  nuts  that  the  defendant  sold  this  day.  I  therefore  adjudge,  that  the  defendant 
"  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars  ;  warrant  and  serving  Is.  9cJ.,  judgment  Is,  fid.,  amount  3s.  3d.  The 
"  defendant  paid  the  fine  and  costs!  JoH.n   Inskeep,  Mayor. 

The  provision  against  huckstering  is  contained  in  the  16th  section  of  a  city  ordinance  enacted 
on  the  29th  March,  1798,  and  is  in  these  words  :  "  No  person  who  follow  s  the  business  of  a 
"  huckster,  or  of  selling  provisions,  vegetables,  or  fruit,  at  second-hand,  shall  at  any  time  sell,  or 
"  offer  for  sale,  within  the  limits  of  the  market,  any  provisions,  vegetables,  nuts  or  fruit,  of  any 
"  kind,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  to  be  re- 
"  covered  and  appropriated  as  hereinbefore  directed."  ["  To  be  recovered  with  costs,  before 
"the  mayor  or  any  alderman  of  the  city,  as  debts  under  forty  shillings  are  recoverable,  and  paid 
"  into  the  treasury  for  the  use  of  the  city."'] — Philad.  Ord.  ed.  of  182;i,  page  117. 

Several  exceptions  were  taken  to  this  conviction. 

1.  The  conviction  ought  to  have  been  in  the  present  tense.     2  Ld,  Raym.  1376.     Stra.  608. 

2.  The  conviction  ought  to  have  been  as  an  inforuiation  or  complaint  precedent. 

3.  It  does  not  appear  that  lie  was  guilty  of  any  offence.  The  defendant  is  an  inhabitantof  Ger- 
mantotcn.  township,  and  never  purchased  provisions  within  the  city,  or  within  four  miles  of  the 
county  court-liouse  in  the  city,  and  sold  the  same  provisions  within  the  city  or  elsewhere,  within 
the  four  miles.  It  is  true,  he  is  said  to  have  been  charged  with  having  been  a  huckster,  and 
selling  provisions  at  second  hand.  But  it  rests  merely  on  the  charge  without  any  proof.  AH  acts 
which  subject  men  to  new  and  other  trials,  than  those  known  at  the  common  law,  ought  to  be  ta- 
ken strictly.  It  must  appear  on  the  face  of  the  proceedings  that  the  fact  was  an  off'ence  within 
the  act,  and  the  justices  have  proceeded  accordingly.  2  SalkoTS.  \  Ld.  Raym,  59,1.  The  con- 
struction which  has  beenput  upon  this  by-law  is  a  very  unreasonable  and  rigid  one,  excluding  all 
persons  whatever,  from  the  sale  of  articles,  whicli  they  do  not  themselves  raise.  But  tne  legis- 
lature by  a  late  act,  passed  on  the  6th  April,  1802,  have  now  legalized  the  sale  of  provisions,  vege- 
tables or  fruit,  in  the  markets  of  any  city  r>r  corporate  town,  provided  they  shall  not  have 
been  previously  purchased  within  their  limits.      5  St.  Laws,  365.      [3  Smith,  530;  Purdon.  539. 

4.  The  oflfence  of  huckstering  should  be  proved  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mayor.  It 
is  not  even  charged  to  have  been  within  the  limits  of  the  city.  A  corporation  can  make  no  by- 
laws to  operate  beyond  its  bounds.     3  Mod.  159. 

5  The  evidence  is  not  set  forth  with  convenient  certainty,  ascertaining  the  particular  manner 
of  the  offence..  It  is  necessary  to  set  our  the  evidence  that  the  court  may  judge  whether  the  jus- 
tice  has  done  right.  2  Burr.  1163.  4  Burr,  2063.  1  Stra.  497,  and  surplusage  in  a  conviction 
will  not  vitiate  it.  A  Term  Rep.  757.  The  court  in  its  discretion  may  grantor  refuse  a  cerU'orari 
to  remove  a  conviction  before  justices  of  the  peace.  If  B.  R.  see  that  the  justices  have  drawn 
the  proper  conclusion  from  presumptive  evidence,  they  will  not  grant  a  certiorari  to  remove  the 
conviction. 

6.  The  defendant  was  not  called  upon  to  answer  the  charge,  or  plead  to  it.  [This  exception 
was  in  a  great  measure  waived.] 

7.  Here  is  ajudgment,  without  a  conviction  to  warrant  it.  A  conviction  is  equal  to  a  verdict 
and  judgment  and  where  a  forfeiture  is  the  penalty  of  the  offence,  such  judgment  must  be  given. 
Burr.  1166. 

8.  Costs  are  awarded,  which  are  not  warranted  by  the^ordinance.  To  the  penalties  inflicted 
on  the  ofFdnces  described  in  the  2d,  4th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  sections  of  the  by-laws,  costs  are  super- 
added; but  from  the  10th  to  the  17lh  sections,  inclusive,  costs  are  not  mentioned  A  common  in- 
former can,  in  no  case,  recover  costs,  unless  expressly  given  by  statute  Bull  333.  Hulloek  oit 
eo»£»,  19,  201,  201. 

15 
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9.  There  is  a  misnomer  of  the  corporation.  The  name  of  the  corporation  in  3  St.  Laws,  G31, 
«ect.  2,  is  ascertained  to  be,  "tin  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  o(  Philadelphia.''  The  uame  of 
acorporatioii  is  essential  to  its  taking.  Gihb.  Hist.  C-  B.  2ii5.  They  must  sue  and  be  sued  by 
their  proper  name  z6.  234-235.  And  such  arc  the  words  of  the  act  of  incorporation.  [But  this 
exception  being  applicable  toother  convictions  removed  at  the  same  time,  a7id  not  to  the  present, 
was  waived  by  the  defendant's  counsel.] 

10.  The  process  was  erroneous,  which  issued  against  the  defendant.  By  the  12th  sect,  of  the 
5th  art.  of  the  state  constitution,  "the  style  of  all  process  shall  be  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
But  in  this  instance,  the  warrant  issued  in  the  name  of  Johii  Inskeep,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. This  objection  was  strongly  relied  on  ;  and  it  was  urged  that  this  point  had  lately  been 
so  determined  in  the  common  pleas,  by  Mr.  Justice  Coze,  presidentofihe  first  district,  on  solemn 
argument. 

11.  Finally,  it  was  insisted,  that  where  a  special  power  is  given  to  a  ju,-5tice  of  the  peace  by 
statute,  to  convict  an  offender  in  a  summary  manner,  without  atrial  by  jury,  it  must  appear  that  he 
hathstrictly  pursued  the  power,  otherwise  that  common  law  will  break  in  upon  him.  and  level  all 
his  proceedings.  The  justice  shall  consider  himself  only  asconstiluted  in  place  of  both  judge  and 
jury.  Burn's  Just.  490,  14th  ed.  Every  conviction  must  state  the  offence  with  the  highest  cer- 
tainty ,  and  the  defendant  can  have  no  remedy  against  it,  but  from  some  defect  appearing  on  the 
face  ofit.  ^  Hawk,  250.  The  whole  court  were  clearly  of  an  opinion,  that  the  third,  fourlli  and 
seventh  exceptions  were  substantially  fatal. 

It  ought  to  have  appeared  that  the  defendant  was  charged  as  a  huckster,  with  selling  at  second 
hand,  or  offering  for  sale,  within  the  limits  of  the  market,  provisions,  &c.  That  the  offence  was 
committed  within  the  city,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mayor,  and  that  the  defendant  was  con- 
victed of  the  offence.     The  judgments  of  the  mayor,  in  the  principal  case,  was  reversed. 


CHAPTER  XXVII 

MAYOR.' 


CONTENTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  20th  JULY,  1816.  ;  Mayor  to  keep  a  book  of  entry  for  vouchers,  2 
Mayor  may  remove  any  officer  by  him  ap-        |  To  be  produced  on  settlement  of  treasurer's 

pointed 12j      account, ib 

ORDINANCE  OF  24th  AUGUST,  1816.  ORDINANCE  OF  27th  JULY,  1840. 

Fees  to  be  received  by  the  mayor,  &c., 1  )  City  seal  to  be  kept  by  the  mayor, 1 

Fines,  &c.,  to  be  accounted  for, 2  j  Mayor's  fee  for  affixing  seal, 2 

ORDINANCE  OF  14th  FEBRUARY,  1832.     Repealing  clause,.... 3 

Mayor  to  deliver  books,  papers.  &;c.,. .....     1  ' 

ORDINANCE  OF  20TH  SEPTEMBER,  1816. 

I.  Repealed. 

II.  Relates  to  officers'  bonds.     See  officers. 

III.  Obsolete. 

IV.  V.  VI.  See  city  constables, 

VII.  See  markets. 

VIII.  IX.  Obsolete. 

X.  Repealed. 

XI.  Repealed  and  supplied. 

XII.  That  the  mayor  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  remove 
from  office  any  of  the  officers  by  him  appointed,  whenever  in  his  judgment 
the  public  good  may  require  it,  and  to  appoint  and  commission  suitable  suc- 
cessors, and  when  any  officer  of  his  own  appointment  shall  resign  or  die, 
he  shall  have  power  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  a  new  appointment. 

XIII.  See  city  officers. 

XIV.  XV.  Obsolete. 

Passed  20th  July,  1816,  recorded  1st  August,  1816,  inBook  A.,  page  1.  , 


ORDINANCE  OF  24TH  AUGUST,  1816. 

An  Ordinance  directing  the  amount  of  fees  to  he  received  by  the  mayor, 
recorder,  aldermen  and  city  constables,  and  the  manner  of  accounting 
for  fines  aiid  penalties. 

I.  That  the  fees  to  be  charged  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of 
the  said  city,  for  any  process  or  judicial  proceedings  under  or  in  pursuance 
of  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  city,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  or  may  be 
chargeable  or  established  by  law  to  be  chargeable  and  receivable  by  justices 
of  the  peace  of  this  commonwealth  ;  and  the  high  constable  and  constables 
of  the  city  shall  be  entitled  to  have  and  receive  the  same  fees  as  are  or  may 
be  allowed  by  law  to  constables  within  this  commonwealth. 

II.  That  the  mayor  and  recorder,  and  the  several  aldermen,  before  whom 

1  The  duties  of  the  mayor  are  so  various,  that  to  place  them  all  under  the  head  of  Mayor 
would  require  the  reprinting  of  almost  all  the  laws  of  the  city,  for  there  is  scarcely  any  law  or 
ordinance  of  the  city,  in  which  there  is  not  some  duty  enjoined  upon  the  office  of  mayor.  For 
any  particular  duty  of  the  mayor,  see  chap,  on  the  subject. 
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any  of  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  inflicted  by  llie  laws  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  said  city  shall  be  recoverable,  shall,  once  inevery  three  months, 
render  an  account  thereof,  and  of  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom 
the  same  shall  have  been  recovered  and  received,  and  pay  the  amount 
thereof  to  the  treasurer  of  the  city. 

Passed  24th  Au>;usl,  1816,  ar.d  lecorJed  10th  Re]>tembei-,  1816,  in  Book  A.,  pai:t  9. 


ORDINANCE  OF  14TH  FEBRUARY,  1832. 

An  Ordinance  concerning  the  tnayor^s  vouchers.,  and  the  books,  papers, 
and  accounts,  in  the  hands  of  the  different  officers  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  the  mayor  shall  on 
his  removal  from  office,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  deliver  over  to  his 
successor  all  the  books,  papers,  and  accounts,  belonging  to  the  city,  in  his 
hands  as  mayor. 

II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  provide  at  the  expense  of 
the  ciiy,  a  bound  book,  with  proper  blanks,  therein,  in  which  book  he  shall 
carefully,  and  at  all  times,  enter  in  writing,  the  number,  date,  items, 
amount,  and  name  of  payee,  of  each  and  every  voucher  on  which  he  may 
have  drawn  his  warrant  on  the  city  treasurer,  so  that  the  same  may  aid  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  city  ;  which  book  the  mayor  shall  at 
all  times,  when  required,  produce  on  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the 
city  treasurer,  or  the  settlement  of  any  other  account,  when  the  production 
of  the  same  may  be  necessary  or  useful.' 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  JULY,  1840. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  entitled,  "  An  ordinance 
for  the  organization  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,"  passed  the  20th  day  of 
July,  A.  D.,181G. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  the  seal  of  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh  shall  be  kept  by  the  mayor  of  said  city,  who  shall  affix  the 
same  without  fee  or  reward,  to  all  ordinances  enacted  by  said  councils,  and 
to  all  contracts,  or  other  public  acts  between  the  city  and  any  other  person 
or  persons,  or  bodies  corporate,  or  politic,  whatsoever. 

II.  He  shall  affix  the  seal  to  every  commission  issued  by  him,  and  to 
all  official  actsi  and  documents  where  he  may  deem  the  authentication  of 
said  seal  proper,  and  for  said  services,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and 
receive  the  fee  hitherto  paid  to  the  recorder.^ 

III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  hereby  altered,  or  supplied, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  27th  July,  1840,  and  recorded  30th  July,  1840,  in  Book  A.,  page  275. 

1  This  ordinance  will  be  found  in  full  under  the  head  of  accounts,  page  26. 

2  Fee  paid  to  recorder  was  one  dollar. 
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COi\TEIVTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  7th  SEPTEMBER  1816  .,  Buildins?  materials  to  be  remnv,-t].  &c.,..  ..     ib 

No  drum  to  be  beat,  or  bell  to  be  rung  af-  ORDINANCE  OF  30th  JULY.  1827, 

ter  sunset 1     PenaUy   for  firing  squibs,   rockets,   &c.,  in 

No  bonfire  or  false  alarm  of  tire.  &c ib  f      the  streets 1 

Horses,  hogs,  &.C.,   not  to  run  at  large...  21  Penalty  for  filing  gun.s,  &(;.,   from  houses. 

Carters  <tc.,  not  to  drop  dirt,  &c.,  along  the        j      &c., ■•■• 2 

streets, 3  |  Penalty   for  perinitting  nersons  lo  fire  any 

Garbage,  offal,  <5cc.,  not  to  be  thrown  in  the        (      gun.  &c.,  from  any  house .3 

streets  &c., 9  )  Penalty  for  making  bonfires.  &c.,.  ...••••     4 

Regulations  as  to  privies, 10    Penalty  for  flying  kites 5 

Street  cninmissioner  may  enter  houses,  &c.,  '  How  fines  are  recoverable  under  tiiis  ordi- 

to  remove  nuisances, 11:      nance, 6 

Wood  or  coal  not  to  be  thrown  on  the  foot-        '  Repealing  clause 7 

ways, ^■2<        ORDINANCE    OF  26th   MAY    1828. 

Height  of  awning  rails 13  i  No  boxes  to  be  placed  on  the   pavement,..      1 

Horses  not  to  be  fed,  &c.,  in  the  stree  ts,. .    14!  Proviso, ib 

Regualtions  <jf  grates  over  vaults, 15  ;  Repealing  clause 2 

No  vault  to  be  dug  without  permission  from  j        ORDINANCE  OP   27th  MAY,  1833. 

councils, 16  ;  All  filth  to  be  put  into  the  river, 2 

Regulations  of  roofs,  outstairs,  &c., 17  J  Penalty, ib 

Goods,  &c.,  not  lobe   exposed  for  sale  in        !  Repealing  clause, 3 

thestreets, isi        ORDINANCE  OF  29th  SEPT.,  1834. 

Regulations  as  to  building  materials 20  I  Preamble. 

Houses  to  be  fenced  round  while  repair-  j  Time  prescribed  for  emptying  privies,  &c.,     1 

ing. 21  '  Penalty  for  violation, 2 

No  6ign_  to  project  into  the  street, 22  ^  Duty  of  the  mayor  and  street  commission- 
Regulations  as  to  bulk  windows  and  cellar        >      er, 3 

doors, 23  J  Penalty, ib 

Trees  may  be  planted  on  the  bank  of  the        ;  Proviso, ib 

Monongahela 24  >  Repealing  clause, 4 

Nauseous  liquor,  &c.,  not  to  be  thrown  in  the       j      ORDINANCE  OF  5th  AUGUST,  1839. 

streets, 25  j  No  goat  to  run  at  large, 1 

Nuisances  on  lots  of  the  city, 26  {Penalty, 1 

Penalty    for  injuring  watch-house,  lamps,  |       ORDINANCE  OF  29th  JULY,   1844. 

&c 27   All  filth  to  be  deposited  from  float  at  AUe- 

Paupers  to  be  removed 28  j      gheny  river 1 

Regulations  as  to  liine  houses,  lime,  &c.,..   29  ?  Repealing  clause,   3 

ORDINANCE  OF  7TH  SEPTEMBER,  1816. 

^n  Ordinance  for  the  suppression  of  nuisances,  and  introduction  of 
tvholesome  regulations  in  the  city. 

I.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall,  within  the  said  city,  beat  a  drum, 
or  without  lawful  authority,  ring  any  public  bell,  after  sunset,  or  at  anytime 
except  in  lawful  defence  of  person  or  property,  discharge  any  gun  orfire-arms, 
or  play  at  or  throw  any  metal  or  stone  bullet,  or  make  a  bon-iire,  or  raise  or 
create  any  false  alarm  of  fire,  he,  she  or  they  so  oftending,  shall  for  every 
such  offence,  on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  four  dollars, 

II.  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  shall  wilfully  suffer  his,  her  or  their 
horse  or  horses,  mare,  gelding,  mule,  ox,  hog  or  hog  to  run  at  large  in 
the  said  city,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending,  shall  for  each  offence,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  of  the  said  animals  so  running  at 
large,  the  sum  of  one  dollar :  And  every  of  the  before  mentioned  animals, 
so  found  running  at  large,  shall  be  consideied  as  a  public  and  common 
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nuisance,  and  it  shall  be  the  dut}-  of  the  city  constables,  or  either  of  them, 
to  seize  and  take  into  his  or  their  custody,  and  impound  every  of  the  said 
animals  so  found  running  at  large:  And  if  after  four  days'  public  notice, 
no  person  shall  come  forward,  claim  the  same,  and  pay  the  said  fine,  and 
all  costs  and  charges  attending  the  seizing  and  keeping  the  same,  then  and 
in  such  case,  every  such  animal  shall  be  sold  at  public  sale  by  any  of  the 
city  constables,  and  after  retaining  the  amount  of  reasonable  costs  and 
expenses,  such  constable  shall  pay  the  balance,  if  any,  to  the  mayor  for  the 
use  of  the  city. 

III.  That  if  any  person  shall  drive  or  cause  to  be  driven,  any  cart  or 
wagon  containing  earth,  dung,  filth,  or  any  rubbish  of  any  kind,  through 
any  square,  street  or  alley  in  the  city,  unless  such  cart  or  wagon  has  a 
good  and  sufficient  tail-board,  and  body  sufficiently  tight  and  close  at  the 
sides  and  bottom,  such  person  or  persons  so  offending,  shall  for  each  offence, 
on  conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  three  dollars. 

IV.  V.  and  VI.  See  carriages,  carts,  &c.,  page  47. 

VII.  See  streets. 

VIII.  Repealed. 

IX.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  cast  any  dead  carcase,  garbage, 
offal,  putrid  meat,  nauseous  liquor,  or  other  offensive  or  unwholesome 
matter  upon  any  square,  street  or  alley,  or  upon  the  shores  or  margin  of 
either  of  the  rivers  within  the  said  city,  or  so  near  the  limits  thereof,  as  to 
annoy  and  be  offensive  to  the  citizens  of  the  city,  the  same  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  a  common  nuisance,  and  shall  be  removed  accordingly,  and 
the  person  or  persons  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence, 
besides  the  expense  of  removing  the  same,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars. 

X.  That  any  person  about  to  sink  a  privy,  shall  call  on  the  street  com- 
missioner, and  obtain  in  writing  from  him  the  depth  which  the  same  shall 
be  sunk,  and  which  in  no  instance  shall  be  less  than  twelve  feet.  Every 
privy  shall  be  placed  at  least  two  feet  from  the  line  of  the  adjoining  lot, 
shall  be  walled  or  substantially  planked  so  as  effectually  to  prevent  them 
from  caving  in  upon  the  line  of  ihe  adjoining  property;  they  shall  be  made 
close  and  private,  and  shall  be  kept  from  nauseous  and  offensive  smells  to 
the  neighborhood ;  and  when  any  privy  vault,  or  sink  for  a  privy,  shall  be 
otherwise  than  aforesaid,  placed,  constructed,  or  kept,  the  same  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  a  pubhc  nuisance,  and  the  owner,  possessor  or  occupier  of 
the  same  neglectinfj  the  correction  or  removal  of  such  nuisance  after  noti- 
fication  from  the  street  commissioner  to  do  so,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  twenty  dollars,  and  shall  also  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  week  the  same 
is  continued  after  notice,  the  further  sum  often  dollars. 

XI.  That  the  street  commissioner  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  enter  into  and  upon  any  lot  or  lots,  house  or  houses, 
or  any  private  property,  and  remove  therefrom,  at  the  expense  of 
the  owner,  or  occupier  of  the  same,  any  and  all  common  nuisances ;  and 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  cast,  keep,  or  suffer  to  remain  in  or  upon 
his,  her  or  their  shop,  house,  building,  yard,  lot,  or  lots,  or  in  or  upon  any 
private  property  whatsoever,  within  the  said  city,  any  dead  carcase,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  any  garbage,  offal,  putrid  meat,  or  any  other  nauseous, 
putrid  or  offensive  matter,  which  shall  annoy,  be  offensive  or  miwhole- 
some  to  the  neighborhood,  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  common 
nuisance,  and  the  person  or  persons  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay, 
besides  the  expense  of  removing  the  same,  (when  such  removal  is  done  by 
the  street  commissioner)  a  fine  not  exceeding  ten,  nor  less  than  two  dollars, 
for  each  and  every  offence. 
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XII.  That  neither  cord  wood  nor  coal  shall  be  thrown  or  piled  upon 
the  footways  of  the  said  city,  but  the  same  shall  be  thrown  or  piled  upon 
the  side  of  the  cartways,  leaving  a  free  passage  for  wagons  and  carriages, 
and  shall  be  removed  and  taken  away,  within  twelve  hours  from  the  time 
the  same  is  thrown  down,  or  placed  on  the  square,  street  or  alley,  and 
every  person  who  shall  oftend  herein,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two 
dollars  for  every  such  offence. 

XIII.  That  every  rail  which  shall  be  or  remain  placed  or  fixed  above 
the  curb-stones  and  near  the  gutters  in  any  square,  street  or  alley  of  the 
said  city,  for  the  purpose  of  fastening  thereto  any  awning,  shall  be  at 
least  seven  feet  from  the  lower  side  thereof  down  to  the  brick  pavement 
under  it,  and  every  person  who  shall  use  any  such  rail,  which  shall  not 
be  so  fixed  and  of  the  said  height  above  the  brick  pavement  under  it,  shall 
forfeit  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  two  dollars ;  and  every  rail  fixed 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid  which  shall  not  be  the  height  aforesaid,  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  a  common  nuisance,  and  as  such  shall  be  taken  down  and 
removed. 

XIV.  That  no  person  whatever  shall  set  or  place  any  trough  or  other 
vessel  in  any  square,  street  or  alley  of  the  said  city,  for  the  purpose  of 
watering  or  feeding  horses  or  cattle  thereat,  under  the  penalty  of  two  dol- 
lars for  every  offence  ;  nor  shall  any  person  lead,  drive  or  ride  horses  or 
cattle  to  any  public  pump  in  any  of  the  squares,  streets  or  alleys  of  the 
said  city,  for  the  purpose  of  watering  them,  under  the  penalty  of  one 
dollar  for  every  such  offence. 

XV.  That  every  owner  or  owners  of  vaults  over  which  agrafe  or  grates 
are  placed,  shall  cause  the  said  grate  or  grates  to  be  made  of  good  iron 
bars  of  one  inch  square,  if  eighteen  inches  long,  and  so  in  proportion  to 
the  length  of  the  bar ;  the  said  bar  to  be  laid  crosswise  of  the  street,  and 
and  the  space  between  the  bars  not  to  exceed  one  inch  and  a  quarter  of 
an  inch ;  and  the  said  grate  or  grates  shall  be  fixed  in  a  strong  frame  of 
stone,  cast  iron  or  locust,  the  scantling  of  which  to  be  at  least  six  inches 
square,  for  a  bar  of  eighteen  inches  long,  and  so  in  proportion  for  the 
length  of  the  bar,  the  frame  to  be  laid  solid  on  the  wall  of  the  opening  of 
the  said  vault,  and  the  upper  side  of  the  frame  level  with  the  pavement; 
and  the  wall  of  the  opening,  the  arch  of  the  vault,  and  the  grate  or  grates 
always  to  be  kept  in  good  order  and  repair  by  the  owner  or  possessor 
thereof;  and  every  person  who  shall  herein  offend,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

XVI.  That  no  vaults  shall  be  hereafter  dug  under  any  of  the  squares, 
streets  or  alleys  of  the  said  city,  without  leave  being  first  had  and  obtained 
from  the  councils  of  the  city,  who  shall  judge  of  the  necessity  and  limit 
the  dimensions  of  the  same,  and  which  shall  in  no  instance  extend  beyond 
the  curb  stone ;  and  any  person  herein  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for 
every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  forty  dollars,  and  shall  also  desist  from 
and  fill  up  the  same. 

XVII.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  permitted  to  extend  his,  her 
or  their  roof  or  roofs  of  houses  over  the  street  further  than  may  be  neces- 
sary for  a  reasonable  cornice  of  the  same:  nor  shall  he,  she  or  they  erect 
or  be  permitted  to  keep  up  and  continue  any  out-stairs,  out-shots  or  build- 
ings whatsover,  which  overhang,  or  in  way  extend  upon  or  obstruct  any 
street,  lane,  alley,  public  square  or  pavement  in  the  city  aforesaid  ;  and  for 
every  such  offence,  the  person  so  offending,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars. 
And  it  is  hereby  expressly  enjoined  upon  and  declared  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  mayor,  and  street  commissioner,  forthwith    to  cause  all  such  stairs. 
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out-shots  projecting  roofs,  and  erections,  to  be  removed  at  the  proper  coat 
and  expense  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  wliich  expense  shall  be 
recovered  in  the  same  way  that  fines  and  forfeitures  are  recoverable  under 
the  ordinances  of  the  said  city.  Provided  always.  That  in  such  cases 
where  the  houses  and  other  buildings  already  erected  on  the  side  of  the 
said  foot  pavement  cannot  have  reasonable  or  convenient  access  and  entries 
made  to  them,  by  any  other  passage  than  the  out-stairs  and  the  steps  al- 
ready made  and  erected,  that  the  said  mayor  and  street  commissioner  shall 
only  have  it  in  their  power  to  order  the  said  out-stairs  and  steps  to  be 
altered  and  narrowed  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  occupy  more  than  four 
feet  of  the  breadth  of  the  foot  pavement  in  any  street,  nor  more  than  two 
feet  eight  inches  in  breadth  on  any  alley;  and  that  in  future,  when  it  may 
be  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  regulation  or  digging  down  of  any 
street  or  alley,  to  have  out-stairs  erected  to  any  house,  built  before  such 
digging  down  or  regulation,  to  afford  reasonable  access  to  the  same,  then 
and  in  such  case  it  may  be  lawful  to  build  and  erect  the  same :  Provided, 
That  in  no  instance  they  exceed  the  dimensions  hereinbefore  directed. 

XVIII.  That  if  any  merchant,  shop-keeper,  tradesman,  mechanic,  or 
other  person  or  persons,  shall  place  or  bring  out  upon  any  street,  side,  or 
foot  pavement,  within  the  city  aforesaid,  either  on  stalls,  benches  or  other- 
wise, any  goods,  commodities,  provisions  or  other  matter  or  thing  whatsoever 
and  shall  expose  the  same  for  sale,  show  or  inspection,  in  s\ich  streets  or 
pavement,  every  person  so  offending,  shall  for  every  such  offence,  pay  the 
sum  of  two  dollars,  and  be  obliged  to  remove  such  stall,  bench,  goods,  or 
commodities,  or  other  things  forthwith,  from  such  street  or  pavement.' 

XIX.  Supplied. 

XX.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  place  building  materials  want- 
ed for  immediate  use,  on  the  side  of  the  cart  ways  of  the  public  squares, 
streets  and  alleys,  but  not  on  any  of  the  footways ;  Provided  always, 
that  the  same  materials,  of  what  kind  so  ever,  be  placed  and  put  up  in 
regular  and  compact  forms  or  heaps,  placing  lumber,  boards,  logs,  and 
scantling  lengthwise  along  the  street,  and  piling  stones  and  bricks  in  ob- 
long squares,  the  longest  side  running  with  the  street  or  alley,  and  so  ex- 

1  A  merchant  may  have  his  goods  placed  in  the  street,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  them  into 
his  store  in  a  reasonable  time;  fcut he  has  no  right  to  keep  them  in  the  street  for  the  purpose  of 
selling  them  there.  Comynomvealthv?,.  Fassmore,  1  Sergt.andRawle,iV!.  There  is  no  difference 
between  the  case  of  a  public  auctioneer  and  a  private  merchant.  An  auctioneer  has  noi  a  right 
to  place  goods  intended  for  sale  in  the  public  streets,  because  there  is  no  necessity  in  the  case. 
Ibid.  A  proviso  in  a  city  ordinance,  which  exempts  auctioneers  from  the  penalties  imposed  on 
other  persons,  who  place  goods  in  the  street,  does  not  render  them  less  liable  to  the  penalties  of 
a  nuisance  at  common  law.  Ibid.  Whether  a  corporation  has  the  power  to  license  a  nuisance, 
dubitator.     Ibid. 

All  such  obstructions  as  are  enumerated  in  this  2d  sec,  are  also  indictable,  and  punishable  as 
common  nuisances.  This  question  was  fully  decided  by  the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of  The 
Commonwealth  vs.  Thaddeus  Wcntworth,  on  the  7th  March.  1S2.'5.  The  defendant  v.'as  indicted  in 
the  mayor's  court  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  nuisance,  in  obstructing  one  of  the  public 
streets  of  the  city.  The  cause  was  removed  by  certiorari  to  the  supreme  court.  A  special  ver- 
dict was  taken  at  the  trial,  reserving  the  question  of  law,  arising  on  the  facts,  for  the  decision  of 
the  court  in  bank.  The  facts  found  by  the  special  verdict,  were  in  substance  these  : — That  the 
defendant  had  placed  on  a  part  of  the  pavement  or  footway,  on  the  west  side  of  Delaware 
Third  street,  and  adjoining  the  house  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Third  and  High  streets,  a  stall 
three  feet  in  height,  three  feet  in  breadth,  and  eight  feet  in  length,  on  which  wa.s  exposed  to 
sale,  fruit  and  confectionary.  And  that  the  defendant  paid  to  the  owner  of  the  said  house,  a  cer- 
tain rent  for  the  use  of  that  part  of  the  pavement  adjoining  thereto.  Tlie  matter  was  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  court,  who  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  That  this  occupation  of  apart 
of  thepublic  street  was  illegal,  and  the  defendant  was  guilty  of  the  rmismice  for  which  he  was  indicted. 

Constables  are  indictable  for  a  nuisance,  who  conduct  a  sale  under  an  execution  in  the  public 
streets  of  the  city,  thereby  obstructing  the  passage.  If  two  persons  are  indicted  for  such  nui- 
sance, if  they  acted  separately,  and  each  conducted  his  own  eale,  and  one  obstructed  the  pas- 
sage, and  the  other  did  not,  the  jury  may  convict  one  and  acquit  the  other.  See  The  Common- 
iDealth  against  Mitliman  and  another,  13  Sergl.and  Rawle,  403. 
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ercising  this  privilege  as  to  obstruct  the  way  as  little  as  may  be  necessary, 
leavino-  the  gutters  free  and  unobstructed,  and  a  passage  for  wagons  of  one- 
half  the  width  of  the  street ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  place 
building  materials  in  the  public  square,  or  any  of  the  streets  or  alleys,  con- 
trary to  the  provision  herein  contained,  he,  she  or  they  offending,  on  con- 
viction thereof  shall  pay  a  line  of  five  dollars ;  provided  the  street  com- 
missioner shall  have  power  on  taking  into  consideration^the  situation  of 
the  building,  and  the  thoroughfare  and  business  of  the  Street  on  which  it 
is  erected,  to  grant  permission  in  writing  to  any  carpenter  to  occupy  the 
street  for  seventy-two  hours,  and  no  longer,  for  the  purpose  of  framing  the 
raising  floors  of  the  building. 

XXI.  That  when  it  is  necessary  to  take  down  or  unroof  any  houses 
and  tenements  fronting  the  public  square,  streets  or  alleys  of  the  said  city, 
or  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  perform  any  other  work  upon  the  said 
houses  or  tenements,  whereby  risk  shall  arise  of  stones,  slate,  timber  or 
any  other  materials  falling  upon  the  foot  pavements  that  every  person  or 
persons  carrying  on,  or  causing  to  be  done,  such  work,  shall,  at  his,  her 
or  their  expense,  fence  round,  or  cause  to  be  fenced  round  with  a  sufficient 
rail,  rope  or  fence,  those  parts  of  the  said  foot  pavement  which  are  oppo- 
site to  the  said  houses  or  tenements,  and  shall  uphold  the  same  during  the 
time  of  the  said  works,  so  as  to  be  a  caution  to  and  prevent  persons  from 
being  hurt  by  such  works  ;  and  when  the  said  work  is  performed,  to  re- 
move the  said  fences  and  all  dirt  or  rubbish  occasioned  by  such  works. — 
And  if  any  person  shall  herein  offend,  or  violate  any  of  the  provisions 
in  this  section  contained,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending,  on  conviction  there- 
of shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars. 

XXII.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  mavor  and  street  com- 
missioner, to  cause  to  be  removed  and  taken  down,  all  signs,  sign-posts, 
boards,  barber,  or  other  poles,  projecting  into,  or  hanging  over  any  of  the 
foot  pavements,  streets,  alleys  or  squares  ;  and  that  in  future  all  signs 
and  signboards  (except  as  is  hereinafter  excepted)  sha^l  be  affixed  close  on 
or  flat  to  the  wall  or  front  of  houses  whereunto  they  respectively  belono-; 
except  tavern  signs  where  stabling  and  other  accommodation  for  travelers 
is  kept,  which  may  project  from  the  front  of  their  respective  houses  over 
the  foot  pavements,  not  coming  within  less  than  twelve  feet  of  the  same  ; 
and  when  the  inn  or  tavern-house  stands  at  a  corner,  a  sign-post  may  be 
used,  (but  in  no  other  instance)  provided  the  same  beset  at  the  corner,  and 
in  a  range  with  the  curb-stone.  And  any  person  or  persons  off'ending 
against  or  violating  the  provisions  in  this  section  contained,  shall  have  his, 
her  or  their  sign  or  sign-post  removed,  at  his,  her,  or  their  cost  and  ex- 
pense, and  be  also  fined  in  the  sum  of  three  dollars.' 

XXIII.  That  encroachments  shall  not  be  made  on  any  foot  pavement, 
street,  square  or  alley,  within  the  city,  by  building,  or  setting  up  any 
bulk,  jut-window,  or  incumbrance  whatsoever,  whereby  the  passage  shall 
be  incommoded.  Nor  shall  any  person  or  persons,  make,  build,  or  set  up 
any  cellar  doors,  jambs  or  steps,  which  shall  extend  beyond  the  distance 
of  four  feet  upon  the  foot-way,  in  any  street,  and  in  every  alley  the  cellar 
door  shall  be  laid  flat  and  parallel  with  the  pavement  of  such  alley.  And 
every  person  or  persons  so  ofl^ending,  shall  on  conviction  thereof,  pay  a 

1  The  return  to  a  certiorari,  on  a  recovery  before  the  mayor,  <5cc.,  in  debt,  on  a  by-law  need, 
not  set  out  the  evidence  ;  it  is  no  conviction.  It  is  a  fatal  exception  to  such  a  recovery  that  a 
summons  has  issued  on  two  diiferent  charges,  and  a  judgment  had  on  one,  without  takino- no- 
tice of  the  other.  A  city  ordinance  inflicting  a  penalty  on  persons  placing  goods  on  their 
porches  or  cellar  doors,  projecting  more  than  six  inches  into  the  street  is  bad.  See  notes  at 
the  end  of  this  chapter,  and  tlie  case  of  CMisie,  vs.  Baker,  1  Yeates,  471. 
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fine  of  ten  dollars  ;  and  shall  forthwith  remove  or  cause  the  said  nuisance 
to  be  removed. 

XXIV.  That  itshall  be  lawful  to  plant  on  the  bank  of  the  Monongahela 
river,  ornamental  shade  trees,  provided  the  same  do  not  incommode  the 
passage ;  that  they  be  set  on  the  side  of  the  street  next  the  water,  and  so 
as  not  to  stop  or  obstruct  the  passage  of  water  along  the  gutters ;  and  so 
that  the  roots  will  not  injure  or  raise  the  pavement:  when  any  of  these 
injurious  effects  are  produced,  such  trees  then  become  a  nuisance,  and  the 
street  commissioner  shall  forthwith  remove  the  same. 

XXV.  That  if  any  brewer,  distiller,  soap-boiler,  tallow-chandler,  or  tan- 
ner within  the  said  city,  shall  by  themselves,  their  agents,  journeymen  or 
apprentices,  discharge  out  of,  or  from  any  brew-house,  still-house,  work- 
shop or  yard,  foul  and  nauseous  liquor  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  or  oflensive 
matter,  into  or  upon  any  adjacent  ground,  or  into  any  well,  vault  or  sink, 
or  in  or  upon  any  square,  street,  alley  or  public  ground  of  the  said 
city,  every  person  so  offending,  and  being  legally  thereof  convicted,  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more 
than  twenty  dollars, 

XXVI.  That  when  any  nuisance  or  other  offence  shall  be  committed  on 
any  lot,  or  piece  of  ground  belonging  to  the  said  city,  the  same  fine  shall  be 
inflicted,  and  the  same  proceedings,  had,  as  if  such  ofience  had  been  com- 
mitted on  any  street  of  the  city. 

XXVII.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  destroy,  or  injure  in  any 
way  whatsoever,  any  part  of  the  market-house,  weigh-house,  scales,  watch- 
house,  watch-box,  lamps,  hay-scale,  any  public  wharf,  fire-engine-house, 
fire-apparatus,  or  any  other  public  property  whatsoever  within  the  said 
city,  he  she  or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars,  and  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  besides 
the  amountof  the  costs  and  expenses  of  repairing  the  same:  Provided,  That 
when  the  injury  is  accidental,  no  further  fines  shall  be  imposed  than  the 
amount  of  the  costs  and  expenses  of  repairing  the  same. 

XXVIII.  Whereas  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  notwithstanding  they  pay 
a  very  high  annual  poor  tax,  and  support  a  number  of  paupers,  yet  they 
are  almost  daily  tormented  by  idle  and  lazy   persons  and  sturdy  beggars 
who  infest  the  city,  and  go  through  the  streets  asking  charity,  and  many 
others  who  may  be  real  objects  of  charity  are  frequently  sent  from   their 
proper  place  of  residence  to  this  city,  in  hopes  of  gaining  a  settlement,  and 
becoming  chargeable  upon  the  citizens  thereof. — Be  it  therefore  enacted. 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  said  city,  or  any  of  them,  to 
take   the  legal  steps  for  preventing  persons  of  the  above  description  from 
gaining  settlements  in  the  said  city,  so  as  to  become  chargeable  upon  the 
citizens  thereof.     And  it  is  hereby  specially  enjoined  upon  and  declared  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  mayor,  the  high  constable,  and  the  city  constables,  and 
every  of  them,  to  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed  without  the  limits  of 
the  city  aforesaid,  any  sturdy  beggar,  or  lazy,  idle,  drunken  person,  who 
may  be  found  going  through  the  city  and  begging  in  the  streets  and  at  the 
doors  of  the  citizens  ;  and  for  so  removing  every  such  person,  the  consta- 
ble shall  receive  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  city  treasury. 
And  if  any  such  person  as  aforesaid,  after  he  or  slie  has  been  so  removed, 
shall  return  into  the  snia  city,  and  pursue  such  like  conduct   as  aforesaid, 
he  or  she  so  offending  shall  be  arrested  and  taken  before  the  mayor  or  any 
alderman  of  the  city,  and  fined  in  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned 
for  the  space  of  forty-eight  hours. 

XXIX.  That  when  any  person  shall  be  about  to  erect  or  repair  any 
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house  or  building  within  the  city,  he  or  she  may  be  permitted  to  occupy  a 
part  of  the  square  or  street,  by  placing  a  lime-house  thereon,  provided  the 
same  is  placed  on  the  side  of  the  cart-way,  leaving  a  sufficient  passage  for 
wagons,  and  not  interfering  with  the  foot- ways,  nor  in  any  way  obstructing  the 
gutters:  and  in  making  mortar  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  same  regulations 
shall  be  observed.  And  dry  lime  shall  not  be  sifted  or  riddled  on  any 
public  square,  street  or  alley  of  the  said  city,  unless  within  such  an  enclo- 
sure as  not  to  incommode  the  citizens,  or  annoy  passengers  on  the  squares, 
streets  or  alleys;  and  if  any  person  shall  place  any  lime-house,  make 
mortar,  or  sift  lime,  contrary  to  the  provisions  herein  contamed,  he  or  she, 
so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  five 
dollars.  And  if  any  person  shall  suffer  any  scaffold  poles,  boards, 
mortar,  lime-core,  brick-bats,  shavings,  lumber,  sand,  building  materials  or 
rubbish  of  any  kind,  to  remain  on  any  street,  square  or  alley  for  more  than 
two  weeks  after  any  new  building  about  which  the  same  has  been  used, 
shall  be  covered  in  ;  or  in  case  of  repairs,  for  more  than  forty-eight  hours 
after  the  repairs  are  made,  or  after  any  street  commissioner  shall  h&ve 
given  notice  for  the  removal  thereof,  he  or  she  so  offending  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars  ;  and  shall  also  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
five  dollars  for  every  twenty-four  hours  that  the  same  shall  so  remain  after  it 
should  have  been  removed  as  aforesaid. 

Passed  Sept.  7th,  1816,  recorded  Sept.  27th,  1816,  in  Book  A.,  page  28.  '  . 


ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  JULY,  1827. 

An  additional  Ordinance  '■'■for  the  suppression  of  nuisayices  and  enforc- 
ing useful  regulations  within  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.'^ 

I.  That  if  any  person  shall  throw,  cast  or  fire  any  squibs,  rockets,  or 
other  fireworks,  in,  or  into  any  of  the  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  of  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh,  every  such  person,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  of- 
fence, a  sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars. 

II.  That  if  any  person  shall  fire  off  or  discharge  wantonly  and  without 
any  reasonable  cause,  any  gun,  pistol,  fowling  piece,  or  any  other  fire- 
arms, at  any  place  or  from  any  house,  within  the  city,  or  in  any  of  the 
streets,  alleys  or  highways  of  the  said  city,  such  person  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

III.  That  if  any  person  shall,  without  any  reasonable  cause,  allow  or 
permit  any  person  to  fire  off  or  discharge,  at  or  from  his  or  her  house,  in 
the  said  city,  any  gun,  pistol,  or  other  fire-arms,  every  such  person  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

IV.  That  if  any  person  shall  make  or  assist  to  make,  any  bon-fire,  or 
wantonly  and  unnecessarily  burn  any  shavings,  or  other  combustible  mat- 
ter, in  any  of  the  public  streets,  alleys,  wharfs  or  squares  in  said  city, 
every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum 
of  five  dollars. 

V.  That  if  any  person  shall  fly  any  kite,  in  any  of  the  streets,  lanes, 
allevs  or  public  squares,  in  the  said  city,  every  such  person,  so  offending, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

VI.  That  each  and  every  fine,  forfeiture  and  penalty,  imposed  by  this 
ordinance,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit, 
before  the  mayor,  or  any  alderman  of  said  city  ;  and  one  half  of  everv 
such  fine,  forfeiture  or  penalty,  so  recovered  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  the  said  city,  and  the  other  half  thereof  shall  belong 


124  NUISANCES. 

and  go  the  use   of  the  person  who  shall  sue  tor  and  recover  the  same  in 
the  manner  aforesaid. 

VII.  That  each  and  every  part  of  any  ordinance,  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  ordinance,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  30th  July,  1827,  and  recorded  3d  August,  1827,  iu  Book  A.,  page  100. 


ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  MAY,  1828. 

I.  That  if  any  merchant,  shop-keeper,  tradesman  or  any  other  person, 
or  persons  whatever,  shall  place  any  boxes,  barrels,  kegs,  tuns,  hogsheads, 
crates,  bales  or  packages  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  or  any  iron,  steel,  lead, 
copper,  brass,  or  other  metals,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  in  the  bulk 
or  package  in  any  square,  street  or  alley  of  the  said  city,  (except  for  the 
purpose  of  immediately  loading  or  unloading,  or  removing  or  storing  away 
into  any  shops,  warehouses,  cellars  or  other  departments,)  the  same  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  and  common  nuisance,  and  such  person  or 
persons  aforesaid,  shall  on  being  convicted,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  with  the  costs  of  suit,  besides  the  ex- 
pense (in  case  it  is  by  the  street  commissioner)  of  removing  such  nuis- 
ance:  Provided  however,  Thatany  merchant,  shop-keeper,  or  tradesman, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  permitted  to  occupy  so  much  of  the.  side  walks 
of  any  of  the  streets  in  said  city,  immediately  in  front  of  his,  her  or  their 
store,  warehouse  or  shop,  during  the  hours  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  (Sun- 
days excepted,)  as  may  be  convenient  for  the  temporary  deposit  of  any 
box,  bale,  barrel  or  other  package  of  merchandise,  leaving,  however,  of 
said  side  walk,  on  Market  street,  a  free  and  unobstructed  passage  of  at 
least  four  feet  between  the  line  of  said  street  and  the  outer  edge  of  the 
curb-stone,  and  leaving  of  the  sidewalks  on  all  the  other  streets  in  said 
city,  a  free  and  unobstructed  passage  of  at  least  five  feet  between  the  line 
of  said  streets  and  the  outer  edge  of  the  curb-stones  respectively. 

II.  That  the  eighth  section  of  the  ordinance  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, and  so  much  of  said  ordinance  as  is  hereby  supplied,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  26th  May,  1828,  and  recorded  24th  June,  1828,  in  Eo  .k  A.,  page  133. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  MAY,  1833. 

An  Ordinance  concerning  the  deposit  of  offensive  matter,  ^c. 

I.  Obsolete. 

II.  That  so  soon  as  the  street  commissioner  has  prepared  the  above 
mentioned  float,  he  shall  give  due  notice  thereof,  by  one  publication  in 
each  of  the  papers  of  the  city,  and  after  notice  is  given  as  aforesaid,  the 
float  so  prepared  shall  be  the  only  place  of  deposit  for  filth,  which  shall  be 
tilted  by  the  person  conveying  the  same,  clear  of  the  float,  and  for  every 
violation  of  this  ordinance,  the  person  so  off'ending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  ten  dollars  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  mayor  or  any  alderman 
of  the  city. 

III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  supplied  by  this,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed.' 

Passed  May  27,   1833. 

1  First  part  of  this  section  supplied  :  see  ordinance  of  29th  July,  1844. 


NUISANCES.  125 

*       ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  SEPTEMBER,  1834. 

Whereas,  Experience  has  shown,  that  the  existing  regulations  with 
regard  to  the  emptying  and  cleansing  of  privies  and  necessary  houses,  are 
entirely  inadequate  to  protect  the  inhabitants  against  the  evil  consequences 
arising  from  such  emptying  and  cleansing  being  performed  during  the  Iieat 
of  the  weather,  when  the  exhalations  of  hydrogen  and  other  poisonous 
gases  infect  the  atmosphere,  rendering  it  impure  and  unwholesome,  and  of 
consequence  affecting  the  general  health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants : 
Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  4'C.,  That  from  and  after  the  passing 
this  ordinance,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  empty  or 
cleanse  any  privy  or  necessary  house,  m  ith  the  exception  of  such  privies 
as  are  called  "  portable  privies,"  and  are  too  small  to  remain  unemptied, 
within  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  between  the  first  day  of  May  and  the  first 
day  of  November,  in  each  and  every  year  hereafter,  without  a  special  per,- 
mit,  in  writing,  from  the  mayor  or  street  commissioner,  for  the  time  being, 
for  so  doing,  in  such  cases  as  are  hereinafter  provided  for,  in  the  third 
section  of  this  ordinance. 

II.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  proceed  to  empty  or  cleanse  any 
privy  or  necessary  house,  with  the  exception  of  such  privies  as  are  called 
"portable  privies,"  and  are  too  small  to  remain  unemptied,  witliin  thecitvof 
Pittsburghbetweenthesaidfirstdaysof  May  and  November,  in  any  year  here- 
eafter,  by  hauling,  carrying,  or  in  any  manner  conveying  the  contents  thereof, 
either  by  day  orby  night,  along  any  ofthe  streets, lanes  or  alleys  of  the  said  city, 
or  by  depositing  the  same  upon  any  lot,  public  or  private,  or  upon  the  shore  or 
beach  of  either  of  the  rivers,  within  the  said  city,  every  such  person 
so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  such  offence,  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  five  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  the 
mayor,  or  any  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said  city,  or  in  the  mayor's  court 
of  said  city  for  the  use  of  the  said  city,  in  such  manner  and  form  as  sim- 
ilar fines  and  penalties  are  by  law  recoverable : — and  it  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  the  especial  duty  of  the  city  solicitor,  upon  the  information  of  the 
mayor  or  any  of  the  aldermen,  to  proceed  and  recover  such  fine  or  penalty, 
without  delay,  according  to  law. 

III.  That  if  at  any  time  hereafter,  between  the  said  first  days  of  Mav 
and  November,  any  privy  or  necessary  house  shall  be  declared  to  be  a 
public  nuisance,  by  the  proper  authority,  according  to  the  provisions  ofthe 
existing  city  ordinances  relating  thereto,  and  itbe  deemed  necessary  by  the 
mayor  or  street  commissioner,  after  legal  investigation,  that  the  said  nui- 
sance be  forthwith  abated,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  mayor  or  street 
commissioner  for  the  time  being,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and 
required  to  grant  to  the  owner  or  occupier  of  such  privy  or  necessary 
house,  a  permit  in  writing  to  empty  and  cleanse  the  same  between  the  hours 
of  11  o'clock,  P.  M.  and  3  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  any  day  or  time  between  the 
said  first  days  of  May  and  November;  the  contents  of  such  privy  or  neces- 
sary house  to  be  deposited  at  such  place  or  places  as  may  be  directed  by 
the  street  commissioner,  and  in  no  other,  so  as  not  to  obstruct  the  free  use 
and  occupancy  of  any  public  or  private  property,  and  not  to  annoy,  injure 
or  incommode  any  ofthe  inhabitants  ofthe  said  city,  under  the  penalty  of  not 
less  than  five  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  from  the  per- 
son or  persons  offending,  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  is  directed  in  the 
preceding  section  of  this  ordinance :  Provided,  however.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  to  excuse  or  exonerate  the  owner 
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or  occupier  of  such  privy  or  necessary  house,  from  the  payment  of  any 
fine  or  penalty  imposed  on  persons  suffering  their  privies  or  necessary 
houses  to  become  public  nuisances,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  exist- 
ing city  ordinances  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

IV.  That  so  much  of  the  ordinance,  entitled  "  An  ordinance  concerning 
the  deposite  of  offensive  matter,"  &c.,  passed  on  the  27th  of  May,  1833, 
and  all  other  ordinances,  or  such  parts  thereof,  as  are  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  ordinance,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  29th  Sepieiiiber,  18:i4,  and  ri-covded  7(li  October,  1834,  in  Book  A.,  pages  190-97. 


ORDINANCE  OF    5TH  AUGUST,  1839. 

An  Ordinance  for  the  suppression  of  certain  nuisances. 

That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next,  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  suffer  his,  her,  or  their  goat  or  goats  to  run  at  large  within  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  he,  she,  or  they  so  offending,  shall  for  each  offence,  on 
conviction  thereof,  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  of  the  said  animals,  so  running 
at  large,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  ;  and  every  of  the  before  mentioned  ani- 
mals so  found  running  at  large,  shall  be  considered  as  a  public  and  com- 
mon nuisance  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  constables,  or  either 
of  them,  to  seize  and  take  into  his  or  their  custody,  and  impound  every  of 
the  said  animals  so  found  running  at  large.  And  if,  after  four  days 
public  notice,  no  person  shall  come  forward  to  claim  the  same,  and  pay 
the  said  fine,  and  all  costs  and  charges  attending  the  keeping  and  seizing 
of  the  same,  then,  and  in  such  case,  every  such  animal  shall  be  sold  at 
public  sale  by  any  of  the  city  constables  ;  and  after  retaining  the  sum  of 
seventy-five  cents  for  the  capture  and  impounding  of  said  animal  or  ani- 
mals, and  all  otVier  reasonable  costs  and  expenses,  such  constable  shall 
pay  the  balance,  if  any,  to  the  mayor  for  the  use  of  the  city. 

Paseed  5th  August,  1839,  and  recorded  7th  August,  1839,  in  Book  A.,  page  268. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  JULY,  1841. 

An  Ordinance  amending  an  ordinance  respecting  the  deposit  of  filth, 
passed  the  ilth  May,  1833. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  wharfmaster  of  the  Allegheny  wharf, 
under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  wharves  and  landings,  to  procure 
a  float,  and  keep  it  moored  with  a  chain  cable,  at  some  convenient  place 
between  the  foot  of  Pitt  street  and  the  point,  which  shall  be  the  only  place 
of  deposit  for  filth,  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance  passed  27th  May,  1833. 

II.  Obsolete. 

III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  supplied  by  this,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law,  in  councils,  this  29th  day  of  July,  A.  D..  1844. 


NOTE. 
The  case  o^  Carlisle  againet  Baker,  as  reported  in  1  Yeates,  471,  decided  eeveral  important 
points  of  law,  with  regard  to  the  powers  of  the  corporation  of  Fhiladelpkin  to  enact  regulations 
respecting  cellar  doors,  porches,  jut-windows,  &c.,and  also  with  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
aldermen  under  the  ordinances  of  the  city  :  andthe  whi.le  case  is  here  given,  as  well  for  general 
information  as  for  convenient  reference. 
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Alexander  Carlisle,   f 

vs.  ^  Certiorari  to  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Samuel  Baker,  ) 

The  mayor  returned,  that  the  defendant  was  summoned  before  him  to  answer  the  plaintiff  in 
a  plea  of  debt  under  40s.  "for  placing  goods  on  the  footway  of  the  stieet,  and  on  his  porch,''  con- 
trary to  an  ordinance  of  the  mayor,  alderman  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  entided  "A  supple- 
"ment,  to  an  ordinance  entitled  'An  ordinance  for  the  suppression  of  nuisances,  and  enforcim^ 
'•useful  regulations  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia."  The  defendant  appeared  before  him  on  the 
2d  November,  1792,  and  the  cause  was  adjourned  until  the  7th  November,  when  the  parties  again 
appeared,  and  after  a  full  hearing  of  the  parties  and  their  proofs,  the  mayor  gave  judgment  on 
the  merits  of  the  case,  that  the  plaintiff  recover  of  the  defendant  15s.  whereof  7s.  fid.  to  be  to  the 
use  of  the  plaintiff,  and  7s.  6d.  for  the  use  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
with  costs  of  suit. 

The  ordinance  of  the  city,  on  which  the  recovery  was  had,  was  enacted  on  the  ISth  June,  1790, 
and  inflicted  a  penalty  of  two  dollars  on  every  persoii  who  shall  place  goods.  &c.,  on  any  porch, 
or  on  or  over  a  cellar  door,  or  shall  suspend  them  from  a  penthouse,  so  that  the  same  uroject 
more  than  six  inches  towards  the  street,  to  be  recovered  with  costs,  before  the  mavor  or  any 
alderman,  in  like  manner  as  debts  under  40s.,  one  moiety  to  the  use  of  .he  person  who  will  sue  for 
the  same,  and  the  oiher  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  city.  It  also  inflicted  a  like  penriltv,  to  be  re- 
covered in  like  manner,  with  costs,  and  for  the  same  uses,  on  every  person  who  shall"  place  any 
trunks  &c.,  or  any  goods,  &.C.,  on  or  over  any  part  of  the  brick  or  stone  pavement,  or  on  the  foot 
or  cartway  of  any  street. 

This  return  was  argued  at  t  he  last  September  term,  by  Mr.  Wilcocks  for  the  plaintiff,  and  by 
Mr.  Wells  for  the  defendant. 

The  first  exception  taken  by  the  defendant,  was,  that  the  evidence  was  not  set  out,  which  is 
necessary  in  every  conviction,  in  order  that  the  court  may  judge  whether  the  justices  have  done 
right.     4  Burr.  2063,  2279.     Doug,  469. 

Sedper  Curiam.  This  is  no  conviction.  It  is  a  qui  tarn  action  of  debt,  by  the  plaintiff,  under  a 
by-law.     Convictions  are  always  on  the  prosecution  of  the  state. 

A  second  exception  taken  was,  that  the  summons  issued  for  two  forfeiture-^,  under  the  ordi- 
nance for  the  defendant's  placing  goods  on  the  footway  of  the«treet,  and  on  his  porch.  It  would 
appear  by  the  judgment,  that  the  suit  was  supported  as  to  one  oflence,  only,  the  judgment  beinc 
for  15s.  but  of  which  of  the  offences  he  incurred  the  penalty,  the  court  cannot  judge,  and  there  is 
BO  certainty  here  whereon  to  found  the  judgment  of  the  mayor.  If  the  evidence  warranted  both 
charges,  then  the  returns  was  clearly  bad,  because  a  judgment  for  too  little,  is  as  bad  as  a  judg- 
ment for  too  much.     1  Term.  Rep.  249, 252. 

It  was  moreover  strongly  insisted,  that  this  by-law  was  fundamentally  bad,  so  far  as  it  respect- 
ed the  placing  goods  on  porches,  or  cellar  doors  in  the  city,  under  the  45th  section  of  the  act  of 
9  Geo.  3,  passed  18th  February,  1763  (Prov.  Laws,  371.)  Persons  are  restricted  from  making  or 
setting  up  in  any  street  of  fifty  feet  wide  or  upwards,  any  porch,  cellar  door  or  step,  which  shall 
extend  beyond  four  feet  three  inches  into  such  street,  or  a  proportionate  distance  into  a  narrower 
street,  under  the  penalty  of  30s.  Consequently,  the  citizens  have  an  undoubted  right  to  porches 
and  cellar  doors  of  those  dimensions,  and  cannot  be  legally  interrupted  in  the  full  use  and  enjoy- 
ment of  them.  If  the  former  may  be  used  for  sitdng  on,  and  the  latter  for  any  other  purpose, 
why  may  they  not  place  goods,  or  any  other  matter  thereon,  which  they  please?  It  mav  be  eaid, 
that  a  view  of  the  street  may  be  obstructed,  and  the  circulation  of  the  air  impeded  thereby.  But 
will  not  the  same  inconveniences  arise  from  sitting  in  a  porch,  or  by  constructing  with  one  con- 
tinued back,  from  the  seat  to  the  upper  rail  of  the  porch,  or  from  the  pavement  upwards,  which 
may  lawfully  be  done? 

Under  the  act  of  assembly  of  11th  March,  1789,  incorporating  the  city,nhe  corporation  have  a 
right  under  the  16th  section,  to  make  laws  and  ordinances,  "provided  the  same  shall  not  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  commonwealth."  2  Ball.  St.  Laws,  659.)  But  this 
ordinance  is  not  good,  as  it  abridges  and  alters  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  free  pri\'ilege 
of  their  porches  and  cellar  doors  secured  to  them  by  law.  Itinflictsapenalty  of  ISs.on  any  per- 
son who  shall  place  goods  on  their  porches,  or  on,  or  over  their  cellar  doors,  which  shall  project 
more  than  six  inches  towards  the  street.  The  act  of  incorporation,  in  the  40th  section,  vests  the 
rights,  franchises,  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  in  the  corporadon,^for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  said  citizens,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  saving  to  all  and  every  person 
and  persons  theirjust  rights  therein. 

For  the  plaintiff  it  was  urged,  that  though  there  was  certainly  an  informality  in  wording  the 
summons,  so  as  to  include  both  offences,  yet  the  court  would  expect  no  more  than  a  reasonable 
certainty.  The  intent  of  the  suit  was  to  punish  the  defendant  for  placing  goods  on  the  footway, 
and  the  words  "and  on  his  porch,"  may  be  considered  as  mere  surplusage.  The  evidence  went 
to  the  first  charge  only. 

The  act  of  1789,  gave  power  to  the  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen  and  common  councilmen,  in 
common  council  assembled,  to  make  such  regulations  and  constitutions,  as  should  be  necessary 
and  convenient  for  the  government  and  welfare  of  the  city.  It  was  apprehended,  that 
freeing  the  streets  from  nuisances  of  all  kinds  would  conduce  much  to  the  health  of  the  inhab- 
tants,  as  well  as  the  beauty  of  the  city.  The  act  of  1769,  does  not  confirm  the  right  of  the  citi- 
zens in  every  possible  use  of  their  porches  and  cellar  doors,  extending  into  the  street  four  feet 
three  inches.  It  only  restricts  them  from  making  or  settmg  them  up  beyond  that  distance,  under 
a  penalty.  The  preamble  to  the  45th  section  shows,  that  the  obstruction  of  the  streets  was  one 
of  the  objects  intended  to  be  guarded  against ;  and  it  could  not  be  the  intention  of  the  legislature, 
while  they  declare  in  the  46th  section,  that  porches  and  cellar  doors  exceeding  the  above  dimen- 
sions, and  that  bulks,  jut- windows  and  other  incu;>ibrances,  shall  pay  a  yearly  sum,  until  they 
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are  reduced  or  taken  away,  that  ibe  iiihabilants  should  have  the  most  absolute  and  unlimited  use 
ot"  their  porches  and  cellar  doors  fur  all  purposes  whatsoever,  or  beentuled  to  incumber  thein 
with  goods  and  packajjes  for  any  length  of  jme.  Their  intention  must  have  been  to  confine 
porches  and  cellar  doors  to  their  counrion,  natural  and  reasonable  uses- 

This  appears  still  more  strongly  from  the  47tli  section  of  the  act,  prohibiting  signs,  sign-posts, 
boards,  poles  or  other  device^  or  things  whatsoever,  denoting  their  place  of  residence,  their  oc- 
cupation, or  bwiiness  or  the  tne.rchandize  or  things  which  any  personsihave  to  dispose  of,  from  be- 
ing set  up  in  tlie  streets,  lanes  or  alleys,  ex>-ept  in  the  case  of  inns;  and  the  street  commissioners 
are  expressly  authorised  to  remove  all  manner  of  obstructions  to  the  passage  through  the  streets. 
And  the  subsequent  proviso  declares,  that  this  shall  not  prevent  persons  from  setting  up  any 
such  sign,  or  other  device  or  thing  whatsoever,  against  the  walls  of  their  several  dwellings,  so 
that  the  same  shall  not  project  or  extend  into  the  said  streets,  lanes  or  alleys,  piore  than  six 
inches. 

Itis  therefore  submitted  to  the  court,  that  this  ordinance,  so  far  from  being  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  the  state,  or  abridging  or  altering  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  proper  use  of  their 
porches  or  cellar  doors,  is  in  strict  conformity  to  the  letter  snd  spirit  of  the  act,  which  prohibits 
persons  from  having  any  device  or  thing  whatsoever  denoting  their  business  or  merchandize  for 
sale,  which  sliall  extend  into  the  streets  more  than  six  inches.  And  consequently  this  regulation 
is  good  in  law  and  beneficial  to  the  citizens. 

The  court  gave  no  opinion  lierein  at  the  last  term,  and  Mr.  Wilcocks,  at  his  request  was  now 
again  heard  this  term  in  behalf  of  the  city  ordinance,  when  he  enforced  his  former  observations  ; 
and  afterwards  the  chief  justice  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Weaie  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  this  by-law  is  bad  in  itself.  Under  the  act  of  1769,  the 
citizens  are  entitled  to  liave  porches,  cellar  doors  and  steps  extending  four  feet  and  three  inches 
into  the  streets,  which  maybe  fifty  feet  in  width.  City  ordinances  under  the  express  terms  of  the 
charter  of  incorporation  shall  not  be  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  state.  But  this  ordinance  pro- 
hibits, under  a  pen.ilty.  the  citizens  from  the  due  use  of  their  porches  secured  to  them  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature  "They  shall  not  place  their  goods,  &c.,  on  any  porch,  or  on  or  over  a  cellar 
door,  or  suspend  them  from  a  pent  house,  if  they  project  more  than  six  inches  towards  the  street." 

The  citizens  therefore  claimed  the  due  enjovment  of  their  porches  by  law  ;  and  ^they  might  as 
well  be  restricted  fiom  sitting  in  them,  or  making  any  other  use  of  them  as  from  placing  goods 
thereon. 

The  47th  section  of  the  act  of  1769,  must  clearly  be  restained  to  signs,  or  other  devices  of  the 
like  nature,  denoting  the  occupations  or  business  of  the  party,  and  the  words  fairly  construed,  will 
bear  no  other  sense. 

Persons  should  not  be  prevented  from  making  a  reasonable  use  of  their  property.  Itis  not 
however  our  idea,  that  porches  may  be  built  in  any  form  whatever,  or  that  they  maybe  erected, 
so  as  to  reach  up  to  the  second  story  of  the  houses,  or  to  any  other  extravagant  height  or  size, 
for  this  would  be  highly  unreasonable  in  itself.  But  we  hold,  that  such  porches  as  had  usually 
been  made  and  occupied  before  the  act  of  1769,  are  secured  to  the  owners  with  their  full  enjoy- 
ment, and  that  a  by-law  restrictive  of  this  legal  right,  is  not  good. 

As  to  the  other  exception,  the  record  should  be  good  in  all  its  parts.  It  is  uncertain  whether 
the  evidence  warranted  the  judgment,  "  for  placing  the  goods  on  the  footway  of  the  street"  as 
well  as  on  the  porch  ;  if  it  did.  the  judgment  was  for  too  small  a  sum;  if  it  did  not,  we  cannot 
discover  on  whieh  clause  of  the  ordinance  the  mayor  gave  judgment,  and  there  is  so  entire  an 
uncertainty  therein,  that  we  could  not,  independent  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  by-law, 
award  a  confirmation  thereof. 

The  proceedings,  theiefore,  on  both  grounds,  must  be  quashed. 
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ACT  OF  15th  APRIL,  1835.  ?      &c ib 

Children  may  be  bound  to  the  society  by  <  ACT  OF  14th  FEBRUARY,  1838. 

overseers  of  the  poor,  &c 8    <  Orphan    asylum  to  receive  $1000   per  an- 
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ACT  OF  15TH  APRIL,  1836. 

1.   and  VIL  See  acts  of  incorporation,  page  15. 

VIIL  All  children  who  may  be  deemed  by  the  officers  of  the  Orphan 
Asylum  Society  of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny,  fit  objects  of  their' care  and 
bounty,  may  be  bound  to  the  society  by  any  overseer  of  the  poor,  father 
or  mother,  if  the  father  be  dead,  absent,  or  incompetent,  or  other  individ- 
ual having  authority  to  bind  the  same  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  like  num- 
ber of  years,  as  is  prescribed  in  the  general  law,  in  relation  to  apprentices, 
and  the  society  shall  in  such  indenture  come  under  the  obligations  usual 
in  such  eases  ;  and  the  said  society  in  all  cases  where  children  under  their 
care  become,  in  the  opinion  of  its  officers,  of  proper  age  and  qualifications 
to  be  apprentices,  to  learn  some  occupation  not  taught  within  its  walls, 
shall  have  power  under  its  official  seal,  and  by  and  with  consent  of  the 
child,  to  bind  them  to  suitable  persons  to  learn  such  trade,  calling  or  bus- 
iness as  may  be  prescribed  in  the  indenture  of  apprenticeship.' 

Passed  April  15th,  1835.     See  Pamphlet  Laws  of  Pa.  sess.   1834-5. 


ACT  OF  14TH  FEBRUARY,  1838. 

*Qn  Act  granting  aid  to  the  Orphan  Asylum  Society  of  Pittsburgh  and 
Allegheny. 

L  That  the  state  treasurer  be  required  and  authorised  to  pay  to  the 
president  and  managers  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  Society  of  Pittsburgh  and 
Allegheny,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  the  term  of 
ten  years,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-eight :  Provided,  That  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  dividends  on  stock  owned  by  the  state 
in  the  Allegheny  Bridge  Company. 

Passed   14th  February,  1838.     Hes  Pamphlet  laws  of  Penn,  S'issian  of  1837  8,  pagfs  12-13. 
I    For  remaiuin::  scriioii<;,  -.ee  .=treets 
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ACT  OF  4TH  APRIL,  1838. 

An  Act  granting  aid  to  the  Pittsburgh  hospital  for  the  destitute,  sick 

and  insane  of  western  Pennsylvania,  SfC. 

I.  That  the  state  treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed, 
to  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  "  Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital  Society," 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  when  it  shall  appear  to  him  by  the 
certificate,  under  oath,  of  the  president  of  said  societ}^,  that  the  like  sum  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  shall  be  subscribed  for  and  paid  by  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh;  and  also  that  the  further  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  shall  be  subscribed  for  by  the  corporation  of  the  borough  of  Allegheny, 
but  if  the  borough  of  Allegheny  should  refuse  to  subscribe,  it  shall  notafFect 
the  state  appropriation. 

II.  Any  person  who  shall  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  said  society,  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars,  shall  from  thenceforth  become  a  life  member  of  said  hospital  society, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privilege  of  membership  therein;  and  any  and 
every  person  who  shall  subscribe  and  pay  ten  dollars,  shall  be  entitled  to 
membership  for  one  year,  and  so  long  thereafter  as  he  shall  continue  to  pay 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars  yearly. 

III.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital  Society, 
and  of  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  of  the 
town  council  of  the  borough  of  Allegheny,  as  soon  after  the  terms  of  the 
first  section  of  this  act  are  complied  with,  each,  to  appoint  one  respectable 
citizen  from  the  members  of  their  respective  bodies,  who,  together  with  three 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor,  shall  form  a  board  of  com- 
missioners for  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital  Society,  whose  duty,  it 
shall  be  to  fix  on  a  suitable  site  for  the  buildings,  to  purchase  the  grounds, 
and  who  shall  have  the  direction  and  superintendence  of  the  buildings, 

IV.  The  said  hospital  shall  be  located  in  or  near  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  there  shall  be  received  therein  free  of  expense,  all  insane  persons  from 
the  counties  of  Allegheny,  Washington,  Fayette,  Greene,  Westmoreland, 
Huntingdon,  Somerset,  Bedford,  Cambria,  Potter,  M'Kean,  Clearfield, 
Tioga,  Indiana,  Jefferson,  Armstrong,  Butler,  Warren,  Venango,  Beaver, 
Mercer,  Crawford  and  Erie. 

V.  The  board  of  managers  of  said  hospital  society  shall  hereafter  consist 
of  nine  persons,  three  to  be  elected  by  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Hospi- 
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tal  Society,  the  presidents  of  the  select  and  common  councils,  and  the 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  three  citizens  of  Allegheny  county,  to 
be  appointed  annually  by  the  governor,  which  said  board  shall  elect  from 
their  members  a  president,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  they  shall  publish 
an  annual  statement  of  the  accounts  of  the  hospital,  appoint  a  steward,  a 
resident  and  visiting  physician,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  necessary 
to  the  well  ordering  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  hospital,  and  to  fix  and  allow 
their  salaries. 

VI.  In  all  cases  where  it  appears  to  the  board  of  directors  that  applicants 
for  admission  to  the  hospital  have  estate  sufficient  to  defray  their  expense, 
they  shall  be  received  therein  as  pay  patients. 

VII.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  grand  juries,  for  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  the  county  of  Allegheny,  to  visit  said  hospital  once  in  every  year. 

Passsed  4th  April,  1838.     See  Pamph.  Laws  of  Fenn.,  session  of  1837-38,  pages  263-4. 
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Grade  of  Diamond  street, ib  ,'      built  on, 1 

Grade  of  Wylie  street 2}  Penalty ib 

Grade  of  Coallane, 3    Street  commissioner  enjoined  to  prosecute     2 

ORDINANCE  OF  13th  JUNE,  1836.  I          ORDINANCE  OF  8th  JULY,  1841. 

Wnarfs  to  be  according  to  diagram, 1  i  Grade_^of  Coallane  from  Tunnel  to  Grantst.,     1 

To  have  curb  at  water  line 2{  Grade  of  Sixth  street,  from  Grant  street  to 

To  have  pavement  fastenings 3^      Coallane 2 

Culvert  to  be  placed  at  certain  streets,. ...     4    Repealing  clause 3 

Repealing  clause 5[   ORDINANCE  OF  13th  AUGUST,  I84l' 

ORDINANCE  OF  26th  JUNE,  1836.  ^  Grade  of  Chancery  lane  from  Front  to  Sec- 
Name  of  Water  street  in  Fifth  Ward,  chan-        j      ond  street, 1 

ged  to  Etna  street 1  j  Repealing  clause, 2 

ORDINANCE  OF  26th  JUNE,  1836.  ORDIN4.NCE  OF  28th NOVEMBER,  1842. 

Grade  of  Penn  street  in  Fifth  ward 1  j  Jail  alley  changed  to  Decatur  street, I 

ORDINANCE  OF  5th  SEPT.,  1837.  ORDINANCE  OF  31st    JULY,  1843. 

Conditions  on  which  vaults  shall   be  con-  S  No  horses,  oxen,  &c.,  to  be   sold  in  any  of 

structed, Ij      the  streets,  &c.,. .. ., 1 
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ORDINANCE  OF  27th   MAY,  3844.  ;     ORDINANCE  OF  26th  AUGUST,  1844. 

Grade  of  Pike  street,  fiom  O'Hara  to  Fac-  Grade  of  Etna   street,    from  O'Hara  to  the 

lorv  strpet 1,      Pennsylvania  canal 1 

Grade  of  Factory  street,  from  Penu  to  Pike  ;      ORDINANCE    OF    3Uth    SEPT.  1844. 

street, 2    Ordinance  reenactins;  certain  ordinances.       1 

ORDINANCE   OF  27th    MAY,  1844.  .    ORDINANCE  OF ^28th  OCTOBER  1844, 

Grade  of  Cherry  alley,  from  Liberty  to  Sev-  j  Grade  of  Pine  street,  from  Penn  to  Butler 

enth  street, 1;      streets, 1 

Repealing  clause, ,  2  ■ 

ACT  OF  1ST  APRIL,  1831. 

I.   and  II.   Obsolete. 

III.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Comniomvealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  .Assembly  met,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  select  and  common 
councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  erect  a 
market-house,  or  houses,  within  any  street  or  streets,  of  sufficient  width  for 
that  purpose,  as  they  mav  think  expedient  and  proper. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
location  of  Grant  street,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  from  the  line  of  Sixth 
street  to  Liberty  street,  shall  be  fixed  and  established  according  to  the 
regulation  of  the  borough  of  Pittsburgh,  by  which  it  coincided  with  Wash- 
ington street,  at  their  junction,  agreeably  to  the  plan  of  said  city  by 
Colonel  George  Woods  ;  and  that  the  location  of  Cherry  alley,  from  the 
line  of  Sixth  street  to  Liberty  street,  in  said  city,  shall  be  fixed  and  estab- 
lished according  to  the  regulation  of  the  borough  of  Pittsburgh,  by  which  it 
has  been  opened  and  regulated  for  more  than  twenty-one  years  previous  to 
the  date  of  this  act ;  and  that  all  the  lots,  and  parts  of  lots,  regulated  ot 
fixed  according  to  the  lines  of  the  streets  and  alley  above  fixed  and  estab- 
lished, shall  remain  as  they  were  during  the  time  Cherry  alley  was  opened 
and  used  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  Allegheny  county  are  hereby  authorised  and  required 
to  appoint  three  judicious  and  disinterested  citizens  of  this  commonwealth, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  the  owners  of  lots,  or 
parts  of  lots,  having  any  surplus  ground  within  the  boundaries  above  men- 
tioned ;  and  also,  the  names  of  all  the  owners  of  lots,  out  lots,  or  parts  of 
lots,  on  Grant  street,  who  may,  by  the  locations  as  herein  established,  lose 
any  portion  thereof;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners,  to 
ascertain  and  appraise  the  value  of  said  loss  or  deficiency,  in  each  of  the 
last  mentioned  lots,  or  parts  of  lots;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  levy 
and  assess  the  amount  of  said  deficiency  upon  the  owners  of  said  surplus 
ground,  apportioning  the  amount  thereof  fairly  and  equitably  upon  each  of 
said  owners,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  surplus  ground  gained  by 
them,  and  shall  file  the  said  appraisement  and  apportionment  thus  made  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas  of  said  county,  to  be  recorded  at  large  on  the 
docket  of  said  court,  which  thereupon  shall  bind  and  conclude  all  parties 
owning,  or  claiming  to  own,  the  premises  affected  by  this  act ;  and  the 
proceedings  under  it,  and  the  sums  therein  specified  to  be  payable,  shall 
be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  each  lot,  or  parts  of  lots,  to  the  extent  of  the 
assessment  and  charge  thereon;  and  unless  paid  into  the  city  treasury  in 
one  year  thereafter,  the  lot  or  parcel  of  ground  may  be  levied  on  and  sold, 
under  a  writ  of  levari  facias,  issued  in  the  name  of  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh ;  the  moneys  so  assessed  and  paid  into  the  city 
treasury,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  proprietors  or  claimants  of  the  said  lots 
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on  Grant  street,  or  to  the   then  legal   representatives,   according^  to  the 
appraisement  aforesaid. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
said  commissioners  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  authorised,  to  inquire  and 
examine  whether  it  will  be  equitable  and  just  for  the  said  city  of  Pittsburgh 
to  be  charged  with  any  portion  of  the  amount  of  the  deficiency  in  said 
lots  on  Grant  street,  by  reason  of  the  change  in  the  regulations  of  said 
city,  and  that  the  sum  assessed  by  them,  (if  any,)  chargeable  to  said  city, 
shall  be  paid  by  said  city,  and  deducted  from  the  aggregate  of  the  appraise- 
ment of  the  said  deficiency. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  where, 
any  lot,  or  part  of  lot,  within  said  boundaries,  has  been  sold  or  leased  by 
specific  boundaries,  expressly  including  ground  not  embraced  in  the  origi- 
nal dimensions  of  the  lots,  as  sold  by  the  late  proprietors  of  Pennsylvania, 
or  their  agents,  the  appraisement  above  mentioned,  and  return  thereof,  to 
the  court  aforesaid,  shall  be  considered  an  eviction  in  law,  of  the  owner  or 
claimant  of  the  surplus  ground  appraised  as  aforesaid,  so  far  as  to  enable 
the  purchaser  or  lessee  of  such  surplus  ground  to  resort  to  his  vender  or 
lessor,  upon  any  covenant  or  warranty  contained  in  his  deed. 

Passed  April  1st,  A.  D.,   1831. 


ACT  OF  lOTH  JANUARY,  1832. 

An  Act  to  authorise   the   opening  of  Exchange  alley,  in  the  city  of 
■  Pittsburgh. 

Whereas,  Certain  individuals  owning  lots  number  one  hundred  and 
fourteen,  one  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve,  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  have  opened  for  public  use  an  alley  fifteen  feet  wide, 
through  the  centre  of  said  lots,  from  Cecil's  alley,  running  eastwardly  to- 
wards St.  Clair  street,  and  the  benefit  of  said  alley  would  be  greatly 
increased  by  extending  it  through  lot  number  one  hundred  and  eleven,  to 
St.  Clair  street :  Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  Allegheny  county,  on  petition,  shall  appoint  fifteen  or  more  disin- 
terested freeholders,  who.  shall  meet,  on  at  least  five  days'  notice,  and  if 
any  twelve  or  more  attend,  they  shall  view  the  premises,  and  if  any  twelve 
of  those  attending,  being  first  duly  sworn  or  affirmed,  to  perform  the  duties 
imposed  on  them  by  this  act  with  fidelity,  shall  decide  that  the  said  alley 
is  necessary  for  public  use,  through  from  Cecil's  alley  to  St.  Clair  street, 
they  shall  proceed  to  lay  out  the  same,  fifteen  feet  wide,  and  assess  the 
damages  done  to  any  lot  or  lots,  (taking  into  consideration  the  advantages 
accruing,  as  well  as  the  injury  done,)  and  shall  apportion  the  damages 
separately  upon  the  lots  or  parts  of  lots  benefitted,  according  to  a  fair  esti- 
mate of  the  benefit  conferred  on  each  lot,  and  designating  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom  such  damage  is  done  and  payable,  and  if  a  suflicient 
number  do  not  meet  to  act,  or  if  they  cannot  agree,  the  court  may  at  any 
time  appoint  others.  The  said  viewers  shall  make  report  to  the  said  court, 
and  if  approved  by  the  court  shall  be  entered  of  record,  and  the  said  alley 
shall  thenceforth  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  lawful  public  alley. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  as  soon 
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as  the  costs  and  the  damages  so  assessed  shall  be  paid  unto  the  persons  in 
whose  favor  the  same  shall  be  awarded,  or  into  said  court,  by  any  individ- 
ual or  individuals,  the  prothonatory  shall  so  certify  to  the  court,  and  the 
court  shall  order  said  alley  to  be  opened. 

III.  And  be  it  furlher  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
costs  shall  be  regulated  as  the  costs  of  similar  proceedings,  under  the  laws 
for  laying  out,  making  and  repairing  roads  in  this  commonwealth. 

Passed   lOtli  January,  1830. 


ACT  OF  8TH  APRIL,  1833. 

I.  Relates  to  Ferry  street,  and  is  obsolete. 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
damages  assessed  and  apportioned  by  the  viewers  appointed  by  the  act 
passed  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two, 
entitled,  "An  act  to  authorise  the  laying  out  and  opening  of  an  alley,  to  be 
called  Market  alley,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  on  certain  conditions,"  and 
by  the  act  passed  the  tenth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  opening  of  Exchange 
alley,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  on  certain  conditions,"  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement,  upon  the  lots  or  parts  of  lots  benefitted,  shall,  if  approved  by 
the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Allegheny  county,  as  in  and  by  said  acts  are 
directed,  be  a  lien  upon  the  premises  respectively,  on  wliich  said  damages 
are  assessed,  and  the  said  court  of  common  pleas,  shall,  by  a  writ  or  writs 
of  scire  facias,  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  the  person 
or  persons  entitled  to  receive  the  said  damages,  to  be  proceeded  in,  in  the 
same  manner  as  writs  of  scire  facias  on  mortgages  are  usually  proceeded 
in,  recover  the  said  damages  so  assessed,  together  with  all  costs  incurred 
in  the  recovery  of  the  same  ;  and  the  said  damages,  when  recovered,  shall 
be  paid  over  to  the  persons  respectively  in  whose  favor  damages  have  been 
awarded,  or  their  legal  representatives. 

And  whereas.  It  has  been  represented  to  this  legislature,  that  an  ex- 
tension of  Exchange  alley,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  from  Garrison  alley 
to  Wayne  street,  is  much  needed  by  the  inhabitants  of  said  city: — 
Therefore, 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  Allegheny  county,  on  petition,  shall  appoint  fif- 
teen or  more  disinterested  freeholders,  who  shall  meet  on  at  least  five  days' 
notice,  and  if  any  twelve  or  more  attend  they  shall  view  the  premises,  and 
if  any  twelve  of  those  attending,  being  first  duly  sworn  or  affirmed  to 
perform  the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  this  act  with  fidelity,  shall  decide 
that  the  said  alley  is  necessary  for  public  use,  through  from  Garrison  alley 
to  Wayne  street,  they  shall  proceed  to  lay  out  the  same  twenty  feet  wide, 
and  an  equal  distance  from  Liberty  and  Penn  streets,  and  assess  the  dama- 
ges done  to  any  lot  or  lots,  (taking  into  consideration  the  advantages 
accruing  as  well  as  the  injury  done,)  and  shall  apportion  the  damages 
separately  upon  the  lots  or  parts  of  lots  benefitted,  according  to  a  fair 
estimate  of  the  benefit  conferred  on  each  lot,  and  designating  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom  such  damage  is  done  and  payable,  and  if  a  sufficient 
number  do  not  meet  to  act,  or  if  they  cannot  agree,  the  court  may,  at  any 
time,  appoint  others  ;  the  said  viewers  shall  make  report  to  said  court,  and 
if  approved  by  the  court,  said  report  shall  be  entered  of  record,  and  the 
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said  alley  shall  thenceforth  be  deemed  and   taken  to  be   a  lawful  public 
alley. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  as  soon 
as  the  costs  and  the  damages,  so  assessed,  shall  be  paid  unto  the  persons 
in  whose  favor  the  same  shall  be  awarded,  or  into  court  by  any  individual 
or  individuals,  the  prothonotary  shall  so  certify  to  the  court,  and  the  court 
shall  order  said  alley  to  be  opened. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
said  damages,  so  assessed,  shall  to  all  intents  and  purposes  be  alien  against 
the  lot  or  lots  upon  which  they  may  respectively  be  assessed,  and  if  approved 
by  the  said  court,  the  said  court  shall  by  a  writ  or  writs  of  scire  facias,  in  the 
n'ameofthe  commonwealth,  for  theuseof  the  person  or  persons  entitled  tore- 
cievethe  said  damages,  to  be  proceeded  in,  in  the  same  manner  as  writs  of  scire 

facias  on  mortgages  are  usually  proceeded  in,  recover  the  said  damage  so 
assessed,  together  with  all  costs  incurred  in  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and 
the  said  damages,  when  recovered,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  persons  re- 
spectively in  whose  favor  damages  have  been  awarded,  or  their  legal 
representatives. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  cost 
of  viewing  and  assessing  damages  shall  be  regulated  as  the  costs  of 
similar  proceedings  under  the  laws  for  laying  out  roads  in  this  common- 
wealth. 

Passed  8th  April,  A.  D.,  1833. 


ACT  OF   IITH  APRIL,  1835. 

An  Act  to  authorise  the  opening  of  an  alley  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh 
from  St.  Clair  street  to  Irwin  street. 

I.  Be  it  enacted,  fyc.  That  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Allegheny  county 
on  petition,  shall  appoint  fifteen  or  more  disinterested  freeholders,  who  shall 
meet  on  at  least  five  days'  notice,  and  if  any  twelve  or  more  attend,  they 
shall  view  the  premises,  and  if  any  twelve  of  those  attending,  being  first 
duly  sworn  or  affirmed,  to  perform  the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  this  act 
with  fidelity,  shall  decide  that  the  said  alley  is  necessary  for  public  use, 
through  the  block  of  lots  on  Liberty  and  Penn  streets,  from  St.  Clair  to 
Irwin  streets,  they  shall  proceed  to  lay  out  the  same  sixteen  feet  wide,  and 
assess  the  damages  done  to  any  lots,  taking  into  consideration  the  advan- 
tages accruing  as  well  as  the  injury  done,  and  shall  charge  the  damages  so 
done  upon  the  lots  or  parts  of  lots  so  benefitted,  according  to  a  fair  estimate 
of  the  benefit  conferred  on  each  lot,  and  designating  the  person  or  persons 
to  whom  such  damage  is  done  and  payable  ;  and  if  a  sufficient  number  do 
not  meet  to  act,  or  if  they  cannot  agree,  the  court  may  at  any  time  appoint 
others;  the  said  viewers  shall  make  report  to  the  said  court,  and  if  approv- 
ed by  the  court,  said  report  shall  be  entered  on  record,  and  the  said  alley 
shall  thenceforth  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  lawful  public  alley. 

II.  The  said  damages,  so  assessed,  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be 
a  lien  against  the  lot  or  lots  upon  which  they  may  respectively  be  assessed, 
and  the  same  shall  be  recoverable  by  writ  of  scire  facias,  in  the  name  of 
the  commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  the  person  in  favor  of  whom  such  dama- 
ges are  assessed,  as  debts  secured  by  mortgage  are  now  by  law  recoverable  ; 
such  scire  facias  to  be  issued  so  soon  as  the  court  shall  confirm  the  said 
report. 

18 
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III.  As  soon  as  the  costs  and  the  damages  so  assessed,  shall  be  paid 
unto  the  persons  in  whose  favor  the  same  shall  be  awarded,  or  into  the 
said  court,  by  any  individual  or  individuals,  the  prothonotarv  shall  so  cer- 
tify to  the  court,  and  the  court  shall  order  said  alley  to  be  opened,  and  the 
same  shall  be  opened  by  the  street  commissioner. 

Passed  llth  April,  1835.     See  Pamph.  Laws  of  Perm.,  session  of  1834-5,  pases  194  95. 


ACT  OF  15TH  APRIL,  1835. 

I.  to  VII.  Relates  to  mayor  and  aldermen.     See  page  15. 

VIII.  Relates  to  orphans'  asylum.     See  page  129. 

IX.  The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  sections  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  relative  to  certain  streets,  alleys  and  public  landings  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  and  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  for  other  purposes,"  pass- 
ed the  sixth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  extended  and  put  in  full  force  and 
authority  to  the  opening  of  Exchange  alley,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  from 
Hand  street  to  Irwin's  alley,  twenty  feet  wide,  excepting  and  preserving 
to  A.  L.  Kerr  and  N.  W.  Prestley,  so  much  of  the  said  alley  as  their  brick 
buildings  now  stand  on,  so  long  as  the  said  buildings  do  stand." 

X.  The  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  on  being 
petitioned  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  grant  a  view  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  propriety  of  opening  and  extending  Sixth  from 
Grant  street  to  Coal  lane,  Wylie  street  to  Grant  street,  or  some  other 
street  within  said  city,  to  be  designated  by  the  viewers  to  be  appointed  by 
the  said  court ;  and  High  street,  from  Coal  lane  to  the  Farmers'  and  Me- 
chanics' turnpike  road,  at  some  point  near  the  Fort  Pitt  glass  works,  and 
in  open  court  to  order  and  appoint  nine  discreet  and  disinterested  freehold- 
ers, who  after  being  sworn  or  affirmed,  shall,  together  with  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  view  the  ground  proposed  to  be  opened  for  said  streets,  and  if  they 
or  any  ten  of  them  view  the  said  ground,  and  any  seven  of  them,  includ- 
ing one  or  more  of  the  county  commissioners,  agree  that  there  is  occa- 
sion for  said  streets  to  be  opened,  they  shall  proceed  to  lay  out  the  same  as 
agreeably  to  the  prayers  of  the  petitioners  as  may  be,  in  such  manner  as 
to  do  the  least  injury  to  private  property,  and  shall  make  report  thereof  to  the 
next  court  of  quarter  sessions  ;  and  if  the  said  court  shall  approve  of  the 
same,  it  shall  be  entered  on  record,  and  thenceforth  shall  be  deemed,  taken 
and  allowed  to  be  public  streets  and  highways  ;  Provided,  That  no  order 
for  the  opening  of  the  same,  shall  be  granted  by  the  said  court,  until  com- 
pensation shall  first  be  made  or  tendered  to  the  owners  of  the  ground  or 
property  injured  by  the  opening  and  extending  of  said  streets. 

XI.  The  said  viewers  or  any  seven  of  them,  shall  inquire  what  dama- 
ges any  individual  or  individuals  shall  or  may  sustain  by  opening  and 
extending  said  streets  and  highways,  and  shall  make  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
same,  and  shall  also  inquire  to  whom  the  opening  of  the  said  streets  and 
highways  shall  be  a  benefit,  and  shall  apportion  and  assess  the  amount  of 
damages  so  found  upon  and  among  the  said  individuals  so  benefitted,  fairly 
and  equitably  in  proportion  to  the  benefit  received  therefrom,  and  the  value 
of  their  property  adjacent  to  the  said  streets  and  highways;  and  the  said 
viewers  shall  file  the  said  apportionment  and  assessment  in  the  said  court, 
and  on  being  approved  by  the  said  court  shall  be  entered  and  recorded  at 


STREETS,  &c.  139 

large  upon  the  docket  thereof,  and  shall  bind  and  conclude  all  parties  own- 
ing or  claiming  to  own  the  property  adjudged  by  the  said  viewers  to  be 
so  benefitted  by  the  opening  of  the  said  streets  and  highways ;  and  the 
sums  so  assessed  and  apportioned  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon  the 
property  adjacent  to  the  said  streets  and  highways  of  the  owners  so  ad- 
judged "to  be  benefited  as  aforesaid,  until  the  same,  together  with  the  costs, 
shall  have  been  paid  or  tendered  to  the  individual  or  individuals  entitled 
to  receive  the  same. 

XII.  If  any  individual  or  individuals  assessed  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect 
or  refuse,  after  sixty  days'  notice  of  the  approval  by  the  said  court  and  a 
demand  made,  to  pay  the  sum  assessed  and  apportioned  to  be  paid  by  him, 
the  said  court  shall  and  may  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  the  said 
sixty  days  issue  a  scire  facias  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth,  for  the 
use  of  such  individual  or  individuals,  who  shall  after  the  notice  aforesaid, 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  sum  assessed  and  apportioned  upon  him,  com- 
manding him  or  them  to  appear  before  the  said  court  on  a  day  therein  to  be 
named,  to  show  the  cause  why  the  same  should  not  be  levied  of  his  goods 
and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  with  the  costs  thereof;  and  the  said 
court,  unless  sufficient  cause  be  shown,  shall  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ised to  issue  and  levy  the  same  in  the  same  manner  that  judgment  in  civil 
actions  are  levied, 

XIII.  As  soon  as  the  costs  and  damages  so  assessed  and  apportioned 
shall  be  paid  and  tendered  to  the  individual  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  the 
said  court  shall  order  the  said  streets  and  highways  to  be  opened,  and  they 
shall  thenceforth  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  other 
streets  and  highways  in  the  said  city  and  county  are.' 

XIV.  The  costs  shall  be  regulated  as  the  costs  of  similar  proceedings 
under  the  laws  for  making  and  repairing  roads  in  this  commonwealth. 

Passed  15lh  April,  1835.     See  Pamph.  Laws  ofPeiin.,  session  of  1834-35. 


ORDINANCE  OF  3 1ST  MARCH,  1836. 

^n  Jlct  declaring  the  streets  in  the  town  of  Miffliyiburg,  in  Columbia 
county,  public  highways,  and  relating  to  Duquesne  way,  Pittsburgh 
Gas  Works,  and  for  other  purposes. 

II.  Be  it  enacted,  ^-c,  That  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  required,  on  appli- 
cation made  to  them  by  the  petition  in   writing,  of  one  or  more  owners  of 

'  The  passage  of  the  1st  and  7th  sections  of  this  act  of  assembly  were  deemed  necessary  in 
consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  at  Lancaster  district,  November  term,  1831,  in 
the  case  oi  Barter  against  The  Commonwealth,  in  which  it  was  decided : 

1.  That  the  oovernmentof  every  incorporated  town,  has  aright  to  improve  the  streets,  for  pub- 
lic purposes,  whether  as  highways,  or  places  foi  cisterns  or  wells.  The  practice  for  tlie  inhabitants 
to  sink  wells  in  the  streets,  is  by  sufferance,  and  is  subject  to  the  corporate  franchise;  The  title 
of  the  corporation  to  the  soil,  for  uses  that  conduce  to  the  public  enjoyment  and  convenience,  is 
paramount  and  exclusive  ;  and  no  private  occupancy,  for  whatever  time,  and  whether  adverse 
or  by  permission,  can  vest  a  title  inconsistent  with  it. 

2.  That  a  by-law  or  ordinance,  of  a  city  corporation,  which  enacts  a  penalty  for  a  misdemeanor, 
with  imprisonment,  in  default  of  payment,  on  conviction  by  the  mayor  or  an  alderman  is  void. — 
The  charter  of  the  city  of  Lancaster,  [which  is  in  all  respects  similar  to  the  charter  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh,]  does  not  confer  upon  the  councils  the  right  to  vest  in  the  mayor  and  aldermen  juris- 
diction to  convict  summarily,  or  to  entertain  an  action  of  debt  for  a  penalty.  If  the  charter  did 
give  the  rignt  to  confer  a  power  to  imprison,  on  summary  conviction,  and  widiout  appeal  to  a 
jury,  it  would  be  so  far  unconstitutional  and  void. 

3.  That  jurisdiction  is  expressly  given  to  the  mayor's  court,  [of  Lancaster  and  Pittsburgh,]  "  for 
the  recovery  of  fines,  forfeitures,  penalties,  debts,  and  other  demands,  cognizable  in  ihe  city  court," 
the  exercise  of  which  stands  clear  of  all  objections  on  constitutional  grounds.  3  Penrose  if  ffatts' 
Reports,  253-26. 
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lots,  lying  northwardly  and  westwardly  of  Penn  street,  and  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  said  city,  to  define,  locate,  and  cause  to  be  opened  a  pub- 
lic street,  to  be  designated  and  known  by  the  nsnie  of  Duquesne  way, 
which  shall  be  at  least  forty  feet  in  width,  and  shall  extend,  running  par- 
allel with  Penn  street,  from  the  said  eastern  boundary  until  it  shall  inter- 
sect Water  street,  continued  on  such  courses,  and  for  such  distance  as  the 
said  councils  shall  determine  and  direct;  (authority  being  hereby  granted 
to  continue  and  open  the  same  ;)  and  the  distance  between  the  said  Penn 
street  and  the  said  Duquesne  way,  measured  on  any  line  perpendicular  to 
both  shall  not  be  less  than  four  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  nor  graded  more 
than  four  feet  below  the  grade  of  Penn  street :  Provided  nevertheless. 
That  before  the  said  way  shall  be  opened,  the  provisions  hereinafter  con- 
tained for  the  assessment  of  damages,  and  compensation  to  the  owners  of 
lots,  shall  have  first  been  complied  with. 

III.  After  the  said  way  shall  have  been  located  and  opened,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  afore- 
said be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  fix  and  adopt  a  convenient  grade 
for  the  space  lying  northwardly  from  the  line  of  the  said  way,  and  to  oc- 
cupy, fill  up,  and  improve  the  same,  according  to  the  grade  adopted;  and 
the  space  so  graded  and  lying  between  the  said  way  and  low  water  mark 
of  the  Allegheny  river,  shall  forever  thereafter  be  occupied,  used,  and  em- 
ployed as  a  public  landing,  and  the  said  councils  shall  have  full  power  to 
make  such  rules,  regulations  and  by-laws,  regulating  the  use  of  the  said 
public  landing,  as  they  may  tliink  proper,  and  shall  not  be  inconsistent 
with  the  existing  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  to  direct  and  enforce  the  col- 
lection of  such  fees,  tolls  and  duties,  in  the  nature  of  wharfage,  as  they 
may  deem  just  and  expedient,  and  to  exercise  in  every  respect,  over  the 
said  public  street  and  public  landing,  when  the  same  shall  be  opened,  the 
same  powers  and  authority  which  they  may  or  can  exercise  by  law  over 
the  other  public  streets  and  landings  within  the  said  city. 

IV.  When  the  said  city  councils  shall  have  located,  and  defined  by  its 
limits,  the  said  way,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of 
this  act,  they  shall  direct  two  plans  thereof  to  be  made  by  the  city  regula- 
tor, showing  accurately  the  location  and  limits  of  the  said  way,  together 
with  those  of  the  streets  and  lots  adjacent  thereto,  the  names  of  the  own- 
er being  marked  thereon,  one  of  which  plans  shall  be  kept  in  the  office  of 
the  said  city  regulator,  and  the  other  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  the 
said  plans  to  be  opened  at  all  reasonable  times,  for  the  inspection  of  all 
persons  wishing  to  examine  the  same ;  and  the  said  councils  shall  cause 
public  notice  to  be  given,  in  two  newspapers  published  in  the  said  city,  for 
at  least  two  weeks  previous  to  a  regular  sitting  of  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions,  in  the  said  county,  of  the  location  and  intended  opening  of  the 
said  way,  and  of  the  places  where  plans  thereof  are  deposited  for  inspection  ; 
and  any  person  or  persons  owning  lots  to  which  the  said  way  is  adjacent, 
and  who  shall  consider  that  his,  her,  or  their  lot  or  lots,  are  or  shall  be  dam- 
aged by  the  said  location,  may  make  application  by  petition,  to  the  next 
eourt  of  quarter  sessions  following  the  publication  of  the  said  notice,  who 
shall  thereupon  appoint  twelve  discreet  and  disinterested  persons,  who, 
being  first  sworn  or  affirmed,  shall  proceed  to  enquire,  on  actual  view  of 
the  premises,  whether  any,  and  what  damages  may  or  shall  be  sustained 
by  the  persons  petitioning,  by  reason  of  the  opening  of  the  said  way  ;  and 
the  said  viewers,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  make  a  report  to  the  next 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  their  appraisement   of  the  damage  sustained, 
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if  any,  and  of  their  apportionment  of  the  same  among  the  said  owners, 
which  report  shall  be  filed  in  the  said  court,  and  entered  at  large  in  the 
dockets  thereof,  and  shall  forever  thereafter  bind  and  conclude  all  persons 
owning  lots  adjacent  to  or  affected  by  the  opening  of  the  said  way ;  and 
the  said  city  councils,  so  soon  as  the  damages,  if  applied  for  and  assessed 
in  the  manner  aforesaid,  shall  have  been  paid,  under  their  direction,  out  of 
the  city  treasury,  to  the  persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  may  immedi- 
ately thereafter  direct  the  opening  of  the  said  way  and  landing,  through 
the  whole  distance  herein  before  authorised,  or  through  the  square  or 
squares  in  which  the  said  damages  have  been  paid  or  unclaimed,  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  herein  before  spe- 
cified, and  all  lots  which,  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  said  way,  were 
hounded  by  the  Allegheny  river,  shall  forever  thereafter  be  bounded  by 
and  front  on  the  way  herein  authorised  to  be  opened.' 

Passed  31st  March,  1836. 


ACT  OF  16TH  JUNE,  1836. 

III.  IV.  V.  VI.  VII.  and  VIII.  relates  to  city  districts.  See  pa- 
ges 16-19. 

IX.  All  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  within  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  if  not  less 
than  twenty  feet  in  width,  which  have  been  laid  out,  appropriated  and 
opened  by  private  persons,"  for  public  use,  or  for  the  use  of  the  owners  of 
lots  fronting  thereon,  or  which  shall  be,  being  of  not  less  than  twenty  feet 
in  width,  hereafter  laid  out,  appropriated,  and  opened,  as  aforesaid,  shall  for 
every  purpose  be  deemed,  taken,  and  be  public  highways,  as  fully  as  the 
other  public  streets  within  the  said  city. 

X.  The  select  and  common  councils  of  the  cit^'  of  Pittsburgh,  aforesaid, 
when  they  shall  consider  that  the  opening  of  any  new  street,  lane  or  alley 
within  the  said  city,  or  that  an  increase  of  width  of  any  street,  lane  or 
alley  already  laid  out  and  opened,  is  necessary,  for  the  use  and  convenience 
of  the  public,  shall  have  power,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised,  thereupon, 
to  direct  and  determine  the  location  and  limits  of  such  street,  lane  or  alley, 
or  the  increase  of  width  necessary  in  any  case,  as  aforesaid,  and  a  plan  of 
specification  of  such  location,  or  determination  of  increase  of  width,  shall 
be  made  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  recordirig  regulator  of  the  said 
city,  for  public  examination  and  inspection,  whereof  notice  shall  be  given 
in  at  least  two  newspapers,  published  in  the  said  city  ;  and  any  owner  or 
owners  of  ground  lying  on  the  line  of  such  street,  lane  or  alley,  who  shall 
consider  that  he,  she  or  they,  shall  suffer  damage  from  the  opening  or 
widening  of  the  same,  may  apply,  by  petition,  to  the  next  court  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  county  of  Allegheny,  by  whom  such  orders  and  appoint- 
ments shall  be  made,  and  the  same  proceedings,  in  every  respect,  shall  be 
had  for  the  view,  appraisement  of  damages,  the  report  thereof,  and  confir- 
mation of  the  same,  as  are  directed  by  the  provisions  of  the  general  road 
laws  of  this  commonwealth ;  and  the  said  councils,  so  soon  as  they  shall 
have  caused  payment  of  damages  assessed,  to  be  made  to  the  persons 
entitled  to  receive  the  same  according  to  the  report  of  the  viewers  returned 
to  the  said  court,  and  confirmed  by  the  same,  may  proceed  to  cause  such 
street,  lane,  or  alley,  to  be  opened  forthwith,  and  the  same  shall  forever 
thereafter  be  taken  and  allowed  to  be  a  public  highway,  for  the  same  uses 

1  For  remainder  of  this  act,  see   Gas  works,  page  79.  \ 
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ami  purposes  as  the  other  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  within  the  said  city  : 
Provided  nevertheless.  That  if  the  damages  ascertained  in  the  manner 
aforesaid  shall  not  have  been  paid  within  one  year  from  the  time  of  the 
confirmation  of  the  report  of  the  same,  then  the  proceedings  had  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  provisions  of  this  section,  sliall  thereafter  be  held  null  and  void. 
XI.  and  XII.   Relates  to  City  Districts  :     See  page  19. 


ACT  OF  2 1ST  APRIL,  1841. 

A  Supplement  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  a  District  Court 
in  the  counties  of  Erie,  Crawford  and  Venango,"  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

VI.  Whereas,  Difficulties  have  heretofore  arisen  and  may  again  occur, 
respecting  the  true  location,  extent  and  width  of  Grant  street.  Water  street, 
Cherry  alley,  and  other  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
in  the  county  of  Allegheny,  and  which  may  cause  much  litigation: 

And  whereas.  It  is  alleged  that  there  are  a  number  of  aged  persons  now 
living,  whose  testimony,  if  perpetuated,  might  be  of  vital  importance  as 
well  to  the  city  as  to  the  different  individuals  interested :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted.  That  either  of  the  judges  of  the  district  court  of  Allegheny 
county  shall  have  power,  whenever  he  shall  be  applied  to  for  that  purpose, 
tft  appoint  a  suitable  person  as  commissioner,  to  take  the  testimony  in 
writing  of  all  such  witnesses  as  may  be  brought  before  him  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

VII.  AVhenever  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  may  be  desirous  to 
perpetuate  the  testimony  of  witnesses  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
him  to  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  such  depositions  in  two 
weekly  newspapers  published  in  said  city,  by  four  successive  insertions  in 
each  paper. 

VIII.  Whenever  any  private  person  or  persons  may  wish  to  perpetuate 
testimony  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him,  her  or  them  to  give  notice 
of  the  same,  as  prescribed  in  the  seventh  section  of  this  act.  And  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  he,  she  or  they  shall  serve  a  copy  of  the  notice  on  the  mayor 
and  solicitor  of  said  city,  at  least  twenty  days  before  the  time  of  taking  such 
deposition. 

IX.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  transcribe  the 
notice  so  given  as  aforesaid  to  the  head  of  the  depositions  taken  at  any  one 
time,  and  to  certify,  at  the  conclusion  of  said  notice,  that  the  foregoing 
notice  was  published  according  to  the  requirements  of  this  act.  Said 
commissioner  is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  administer  an  oath 
or  affirmation  to  all  such  witnesses  as  may  be  brought  before  him.  He 
shall  then  proceed  to  take  their  depositions,  having  power  to  adjourn  the 
examination  from  time  to  time  as  may  best  suit  the  parties  concerned.  At 
the  close  of  said  depositions  he  shall  certify  that  they  were  taken  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  notice  aforesaid. 

X.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  recorder  for  deeds  of  the  county  of  Alle- 
gheny to  record  said  depositions,  if  presented  to  him,  in  a  book  to  be 
provided  for  the  purpose  at  the  expense  of  said  city,  and  certify  the  same, 
as  in  the  case  of  other  papers,  for  which  he  shall  be  allowed  the  same 
fees  as  for  deeds ;  which  said  record,  or  a  certified  copy  thereof,  shall 
be  admissible  in  evidence  in  all  cases  where  the  question  of  the  true 
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location,  extent  or  width  of  any  street,  lane  or  alley  to  which  they  relate 
shall  arise. 

Passed  21st  April,  1 841. 


ORDINANCE  OF  24TH  AUGUST,  1816. 

An  Ordinance  describing  the  duties  and  compensation  of  the  regulators 
of  lots  and  streets,  and  the  measurers  and  inspectors  of  boards  and 
scantling. 

I.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  regulators  of  lots  and  streets  of  the  said 
city,  when   requested,    to  regulate,  adjust  and  mark  the   boundaries  on 
streets,  squares  and  alleys,  and  the  other  boundaries  and  lines  of  any 
piece,  lot  or  lots  of  ground,  in  the  said  city,  and  also,  if  requested,  to 
shew  the  height  of  the  curb  stone  opposite  the    same;  for  which   service- 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  have  and  receive,  for  each  lot,  the  sum  of  three 
dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  or   persons  requesting  the  said  regula- 
tions.    It  shall  also  be  their  duty,  when  required  by  the  street  commis- 
sioner, or  other  proper  officer  or  authority,  to  regulate,  mark,  and  survey, 
with  respect  to  width,  boundaries,  lines,  ascents  and  descents  of  any  or  all 
of  the  squares,  streets  and  alleys  of  the  said  city,  ascertaining  and  mark- 
ing the  highest  part  of  each  from  which  the  water  ought  to  run  ;  these  sur- 
veys and  regulations  not  to  be  made  partially,   or  in  a  temporary  manner, 
or  with  a  view  only  to  present  improvements,  but  they  shall  be  permanent, 
and  with  a  view  to  future  improvements.     They   shall  also  regulate  and 
mark  and  shew  the  depth  which  any  square,  street  or  alley  shall  be  dug- 
down  or  raised,  for  the  purpose  of  being  paved.      They  shall   also  when 
required  by  the  street  commissioner,  or  other  proper  authority,  regulate, 
mark  out  and  survey  any  common  sewer  or  water  course,  which  may  be 
ordained  and  ordered  to  be  made  by  the  proper  authority.       They  shall 
have  and  fix  proper  and  plain  marks,  which  can  at  all  times  be  referred  to, 
shewing    and    marking  their  work,   surveys  and   regulations    aforesaid. 
They  shall  keep  an  official  book,  well  bound,  of  strong  large  paper,  in 
which  they  shall  plainly   and  distinctly   enter  and  record,  with  proper 
references  to  marks   and  drafts,   all  their    surveys  and  regulations,  the 
quantity  of  descent,  expressed  in  inches  to  the  hundred  feet,  in  all  the 
principal  streets,  squares  and  alleys  aforesaid,  from  one  marked  corner,  or 
other  mark,  to  another,  as  also  from  the  highest  points  in  each  street,  when 
not  a  corner,  to  the  next  marked  corners  between  which  it  stands,  with  their 
distances  from  said  points  respectively.     They  shall,  in  like  manner,  insert 
and  note  the  depth  and  quantity  of  descent  as  aforesaid,  of  such  common 
sewers  as  shall  be  found  necessary,  with  such  explanatory  notes  and  ob- 
servations relating  to   the  whole,  as  they  may  judge  useful.       This  book 
shall  be  procured  by  the  mayor,  at  the  expense  of  the  city,   and  shall  be,^ 
together  with  all  books  and  papers  relating  to  the  aforesaid  subject,  in  the 
hands  of  the  present  or  late  regulator  of  the  city,  as  shall  reside  nearest 
to  the  court-house,  and  shall,  at  all  times  be  free  and  open  to  the  inspection 
of  all  persons.     Provided  ahvays,  that  no  survey  or  regulation  shall  be 
made  as  aforesaid  without  previous  notice  being  given  by  the  regulators  to 
to  the  owners,  or  agents  resident  in  the  city,  of  lots  bounded  by  any  square, 
street  or  alley,  so  intended  to  be  surveyed  or  regulated;  and  that  no  record 
be  made  of  such  survey  or  regulation,  until  the  same  shall  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  and  approved  by  the  select  and  common  councils." 

1  See  note  at  the  end  of  this  chapter. 
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II.  Supplied. 

III.  That  if  any  regulator  aforesuid  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform 
any  of  the  duties  hereinbefore  described,  or  shall  unfaithfully  execute  the 
same,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  offence,  on  conviction  thereof,  the 
sum  of  fifty  dollars ;  and  upon  such  conviction,  his  commission  and  ap- 
pointment shall,  forthwith,  be  void,  and  he  shall  be  considered  as  removed 
from  office,  of  which  the  councils  shall  have  notice  from  the  mayor,  that 
they  may  proceed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

IV.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  alter,  deface,  remove  or  destroy 
any  rnark,  post  or  pin,  made  or  set  up  by  the  regulators  aforesaid,  or  any 
of  them,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  offence, 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

V.  That  the  aforesaid  regulators,  together  with  their  necessary  assist- 
ants may,  at  all  seasonable  hours,  enter  into  or  upon  any  lot  or  land  with- 
in the  said  city,  and  survey  and  measure  the  same,  in  order  to  perform  the 
services  and  duties  required  of  them  by  virtue  of  this  ordinance. 

VI.  See  boards,  &c.,  page  38. 

VII.  That  no  regulator,  inspector  or  measurer  of  boards  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  deputy,  but  in  all  cases  shall  perform  their  respective 
duties  personally. 

Passed  24th  August,  1816,  and  recorded  2~ih  Sept.,  1816,  in  Book  A.,  page  23. 


ORDINANCE  OF  28TH  SEPTEMBER,  1816. 

An  Ordinance  respecting  sundry  new  streets  in  the  eastern  addition  to 
Pittsburgh. 

I.  That  Third  street  extending  from  Grant  street  to  Try  street,  and 
Fourth,  extending  in  a  direct  line  from  Grant  street  to  Try  street,  and 
Diamond  street,  extending  from  Ross  street  to  the  lane  leading  eastwardly 
from  the  end  of  Fourth  street,  and  Ross  street  extending  from  Third  street 
to  Diamond  street,  and  Try  street  extending  from  Third  street  to  the  lane 
leading  eastwardly  from  the  end  of  Fourth  street,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
accepted  and  declared  to  be  public  streets  and  highways  of  the  city,  and 
to  remain  of  the  width  designated  and  expressed  in  the  diagram  annexed 
to  this  ordinance,  and  more  particularly  described  in  the  deed  of  James 
O'Hara  and  James  Ross  subjoined  to  said  diagram ;  and  all  those 
streets  shall  be  kept,  repaired  and  maintained  for  public  use,  at  public  ex- 
pense forever  hereafter,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  public  streets  and 
alleys  within  the  city. 

II.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  James  O'Hara  and  James  Ross 
respectively  to  enclose  the  old  lane  leading  from  the  end  of  Fourth  street 
easwardly,  according  to  the  plan  delineated  in  the  before  mentioned  dia- 
gram, and  hold  and  improve  the  same  as  their  own  property  forever,  in 
consideration  of  their  having  given  their  own  ground  to  render  straight  and 
direct  the  streets  herein  before  accepted  and  confirmed ;  and  whenever  the 
said  parties,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  agree  to  extend  Diamond  street  in 
a  direct  line  to  Try  street,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  shut  up  and  ap- 
propriate to  their  own  use  so  much  of  the  old  lane  as  will  thereby  be  sup- 
plied, being  the  whole  of  the  lane  between  Diamond  street  continued  to 
Try  street ;  and  Diamond  street  when  thus  extended  by  agreement  of 
said  parties,  shall  thenceforward  become  a  public  street  throughout  to 
Try  street,  to  be  kept,  repaired  and  maintained  for  public^use,  at  public 
expense,  as  other  public  streets  and  alleys  in  the  city  ;  and  the  part  of  the 
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lane  aforesaid,  situate  between  Diamond  street  and  Try  street,  shall  thence- 
forth cease  to  be  a  highway,  and  may  be  shut  up  and  appropriated  accor- 
ding to  the  agreement  of  the  parties  aforesaid,  if  they  do  hereafter  agree 
for  that  purpose. 

Passed  28th  SepteraWr,  T81C;  re-enacled  14di  April,  1828,  and  recorded  13th  March  1828, 
in  Book  A  ,  page  125. 


ORDINANCE  OF  2D  NOVEMBER,  1816. 

An  Ordinance  respecting  wharves  and  foot  pavements  on  the  river  Mon- 
ongahela. 

I.  That  the  wharf  at  the  end  of  Market  street  be  placed  so  that  its 
southern  extremity  shall  be  every  where  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  feet  from  the  north  of  Water  street  and  extending  no  further 
down  the  river  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  one  feet  below  the  west  side 
of  Market  street  continued,  nor  extending  up  the  river  more  than  two  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  east  side  of  Market  street  continued  into  the  river  ; 
that  its  greatest  elevation  shall  be  opposite  to  the  middle  of  Market  street, 
where  it  may  be  raised  fifteen  feet,  and  sloped  gradually  from  this  eleva- 
tion up  and  down  the  river,  so  as  to  afford  an  easy  descent  each  way  to  the 
beach,' 

II.  Obsolete. 

III.  That  the  foot  pavements  in  Water  street  between  Wood  and  Grant 
streets,  shall  be  laid  out  twelve  feet  wide  from  the  north  side  of  Water 
street,  any  ordinance  or  regulation  heretofore  notwithstanding ;  but  no 
person  shall  be  compelled  to  make  such  pavement  before  the  cartway  op- 
posite to  his  lot  be  paved  with  stone. 

Passed  2d  November,  1816;  re-enacted  and  recorded  13th  March,  1828,  in  Book  A.,  pape  125. 


ORDINANCE  OF  14TH  DECEMBER,  1816. 

An  Ordinance  providing  for  the  pavement  of  the  cartways  and  footways 
of  the  streets,  and  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  street  commissioner. 

I.  That  the  cartways  of  the  public  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  city, 
shall  be  paved  with  round  stones  of  such  size  that  the  least  will  not  pass 
through  a  ring  of  six  inches  in  diameter;  they  shall^be  laid  edgewise,  when 
the  stones  are  not  quite  round,  and  the  largest  in  the  centre  of  the  street, 
and  be  bedded  in  gravel  or  coarse  sand;  the  pavementshall  be  so  rounded 
that  the  crown  in  the  centre  of  the  street  shall  be  on  a  level  with  the  top 
of  the  curb  stone,  and  at  the  intersection  of  streets  or  alleys,  courses  of  broad 
flat  stones,  forming  a  foot-path  from  corner  to  corner,  shall  be  laid;  and 
the  stones,  sand  and  gravel,  when  finished,  shall  form  and  compose  a  bed 
eighteen  inches  in  depth. 

II.  That  when  any  pavement  or  pavements  shall  be  completely  finished, 
ready  for  gravelling,  and  before  the  same  shall  be  covered  with  gravel,  the 
same  shall  be  viewed  by  the  mayor  and  street  commissioner,  and  if  ap- 
proved by  them,  the  mayor  shall  ascertain  from  satisfactory  vouchers,  the 
actual  amount  of  the  costs  and  expense  of  such  pavement  or  pavements, 

1  By  ordinance  passed  29th  May,  1824,  and  recorded  28th  Jnne,  1824,  in  Book  A.,  page  115, 
the  dimensions  of  the  wharf  at  the  end  of  Market  street,  were  directed  to  be  so  ahered  as  to 
be  raised  opposite  the  middle  of  the  said  street  six  feet,  and  sloped  from  that  point  so  as  to  forin 
an  inclined  plane  to  the  extreme  endii,  up  and  down  the  river,  as  soecified  inthia  section. 
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and  give  to  each  owner  of  property  as  aforesaid,  a  certificate  in  writing,  of 
tlie  amount  of  money  so  ascertained  to  have  been  by  him  or  them  expend- 
ed ;  and  the  holder  or  holders  of  such  certificates,  his,  her,  or  their 
legal  representative  or  representatives,  shall  receive  a  credit  for  the 
same,  on  the  whole  amount  of  his,  her  or  their  annual  city  taxes,  that 
may  become  due  in  any  succeeding  year  or  years,  until  the  whole  is  paid. 

III.  That  when  any  owner  or  owners  as  aforesaid,  of  any  ground,  lot 
or  lots  upon  any  street,  lane  or  allev,  agreed  to  be  paved,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  pave  opposite  to  such  ground,  lot  or  lots,  by  them  owned  as  afore- 
said, then  and  in  such  case  the  same  shall  be  done  by  the  street  commis- 
sioner, and  the  amount  of  paving,  and  twenty  per  cent,  as  a  penalty  shall 
be  charged  to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  which  shall  be  recovered  and 
collected  in  the  same  manner  as  city  taxes  are  usually  recovered  and  collected. 

IV.  That  where  any  private  cartway,  leading  from  the  street  to  any 
yard,  store-house,  stable  or  other  building  shall  cross  the  footway,  said 
footway,  where  it  shall  be  crossed,  shall  be  paved  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner  or  owners,  either  witli  round  stone,  or  with  hard  bricks  placed  on 
their  edge  ;  and  when  the  owner  or  owners  cf  any  such  property,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pave  as  aforesaid,  when  required  so  to  do  by  the  street 
commissioner,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioner  to  cause  the- 
same  to  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  owner  or  owners,  with  an  advance 
of  fifteen  per. cent,  as  a  penalty  for  such  neglect  or  refusal,  to  be  recover- 
ed and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  fines  and  forfeitures  are  usually 
recovered  and  collected. 

V.  That  when  any  street  or  alley  shall  cross  any  other  street  or  alley, 
agreed  to  be  paved  as  aforesaid,  then  and  in  such  case,  the  owner  or  own- 
ers of  the  ground,  lot  or  lots  upon  the  corners  where  such  street  or  alley 
crosses,  shall  pave  the  one-half  of  the  whole  width  of  the  street  or  alley  so 
crossing  the  street  or  alley  to  be  paved,  in  order  that  the  pavement  may 
meet  in  the  centre  of  the  streets  or  alleys  so  crossing  each  other ;  the  costs 
of  which  shall  be  refunded  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

VI.  That  in  all  cases  where  it  shall  or  may  be  necessary  to  lower,  raise 
or  alter  any  pavement  of  brick  or  stone,  which  may  have  been  made  ac- 
cording to  any  former  regulation,  such  alteration  shall  be  made  by  the 
street  commissioner,  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 

VII.  That  every  footway  which  may  hereafter  be  made  in  any  street 
within  the  city,  shall  extend  on  each  side  one  fifth  of  the  whole  width 
of  such  street,  except  on  Liberty  street,  which  shall  be  twelve  feet  wide, 
and  shall  be  faced  or  supported  with  substantial  hewn  curb  stones,  on 
a  level  with  the  pavementj  not  less  than  four  inches  thick,  and  one  foot 
deep  below  the  bottom  of  the  gutter ;  and  the  curb  stone  of  all  footways 
shall  be  rounded  at  the  corners  of  the  streets  or  alleys. 

VIII.  That  the  alleys  of  the  city  shall  be  paved  without  curb  stones, 
and  the  breadth  of  the  footways  therein  shall  be  one  fifth  of  the  breadth 
of  such  alley  on  each  side,  making  a  concave  to  the  centre,  that  the  wa- 
ter may  be  carried  down  the  middle. 

IX.  That  the  depth  of  all  gutters  in  any  street,  shall  be  determined  by 
the  councils,  at  the  time  of  paving  the  same  ;  and  the  greatest  depression  of 
the  gutter  shall  be  at  the  distance  of  twelve  inches  from  the  curb  stone,  and 
rising  from  thence  so  as  to  be  every  where  six  inches  from  the  top  of  the 
curb  stone. 

X.  That  in  future  no  posts  shall  be  raised  or  erected  in  any  of  the  paved 
streets,  lanes  or  alleys  of  the  city,  except  at  the  corners  of  the  streets  or 
alleys;  and  that  a  fine  of  one  dollar  be  imposed  on  each  and  every  person 
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who  shall  erect  a  post  or  posts  iu  violation  of  this  ordinance ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  street  commissioner  to  remove  any  post  or  posts,  ex- 
cept those  at  the  corners,  vsrhich  may  now  be  erected  in  any  of  the  paved 
streets  or  alleys  of  the  city. 

XI.  That  each  and  every  person  applying  for,  and  having  any  street  or 
nlley  prepared  for  pavuig,  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  and  who  shall  wil- 
fully neglect  or  refuse  to  pave  within  the  same  season,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  fine  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  expense  of  clearing  off  and  repairing 
such  street  or  alley  opposite  their  ground  or  lots  respectively,  for  the  use  of 
the  city, 

XII.  That  when  the  cartway  within  any  public  square,  street,  lane  or 
alley  within  this  city  hath  been  paved,  or  hereafter  shall  be  paved,  with 
stone,  agreeably  to  the  ordinances  of  this  city,  every  owner  of  the  lot  or 
lots  of  ground  opposite  to  such  stone  pavement,  shall,  without  delay,  at 
his,  her  or  their  own  cost,  cause  the  footway  in  front  of  such  ground,  to 
be  paved  with  brick,  and  supported  with  hewn  curb  stones,  and  keep  the 
same  in  good  repair;  and  if  the  owner  of  any  such  ground,  opposite  to 
such  stone  pavement,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pave  their  respective  foot- 
ways, as  aforesaid,  for  the  space  of  twenty  days  after  being  required  by 
the  street  commissioner  so  to  do,  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
street  commissioner,  and  he  is  hereb}''  enjoined  and  required,  to  pave 
the  same  with  brick,  and  support  it  with  hewn  stone  as  aforesaid,  and  to 
repair  such  pavements  in  like  manner,  and  to  recover  the  whole  amount  of 
the  expense  of  making  and  repairing  such  footway,  together  with  twenty 
per  centum  advance  thereon,  as  a  penalty  for  such  neglect,  and  the  costs  of 
suit,  by  an  action  in  the  name  of  "  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Citizens  of 
Pittsburgh,"  against  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lot  of  ground,  or  to  lew 
the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  tenant  in 
possession  of  such  lot  of  ground,  in  the  manner  that  rents  are,  or  shall  be 
by  law  recoverable ;  which  tenant  is  hereby  authorised  to  pay  the  same, 
and  to  deduct  the  amount  thereof  out  of  the  rent  which  may  then  become 
due,  or  thereafter  become  due,  for  such  lot  or  lots  of  ground ;  and  the  same, 
when  recovered,  shall  be  paid  into  the  city  treasury  :  Provided,  That  no 
such  pavement  shall  be  required  to  be  made  or  repaired,  before  the  front 
of  any  lot  or  lots  not  acually  built  upon,  more  than  a  strip  of  brick  pave- 
ment, of  the  breadth  of  five  feet  from  the  gutter,  or  stone  edge,  and  the 
residue  of  such  footways,  from  the  strip  of  pavement  to  line  of  the  street, 
shall  be  laid  with  gravel,  so  as  to  support  such  pavement,  in  such  manner 
as  the  street  commissioner  may  direct. 

XIII.  That  the  street  commissioner  shall  give  bond  with  the  penalty  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  with  two  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  and  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties. 

XIV.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  street  commissioner  to  superin- 
tend the  digging  down  or  filling  up  the  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  of  the  city  ; 
to  direct  and  appoint  the  depth  of  all  wells,  sinks  or  vaults  for  privies;  to 
cause  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  to  be  cleaned,  and  the  dirt  immediately 
removed ;  to  see  that  all  nuisances  of  whatever  kind,  shall  be  seasonably 
and  properly  removed  from  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys ;  to  have  the  care 
of  public  property  and  all  materials  intended  for  improvement,  and  a  gen- 
eral care  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  city. 

XV.  That  the  street  commissioner  shall  carry  into  execution  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  city,  relative  to  the  improvement  and  repair  of  the  public 
square,  streets  and  alleys  of  the  city,  and  shall  conduct  and  superintend  the 
expenditure  of  moneys   appropriated  for  that  purpose.     He  shall  invite 
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and  receive  proposals  by  advertisement,  and  shall  accept  such  as  shall  be 
most  advantageous  to  the  city,  for  contracts  and  work  to  be  done  and  per- 
formed upon  the  streets  and  public  property  of  the  city  :  he  shall  examine 
every  account  which  shall  be  exhibited  to  him,  for  any  moneys  demanded 
as  due,  in  pursuance  of  any  contract  which  shall  be  made  by  him,  and  if  he 
allows  the  same,  give  a  certificate  specifying  tiie  amount  due,  and  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  debt  was  contracted,  which  certificate,  together  with 
the  account  and  vouchers  respecting  the  same,  shall  be  presented  to  the 
mayor  for  investigation  :  and  if  the  mayor  approve  of  said  account  as 
legally  due,  he  shall  draw  an  order  on  the  treasurer,  for  the  sum  mentioned 
in  such  certificate  :  but  if  he  shall  not  approve  thereof,  he  shall  transmit 
the  said  account  and  vouchers,  with  such  observations  thereon  as  he  may 
think  proper,  to  the  select  and  common  councils  for  their  examination  and 
final  decision.  And  in  no  case  shall  a  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  city 
treasury  for  any  debt  or  demand  due  by  the  city,  without  the  person  re- 
quiring the  same  shall  first  present  and  deliver  to  the  mayor  to  he  filed  by 
him  as  a  voucher,  an  account  stated  against  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  wherein 
shall  be  contained  the  name  of  the  creditor,  and  the  nature,  amount  and 
date  of  the  demand,  to  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  (if  the  demand  is 
made  by  any  officer  of  the  city)  that  the  same  is  just  and  true  and  remains 
unpaid.  Nor  shall  any  warrant  on  the  city  treasury  be  drawn  in  any  case 
for  any  sum  of  money,  debt,  or  dues,  and  incurred  by  removing  nuisances, 
by  any  work  or  labor  done  on  any  square,  street  or  alley,  or  upon  any 
public  property,  or  by  any  public  work  or  improvement  whatsoever,  unless 
an  amount  shall  be  stated  and  delivered  as  aforesaid  and  accompanied  by  a 
certificate  of  the  proper  street  commissioner,  that  the  same  is  just  and  true 
and  unpaid,  and  in  this  manner  shall  the  accounts  and  expenditures  of  the 
street  commissioner  be  paid  and  satisfied,  and  not  otherwise. 

XVI.  That  after  the  cartways  have  been  completed  for  the  first  time, 
by  virtue  of  the  ordinances  of  the  city  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  street  commissioner,  out  of  moneys  to  be  appropriated  for  that 
purpose,  to  repair,  relay  and  maintain  the  same — And  that  from  and  after 
the  publication  of  this  ordinance,  every  person  or  persons  who  shall  pos- 
sess or  inhabit  the  front  shop,  house  or  building  adjoining  to  or  fronting 
the  foot  pavements  within  the  said  city,  shall  cause  the  same,  along  the 
front  of  their  respective  shops,  houses,  buildings  or  property,  to  be  swept, 
scraped  and  cleaned  at  least  on  every  Tuesday  and  Friday  of  each  week, 
before  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  and  shall  also,  for  the  same  dis- 
tance, keep  the  gutters  open  and  clean ;  and  if  he,  she  or  they  fail  so  to 
do,  a  fine  of  one  dollar  shall  be  imposed  on  the  person  or  persons  so  fail- 
ing or  offending,  for  each  and  every  neglect  or  offence. 

XVII.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  carry,  run,  drive  or  draw, 
or  cause  to  be  carried,  run,  driven  or  drawn,  on  any  of  the  foot  pavements 
within  the  said  city,  any  bier,  sledge  or  wheel-barrow,  wheel  or  wheels, 
or  any  coach,  wagon,  cart  or  carriage  whatsoever,  (except  directly  across 
the  same  on  necessary  occasions)  or  shall  wilfully  ride,  lead  or  drive  any 
horse,  ass  or  mule,  or  other  cattle,  (except  when  going  directly  across  the 
said  foot  pavement  to  or  from  stables  or  cowhouses,)  or  shall  throw  or 
cast  any  dirt,  dung,  ashes  or  rubbish  into,  or  upon  the  same,  or  shall  roll 
any  barrels,  hogsheads  or  casks,  empty  or  full,  along  the  said  foot  pave- 
ment, for  any  distance  whatever,  (except  across  them  directly  to  or  from 
cellars,  shops  or  warehouses,)  every  person  so  offending,  shall  on  convic- 
tion pay  a  fine  of  one  dollar. 

XVIII.  That  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  special  duty  of  all  officers 
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of  the  police  of  the  city,  aud  officers  concerned  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  same,  to  inform  upon,  and  prosecute  for  all 
offences  against  the  said  laws  and  ordinances  which  may  come  under  their 
notice  or  within  their  knowledge :  and  that  as  far  as  may  be  in  their  power, 
they  shall  inquire  for  and  find  out  the  names  of  persons  who  may  have 
committed  any  nuisance  or  other  offence  which  shall  come  under  their 
observation,  and  of  such  persons  also  who  may  neglect  or  refuse  to  fulfil 
any  provision  of  the  laws  or  ordinances, — And  it  is  hereby  also  ordained 
and  declared  to  be  the  special  duty  of  the  street  commissioner,  that  he  shall, 
at  least,  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  and  every  month,  visit  and  go  through 
the  various  parts  and  the  whole  of  the  city,  and  examine  for,  and  ascer- 
tain what  nuisances,  (if  any)  exist,  and  to  see  that  the  several  laws  and 
ordinances,  ou  the  execution  and  fulfilment  of  which  depend  the  health, 
cleanliness,  good  order,  and  safety  of  the  city  from  fire,  are  well  and  faith- 
fully obeyed  and  complied  with;  and  that  he  shall  immediately  thereafter  give 
information  to  the  mayor  or  aldermen  of  the  nuisances,  violations  or  omis- 
sions which  he  may  have  discovered.  And  if  any  officer  aforesaid  shall  herein 
offend,  or  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  several  duties  herein  re- 
quired of  him,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  inform  of  any  nuisance  or 
violation  of  the  ordinances  of  the  city  which  may  come  to  his  knowledge, 
he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars, 
and  be  also  liable  to  be  removed  from  office. 

Passed  14lh  December.  1816;  re-enacted  by  chap.  114,  and  recorded  I3th  March,  1828,  in  Book 
A.,  page  131. 


ORDINANCE  OF  25TH  MARCH,  1820. 

I.  That  when  the  requisite  number  of  owners  of  the  ground  or  lots, 
upon  any  square  or  alley,  not  less  than  a  squrre,  shall  petition  the  councils 
for  paving,  and  the  same  being  approved,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  street 
commissioner  to  advertise  for  at  least  two  weeks,  by  putting  up  printed 
or  written  advertisements  in  the  most  public  places  of  the  city,  and  to  con- 
tract with  the  lowest  and  best  bidder;  and  the  owners  shall  be  bound  to 
the  pavers  for  the  payment  thereof,  and  shall  i-eceive  a  credit  with  the  city 
for  the  amount  as  provided  for  in  the  second  section  of  the  ordinance  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement. 

II.  That  whenever  any  street  or  square  of  ground  shall  have  been  auth- 
orised by  the  councils  to  be  paved,  the  owners  of  lot  or  lots  opposite  to 
such  street  or  square,  shall,  set,  or  cause  to  be  set,  good  and  sufficient  curb 
stones  at  their  own  proper  charge  and  expense ;  and  if  after  twenty  days' 
notice  being  given  by  thestreet  commissioner,  the  said  owners  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  to  have  the  said  curb  stones  set,  then  and  in  such  case,  the  same 
shall  be  done  by  the  street  commissioner,  and  the  amount  of  setting  curb 
stones,  and  twenty  per  cent.,  as  a  penalty,  shall  be  charged  to  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof,  which  shall  be  recovered  and  collected  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  city  taxes  are  usually  recovered  and  collected. 

III.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  street  commissioner  to  advertise, 
in  manner  aforesaid,  for  the  clearing  and  preparing  all  streets  or  squares 
ordered  to  be  paved,  and  to  contract  with  the  lowest  and  best  bidder,  for 
clearing  and  preparing  the  same  ;  and  to  take  sufficient  security  from  the 
contractors  for  the  execution  of  such  contracts  ;  and  all  contracts,  and  the 
sureties  for  performing  the  same,  shall  be  approved  by  the  mayor,  and 
filed  in  his  office,  as  herein  before  directed. 

Passed  25th  March,  1820,  and  recorded  27th  April,  1820,  in  Book  A.,  page  59. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  27TII  APRIL,   1822. 

*^  further  supplement  to  '■'■  Jin  ordinance  providing  for  the  pavement  of 
the  cartways  and  footways  of  the  streets,  and  prescrihing  the  duties 
of  the  street  commissioner.^^ 

That  in  all  cases  where  moneys  have  been  appropriated  bv  an  ordinance 
of  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  said  city,  for  pavinjj  anv  street 
or  streets  therein,  and  the  same  remains  to  be  expended,  and  in  all  cases 
where  moneys  shall  hereafter  be  appropriated  by  an  ordinance  of  said 
councds  for  paving  any  street  or  streets  within  said  city,  the  owner  or  own- 
ers of  the  lot  or  lots  opposite  such  street  or  streets,  shall,  at  their  own 
proper  charge  and  expense,  prepare  and  set,  or  cause  to  be  prepared  and 
set,  good  and  sufficient  curb  stones  in  front  of  his,  her,  or  their  lot  or 
lots ;  and  if  after  twenty  days'  notice  being  given  by  the  street  com- 
missioner to  the  owner  or  owners,  his,  her,  or  their  agent  or  attorney,  he, 
she  or  they  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  have  said  curb  stones  prepared  and 
set,  then  and  in  such  case  the  same  shall  be  done  by  the  street  commission- 
er, and  the  cost  of  preparing  and  setting  such  curb  stones  and  twenty  per 
cent,  as  a  penalty,  shall  be  charged  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lot  or 
lots,  which  shall  be  recovered  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  city 
taxes  are  usually  recovered  and  collected. 

Passed  27tli  April,  1822.  and  recurded  22d   May,  1822,  in  Book  A.,  page  64. 


ORDINANCE  OF  28TH  JANUARY,  1828. 

^n  Ordinance  supplementary  to  "^n  ordinance  providing  for  the  pave- 
ment of  the  cartways  and  footways  of  the  streets,  and  prescribing  the 
duties  of  the  street  commissioner.'''' 

I.  That  so  much  of  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  ordinance,  to  which  this 
is  supplementary,  passed  on  the  14thDecember,  1816,  as  provides  that  the 
city  shall  repair  and  keep  in  order  the  footways  which  have  been  or  shall 
be  paved  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  that  ordinance,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

II.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  street  commissioner,  to  enforce  and  carry  into  full  effect  the  pro- 
vision of  the  twelfth  section  of  the  ordinance  to  which  this  is  supplementary, 
against  all  persons  who  have  neglected  to  comply  therewith. 

Passed  28tli  January.  1828,  and  recorded  19th  February,  1828,  in  Book  A.,  page  110. 


ORDINANCE  OF  4TH  FEBRUARY,  1828. 

./?  Supplement  to  an  ordinance,  entitled  "  An  ordinance  describing  the 
duties  and  compensation  of  the  regulators  of  lots  and  streets,  and  for 
other  purposes.''^ 

I.  That  three  regulators  of  lots  and  streets  shall  be  chosen  by  the  viva 
voce  joint  vote,  of  the  select  and  common  councils,  on  the  25th  day  of 
this  instant,  to  serve  until  the  second  Tuesday  of  January  next. 

II.  That  one  of  the  three  regulators  of  lots  and  streets  so  chosen,  shall 
be  styled  the  recording  regulator,  who  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  give  bonds  to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  Pitts- 
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burgh,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithiul 
performance  of  the  duties  of  recording  regulator  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
which  recording  regulator,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  regulator  of  lots  and 
streets,  as  heretofore  by  law  required,  shall  do  and  perform  the  several 
duties  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  wit:  He  shall  procure,  at  the  expense  of 
the  city,  a  book  or  books  of  strong  large  paper,  substantially  bound,  wherein 
he  shall  protract  a  plot  or  diagram  of  each  square  of  the  city,  bounded  by 
the  main  or  principal  streets,  together  with  the  interior  alleys  and  public 
passages,  assigning  to  each  leaf  not  more  than  one  entire  square ;  and  also 
shall  write  thereon  the  exact  measure  of  the  sides  and  divisions  of  said 
squares,  and  the  names  and  breadth  of  the  streets,  alleys  and  public  passages, 
bounding  or  being  within  the  same,  and  in  an  intelligible  manner  shall  note 
and  number  in  their  proper  places  upon  the  said  plats  or  diagrams  all  per- 
manent marks  of  reference,  now  made,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  made, 
in  any  of  the  said  squares,  streets,  alleys  or  public  passages,  whether  the 
same  relate  to  lines,  or  to  ascents,  descents  or  water  courses ;  explanations 
and  descriptions  of  which  shall  be  written  in  the  proper  books  of  reference, 
with  an  index,  to  be  by  the  recording  regulator  procured  for  the  purpose  at 
the  expense  of  the  city. 

III.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  recording  regulator,  to  procure  at 
the  expense  of  the  city,  a  rod  of  durable  wood,  ten  feet  long,  the  ends 
thereof  covered  with  brass,  copper  or  other  suitable  material ;  and  cause 
the  whole  of  said  rod  to  be  divided  into  feet  and  inches,  and  after  the  same 
shall  be  so  procured,  deposit  it  in  the  office  of  the  recording  regulator,  there 
to  remain  as  a  permanent  standard  rod,  for  the  use  of  the  citizens  generally. 
And  it  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  said  regulators  of  lots  and  streets,  to 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  ordinance,  to  have  all  rods  or  measures  used 
by  them,  made  agreeable  to  said  standard  rod. 

IV.  That  the  said  recording  regulator  shall,  and  is  hereby  required  to 
keep  an  office,  into  which  he  shall  remove  all  the  books,  maps,  papers  and 
documents,  and  all  the  tools  and  implements,  required  or  relating  to  the 
regulation  of  lots  and  streets  of  the  city,  there  to  be  safely  kept  in  suitable 
cases  or  chests,  which  said  books,  maps,  papers  and  documents  shall  at  all 
reasonable  times  be  open  to  inspection. 

V.  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  recording  regulator,  an  an- 
nual salary  of  two  hundred  dollars,  in  lieu  of  office  rent,  and  as  a  compen- 
sation for  his  services  in  preserving  the  books,  maps,  records  and  other 
papers  belonging  to  his  office,  and  for  the  time  he  is  necessarily  employed 
therein,  in  doing  and  performing  the  several  matters  and  things  of  a  public 
nature,  required  by  this  or  any  other  existing  ordinance.  And  the  said 
recording  regulator,  and  each  of  the  other  regulators  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per  day,  for  each  and  every  day,  he 
or  they  shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  making  any  survey  or  reghlation 
which  may  be  required,  to  carry  into  effect  any  ordinance  or  resolution 
of  the  select  and  common  councils,  relating  to  the  pavements  or  other 
public  works. 

VI.  That  any  person  or  persons  desirous  of  having  any  lot  or  piece 
of  ground  laid  out,  and  regulated  within  the  city,  shall  make  application  or 
give  notice  thereof,  in  writing,  to  the  recording  regulator,  previous  to  any 
regulation  being  made,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  regulator  making  such 
regulation,  to  deliver  a  plot  or  diagram  thereof  with  the  boundaries  and 
length  of  its  lines  noted  thereon,  and  its  distances  from  the  nearest  public 
street  or  alley,  into  the  office  of  the  recording  regulator,  within  thirty  days 
lifter  the  said  regulation  shall  have  been  made ;  for  which  service  they 
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shall  be  entitled  to  have  and  receive,  for  each  lot  so  regulated,  the  sum  of 
three  dollars,  to  be  paid  by  the  person  or  persons  requesting  said  regulation. 
And  the  recording  regulator  shall  enter  and  protract  in  the  proper  draft- 
book,  and  upon  the  plot  of  the  square  to  which  may  belong,  a  correct 
plot  or  diagram  of  every  lot  which  may  be  hereafter  regulated,  and  record 
the  name  of  the  owner  or  person  requesting  such  regulation.' 

VII.  That  so  much  of  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  ordinance  entitled 
"An  ortlinance  for  the  organization  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,"  passed  20th 
day  of  July,  1816,  and  so  much  of  the  ordinance  to  which  this  is  a  sup- 
plement, as  is  hereby  altered  and  supplied,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed. 

I'assed4th  February,  1828,  snd  recorded  19th  February,  1828,  in  Book  A., page  116. 


ORDINANCE  OF  31ST  AUGUST,  1829. 

An  Ordinance  altering  the  width  of  certain  footways  within  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  every  footway 
in  any  forty  foot  street  within  the  city,  shall  extend  nine  feet  on  each 
side  of  the  same. 

II.  That  so  much  of  the  seventh  section  of  an  ordinance  entitled  "An 
ordinance  providing  for  the  pavement  of  the  cartways  and  footways  of 
the  streets,  and  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  street  commissioner,"  passed 
14th  December,  1816,  and  re-enacted  14th  March,  1828,  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  3l8t  August,  1829,  and  recorded  8th  September,  1829,  in  Book  A.,  page  15(7. 


ORDINANCE  OF  IITH  JANUARY,  1830. 

An   Ordinance  for  the  appointment  'of  a  street  commissioner  by  the 

councils,  (^-c,  4'C. 

I.  That  the  select  and  common  councils  shall,  in  their  joint  meeting, 
for  the  appointment  of  city  officers,  elect  a  street  commissioner  for  the 
current  year,  who  shall  take  the  oath  of  office  prescribed  by  law. 

[Remainder  of  this  ordinance  is  repealed.] 


ORDINANCE  OF  3 1ST  MAY,  1880. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  entitled,  "  An  ordinance 

respecting  pavements.^'' 

That  when  sand  or  gravel  cannot  be  conveniently  obtained,  that  glass- 
house cinders  may  be  substituted,  at  the  discretion  of  the  paving  commit- 
tee and  the  street  commissioner,  any  clause  of  the  ordinance  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  31st  May,  1830. 

1  It  is  as  yet  in  this  city  a  doubtful  question,  Mow  far  the  regulation  of  lots,  mmle  by  the  ciry 
regulators,  under  the  directions,  and  according  to  tlie  provisions  of  the  several  city  ordinances, 
is  permanentand  binding  on  the  owners  of  property.  The  prevailing  opinion  is,  that  the  regu- 
lation of  a  lot,  by  the  city  regulators,  under  the  city  ordinances,  is  conclutive,  as  to  the  founda- 
tions and  party  walls  of  buildings  erected  conformably  thereto  ;  but  not  so  as  to  the  lines  of  the 
lot  upon  which  there  are  no  buildings.     See  the  case  of  Godthallvs.  Mariam,  I  Binn,  352. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  31ST  MAY,  1830. 

An  Ordinance  respecting  the  footways  of  Penn  street. 

I.  That  the  foot  ways  on  Penn  street  shall  be  thirteen  feet  wide,  meas- 
uring from  the  line  of  said  street  to  the  outside  of  the  curb  stone  next  the 
gutter ;  Provided  however.  That  there  shall  be  no  alteration  in  that  part 
of  Penn  street  already  paved,  until  the  curb  stones  shall  require  re-setting. 

II.  That  any  ordinance  inconsistent  with,  or  supplied  or  altered  by  the 
foregoing,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  SUtMay,  1830. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  DECEMBER,  1830. 
An  Ordinance  providing  for  the  opening  of  Cherry  alley. 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh,  that  Cherry  alley,  in  said  city,  was  originally  intended  for  and 
laid  out  as  an  alley  of  twenty  feet  in  width,  extending  from  Water  street 
to  Liberty  street,  and  whereas  certain  individuals  owning  property  on 
Cherry  alley,  and  in  streets  intersected  thereby,  have  extended  their  build- 
ings, fences,  and  other  erections,  so  as  to  encroach  upon,  and  appropriate 
to  their  own  use,  several  portions  of  said  alley ;  Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  <^c.,  That  the  solicitor  of  the  city 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  take  such  legal  measures 
as  he  may  deem  most  proper,  to  open  and  widen  Cherry  alley,  according 
to  the  original  regulation  thereof,  so  as  to  give  to  said  alley  its  full  width, 
as  contemplated  and  fixed  by  Col.  Woods'  plan  of  Pittsburgh. 

II.  That  the  solicitor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised,  to  engage  ad- 
ditional counsel,  should  he  deem  it  necessary,  to  assist  in  the  prosecution 
of  such  means  as  he  may  adopt,  in  pursuance  of  the  first  section  of  this 
ordinance. 

III.  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated  to  meet  the  expenses  that  may  be  incurred  in  pursuance  of 
this  ordinance. 

Passed  27ih  December,  1830,  and  recorded  3d  January,  1831,  in  Book  A.,  page  160. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  JUNE,  1831. 

I.  That  whenever  any  street,  lane,  or  alley,  within  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, shall  be  prepared  for  paving,  the  mayor  shall  issue  an  order,  direct- 
ing the  street  commissioner  to  fence  and  barricade  such  street,  lane,  or 
alley,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  pleasure  carriages  of  all  descrip- 
tions, of  wagons,  carts,  drays,  droves  of  horses,  cattle  or  hogs,  and  of 
travellers  on  horseback ;  and  to  maintain  and  keep  up  such  fences,  enclo- 
sures and  barricades  until  the  pavement  be  finished,  and  accepted  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinance  of  the  city  : — and  if  any  person  shall  throw  down,  or 
remove,  or  impair,  or  in  any  way  disturb  said  fence,  enclosure,  or  barri- 
cade, or  any  of  the  materials  of  the  same,  such  person,  for  every  such 
offence,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  with  costs  of  suit. 

II.  That  if  any  person,  after  such  fences,  enclosures  or  barricades,  are 
thus  placed  in  any  street,  lane,  or  alley,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and 
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before  removed  off  the  same  by  order  of  the  street  commissioner,  shall 
ride  on  horseback,  or  drive  any  horse,  cattle,  or  hogs,  or  drive  any  wagon,  cart, 
dray,  or  otlier  wheel-carriage,  of  any  description,  over  or  along  that  part 
of  the  street,  lane,  or  alley  thus  set  apart  for  paving  or  repairing,  every 
person  thus  offending  shall  for  each  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars  with  costs  of  suit,  and  shall  moreover  forfeit  and  pay  whatever  sum 
it  may  cost  to  repair  the  damage  done  to  the  work  in  progress  towards 
completing  the  pavement. 

III.  That  whenever  it  become;;  necessary  to  take  up  and  repair  a  part 
of  any  pavement,  the  street  commissioner  shall  have  power,  under  an 
order  of  the  mayor  for  that  purpose,  to  fence,  barricade,  and  obstruct  such 
portion  of  the  street,  lane,  or  alley  he  may  judge  necessary  to  repair  : — 
and  all  the  provisions,  forfeitures  and  penalties,  provided  by  the  two  fore- 
going sections  of  this  ordinance,  shall  attach  to  and  be  inflicted  upon  every 
person  offending  in  like  manner  in  the  street,  lane,  or  alley  undergoing 
repair. 

IV.  That  when  any  street,  lane,  or  alley  is  thus  enclosed,  and  set  apart 
for  paving  or  repairing,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  street  commissioner  to 
place  in  a  conspicuous  situation,  at  each  end  of  the  enclosure,  a  written  or 
printed  notice,  composed  of  large  letters — that  no  passage  along  that  part 
of  the  street  will  he  permitted  until  the  pavement  is  finished. 

Passed  27th  June,  1831, and  recorded  otli  July,  1831,  in  Book  A.,  page  165. 


ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  MARCH,  1836. 

I.  That  Grant  street  at  the  intersection  with  Fifth  street,  shall  be  re- 
duced ten  feet  below  the  present  surface,  and  the  permanent  grade  thereof 
shall  be  fixed  at  ten  feet  below  the  top  of  the  middle  front  door  sill  of  St. 
Paul's  church  ;  and  from  the  intersection  aforesaid.  Grant  street  shall, 
when  so  reduced,  be  graded  a  uniform  descent,  northwardly,  to  the  pre- 
sent grade  of  Seventh  street,  at  tlie  west  end  of  the  canal  bridge,  and  from 
said  intersection  shall  be  graded  a  uniform  descent,  southwardly,  to  a 
point  half  way  between  Fourth  and  King  streets  ;  and  Smithfield  street, 
at  its  intersection  with  Fifth  street,  shall  be  raised  four  feet  above  the 
present  surface,  and  from  thence  shall  be  graded  a  uniform  descent  south- 
wardly to  Diamond  alley,  and  northwardly  a  uniform  grade,  to  Virgin  al- 
ley;  and  Fifth  street  shall  be  graded  a  uniform  descent,  westwardly,  from 
Grant  to  Smithfield  streets,  and  from  the  intersection  thereof  with  Smith- 
field  street,  the  grade  shall  be  a  uniform  descent  to  Wood  street ;  and  the 
grade  of  Fifth  street  shall  be  continued  eastwardly,  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty five  feet  to  an  elevation  four  feet  above  the  horizontal  line,  thence  to 
Ross  street  the  grade  shall  have  a  uniform  descent  of  one  foot  six  inches 
perpendicular.  Sixth  street,  Virgin  alley,  and  Diamond  alley,  shall  each 
of  them  be  graded  from  Grant  street,  a  uniform  descent,  to  Smithfield 
street.  And  Diamond  street  shall,  be  graded  from  Grant  street,  eastwardly 
one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  and  a  half  feet  at  a  uniform  ascent  of  five 
inches  in  every  ten  feet,  and  tbiCnce,  at  a  uniform  descent,  one  inch  and 
eight-tenths  in  every  ten  feet,  to  lloss  street. 

II.  That  Wylie  street,  when  opened,  shall  be  graded  from  Fifth  street 
to  High  street,  at  an  angle  of  two  degrees  twenty-two  minutes  below  the 
horizon,  and  thence  to  ihe  city  line,  as  now  bounded,  at  a  uniform  ascent 
of  two  degrees  twenty  four  minutes  above  the  horizon. 

III.  Thai  Coal    lane  shall  hav  e  a  uniform  ascending  grade  from  Grant 
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street,  eastwardly,  six  hundred  and  forty-one  feet,  at  an  angle  of  one  de- 
gree thirty-three  minutes  above  the  horizon,  and  thence  to  Seventh  street 
a  uniform  descending  grade,  at  an  angle  of  one  degree  fifty-one  minutes 
below  the  horizon  ;  and  all  the  streets  and  alleys  that  cross  or  intersect  the 
streets  and  alleys  above  described,  shall  be  graded  to  conform  with  the 
several  grades  herein  mentioned. 

Passed --JGth  March,  1836,  and  recorded   Slst  March,  183G,  in  Book  A.,  page  226,  &c. 


ORDINANCE  OF  13TH  JUNE,  1836. 

An  Ordinance  establishing  the  grade  of  Water  street,  Monongahela 
wharf,  <^c. 

I.  That  the  committee  on  wharves  be  authorised  and  required  to  grade 
Water  street  and  Monongahela  wharf,  from  Grant  street  to  the  Point, 
agreeably  to  a  diagram  in  the  office  of  the  recording  regulator.  Said  street 
to  be  thirty-five  feet  wide  from  the  curb  to  the  line  of  the  wharf.  The 
wharf  to  extend  from  the  line  of  the  street  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
feet  to  low  water  line,  at  a  regular  descending  grade  from  the  line  of  the 
street.  This  distance  from  the  line  of  Water  street  to  be  preserved  from 
Grant  street  to  West  street ;  from  West  street  to  the  Point  the  water  line 
to  be  preserved  terminating  at  the  Point,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
feet  from  the  line  of  Water  street,  as  laid  down  on  said  diagram. 

II.  That  a  curb  of  wood  or  stone,  shall  be  placed  at  the  termination  of 
the  grade  at  the  water  line,  to  correspond  with  the  pavement,  said  curb  to 
be  supported  by  a  rough  battered  stone  wall. 

III.  That  there  shall  be  placed  sixty  feet  from  the  curb  of  the  wharf, 
a  row  of  fastenings,  forty  feet  apart,  along  the  wharf;  fifty  feet  above  which 
another  row,  same  distance  apart,  and  fifty  feet  above  this  second  row, 
another  row,  same  distance  apart,  arranged  as  laid  down  on  the  diagram, 
which  fastenings  shall  be  either  of  locust  not  less  than  seven  feet  long, 
with  a  ring  and  links  similar  to  those  now  in  use,  or  a  chain  securely  fas- 
tened around  a  stone  not  less  than  three  feet  long,  and  one  foot  in  diameter, 
to  be  placed  not  less  than  five  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground. 

IV.  That  a  culvert  shall  be  placed  at  each  of  the  following  named  pla- 
ces, not  less  than  three  feet  in  diameter,  viz  :  at  Grant  street,  Cherry  al- 
ley, Smithfield,  Wood,  Market,  Ferry,  Short,  Liberty  and  Penn  streets, 
and  between  Penn  street  and  the  Point,  as  marked  on  the  diagram. 

V.  That  each  and  every  part  of  any  ordinance  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  ordinance,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  13th  June  1836,  and  recorded  16th  June,  1836,  in  Book  A.,  pages  230,  Sec. 


ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  JUNE,  1837. 

Whereas,  by  the  incorporation  of  the  borough  of  the  Northern  Liber- 
ties with  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  two  streets  bearing  the  same  name  of 
Water  street,  are  now  within  the  same  corporate  jurisdiction,  whereby 
errors  and  difficulties  may  arise — 

I.  That  the  name  of  the  street  in  the  late  borough  of  the  Northern  Lib- 
erties, now  Fifth  ward  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  heretofore  designated  and 
known  as  Water  street,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  changed  ;  and  that 
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said  street  shall,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  be  designat- 
ed and  known  by  the  name  of  Etna  street. 

Passed  26th  June,  1837,  and  reco-ded  29lh  June,  1837,  in  Book   A.,  page  24-2. 


ORDINANCE    OF  26TH  JUNE,  1837. 

I.  That  Penn  street,  at  its  intersection  with  Harrison  street,  sliall  re- 
main as  at  present  graded  and  fixed ;  and  from  the  intersection  aforesaid, 
Penn  street  shall  be  graded  a  uniform  ascent  eastwardly  of  one  and  one- 
fourth  inches  to  every  ten  feet,  for  the  one-half  distance  between  the  said 
Harrison  street,  and  a  street  designated  Locust  street,  in  Joseph  Patterson's 
plan  of  lots  in  said  Fifth  ward  ;  thence  in  a  descending  grade  of  one  inch 
to  every  ten  feet,  to  said  Locust  street,  and  from  thence  to  the  city  line,  at 
an  ascending  grade  of  one  inch  to  every  ten  feet. 

Passed  26th  June,  1837.  and  recorded  29th  June,  1837,  in  Book  A.,  page  242. 


ORDINANCE  OF  5TH  SEPTEMBER,  1837. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  "  An  ordinance  concerning  vaults  and 
water  pipes  in  the  streets,"  passed  October  Slst,  1831. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  person  to  construct  a  vault  in  any  of  the  streets,  lanes  or 
alleys,  within  the  city,  in  such  manner  as  will  in  anywise  disturb  or  en- 
danger the  safety  of  any  water  pipes,  stop  cocks  or  fire  plugs  belonging  to 
the  city. 

II.  That  no  permission  to  construct  a  vault  shall  be  granted  by  the 
mayor,  until  after  he  shall  have  been  fully  satisfied  by  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  superintendent  of  the  water  works,  or  otherwise,  that  the  construction 
of  such  vault  will  not  disturb,  or  in  anywise  endanger  any  of  the  water 
pipes,  stopcocks,  or  fireplugs  connected  with  the  waterworks  of  the  city. 

Passed  5th  September,  1837,  and  recorded  8th  September,  1837,  in  Book  A.,  page  244. 


ORDINANCE  OF  25TH  SEPTEMBER,  1837. 

j?n  Ordinance  establishing  the  grade  of  several  streets  in  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh. 

I.  That  the  grade  of  Second  street  shall  have  a  fall  from  Ross  to  Try 
street  of  Ig  inches  to  every  10  feet,  and  a  rise  from  Try  to  Gas  street  of  3f 
inches  to  every  10  feet.  Grade  of  Gas  street :  fall  from  Second  street  to 
street  in  front  of  gas  works,  15  inches  to  every  10  feet.  Grade  of  Try 
street  from  Second  street  to  Fourth  street:  fall  1|  inches  to  10  feet,  giv- 
ing a  height  above  the  water  of  the  canal  at  Fourth  street  of  10  feet  5 
inches. 

Passed  25th  September.  1837.  and  recorded  7th  October,  1 837,  in  Book  A.,  page  245. 


ORDINANCE  OF  4TH  JANUARY,  1838. 

An  Ordinance  declaring  and  fixing  the  grade  of  certain  streets  and 
alleys  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. 
I.  That  the  permanent  grade  of  Chatham  street,  at  its  intersection  with 
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Clay  alley,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  fixed  at  an  uniform  ascent  southwardly 
from  the  present  grade  of  Coal  lane  of  four  inches  to  every  ten  feet,  from 
its  intersection  with  Coal  lane,  as  aforesaid;  and  from  said  intersection  with 
Clay  alley,  it  shall  be  graded  an  uniform  descent  southwardly  to  a  point  at 
its  intersection  with  the  present  grade  of  Wiley  street. 

II.  That  Clay  alley  shall  be  graded  at  an  uniform  ascent  westwardly,  of 
two  inches  to  every  ten  feet,  from  the  present  grade  of  Washington  street, 
at  its  intersection  with  said  Clay  alley,  for  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  from  the  line  of  curb,  on  the  western  side  of  said  Washington 
street,  and  thence  to  Chatham  street,  an  uniform  descending  grade  west- 
wardly, to  a  point  at  its  intersection  with  the  aforementioned  grade  of 
Chatham  street,  at  its  intersection  with  said  Clay  alley. 

III.  That  the  grade  of  Mulbury  alley  in  the  Fifth  ward  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  permanently  fixed  at  an  uniform  ascent  westwardly  of  one  and 
three-eighth  inches  to  every  ten  feet,  from  the  present  grade  ofO'Hara 
street,  at  its  intersection  with  the  said  Mulbury  alley  to  a  point 
at  its  intersection  with  the  towing  path  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal, 
formerly  known  as  Washington  street. 

Passed  4th  January,  1838,  and  recorded  6lh  January,  1838,  in  Book  A.,  pages  247,  &c. 


ORDINANCE  OF  14TH  MAY,  1838. 

^n  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  passed  on  the  26th  of 

March,  1836,  entitled  "  Jin  ordinance  declaring  and  fixing  the  grade 

of  certain  streets  and  alleys.''^ 

Whereas,  An  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  grade  of  Smithfield  street, 
at  its  junction  with  Fifth  street,  by  an  ordinance  passed  on  the  26th  March, 
1836,  which  it  is  believed  will  have  an  injurious  effect  on  the  business  and 
prosperity  of  said  street,  without  any  corresponding  public  advantage  being 
obtained  by  said  alteration, — inasmuch  as  the  said  street  is  now,  and  bids 
fair  to  continue,  one  of  the  most  public  thoroughfares  in  the  city,  and  as 
being  one  of  the  most  easy  and  the  shortest  route  for  the  conveyance  of 
merchandise  to  and  from  the  canal  basins  and  Monongahela  wharf;  and 
as  the  obstruction  created  by  the  said  ordinance  to  the  transportation  of 
heavy  merchandise  by  means  of  drays,  carts,  &c.,  would  render  said  street 
less  fit  for  the  transaction  of  commercial  business  than  it  is  at  present :  and 
as  a  heavy  expense  would  be  incurred  by  the  city,  in  the  payment  of  dam- 
ages arising  from  said  alteration,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  public  interest ; 
and  as  the  said  street  would,  in  all  probability,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
have  to  be  remodelled  and  brought  back  to  the  grade  at  which  it  now  is, 
in  order  to  accommodate  the  increasing  commercial  business  of  the  citv — 
thereby  rendering  the  city  subject  a  second  time  to  the  payment  of  the 
damages  which  would  be  assessed  in  consequence  thereof:     Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  enacted,  <^c.,  That  so  much  of  the  ordinance  passed  on  the 
26th  March,  1836,  entitled  "  An  ordinance  declaring  and  fixing  the  grade 
of  certain  streets  and  alleys,"  as  is  contained  in  the  following  words,  viz  : 
"  And  Smithfield  street,  at  its  intersection  with  Fifth  street,  shall  be  raised 
four  feet  above  the  present  surface,  and  from  thence  shall  be  graded  a 
uniform  descent  southwardly  to  Diamond  alley,  and  northwardly  a  uniform 
grade  to  Virgin  alley" — be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed.  And  that 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance  the  grade  of  Smithfield  street 
shall  be  and  remain  the  same  as  before  the  passage  of  the  said  ordinance. 

Passed  l4th  May,  1838,  and  recorded  16th  May,  1838,  in  Book  A.,  pages  254,  &c. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  28TH  MAY,  1838. 

An  Ordinance  fixing  the  grade  of  certain  streets  in  the  city  of  Pitta- 
burgh. 

I.  That  thegrade  of  Tunnel  street  shall  have  a  fall  from  the  present  grade 
of  Coal  lane  to  Wiley  street,  of  two  and  one-fourth  inches  to  every  ten 
feet;  Mechanics'  street,  in  the  Fifth  ward,  to  fall  from  Penn  street  to  Pike 
street,  six  inches  to  every  ten  feet,  thence  to  Mechanics'  street  bridge  a  rise 
of  one  and  three-fourth  inches  to  every  ten  feet. 

Passed  28th  May,  1838,  and  recorded  1st  June,  lfj38,  in  Book  A.,  page  255. 


ORDINANCE  OF  SOTH  JULY,  1838. 

An  Ordinance  for  laying  out  a  street  to  he  called  Fifth  street,  from  the 
southern  end  of  Fifth  street  to  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  turnpike 
road,  at  the  city  line,  in  the  East  ward. 

I.  That  a  street  sixty  feet  in  width,  to  be  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  Fifth  street,  shall  be  laid  out  to  meet  the  continuation  of  the  Far- 
mers and  Mechanics'  turnpike  road  at  the  city  line.  The  northern  line 
of  which  street  shall  begin  on  the  northern  line  of  Fifth  street,  as  contin- 
ued by  James  Ross,  Esq.,  at  the  distance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four 
feet  from  the  eastern  line  of  Grant  street,  and  thence  running  south  eighty- 
six  and  a  half  east  to  the  city  line,  through  a  point  on  the  eastern  line  of 
Tunnel  street,  distant  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  feet  eight  inches  from 
Wylie  street ;  and  the  southern  side  or  line  of  the  said  sixty  feet  street, 
shall  commence  at  or  near  the  corner  of  lot  No.  21,  on  the  plan  of  lots  laid 
out  by  Thomas  and  J.  P.  Bakewell,  and  continued  in  a  straight  and  par- 
allel course  to  the  southern  side  of  Tunnel  street,  at  the  distance  of  fifty- 
four  feet  from  the  said  turnpike  road,  according  to  a  plan  showing  the  pro- 
posed continuation  of  said  street  from  Fifth  street  to  the  city  line. 

Passed  30th  July,  1838;  and  recorded  1st  August,  1838,  in  Book  A.,  page  357. 


ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  JULY,  1838. 

An  Ordinance  changing  the  name  of  Irwin's  alley,  and  extending  the 
width  of  the  same,  from  the  line  of  Penn  street  to  the  line  of  Du- 
quesne  way,  in  the  Fourth  ward. 

I.  That  Irwin's  alley,  in  the  Fourth  ward,  be  changed  from  the  present 
name  of  Irwin's  alley  to  that  of  Hancock  street,  and  that  it  shall  be  known 
and  designated  in  future  by  the  aforesaid  name  of  Hancock  street. 

II.  That  the  said  street  shall  be  extended  in  width,  on  the  western  side 
of  said  street,  from  the  present  width  of  twenty  feet  to  that  of  forty  feet, 
from  the  northern  line  of  Penn  street  to  the  southern  line  of  Duquesne 
way,  on  the  Allegheny  river  ;  as  set  forth  and  prayed  for  in  the  petition  of 
John  Herron  and  R.  N.  Havens,  and  that  the  aforesaid  twenty  feet  of 
ground  was  and  is  a  part  of  lot  No.  50,  of  Woods'  general  plan  of  lots  of 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  appropriated  by  the  above  named  John  Herron  and 
R.  N.  Havens  for  the  express  benefit  and  use  of  the  public  forever. 

Passed  30th  July,  1838;  and  recorded  1st  August,  1838,  in  Book  A.,  page  257. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  29TH    OCTOBER,  1838. 

An  Ordinance  repealing  the  ordinance  of  5th  September,  A.  D.,  1837. 

I.  That  the  ordinance  entitled,  "  An  ordinance  authorising  the  erection 
of  an  abutmentfor  a  bridge  adjoining  Duquesne  way,  opposite  Hand  street," 
passed  5th  September,  1837,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  said  bridge  shall  not  be  erected  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
decrease  the  water  way  to  a  less  area  than  that  at  the  Pennsylvania  aque- 
duct, or  any  of  the  bridges  already  erected. 

Passed  29th  October,  1838,  and  recorded  31st  October,  1838,  in  Book  A.,  page  258. 


ORDINANCE  OF  25TH  FEBRUARY,  1839. 

An  Ordinance  to  define  and  locate  Duquesne  way,  and  to  continue 
Water  street,  in  conformity  with  the  acts  of  assembly  relating  to  Du- 
quesne way. 

I.  That  Water  street  be  continued  from  a  point  in  the  northern  line  of 
Penn  street,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two  feet  distant  from  Marbury  street, 
on  a  north-westwardly  course,  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet,  making 
an  angle  northwardly  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  degrees,  twenty-four 
minutes,  with  Penn  street — thence  north-eastwardly  one  hundred  and 
nineteen  feet,  making  an  angle  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees,  twenty- 
seven  minutes,  with  the  course  last  described,  to  a  point  in  a  line  parallel 
with,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty  feet  distant  from  Penn  street. 

II.  That  the  southern  line  of  Duquesne  way  be  laid  out  "and  extended 
from  the  termination  of  Water  street  continued,  to  the  eastern  side  of  St. 
Clair  street,  parallel  with,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty  feet  distant  from 
Penn  street ;  thence  by  a  right  line  to  a  point  in  the  centre  of  Hand  street, 
four  hundred  aud  eighty  feet  distant  from  Penn  street ;  thence  by  a  right 
line  to  a  point  in  the  eastern  line  of  Washington  street,  six  hundred  and 
seventy-two  feet  distant  trom  Penn  street;  and  that  said  way  shall  be  forty 
feet  wide. 

III.  That  the  recording  regulator,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  pre- 
pare two  plans,  showing  accurately  the  location  and  limits  of  said  way,  and 
of  Water  street  continued,  one  of  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Allegheny  county,  and  the  other  shall  be  kept 
in  his  office. 

IV.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  councils  to  cause  due  pub- 
lic notice  to  be  given  of  the  location  and  intended  opening  of  said  way, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  assembly 
relating  thereto.' 

Passed  25th  February,  1839,  and  recorded  28th  February,  1839,  in  Book  A.,  page  262. 

1  In  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  assembly  in  relation  to 
Duquesne  way,  and  the  fourth  section  of  the  ordinance,  entitled,  "  An  ordinance  to  define  and 
locate  Duquesne  way,  and  to  continue  Water  street,  in  conformity  with  the  acts  of  assembly  re- 
lating to  Duquesne  way," — we  hereby  give  notice  that  two  plans,  showing  accurately  the  location 
andlimitsof  said  way,  and  Water  street  continued,  as  required  by  the  third  section  of  said  or- 
dinance, have  been  prepared  by  the  recording  regulator,  and  may  be  seen,  one  at  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  quarter  sessions  of  Allegheny  county, — the  other,  at  the  office  of  the  recording  regu- 
lator. 

E.  J.  ROBERTS,  Clerk  C.  C. 
ALEX.  MILLAR,  Clerk  S.  C. 

Pittsburgh,  Marchi^,  1839. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  IITH  MARCH,  1839. 

^n  Ordinance  fixing  and  establiihing  the  grade  of  certain  streets. 

I.  That  Quarry  street,  Liberty  street,  and  Spring  alley,  eastwardly 
from  O'Hara  street,  and  all  the  streets  which  cross  or  intersect  them  as 
far  norihvvardly  as  Penn  street,  shall  be  graded  as  designated  on  the  plan 
reported  this  day  by  the  street  committee, 

II.  Tliat  the  clerks  of  councils  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to 
certify  on  said  plan  its  approval  by  councils. 

III.  That  the  grade  of  Fourth  street,  between  Ross  and  Try  streets, 
shall  be  a  uniform  descent  from  the  grade  of  Ross  street  to  the  grade  of 
Try  street,  as  established  by  ordinance. 

Passed  llth  March,  1839  ;  and  recorded  14th  March,  1839,  in  Book  A.,  page  264. 


ORDINANCE  OF  IITH  MARCH,  1839. 

*4n  Ordinance  authorising  the  planting  of  ornamental  shade  trees. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  owners  of  lots  within  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  to  plant 
ornamental  shade  trees  in  front  of  their  said  lots,  and  to  cause  the  same  to 
be  protected  in  the  growth  by  boxes  or  posts,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  so 
long  as  the  said  trees  in  their  growth  to  perfection  require  care  and  atten- 
tion. Provided,  however,  That  such  ornamental  shade  trees  shall  be 
placed  in  such  a  manner  and  in  such  places  as  not  to  incommode  the  free 
use  and  occupancy  of  the  footways  for  business  purposes.  Further,  That 
such  trees  shall  be  planted  in  such  manner  and  in  such  places  as  not  to  stop  or 
obstruct  the  free  passage  of  the  water  along  the  gutters  of  said  streets,  and 
so  that  the  roots  will  not  injure  the  water  or  gas  pipes,  or  raise  the  pave- 
ments, And  provided  also.  That  in  all  cases  where  any  of  these  injurious 
effects  shall  be  produced,  either  to  the  gutters,  pipes  or  pavements,  such 
tree  shall  be  deemed  a  common  nuisance,  and  shall,  under  the  direction  of 
the  mayor  of  the  city,  be  forthwith  dug  up  and  removed  by  the  street 
commissioner,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  the  mayor  may  appoint  for 
the  said  purpose. 

II.  That  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  cut  down  or  materially  injure  any 
of  such  ornamental  shade  trees,  such  person  or  persons  on  being  duly  con- 
victed of  such  offence  before  the  mayor  or  any  of  the  aldermen  of 
said  city,  such  person  or  persons  shall  severally  pay  a  fine  of  ten 
dollars  for  each  and  every  tree  so  cut  down,  or  materially  injured,  one 
half  of  said  fine  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  city,  and  the  other  half  for  the 
use  of  the  person  prosecuting  the  same. 

Passed  1  Uh  March,  1839. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  JULY,  1839. 

An  Ordinance  fixing  and  determining  the  location  of  Cherry  alley. 

Whereas,  a  difhculty  has  for  many  years  existed  in  relation  to  the  lo- 
cation of  Cherry  alley,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  caused  by  the  conflicting 
regulations  of  the  different  city  regulators,— said  regulations  having  so  far 
csed  the  alley  at  the  end  intersecting  with  Liberty  street  as  tO  render  it 
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useless  as  a  public  highway  :  And  whereas,  the  deprivation  which  the 
public  suffers  from  the  alley  remaining  in  its  present  state,  as  well  as 
the  inconvenience  suffered  by  the  owners  of  lots  on  the  line  of  said  alley, 
by  being  deprived  of  the  proper  uses  and  privileges  of  their  property,  would 
appear  to  present  a  case  calling  loudly  for  redress ;  and  as  considerable 
expense  has  already  been  incurred  by  the  city  in  the  attempt  to  adjust  this 
matter,  without  having  at  all  as  yet  settled  the  important  question  of  loca- 
tion: And  lohereas,  it  would  appear  from  a  recent  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  in  the  case  of  the  commonwealth  vs.  Miltenberger,  that  a 
building  erected  in  accordance  with  a  regulation  given  by  the  proper 
officer  is  not  a  nuisance,  and  the  building  can  only  be  removed  by  the 
payment  of  adequate  damages :  And  whereas,  it  would  appear  from  the 
said  decision  that  the  only  mode  left  for  the  opening  of  said  alley  is,  for 
the  city  councils  to  avail  themselves  of  the  provision  of  the  tenth  section 
of  the  act  of  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  entitlde, 
"An  act  to  authorise  suit  to  be  brought  upon  the  official  bond  of  Wm.  B. 
Mitchell,  late  superintendent," — passed  the  16th  day  of  June,  1836. 
Therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  said  section  of  the  said  act;  be  it 
enacted,  &c. 

I.  That  Cherry  alley  shall  be  laid  out  and  opened  twenty  feet  wide,  and 
equi-distant  between  Smithfield  street  and  Grant  street,  as  follows,  viz:  com- 
mencing at  its  southern  end  on  Water  street,  on  the  Monongahela  river,  at 
the  distance  of  239  feet  8  inches  from  the  eastern  line  of  Smithfield  street, 
and  extending  up  the  said  river  on  the  line  of  Water  street  twenty  feet, 
(being  the  width  of  said  alley,)  to  a  point  239  feet  8  inches  distant 
from  the  western  line  of  Grant  street;  and  the  said  alley  to  continue  the 
said  width  of  twenty  feet,  and  equi-distant  between  Smithfield  and  Grant 
streets,  until  it  shall  reach  the  southern  line  of  Fourth  street,  where  it 
shall  be  240  feet  between  the  said  streets  ;  and  the  said  alley  to  be  con- 
tinued from  the  said  southern  line  of  Fourth  street,  where  it  shall  be  240 
feet  between  the  said  streets ;  and  the  said  alley  to  be  continued  from  the 
said  southern  line  of  Fourth  street  the  said  width  of  twenty  feet,  and  equi- 
distant 240  feet  from  the  said  Smithfield  and  Grant  streets,  in  a  straight 
line  and  parallel  to  the  said  streets  until  it  shall  intersect  with  Liberty 
street  at  its  northern  end. 

II.  That  the  recording  regulator  of  the  city  shall  proceed  forthwith  to 
lay  out  said  alley,  and  prepare  a  plan  and  specification  thereof,  and  de- 
posit the  same  in  his  office,  and  give  notice  thereof  in  at  least  two  news- 
papers published  in  the  city,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  the  16th  day  of  June,  1836. 

Passed  29ih  July,  1839;  and  recorded  31st  July,  1639,  in  Book  A.,  page  265, 


ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  SEPTEMBER,  1839. 

An  Ordinance  fixing  and  establishing  the  grade  of  Fourth  street,  from 
Grant  to  Ross  street. 

That  the  grade  of  Fourth  street,  from  the  grade  of  Ross  street,  shall  have 
an  ascent  of  four  and  a  half  inches  to  every  ten  feet,  to  the  centre  of  the 
square ;  and  from  the  centre  of  the  square  to  Grant  street  a  descent  of  four 
and  a  half  inches  to  every  ten  feet — and  that  the  same  is  hereby  perma- 
nently fixed. 

Passed  30th  September,  1839,  and  recorded  4th  Octobet  1839,  in  Book  A.,  page  i268. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  9TH  JANUARY,  1840. 

An  Ordinance  to  repeal  part  of  an  ordinance  passed  1st  J/arch,  1837, 
entitled  "  An  ordinance  providing  for  the  appointment  of  street  com- 
missioners.'''' 

That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1840,  so  much  of  an  or- 
dinance entitled  "  An  ordinance  providing  for  the  appointment  of  street 
commissioners,"  passed  1st  March,  1837,  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of 
an  assistant  street  commissioner,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  9th  January,  1840,  and  recorded  11th  January,  1840,  in  Book  A.,  page  270. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27Tn  APRIL,  1840. 

An  Ordinance  establishing  the  grades  of  Chatham  and  JVylie  streets. 

I.  That  the  grade  of  AVylie  street  from  its  intersection  witli  the  grade 
of  High  street,  shall  rise  two  inches  to  ten  feet  from  the  curb  line  in  the 
said  High  street,  to  the  west  line  of  Tunnel  street,  thence  a  level  line  to  the 
east  curb  in  Tunnel  street,  and  thence  it  shall  rise  five  feet  five  and  one-half 
inches  to  one  hundred  feet  to  its  intersection  with  the  west  line  of  AVash- 
ington  street. 

II.  That  the  grade  of  Chatham  street  shall  rise  three  and  three-fourth 
inches  to  ten  feet  from  the  grade  of  Wylie  street  to  the  grade  of  Clay  alley, 
and  that  the  same  is  hereby  permanently  fixed, 

III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinances  as  this  may  have  altered  or  sup- 
plied, be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  27th  April,  1840,  and  recorded  29th  April,  1840,  in  Book  A.,  page  274. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  MARCH,  1841. 

An  Ordinance  directing  the  mode  of  drawing  money  from  the  treasury 
for   the  payment  of  persons  employed  by  the  street  commissioner. 

I.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee  on  streets,  grading  and 
paving  within  ten  days  after  ths  passage  of  this  ordinance,  to  devise  the 
form  of  a  pay  roll,  to  be  used  by  the  street  commissioner  in  keeping  an 
account  of  the  labor  performed  by  each  person  employed  under  the  ap- 
propriation for  cleaning  paved  cartways,  one  copy  of  which  shall  be  de- 
posited with  the  mayor,  one  with  the  city  treasurer,  and  one  witli  the 
street  commissioner,  all  of  which  shall  be  identified  by  the  signatures  of 
the  said  committee,  or  a  majority  thereof,  and  shall  be  by  the  officers  in 
whose  care  they  are  placed,  handed  over  to  their  successors  in  office. 

II.  The  street  commissioner  shall  make  out  at  the  end  of  each  calendar 
month,  duplicate  reports,  in  accordance  with  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
roll  directed  by  the  first  section  hereof,  of  the  work  done  by  each  individ- 
ual in  ills  employment,  which  he  shall  deliver  to  the  committee  on  streets, 
grading  and  paving,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  each  succeeding 
month. 

III.  The  committee  on  streets,  grading  and  paving,  shall  meet  at  the 
mayor's  office  on  the  first  Monday  of  eacli  and  every  month,  and  shall 
carefully  examine  the  reports  of  the  street  commissioner,  and  after  having 
made  such  corrections  therein  as  may  be  necessary,  they  or  a  majority  of 
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them  shall  certify  said  reports  to  be  correct,  and  shall  deliver  one  of  them 
to  the  mayor  and  the  other  to  the  city  treasurer. 

IV.  That  on  the  application  of  any  person,  to  whom  from  the  report  of 
the  street  commissioner,  it  appears  money  is  due  from  the  city,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  mayor,  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  city  treasurer,  in  favor 
of  the  person  so  applying,  for  the  sum  which  appears  opposite  his  name 
on  said  roll. 

Passed  29tii  March,  1841,  and  recorded  7th  April,  T841,  in  Book  A.,  page  280. 


ORDINANCE  OF  3 1ST  MAY,  1841. 

An  Ordinance  regulating  the  erection  of  buildings. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  no  person  or  per- 
sons shall  begin  to  build  upon  any  lot  or  piece  of  ground  adjoining  the 
line  of  any  public  street,  lane,  alley,  or  square,  within  the  city,  who  has 
not  made  application  to  the  recording  regulator ;  or  before  the  same  shall 
have  been  laid  out  and  regulated  according  to  the  manner  described  in  an 
ordinance  passed  August  24th,  A.  D.,  1816.  And  if  any  person  shall  be- 
gin to  build  thereon  and  not  conform  to  the  said  regulations  when  made, 
every  such  person  as  well  employer  as  master  builder,  shall  for  every 
such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  ;  to  be  recovered,  with 
costs,  by  any  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  before  the  mayor  or  any 
alderman  of  the  city,  in  the  same  manner  as  debts  under  one  hundred  dol- 
lars are  recoverable,  for  the  use  of  the  city. 

II.  And  the  street  commissioner  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  take 
notice  of,  and  prosecute  all  persons  who  may  in  any  way  violate  the  pro- 
visions of  this  ordinance. 

Passed  31st  May,  1841,  and  recorded  11th  June,  1841,  in  Book  A.,  page  282. 


ORDINANCE  OF  8TH  JULY,  1841. 

S^n  Ordinance  establishing  and  fixing  the  grade  of  Coal  lane,  from  Tun- 
nel to  Grant  street,  and  Sixth  street  from  Coal  lane  to  Grant  street. 

I.  That  the  grade  of  Coal  lane  from  Tunnel  street,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  westward,  shall  have  an  ascent  of  one  and  a  half  inches  to  every  ten 
feet,  and  from  thence  to  the  present  grade  of  Grant  street,  shall  have  a  de- 
scent of  four  and  a  half  inches  to  every  ten  feet,  that  being  the  grade  at 
which  said  street  is  now  paved. 

II.  That  the  grade  of  Sixth  street,  from  Coallane  to  Grant  street,  shall 
be  fourteen  inches  to  every  ten  feet,  that  being  the  grade  to  which  said 
street  is  now  excavated. 

III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  may  be  hereby  altered  or  sup- 
plied be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  8th  July,  1841,  and  recorded  12th  July,  1841,  in  Book  A.,  page  285. 


ORDINANCE  OF  13TH  AUGUST,  1841. 

An  Ordinance  establishing  and  fixing  the  grade  of  Chancery  lane,  from 
Front  to  Second  streets. 
I.  That  the  grade  of  Chancery  lane,  from  Front  street,  eighty-nine 
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feet  east,  shall  have  an  ascent  of  one  and  a  half  inches  m  ten  feet,  and 
thence  to  Second  street,  a  descent  of  two  and  one-eighth  inches  in  ten  feet, 
and  that  the  same  is  hereby  permanently  fixed. 

II.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  this  may  have  altered  or  supplied, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  1.3th  August,  1841,  and  recorded  IStli  August,  1841,  in  Book  A.,  page  285. 


ORDINANCE  OF   28TH  NOVEMBER,  1842. 

An  Ordinance  changing  the  name  of  Jail  alley  to  Decatur  street. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  ^c,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance,  the  public  highway  extending  from  Fourth  to  Liberty  streets, 
now  called  "Jail  Alley,"  shall  be  called  Decatur  street, — any  ordinance, 
usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  28th  November,  A.  D.,  1842. 


ORDINANCE  OF  31ST  JULY,  1843, 

An  Ordinance  respecting  sales  of  horses  and  cattle  at  auction. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  hy  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 

and  common  councils  assembled.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  expose  for  sale  at  auction 
any  horse,  ox,  cow,  or  bull,  in  any  street,  alley  or  square  belonging  to  the 
city,  under  a  penalty  of  five  dollars,  to  be  recovered  as  provided  in  other 
cases,  one-half  to  go  to  the  city,  and  the  other  to  the  prosecutor,  and  all 
ordinances,  or  parts  thereof,  inconsistent  with  the  present  ordinance,  are 
hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  Slstday  of  July,  A.  D.,  1843. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  MAY,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  declaring  and  fixing  the  grade  of  Pike  street  between 
O^Hara  and  Factory  streets,  and  the  grade  of  Factory  street  between 
Penn  and  Pike  streets. 

I.  Be  it  ordained,  fyc.  That  Pike  street  shall  rise  one  and  a  half  inches 
to  ten  feet  to  a  point  one  hundred  and  forty-two  feet  eastwardly  from  curb 
in  O'Hara  street,  thence  fall  one  and  three-fourth  inches  in  ten  feet  to  the 
grade  of  Walnut  street,  thence  from  the  grade  of  Walnut  street  rise  two 
and  three-fourth  inches  to  ten  feet,  to  a  point  distant  one  hundred  and 
ninety -four  feet  eastwardly  from  curb  in  Walnut  street,  thence  two  and 
three-fourth  inches  to  ten  feet,  to  the  grade  of  Factory  street. 

II.  That  the  grade  of  Factory  street  shall  fall  from  Penn  street  one 
and  a  half  inches  to  ten  feet,  to  the  grade  of  Pike  street  as  above  estab- 
lished. 

III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  may  conflict  with  the  above  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  27th  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1844. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  MAY,  1844. 

Jin  Ordinance  establishing  and  fixing  the  grade  of  Cherry  alley,  from 
Liberty  to  Seventh  street. 

I.  Be  it  ordained,  <^c.,  That  the  grade  of  Cherry  alley  from  Liberty 
street  to  Plum  alley,  shall  have  an  ascent  of  one  inch  and  one-half  to  every 
ten  feet,  and  from  Plum  alley  southward  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet, 
the  ascent  shall  be  two  inches  and  three-fourths  to  every  ten  feet;  and  from 
thence  to  its  junction  with  Seventh  street,  a  distance  of  ninety -two  feet,  the 
descent  shall  be  one  inch  and  one-half  to  every  ten  feet,  and  that  the  same 
is  hereby  permanently  fixed. 

II.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  this  may  alter  or  amend,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  27th  day  of  May,  1844. 


ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  AUGUST,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  declaring  and  fixing  the  grade  of  Etna  street,  between 
&Hara  street  and  the  Pennsylvania  canal. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled,  That  the  grade  of  Etna  street,  at  its 
intersection  with  O'Hara  street  shall  be  seven  inches  below  the  top  of  the 
cut  stone  work  of  the  water  works  buil  ding,  thence  rise  five-eighths  of  an 
inch  to  ten  feet  to  a  point  seven  and  a  half  feet  distant  from  the  line  of 
O'Hara  street,  thence  rise  to  a  point  in  the  line  of  Washington  street  eight 
inches  above  the  curbing  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law,  this  26th  day  of  August,  A.  D.,  1844. 


ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  SEPTEMBER,  1844. 

An  ordinance  providing  for  the  re-enacting  of  certain  ordinances  which  have 
become  null  and  void  by  not  being  recorded  as  provided  by  the  act  of 
incorporation. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled,  That  the  ordinance  entided  "  An  ordi- 
nance, declaring  and  fixing  the  grade  of  Pike  street,  between  O'Hara  and 
Factory  street  between  Penn  and  Pike  streets,"  passed  the  27th  day  of 
May,  A.  D.,  1844  ;  and  the  ordinance  entitled  "  An  ordinance  establishing 
and  fixing  the  grade  of  Cherry  alley,  from  Liberty  to  Seventh  streets," 
passed  the  26tli  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1844  ;  and  also  the  ordinance  entitled 
"An  ordinance  relative  to  street  hydrants,"  passed  the  10th  day  of  June, 
A.  D.,  1844,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re-enacted  and  revived  and 
directed  to  be  recorded. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  30th  day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1844. 


ORDINANCE  OF  28TH  OCTOBER,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  declaring  and  fixing  the  grade  of  Pine  street. 
Be  it  ordained,  Sfc,  That  the  grade  of  Pine  street,  from  its  intersection 
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with  Penn  street,  shall  have  a  descent  of  one  and  five-eighth  inches  to 
every  ten  feet,  or  an  angle  of  forty-six  and  one-half  minutes  below  the 
horizon,  to  a  point  (in  the  curb  line  of  Butler  street,  continued  as  laid  out 
by  Joseph  Patterson)  three  feet  below  the  door  sill  of  a  brick  house  on  the 
north  side  of  the  said  Butler  street,  and  directly  opposite  the  north  end  of 
Pine  street. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law,  in  councils,  tliis  28th  day  of  October,  A.  D.,  1844. 


ACT  OF  3D  JUNE,  1836. 


Jin  Act  to  incorporate  the  LykerCs  valley  coal  company,  in  Dauphin 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  to  authorise  the  opening  of  a  road  in 
Honesdale,  Wayne  county. 

XII.  That  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh 
shall  have  power  in  determining  the  location  of  a  street,  to  be  called 
Duquesne  way,  authorised  to  be  located  and  opened  in  the  said  city,  by 
the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  to  alter  the  course  of  the  same  for 
the  distance  contained  between  the  eastern  boundary  line  of  the  said  city 
and  the  bridge  erected  at  the  end  of  St.  Clair  street,  in  such  manner  as 
they  shall  deem  most  conducive  to  the  interests  of  said  city. 

Approved  3d  June,  A.  D.,  1836.     See  Pamph.  ia?cs,  sess. of  1835-36,  pages  251-22. 


NOTE. 


The  power  of  the  councils  to  pass  ordinances  providing  for  "  the  improving,  repairing,  and 
keeping  in  order  the  streets,  alleys  and  highways,  and  making  permanent  rules  relative  to  the 
foundationa  of  buildings,  party-walls  and  fences,"  is  among  the  powers  granted  to  them  by  the 
fifth  section  of  tlie  act  of  incorporation,  by  which  the  powers  vested  in  the  borough  of  Pitts- 
burgh, at  the  passage  of  the  incorporating  act,  were  transferred  to,  and  vested  in  the  councils,  in 
addition  to  the  other  powers  specified  in  that  act.  [See  Cth  Thompson' s  StateLaws,  199 ;  7  Biortn's 
State  Laws,  263  ;  4  Smith,  144.]  During  the  existence  of  the  corporation  of  the  Borough,  sundry 
by-laws  and  ordinances  were  passed,  providiug  tor  the  permanent  regulation  of  the  streets,  &c., 
and  many  buildings  have  been  erected  according  to  the  regulations  made  by  the  street  regula- 
tors under  the  borough  ordinances.  /« seems,  however,  that  the  city  councils  have  the  power  to 
alter  the  regulation  of  the  streets,  from  time  to  time,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  by  ordinance 
direct.  This  power  has  been  exercised,  in  some  instances,  even  where  the  alteration  has  caus- 
ed great  inconvenience  to  the  inhabitants,  whohadpreviously  erected  houses  according  to  the 
regulations  made  and  established  by  the  regulators  of  Streets  and  lots,  in  pursuance  of  the  ordi- 
nances passed  by  the  borough.  How  far  the  regulation  and  graduation  of  a  street,  within  the  city, 
when  once  made,  in  pursuance  of  authority  properly  derived  from  the  councils,  and  correctly 
exercised  by  the  proper  officers,  is  permanent,  is  a  question  that  has  often  been  discussed  among 
the  inhabitants,  and  persons  interested,  but  has  led,  so  far,  to  no  judicial  decision  of  the  matter, 
and  is  still  considered  unsettled.  Referring  to  what  has  been  said  in  other  cases, by  respectable 
authority,  the  better  opinion  appears  to  be,  that  the  pawer  given  to  the  corporation  by  the  act  of 
assembly,  to  regulate  the  streets,  &c.,  is  a  continuing  power,  and  that  the  councils  may,  from  time 
to  time,  alter  the  regulations  and  graduations  so  made.  Indeed,  in  the  case  of  Ooszler  vs.  The 
Corporation  of  Georgetown,  Q  ff  fteaJore,  r)93,  it  was  decided  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  that  a  corporation,  deriving  its  powers  on  this  subject  from  a  similar  source  from  which  the 
powers  of  the  corporation  of  Pittsburgh  are  derived,  even  after  they  had  declared  by  ordinance, 
that  the  regulation  of  a  street  when  made,  "  should  torever  thereaiterbe  considered  as  the  true 
graduation,  and  be  binding  M/i07itAe  corporation,  and  all  persons  whatever,  and  be  forever  there- 
after regarded  in  making  improvementi  tipon  said  street,"  had  the  power  to  alter  such  regulation  ; 
and  that  an  ordinance,  by  which  the  corporation  first  exercised  the  power  of  graduating  the  street, 
and  declared  such  graduation  permaaent,  was  not  in  the  nature  of  a  compact,  and  might  be  alter- 
ed by  such  corporation. 

GoszLER  vs.  The  Corporation  of  Georgetown. 

This  cause  was  argued  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  15th  March,  1821,  by  Mr. 
Key  for  the  appellant,  and  Mr.  Jones  for  the  defendant.  On  the  I6th  March,  1821,  the  opinion  of 
the  court  was  delivered  by 

Marshall,  C.J.  This  is  an  appeal  from  the  decree  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  district  of  Columbia,  on  the  following  case : — 

In  the  year  1797,  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  among  certain  additional  powers  giren  to  the 
corporation  of  Georgetown,  enacted,  that  they  "  shall  kave  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
sucn  by-laws  and  ordinances  for  the  graduation  and  levelling  of  the   streets,  lanes  and  alleys. 
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within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  town,  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  the  benefit  thereof." 
Act  of  Nov.  1797,  c,  57,  s.  vi.  p.  35. 

In  pursuance  of  this  authority  the  corporation  passed  an  ordinance  in  May,  1799,  for  the  gradu- 
ation of  certain  streets — the  first  section  of  whicli  appoints  commissioners,  and  authorises  them 
"  to  make  the  level  and  graduation  of  the  streets  ;"   and  the  second  is  in  these  words  : 

"  And  be  it  ordained,  that  the  said  level  and  graduation,  when  signed  by  the  said  commission- 
ers or  a  majority  of  them,  and  returned  to  the  clerk  of  this  corporation,  shall  be  forever  there- 
after considered  as  the  true  graduation  of  the  streets  so  graduated,  and  be  binding  upon  this 
corporation,  and  all  other  persons  whatever,  and  be  forever  thereafter  regarded  in  making  im- 
provements upon  said  streets." 

The  plaintiff  in  error  owned  lots  upon  one  of  these  streets,  and  made  improvements  thereon, 
according  to  the  graduation  made  and  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  corporation,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  this  ordinance.  In  September,  1816,  the  corporation  passed  another  ordinance,  directing 
the  level  and  graduation  of  this  street 'to  'be  altered  ;  and  the  commissioners  appointed,  being 
about  to  cut  down  the  street  by  the  plaintiff's  house,  v»ere  enjoined  from  proceeding  by  a  bill 
filed  by  the  plaintiff  against  them  and  the  corporation.  Upon  the  final  hearing  of  this  case,  the 
circuit  court  dismissed  the  bill,  being  of  opinion  that  the  corporation  had  the  power  asserted  in 
their  answer,  of  altering  the  level  and  graduation  of  a  street,  graduated  under  their  former  or- 
dinance of  May,  1799.  The  counsel  for  the  appellant  contends,  that  the  circuit  court  erred  in 
dismissing  his  bill,  because,  1.  The  power  to  graduate  streets,  as  given  by  the  legislature  of 
Maryland,  was  not  a  continuing  power,  but  was  completely  executed  by  the  ordinance  of  May, 
1799,  and  has  never  been  renewed.  3.  The  ordinance  of  May,  1799,  is  in  the  nature  of  a  com- 
pact, and  is  unalterable. 

1.  The  language  of  the  act  certainly  does  not  imply  that  the  power  it  confers  is  exhausted  in 
its  first  exercise.  The  power  is  not  "to  graduate  and  level  the  streets."  or,"  to  make  a  by-law 
for  the  graduation  and  levelling  of  the  streets;"  but,  ■' to  make  such  by-laws  and  ordinances  for 
the  graduation  and  levelling  of  the  streets,  &c.,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  town,  as  they 
may  judge  necessary  for  the  benefit  thereof."  The  act  seems  to  contemplate  a  continuance  of 
thepower,  and  a  repetition  of  the  by-laws  and  ordinances,  as  the  corporation  "may  judge  ne- 
cessary for  the  benefit  of  the  town."  It  gives  a  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject,  and  to  pass 
more  than  one  by-law  and  ordinance  respecting  it.  Unless,  then,  there  be  in  the  nature  of  the 
operation  something  which  forbids  its  repetition,  the  words  of  the  act  import  no  such  prohibition. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  power  of  graduatnig  and  levelling  the  streets  ought  not  to  be  ca- 
priciously exercised.  Like  all  power,  it  is  susceptible  of  abuse.  But  it  is  trusted  to  the  inhabi- 
tants themselves,  who  elect  the  corporate  body,  and  who  may  therefore,  be  expected  to  consult 
the  interest  of  the  town.  Although  this  power  may  be  oppressively  repeated,  the  possession  of  it 
cannot  be  pronounced  so  improper  or  so  dangerous,  as  to  control,  essentially,  the  words  which 
confer  it.  The  graduation  and  levelling  of  the  streets,  is  not  necessarily,  a  single  operation. 
There  may  be  many  circumstances  to  produce  a  general  desire  to  vary  the  graduation,  to  bring 
the  streets  more  nearly  on  a  level  than  was  contemplated  in  the  first  ordinance  ;  and  if  this  may 
occur,  we  cannot  say  that  the  legislature  could  not  intend  to  give  this  power  of  varying  the  gradu- 
ation, when  the  words  they  employ  are  adapted  to  the  giving  of  it. 

Two  acts  of  Congress  for  amendiug  the  charter  of  Georgetown  have  been  relied  on.  That 
passed  in  January,  1805,  empowers  the  corporation  "to  open  and  extend,  and  regulate  streets 
within  the  limits  of  the  said  town,  provided  they  make  to  the  person  or  'persons  who  may  be  in- 
jured by  euchopening,  extension  or  regulation, justand  adequate  compensation,  to  be  ascertained 
by  the  verdict  of  an  impartial  jury,  summoned,"  &c.,  "who  shall  proceed  in  like  manner,  as 
hasbeen  usual  in  other  cases,  where  private  properly  has  been  condemned  for  public  use."  For 
the  corporation,  it  has  been  contended,  that  the  word  "regulate"  i  np'ies  some  opfraiion  on  the 
streets  themselves,  oris  entirely  senseless;  and  if  it  implies  any  such  operation,  it  nrust  compre- 
hend their  graduation.  The  objection  made  by  counsel  to  this  argument,  is,  the  improbability 
that  the  word  "  regulate,"  would  be  substituted  for  "  graduate,"  if  it  were  used  in  the  same 
sense;  and  the  words  directing  the  duty  ofthejury.  They  are  to  "proceed  in  like  manner,  as 
has  been  usual  in  other  cases,  when  private  property  hasbeen  condemned  for  public  use." — 
The  word  "regulate,"  then,  it  is  said,  is  shown  by  this  expression,  to  be  applicable  only  to 
those  cases  in  which  private' property  is  condemned  to  public  use,  which  is  not  done  in  graduating 
a  street.  This  construction  is  Supposed  tn  be  strengthened  by  the  act  of  1809,  which  again  em- 
powers the  corporation  "to  lay  out,  open,  extend,  and  regulate  streets,  lanes  and  alleys,"  but 
confines  the  use  ofthejury  for  assessing  damages  to  those  sustained  "  by  reason  of  opening 
or  extending  any  street,  lane  or  alley."  The  opinion  that  the  original  power  continues  after  its 
first  exercise,  renders  it  unnecessary  to  decide  on  the  extent  which  may  and  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  word  "  regulate." 

2.  The  second  point  presents  a  question  of  some  difficulty.  One  object  of  the  ordinance 
probably  was,  to  give  as  much  validity  to  the  graduation  made  by  the  commissioners,  as  if  it 
had  been  made  under  the  direct  superintendance  of  the  corporate  body.  But  it  cannot  be 
disguised,  thatapromise  is  held  forth  to  all  who  should  build  on  the  graduated  streets,  that  the 
graduation  should  be  unalterable.  The  court,  however,  feels  great  difficulty  in  saying,  that 
tiiis  ordinance  can  operate  as  a  perpetual  restraint  on  the  corporation.  When  a  government  en- 
ters into  a  contract,  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  power  to  bind  itself  to  any  extent  not  prohibited  by 
its  constitution.  A  corporation  can  inuke  such  contracts  only,  as  are  allowed  by  the  acts  of  in- 
corporation. The  power  of  this  body  to  make  a  contract  which  should  so  operate  as  to  bind  its 
legislative  capacities  forever  thereafter,  and  disables  it  from  enacting  a  by-law,  which  the  legis- 
lature enables  it  to  enact,  niay  well  be  questioned.  We  rather  think  that  the  corporation  can- 
not abridge  its  own  legislative  power.     Decree  afirmed. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  31ST  OCTOBER,  1831. 

w5n    Ordinance    respecting  the    construction  of  vaults  and  laying  of 
water  pipes  in  the  streets  within  the  city  of  Fittsburgh. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  person  to  open,  dig,  or  in  any  way  disturb  any  street,  lane 
or  alley  within  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  vault,  nor  for 
introducing  water  from  the  main  pipes  into  private  houses,  or  for  the  sep- 
arate use  of  individuals,  without  first  applying  to  the  mayor  of  the  city, 
and  obtaining  his  written  or  printed  permission  for  that  purpose, — and  any 
person  offending  herein  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars, 
and  remain  liable  to  pay  all  expenses  of  restoring  the  street,  lane  or  alley 
so  opened,  dug  or  disturbed,  to  as  good  a  condition  as  it  was  before  such 
unlawful  intermeddling  therewith. 

II.  That  when  hereafter  any  person  shall  be  desirous  to  construct  a 
vault  in  any  street  of  the  city,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  make  written  appli- 
cation to  the  mayor  for  that  purpose,  specifying  the  place  at  Avhich  said 
vault  is  to  be  constructed,  and  stipulating  at  his  own  expense  to  finish  the 
same  in  fifteen  days  from  the  beginning  of  the  work,  and  to  execute  the 
whole  work  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  street  commissioner,  leaving 
the  street  in  as  good  condition  as  it  was  before  the  work  was  begun  : — but 
no  permission  shall  be  granted  to  construct  a  vault  in  any  lane  or  alley 
of  less  than  thirty  feet  in  width,  without  first  obtaining  a  resolution  of  the 
select  and  common  councils  for  that  purpose. 

III.  Supplied. 

IV.  That  whenever  any  person,  under  the  authority  of  any  permit, 
shall  leave  his  digging  open  during  the  night,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  fence 
up  and  protect  the  same  by  a  sufiicient  temporary  fence,  to  be  approved 
of  by  the  street  commissioner  ;  and  on  failing  to  do  so  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars. 

V.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  street  commissioner  to  superintend, 
examine,  and  direct  the  progress  and  finishing  of  all  such  vaults  as  may 
be  hereafter  constructed,  and  also  the  laying  of  all  such  water  pipes  as 
may  hereafter  be  authorised;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  respective  parties 
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execute  their  engagements  faithfully,  he  shall  certify  the  same  upon  their 
permission,  which  shall  exonerate  them  from  future  question ;  but  in  all 
cases  where  there  is  a  failure  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  prosecute  the  delinquent,  and  cause  him  to  pay  all  expenses  of 
rendering  ihe  work  complete,  according  to  the  original  stipulation  in  his 
petition. 

VI.  That  all  parts  of  ordinances  now  existing,  that  are  inconsistent 
with,  or  are  supplied  by  this  ordinance,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed;  and  further,  that  all  penalties  that  shall  be  incurred  in  con- 
sequence of  this  ordinance  may  be  sued  for  and  recovered,  with  costs  of 
suit,  as  other  penalties  are  sued  for  and  recovered  under  the  ordinances 
of  this  city. 

Passed  3l3t  October,  1831,  and  recorded  8th  November,  1831,  in  Book  A.,  page  168. 


ORDINANCE  OF  5TH  SEPTEMBER,  1837. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  concerning  vaults  and 
water  pipes  in  the  streets,  passed  October  ^\st,  1831. 

I.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  person  to  construct  a  vault  in  any  of  the  streets,  lanes  or 
alleys,  within  the  city,  in  such  a  manner  as  will  in  any  wise  disturb  or 
endanger  the  safety  of  any  water  pipes,  stop  cocks  or  fire  plugs  belonging 
to  the  city. 

II.  That  no  permission  to  construct  a  vault  shall  be  granted  by  the 
mayor,  until  after  he  shall  have  been  fully  satisfied  by  a  certificate,  signed 
by  the  superintendent  of  the  water  works,  or  otherwise,  that  the  construc- 
tion of  such  vault  will  not  disturb,  or  in  any  wise  endanger  any  of  the 
water  pipes,  stop  cocks,  or  fire  plugs  connected  with  the  water  works  of 
the  city. 

Passed  5th  September,  1837;  and  recorded  8th  September,  1837,in  Book  A.,  page  244. 
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watch, 13  ; 

ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  MARCH,  1836. 

An  Ordinance  for  the  establishment  of  a  permajient  watch. 

I.  Supplied. 

H.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  captain  to  repair  to  the  watch  house, 
to  be  designated  from  time  to  time,  before  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  each  day, 
there  to  remain  until  the  hour  appointed  for  the  dismissal  of  the  watch  and 
prisoners,  unless  some  urgent  occasion  might  call  for  his  personal  inter- 
ference, for  the  purpose  of  promulgating  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted 
for  the  better  government  of  the  watch,  -which  regulations  shall  be  read 
once  every  month  in  the  hearing  of  the  persons  so  employed:  The 
said  captain  of  the  watch  is  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers  and 
authorities  of  the  high  constable,  all  the  duties  of  said  officer  being  like- 
wise imposed,  except  that  of  registering  carriages,  carts,  and  drays ;  and 
he  is  furthermore  directed  to  report  to  the  mayor,  any  negligence,  or  want 
of  fidelity,  that  may  have  been  observed  in  any  of  the  persons  under  his 
direction,  that  they  may  be  forthwith  fined,  or  if  expedient,  stricken  from 
the  roll,  as  will  be  hereinafter  pointed  out. 

HI.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  lieutenant  of  the  watch,  who  is 
hereby  clothed  with  all  the  powers  and  authorities  of  the  city  constables, 
to  attend  at  the  watch  house  at  9  o'clock,  P.  M.,  every  night,  (unless  neces- 
sarily absent)  to  receive  instructions :  and  in  the  absence  of  the  captain, 
the  lieutenant,  shall  take  upon  himself  all  the  duties  of  said  ofiicer,  and  be 
held  accountable  for  their  proper  execution.  He  shall  report  himself 
every  two  hours  through  the  night,  at  the  watch  house,  (unless  engaged  in 
some  special  service  by  order  of  his  superior,)  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 
any  thing  of  importance  he  may  have  learned  in  his  rounds  from  the 
watchmen,  or  from  his  personal  observation,  and  particularly  to  report  any 
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lack  of  good  faitli  which  he  may  have  observed  in  the  persons  under  his 
supervision. 

IV.  That  the  watchmen  selected  shall  be  of  reputable  standing,  and  they 
are  hereby  vested  with  all  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  city  constables, 
as  defined  by  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  It  shall  like- 
wise be  their  duty  to  report  themselves  at  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  of  each 
and  every  night,  at  the  watch  house,  for  the  purpose  of  inspection  and  in- 
struction ;  and  together  with  the  captain  and  lieutenant,  at  such  other  times 
at  the  mayor's  office  as  may  be  considered  of  importance  to  the  public 
peace.  They  shall  repair  to  their  respective  stations  as  soon  after  roll 
call  as  possible,  and  continue  vigilant  on  the  beats  appointed  for  them,  until 
half  I  ast  four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  each  day,  from  the  2 1st  of  March  until 
the  21st  of  September,  and  until  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  of  each  day,  from  the 
31st  of  September,  until  the  21st  of  March,  at  which  designated  hours 
they  shall  assemble  at  the  watch  house,  and  convey  any  prisoners  therein 
confined  to  the  mayor's  office,  to  be  dealt  Avith  according  to  law. 

V.  That  they  are  hereby  empowered,  and  required  to  apprehend  all  as- 
sassins, robbers  and  other  violators  and  disturbers  of  the  public  tranquili- 
ty, or  every  or  any  one,  they  may  have  cause  to  suspect  of  any  unlawful  or 
evil  design,  as  well  as  drunkards  and  vagrants,  and  shall  take  the  person 
or  persons  so  apprehended,  as  soon  as  conveniently  they  may,  to  the  pub- 
lic watch  house.  And  they  are  hereby  especially  required  in  time  of  fire, 
to  alarm  each  other,  the  inhabitants  in  their  immediate  neighborhood,  and 
the  officers  of  fire  companies  who  may  reside  within  their  respective  sec- 
tions, and  shall  thereupon  repair  to  their  several  stations,  the  better  to  ap- 
prehend any  persons,  who  may  be  feloniously  carrying  away  any  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  another, 

IV.  That  a  joint  committee  of  one  from  the  select,  and  two  from  the 
common  council  be  appointed  at  the  season  at  which  this  ordinance  may 
pass,  and  yearly  thereafter  at  the  stated  period  for  the  appointment  of  the 
standing  committees,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  consult  with  the  mayor  at 
such  time  as  he  or  they  may  deem  it  necessary,  and  in  conjunction  with 
him  to  select  a  suitable  place  for  a  public  watch  house  ;  to  devise  and  es- 
tablish suitable  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  watch  ;  to  divide  the 
city  into  districts,  and  to  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  the 
watchmen  shall  be  performed.  Said  committee  shall  report  quarterly  at 
the  stated  meetings  in  March,  June,  September  and  December  of  each 
year,  the  state  of  the  appropriation,  and  all  things  connected  with  the  said 
watch  that  they  may  deem  important  to  the  public  interest. 

VII.  That  in  the  absence  of  the  committee  from  the  city,  or  when  un- 
able to  attend  the  notice  of  the  mayor,  the  latter  officer  shall  have  full  au- 
thority to  alter,  amend  or  add  to  any  of  the  then  existing  regulations  made 
for  the  management  of  said  watch  ;  Mways  jyrovided,  That  said  alteration, 
amendment  or  addition  be  reported  to  the  committee  at  their  next  meet- 
ing, and  does  not  conflict  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  this  by-law. 

VIII.  That  the  captain,  lieutenant,  and  watchmen,  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  mayor  and  a  joint  committee,  subject  to  their  removal.  They  shall 
each  take  a  solemn  oath,  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices 
to  the  best  of  their  abilities,  and  shall  give  bonds  with  security  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  mayor;  the  captain  in  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
the  lieutenant  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  and  each  watchman  in 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  ;  which  bonds  for  the  sums  herein  men- 
tioned, shall  be  held  in  keeping  to  satisfy  any  damages  accruing  from  mis- 
conduct in  office. 
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IX.  That  for  any  misconduct  in  an  officer,  a  penally  of  from  five  to  forty 
dollars  shall  be'imposed,  and  for  the  same  in  a  watchman  the  penalty  shall 
be  from  one  to  ten  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  mayor,  on  a  fair  hearing 
of  the  case ;  said  penalty  to  be  recovered  as  debts  of  like  amount  are  re- 
coverable. 

X.  Repealed. 

XI.  That  all  fees  or  costs  to  which  any  individual  of  the  watch  may 
be  entitled,  shall  be  received  by  the  captain  or  the  lieutenant,  and  shall  be 
deposited  in  a  suitable  bank  under  the  direction  of  the  mayor,  to  be  divid- 
ed by  the  mayor  and  committee  among  the  several  watchmen,  who  shall 
have  distinguished  themselves  by  their  good  conduct. 

XII.  That  the  mayor  and  joint  committee,  or  either  of  them  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  other,  may  at  any  time  they  consider  it  expedient,  increase 
the  number  of  the  watch  to  meet  any  temporary  emergency,  of  which  in- 
crease they  shall  make  report  at  the  ensuing  session  of  councils,  stating 
the  particular  necessity  for,  and  the  expenditure  made  on  account  of  said 
increase. 

XIII.  That  any  person  attempting  tomimick  the  cry  or  signal  instituted  by 
the  watchmen,  or  that  shall  molest  or  insult  them  while  in  the  performance 
of  their  required  duties,  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  watch  house,  and  at  the 
proper  time  to  the  mayor's  office,  when  they  shall  be  liable  to  imprison- 
ment as  disorderly  persons  for  any  term  not  exceeding  ten  days,  or  be 
subjected  to  a  penalty  of  from  two  to  ten  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
mayor. 

XIV.  That  the  mayor  be  authorised  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  city 
treasurer  monthly,  for  any  moneys  due  on  account  of  the  watch,  on  the 
order  of  the  captain  endorsed  by  a  majority  of  said  joint  committee. 

XV.  SuppHed. 

XVI.  That  an  ordinance  passed  on  the  third  day  of  January,  1831, 
authorising  the  appointment  of  patroles,  is  hereby  supplied  and  repealed. 

Passed  26th  March,  1836;  and  recorded  5th  April,  1836,  in  Book  A.,  page  226,  &c. 


ORDINANCE  OF  9TH  MAY,  1842. 

Jin  Ordinance  providing  for  the  discharge  of  the  watch  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  effective  night  police. 

I.  Obsolete. 

II.  Be  it  further  ordained,  4*c.,  That  the  mayor  and  police  committee, 
shall  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  1842,  and  annually  thereafter, 
employ  eleven  suitable  persons,  (one  of  whom  shall  be  captain,)  as  a  night 
police,  who  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  mayor  and  police  commit- 
tee, and  each  of  whom  shall  receive  twenty-six  dollars  per  month  from  the 
city  treasury,  to  be  drawn  by  the  warrant  of  the  mayor,  endorsed  by  the 
police  committee  or  a  majority  thereof. 

III.  Be  it  further  ordained,  4*c.,  That  the  night  police  shall  be  appointed 
for  and  during  the  term  of  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  mayor, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  police  committee. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  the  9th  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1842. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  FEBRUARY,  1843. 
w3/i  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  in  reference  to  the  night  police. 
Whereas,  A  doubt  has  existed  as  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the 
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night  police,  which  was  established  under  an  ordinance  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement,  passed  the  9th  day  of  May,  1842  :  Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select  and  com- 
mon councils  assembled.  That  all  the  laws  and  ordinances  on  the  subject  of 
the  night  watch,  which  were  in  force  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance  of  the  9th  of  May,  1842,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  continued  and  revived,  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  night  police  :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained,  shall 
be  construed  to  repeal  any  ordinance  passed  since  the  9th  day  of  May,  1842. 

II.  Be  it  ordained,  <^'C.,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordi- 
nance, the  night  police  shall  consist  of  twelve  members,  the  additional 
member  to  be  appointed  as  soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done  by  the 
mayor  and  police  committee. 

III.  Repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils ,  this  27th  day  ofFebruary,  A.  D.,  1848. 


ORDINANCE  OF  24TH  JUNE,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  in  reference  to  the  night 
police. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled.  That  so  much  of  an  ordinance  passed 
March  1st,  1837,  as  directs  that  all  fees  and  costs  received  for  arrests  made 
by  the  night  police  shall  be  received  by  the  mayor  and  paid  into  the  city 
treasury,  also  revived  and  continued  by  supplement  passed  27th  February, 
1843,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

II.  Be  it  ordained,  fyc,  That  the  eleventh  section  of  the  ordinance,  passed 
26th  of  March,  1836,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  revived  and  continued. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  24thday  of  June,  A.D.,  1844. 
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WATER  WORKS. 


rOIVTElVTS. 


ORDINANCE  OF  23(1  FEBRUARY.  1829.';       ORDINANCE  OF  26tli  SEPT.,  1836 


Watf  r  committee,  how  appointed 


Rowers  of  said  committee, ••      -',      other. 

Duty  of  the  Buperiutendeiit  of  water  works,     "^  '     - - 

Application  for  a  supply  of  water  to  be  made 
in  writing ••• 

Penalty  for  damage  done  to  any  of  the  prop- 
erty of  said  water  works 


1  ;  Model  iron  stop  cock  box  to  be  used,  and  no 


1 

3  (  Penahy, ib 

i     ORDINANCE  OF  30th  MARCH,  1840. 

5  j  Annual  list  of  water  rents  to  be  delivered  to 
i      the  collectors, •«« •.•      1 

6  \  Their  duties ••• ib 


Penaltyfor  waste  ofwater,&r., ib^' Collectors  to  give  bonds  in  $2000, ib 

Penalty  for  opening  fire  pings, -r  ?  tj  „„;„.„_   .„    ..„.:<•„  „;»..  .       „,.„.    „*•   .u„ 

How  stop  cocks  are  to  be  fixed, 

Stop  cocks  to  be  affixed  to  all  supply  pipes 

and  branches, •  •  • 

Openings  over  stop  cocks  to  be  covered,. . 
Penaltv  on  persons  using  the  water,who  are 


'  Register  to    notify  city  treasurer   of  the 

8;      amount  of  the  several  assessments,....  3 

;  Treasurer  tocliarge  same  to  the  coiJectors,  ib 
9(        ORDINANCE  OF  4th  JUNE.  1841. 

10'  6100,000  authorised  to  be  raised 1 

<  Duty  of  city  treasurer,.. 8 


not  occupiers 


&c., 11 S  How  said  loan  can  be  converted  into  six  per 


Superintendent  authorised  to  examine  pri 

vate  hydrants,  &:c 

Penalties  of- this  ordinance,  how  recovered 

and  applied 

ORDINANCE  OF  28th  NOV.,  1831. 
No  hose  or  pipe  to  be  used  widiout  permis- 
sion of  the  superintendent, 

Penalty, 

Owners  of  real  estate  liable  for  water  rent. 
Application  for  water  to  be  made  in  writing 

or  in  person 

Penalty  for  using  the  water  before  paying 

the  rent, 

Owners  of  property  to  provide  caps  for  box- 
es, &c. 

No  hydrant  to  stand  in  any  street,  &c.,... .     5) 

Repealing  clause, 6  j 

ORDINANCE  OF  28th  JANUARY,  1833.^; 
Register  and  assessor,  when  appointed,  ...  I  j 
Register,  &c.,  to  act  as  clerk  of  "vater  com-        \ 

mittee ib 

His  duties 2  J 

Persons  aggrieved  may  appeal,  &c., 4  ( 

Duty  of  assessor  to  examine  private  pipes,        s 

&c., 5; 

Repealing  clause 6 


/      cent,  slocks, 3 

12:  Corjjorate  property  pledged, 4 

;  ORDINANCE  OF  27th  FEBRUARY,  1843. 

13    Preamble. 

\  Mayor  authorised  to  borrow  840,000, 1 

;  Mayor  authorised  to  issue  certificates  to  con- 

1  tractors.   &c., 2 

ib;  Certificates  in  the  city  treasury  on  the  22d? 

2  'i      day  of  December  in  each  year,  to  be  de- 
\      stroyed 3 

3  •  Corporate  property  pledged,  &:c, 4 

\       ORDINANCE  OF  3d  AUGUST,  1843. 

ibi  Preamble. 

\  Persons  residing  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city 

4  >      using  the  hydrant  water  to  be  assessed, 

5  ?      <Scc  , 1 

6  i  Duties  of  the  collectors  in  regard  thereto.. .    ib 
Duty  of  the  collectors  in  caseof  nonpayment,     2 
Owners  of  the  property  to  apply  to  the  su- 
perintendent for  a  supply  of  water 3 

Penalty  for  opening  main  pipes  without  au- 
thority,  iScc, ib 

Persons  using  the  water  for  building  purpo- 
ses to  apply  to  the  register,  &c., 4 

Penalty, jb 

Register  and  assessor  to  be  sworn, 5 


ORDINANCE  OF  21st  FEBRUARY,  1835,!  His  duties  and  compensation, ib 

Assessor  and  register  of  water  rents  to  be  ORDINANCE  OF  13th  MARCH,  1844. 

appointed^ 1 ;  Additional  pipes  authorised  ta  be  laid  in 

Hisduties, ib        certain  streets 1 

Report  to  be  made  on  the  first  Monday  of         Additional  hre  phigs  authorised 2 

September  annually 3  }  Corporate  property  pledged  for  the  same, . .     3 

Suits  to  be  instituted  against  delinquents,.,  ib  ^       ORDINANCE  OF  Uth  APRIL,  1844. 

Assessor  and  register  to  give  bond  in  .S2000,  4  (  T  wo  assistant  assessors  of  water  rente  to  be 

Salary  of  $400  allowed  assessor  and  regis-  appointed, 1 

fgj.  j)j  S  Their  compensation 2 

SalaiVofs'uperi'ntendent,V.'.V.'.V.V.V.V.V.  5         ORDINANCE  OF  10th  JUNE,  1844. 

Superintendent  to  employ  engineer, ib    Street  hydrants  for  certain  purposes  allowed 

Repealing  clause, 6<      on  payment  of  $2, 1 

<  Repealing  clause 2 

ORDINANCE  OF  23D  FEBRUARY,  1829. 

An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  distribution  of  icater,  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  nmter  works  in  the.  city  of  Pittsburgh. 
I.  That  for  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  with 
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water,  and  for  the  preservation  and  regulation  of  the  water  works,  the 
select  and  common  councils  shall,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  January  in 
each  and  every  year,  appoint  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  two  from  the 
select,  and  three  from  the  common  council,  to  be  a  water  committee  for 
the  current  year. 

II.  That  the  aforesaid  water  committee,  for  the  time  being,  are  hereby 
vested  with  the  power  necessary  for  conducting  the  water  works,  provid- 
ing materials,  distributing  the  water,  and  contracting  with  the  citizens  for 
supplying  the  same,  and,  for  those  purposes,  to  employ  such  agents,  and 
hire  such  office  or  offices,  as  they  may  deem  proper:  Provided  always. 
That  the  contracts  of  said  committee  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of 
moneys  which  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the 
water  works,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  make  a  report  of  their 
proceedings  to  the  city  councils,  at  the  close  of  every  year. 

III.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  the  water  works, 
to  have  the  general  care  and  supervision  of  the  works,  and,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  water  committee,  shall  provide  the  necessary  materials 
for  extending,  securing,  or  repairing  the  said  works. 

IV.  Obsolete. 

V.  That  whenever  any  person  desires  a  supply  of  water  for  a  private 
pipe,  he  shall  make  application  in  writing  at  the  office  of  the  superintend- 
ent, stating  the  purpose  for  which  the  water  is  wanted,  and  the  size  of 
the  ferrule  through  which  he  wishes  to  be  supplied,  and  when  the  rent  is 
agreed  upon,  the  superintendent  shall  thereupon  provide  a  ferrule  of  the 
proper  size,  and  appoint  some  person  to  shut  off  the  water,  to  drill  the 
opening  into  the  iron  main,  and  insert  therein  the  said  ferrule,  and  the  sum 
of  two  dollars  as  a  compensation  for  said  ferrule  and  service,  shall  be  first 
paid  to  the  superintendent  before  said  service  shall  be  performed,  and  any 
plumber  or  other  person  not  appointed  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  drill  or 
make  any  opening  or  insertion  into  said  iron  main,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  each  and  every  offence. 

VI.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  wilfully  or  by  carelessness  or 
negligence,  damage,  injure  or  displace  any  of  the  pipes,  fire  plugs,  stop  cocks, 
hydrants,  reservoir,  ground  engine,  or  any  thing  belonging  or  appertaining 
to  said  water  works,  or  shall  throw  any  dirt,  stones  or  any  other  article 
into  the  reservoir,  or  shall  occasion  any  wilful  waste  of  water,  or  shall 
suffer  it  to  flow  unnecessarily  from  his,  her  or  their  dwellings  or  premises, 
or  use  the  same  except  for  culinary  or  other  necessary  household  purpo- 
ses, unless  especially  agreed  for,  he  she  or  they  so  offending,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  every  such  offence  the  sum  of  not  less  than  five  and  not 
exceeding  fi.fty  dollars,  and  shall,  in  addition  thereto,  pay  the  expense 
of  repairing  any  damage  or  injury  so  done. 

VII.  That  if  any  person  entrusted  with  the  spanners  of  the  fire  plugs, 
&c.,  shall  open  the  same,  on  any  occasion  whatever,  except  in  cases  of 
fire  or  at  the  request  of  a  member  of  the  water  committee  or  the  superin- 
tendent, or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  shut  the  same  as  soon  as  the  fire  is 
extinguished,  he,  she,  or  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars 
for  each  offence. 

VIII.  That  any  person  or  persons  who  may  contract  for  a  supply  of 
the  water,  shall  cause  the  private  pipe  conducting  the  same  to  be  of  suffi- 
cient strength,  and  shall  also  have  a  stop  cock  affixed  thereto,  within  the 
limits  of  the  foot  pavement,  and  within  six  inches  of  the  curb  stone;  and 
every  person  who  may  be  supplied  with  water  from  a  branch  connected 
with  a  private  pipe,  shall  have  a  sufficient  stop  cock  affixed  to  the  said 
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branch,  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be  to  the  private  pipe  aforesaid,  and 
every  person  having  a  private  main  pipe  connected  with  the  principal  main 
for  supplying  courts  or  alleys,  shall  have  a  sufficient  stop  cock  affixed  to 
the  said  private  main,  within  six  inches  of  the  line  of  the  curb  stone  of  the 
street  in  which  the  said  principal  pipe  is  laid,  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  re- 
fusal to  have  such  sufficient  stop  cock  affixed,  or  shall  open  it  when  closed 
by  the  superintendent,  or  any  person  authorised  by  him,  shall  for  such 
offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 

IX.  That  all  plumbers  or  other  persons  who  may  hereafter  be  employed 
to  lay  the  branch  pipes,  communicating  with  private  supplying  pipes,  or 
pipes  having  a  branch  or  branches  as  aforesaid,  or  to  alter  or  repair  the 
same,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  affix  thereto  sufficient  stop 
cocks,  with  proper  openings,  constructed  as  hereinafter  directed,  under 
the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  every  neglect  thereof. 

X.  That  over  every  stop  cock  placed  as  specified  in  the  eighth 
section  of  this  ordinance,  there  shall  be  left  an  opening  of  at  least  four 
inches  square,  which  shall  be  securely  closed  up  with  iron  or  stone,  cov- 
ered in  such  a  manner  as  that  the  situation  of  the  said  stop  cock  may  be 
readily  distinguished,  the  covering  of  which  shall  be  even  with  the  sur- 
rounding ground  or  pavement,  and  if  the  owner  of  any  lot  of  ground, 
building  or  premises,  to  which  the  water  has  been  introduced,  shall  neglect 
to  comply  with  this  provision,  or  shall  suffer  such  opening,  if  in  a  public 
street  or  alley,  to  remain  uncovered,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

XI.  That  if  any  person  other  than  those  who  may  be  the  actual  occu- 
pants of  a  building,  lot  of  ground,  or  premises,  into  which  the  water  may 
have  been  introduced  by  a  private  pipe,  shall  resort  to  such  private  pipe 
and  use  the  water  therefrom  ;  or  if  any  person  who  has  had  the  water  so 
introduced,  shall  knowingly  suffer  another  to  resort  to,  and  use  the  Avater 
from  his  pipe,  who  has  not  contracted  for  the  use  thereof,  he,  she, 
or  they  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
dollars. 

XII.  That  the  superintendent  or  any  member  of  the  water  committee, 
or  any  person  acting  under  an  order  from  the  chairman  of  said  committee, 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  inquire  and  exam- 
ine at  any  dwelling  or  other  place  whence  it  may  appear  that  any  unusual 
flow  or  unnecessary  waste  of  water  proceeds,  into  the  cause  of.  the  same, 
and  if  the  said  flow  or  waste  proceed  from  want  of  repairs  in  the  pipes,  or 
other  fixtures,  and  if  the  owner  or  occupier  of  such  dwelling  or  place  shall 
neglect  or  refuse,  upon  notice  being  given,  to  have  the  necessary  repairs 
made  forthwith,  the  superintendent,  or  any  member  of  the  water  commit- 
tee, or  person  acting  under  the  order  of  the  chairman  of  said  committee, 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised,  to  shut  off  the  water  leading  to  such 
place  or  dwelling  :  And  any  person  who  shall  let  on  the  water  before  the 
necessary  repairs  are  made,  or  oppose  or  prevent  the  examination  herein 
authorised  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

XIII.  That  the  foregoing  fines  shall  be  recoverable  as  debts  under  one 
hundred  dollars,  before  the  mayor  or  any  alderman  of  the  city,  with  costs  ; 
one -half  of  said  fines  for  the  use  of  the  city,  and  the  other  for  the  use  of 
the  person  who  shall  sue.  And  it  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  city 
constables  diligently  to  enquire  after  and  prosecute  all  offences  against  this 
ordinance. 

XIV.  XV.  XVI.  and  XVII.  supplied. 

Passed  23d  February,  1829. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  28TH  NOVEMBER    1831. 

,  Jin  Ordinance  supplementary ,  for  the  better  securing  the  payment  of  the 
ivater  rents,  and  other  purposes. 

I.  That  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  no  person  shall  be  allowed  to 
attach  to  a  hydrant  any  hose  or  pipe  for  the  conveyance  of  water  (except 
in  case  of  fire,)  without  special  permission  first  obtained  from  the  super- 
intendent, on  application  in  writing,  stating  the  purpose  for  which  the  said 
hose  or  pipe  is  intended  to  be  used — and  any  person  using  the  water  for 
other  purposes  than  those  stated  in  his  application — or  attaching  to  any 
of  the  hydrants  a  private  hose  or  pipe,  without  having  first  agreed  with 
the  superintendent  for  the  same,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  not 
less  than  ten,  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars. 

II.  That  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  the  owner  or  owners  of  any 
house,  or  lot  of  ground,  on  which  there  is,  or  may  hereafter  be,  erected  a 
hydrant,  shall  be  responsible  to  the  city  for  the  amount  of  any  water  rent 
which  may  be  due  from  any  person  taking  from  or  using  the  same.         ^^ 

III.  That  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  in  each  and  every  year, 
any  person  who  has  previously  been  supplied  with  water,  and  wishes  to  con- 
tinue it,  shall  make  known  the  same  to  the  superintendent,  either  in  person  or 
writing,  stating  his  occupation,  the  size  and  owner  of  the  house,  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants  intended  to  be  supplied — and  any  person  using  the 
water  before  the  rent  for  the  current  year  has  been  paid,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  over  and  above  the  water  rent  which  may  be 
due. 

IV.  That  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  the  owner  or  occupant  of 
any  house  or  lot  of  ground,  on  which  there  is,  or  may  hereafter  be,  erect- 
ed a  hydrant,  shall  have  the  box  which  encloses  the  stop  cock  securely 
covered  with  a  cap,  the  top  of  which  shall  be  even  with  the  top  of  the 
surrounding  ground  or  pavement,  and  in  default  thereof  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  ten  dollars  for  each  offence. 

V.  That  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  no  hydrant  shall  be  allowed 
to  stand  in  any  public  street,  court,  or  alley,  and  the  owner  or  occupant  of 
any  hydrant  so  placed,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  removed  by  the  afore- 
said first  of  April,  under  the  penalty  of  tvventy  dollars. 

VI.  That  so  much  of  any  former  ordinance  relative  to  the  water  works, 
which  by  this  ordinance  is  amended  or  supplied,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  28th  November,  1831. 


ORDINANCE    OF  28TH  JANUARY,  1833. 

An  Ordinance  to  enable  and  empower  the  ivater  committee  to  appoint 
and  elect  a  suitable  person  as  assessor  and  collector  of  water  rents  and 
other  purposes. 

I.  That  forthwith,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  and  at 
the  organization  of  the  water  committee,  in  each  and  every  year  hereafter 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  committee  to  appoint  some  suitable  per- 
son as  assessor  and  register  of  water  rents,  and  who  shall  act  as  clerk  or 
secretary  to  the  said  water  committee. 

II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  register  and  assessor  of  water 
rents,  and  clerk  and  secretary  as  aforesaid,  to  attend  the  meetings  of  said 

23 


178  WATER  WORKS.  ^ 

# 

water  committee  at  their  oflice,  or  elsewhere,  if  required  by  the  said  wa- 
ter committee,  and  under  their  superintendence  and  control  and  direction, 
to  keep  fair  and  correct  minutes  of  all  their  proceedings,  and  to  correctly 
and  safely  keep  all  books,  vouchers,  and  documents  appertaining  to  said 
office ;  to  produce  the  same  when  required,  either  by  the  councils  or  the 
said  water  committee,  and  safely  and  promptly  to  deliver  the  same  over  to 
his  successor  in  office  when  required. 

III.  Supplied. 

IV.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  feel  themselves  aggrieved  as 
to  the  amount  of  water  rent  or  tax  assessed  on  them  as  aforesaid,  such 
person  or  persons  may,  at  any  time  within  the  month  of  May,  immediate- 
ly after  the  annual  assessment,  but  not  afterwards,  appeal  to  the  water  com- 
mittee whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  hear  such  appeal,  at  such  times  and  places 
as  they  may  appoint  therefor,  and  whose  decision  thereon  shall  be  final 
and  conclusive. 

V.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  acting  as  assessor  and  regis- 
ter of  the  water  rents  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  all  private  pipes  and 
hydrants,  and  see  that  the  same  are  kept  in  sufficient  repair,  and  that  the 
hydrant  water  be  not  uselessly  wasted  by  those  authorised  to  use  it,  and 
particularly  to  enquire  into  all  infractions  or  violations  of  the  lltli  and 
12th  sections  of  the  ordinance  entided,  "An  Ordinance  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  water,  &c.,"  passed  23d  February,  1829,  and  see  that  the 
provisions  therein  contained  be  enforced. 

VI.  That  all  ordinances  or  supplements  to  ordinances,  so  far  as  they 
are  altered  or  supplied  by  this  ordinance  be,  and  the  same  are  hereb}'  re- 
pealed. 

Passed  23th  January,  1833. 


ORDINANCE  OF  21ST  FEBRUARY,  1835. 

w5n  Ordinance  to  change   the  mode  of  assessing  and   collecting  ivater 

rents,  and  for  other  purposes. 

I.  That  forthwith  and  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  and 
at  the  organization  of  the  water  committee,  in  each  and  every  year  here- 
after, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  committee  to  appoint  some  suitable 
person  as  assessor  and  register  of  the  water  rents,  who  shall  annually,  in 
the  month  of  April,  and  as  soon  after  the  first  of  April  in  each  and  every 
year  hereafter  as  possible,  make  out  and  prepare  a  correct  alphabetical 
list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  using  the  hydrant  water,  designating  the 
streets  and  alleys  in  which  they  reside,  thenumber  of  the  buildings  they  sev- 
erally occupy  as  far  as  the  same  is  practicable,  the  name  of  the  owner  or  own- 
ers of  the  building  so  occupied,  the  trade  or  occupation  of  the  person  be- 
insr  the  principal  renter  or  occupant  of  each  house,  and  the  amount  of  wa- 
ter rent  wherewith  each  individual  may  be  assessed  or  is  entitled  to  pay 
for  the  current  year,  which  said  list,  when  so  prepared  and  completed, 
shall  be  forthw^ith  laid  before  the  water  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
carefully  to  examine  the  same  and  make  all  necessary  corrections  and  ad- 
ditions therein;  and  when  so  corrected  the  committee  shall  approve  the 
same  in  writing,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  register  and  assessor 
of  the  water  rents  to  enter  a  correct  copy  of  said  list  so  made  out  and  ap- 
proved in  a  book  of  record,  to  be  kept  by  the  water  committee  for  that 
purpose  at  their  office,  which  said  book  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  members  of  the  councils,  at  all  ^ea£onable  times,  if  required. 
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II.  Supplied. 

III.  The  register  of  the  water  rents  is  hereby  directed  and  enjoined  to 
make  a  report  in  writing,  on  the  first  Monday  in  September  of  each  and 

'every  year,  containing  the  name  and  residence,  with  the  rents  and  charg- 
es due  by  each  delinquent,  which  shall  be  delivered  to  the  superintendent 
of  the  water  works,  who  on  receiving  the  said  report,  shall  forthwith 
cause  the  ferules  of  all  such  delinquents  to  be  detached  from  the  pipe  of 
conduit,  unless  the  amount  of  the  rent  due  be  paid  to  him,  and  which  he  is 
hereby  authorised  to  receive,  and  pay  the  same  over  to  the  register  of  the 
M'-ater  rents  ;  and  the  said  register  shall  cause  suits  to  be  instituted  before 
the  mayor  or  any  alderman  of  the  city,  against  all  such  delinquents  for  the 
recovery  of  the  water  rents  due  and  unpaid,  as  well  as  for  the  charges  of 
detaching  the  ferule  from  the  pipe  of  conduit  and  the  expense  of  repaving 
over  the  water  pipes,  with  costs  of  suit,  together  with  ten  per  cent,  addi- 
tional on  the  amount,  and,  when  the  same  are  so  recovered  he  shall  pay 
the  same  over  to  the  city  treasurer. 

IV.  That  the  assessor  and  register  of  the  water  rents  shall,  before  en- 
tering upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  give  bond,  with  such  sureties  as  shall 
be  satisfactory  to  the  water  committee,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  appertaining  to 
his  office,  and  that  he  will  Avell  and  faithfully  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  all 
the  water  rents  which  he  shall  collect  and  recover,  and  the  said  assessor 
and  register  of  water  rents  shall  be  allowed  a  yearly  salary  of  four  hun- 
dred dollars,  payable  quarterly,  by  warrants  drawn  by  the  mayor  upon 
the  city  treasurer. 

V.  That  for  the  present  year,  and  annually  thereafter,  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  water  rents  shall  be  allowed  for  his  services  as  by  law  required 
of  him,  a  yearly  salary  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  payable  quarterly,  as 
other  city  officers  are  paid,  and  shall  have  a  house  and  fuel  furnished  him 
at  the  water  works  without  charge  therefor :  Provided,  that  the  said  su- 
perintendent shall  employ  a  trusty  and  skilful  engineer  for  the  water  works 
at  such  annual  or  per  diem  salary  as  may  be  agreed  for,  whose  service 
shall  be  paid  for  by  the  superintendent  out  of  the  yearly  salary  allowed 
him  by  this  ordinance. 

VI.  That  so  much  of  an  ordinance  entitled  "  An  Ordinance  to  enable 
and  empower  the  water  committee  to  appoint  and  elect  a  suitable  person 
as  assessor  and  collector  of  the  water  rents,"  passed  the  28th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1833,  as  is  inconsistent  herein,  and  such  other  ordinance  as  is  here- 
by altered,  and  supplied,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  2lst  February,  1835,  and  recorded  4th  March,  1835,  in  Book  A.,  pages  201--2. 


ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  SEPTEMBER,  1836. 

An  Ordinayice,  supplemental  to  an  ordinance  regulating  the  distribution 
of  water,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  ivater  works  of  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, passed  the  23rf  of  February,  1829. 

I.  That  the  superintendent  of  the  water  works  shall  procure  under  the 
direction  of  the  water  committee,  an  iron  stop  cock  box,  and  keep  the 
same  at  the  water  works  as  a  model  ;  and  that  all  stop  cock  boxes  here- 
after placed  in  any  of  the  streets,  alleys  or  squares  of  the  city,  shall  be 
constructed  in  conformity  with  said  model;  and  in  case  any  person  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  provide  and  place  such  box,  or  shall  use  one  of  a  differ- 
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ent  model,  he  shall,  for  every  such  oflence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  tea 
dollars. 

Passed  26lh  September,  183G,  and  recorded  DPlli  September,  1836,  in  Book  A.,page  CISO-S. 


ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  MARCH,  1840. 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  the  collection  of  water  rents. 

I.  That  whenever  the  annual  list  of  water  rents  shall  be  made  out,  ap- 
proved and  completed  in  accordance  with  tlie  1st  section  of  an  ordinance 
passed  21st  February,  1835,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  and  regis- 
ter of  water  rents  to  deliver  to  each  of  the  ward  collectors  of  city  taxes,  a 
copy  of  the  names  of  all  the  persons  assessed  by  him  in  their  respective 
wards,  and  the  amount  wherewith  they  may  be  assessed  to  pay  for  the 
use  of  the  water  for  the  current  year ;  and  the  said  collectors  are  hereby 
authorised  and  required,  forthwith  to  demand  payment  of  the  said  water 
rents  from  the  persons  residing  on  the  premises  or  owning  the  estates 
charged  therewith,  and  to  collect  the  same  without  delay,  and  pay  the 
amount  weekly  to  the  city  treasurer ;  and  the  said  collectors  shall  sever- 
ally be  allowed  a  similar  rate  of  per  centage  for  their  trouble  and  services 
in  collecting  and  paying  over  to  the  treasurer  the  said  water  rents,  as 
may  be  allowed  them  for  collecting  and  paying  over  the  city  taxes  for  the 
time  being  :  Provided,  That  each  of  the  said  ward  collectors  shall,  before 
entering  upon  the  duties  enjoined  by  this  ordinance,  first  give  bond  with 
surety,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  water  committee,  in  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  "  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  enjoined  upon  him  by  this  ordinance,  and  that  he  shall  well  and 
truly  pay  to  the  treasurer  at  the  times  and  in  the  manner  herein  presented, 
all  the  water  rents  which  he  may  collect,  and  that  he  will  not  apply  to  his 
own  use,  or  any  purpose  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance, 
any  of  the  money  by  him  collected." 

II.  Supplied. 

III.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  and  register  of  water  rents 
to  notify  the  city  treasurer,  in  writing,  of  the  amounts  of  the  several  ward 
assessments,  who  shall  thereupon  open  a  separate  account  with  each  of 
said  collectors,  and  charge  them  respectively  with  the  amounts  of  said  as- 
sessments, and  credit  them  with  all  payments  made  by  them,  Avhich  said 
accounts  shall  remain  open  against  them  until  their  reports  shall  have  been 
made,  and  their  accounts  have  severally  been  audited  by  the  water  commit- 
tee, who  are  hereby  authorised  to  examine  and  settle  the  same. 

IV.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinances  passed  heretofore,  which  conflict 
with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Passed  30ti;  Mar.li  IB'iO,  and  rocorded  4th  Apr.l,  1840,  in  Book  A.,  pnge  ;-7l'. 


ORDINANCE  OF  4TH  JUNE,  1841. 

An  Ordinance  providing  for  the  complelion  of  neiv  water  works. 

I.  That  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  new  water  works,  the  mayor 
of  the  city  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the 
corporation  the  sum  of  one   hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  such  sums,  and 
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at  such  times  as  the  committee  on  water  may  direct ;  for  which,  certificates 
of  the  denominations  of  one,  two,  and  three  dollars,  signed  by  the  city 
treasurer,|or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  city  councils  may  author- 
ise, and  transferable  by  delivery  only,  shall  be  issued,  which  said  certi- 
ficates shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  be  of 

the  following  form,  viz :  The  city  of  Pittsburgh  is  indebted  to , 

-dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum,  as  authoris- 


ed by  ordinance  of 1841,  receivable  in  all  debts  due  to  the  city. 

II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  treasurer,  to  keep  a  correct 
register  of  such  certificates  as  are  hereby  authorised  to  be  issued,  specify- 
ing the  number,  date,  and  by  whom  signed,  and  report  the  same  to  coun- 
cils monthly  ;  also  he  shall  receive  all  such  certificates  as  are  presented  to 
him  for  any  debts  due  the  city,  and  re-issue  the  same  for  all  debts  due  by 
the  city,  if  necessary. 

III.  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  portion 
of  the  loan  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  authorised  March  14th,  1839, 
(for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  water  works,  &c,,)  that  yet  remains 
untaken,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  set  apart,  for  the  redemption  of  the 
certificates  authorised  by  the  first  section  of  this  ordinance  :  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  treasurer,  whenever  the  aforesaid  certificates  of  the  de- 
nomination of  one,  two,  and  three  dollars  are  presented  to  him  in  sums  of 
one  hundred  dollars  and  upwards,  if  required,  to  issue  to  the  holder  there- 
of a  certificate  of  loan,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  as  authorised 
by  the  said  ordinance  of  March  14th,  1839,  and  the  said  treasurer  in 
conjunction  with  the  water  committee,  shall  cancel  the  small  certificates  so 
taken  up. 

IV.  That  the  faith,  credit,  funds,  revenue  and  corporate  property  of  the 
city  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  solemnly  pledged,  for  the  sum  hereby  au- 
thorised to  be  borrowed  as  aforesaid. 

Passed  4thJune,  1841, and  recorded  16th  June, 1841, in  BookA.,page  283. 


ORDINANCE  OF  27TH  FEBRUARY,  1843. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  passed  4th  June,  184  \, 
entitled,  '■'■An  ordinance  providing  for  the  completion  of  the  new 
water  works, ^^ 

Whereas,  the  city  councils  have  at  various  times  authorised  an  expendi- 
ture of  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase 
of  sites  and  construction  of  buildings,  machinery,  and  other  apparatus,  to 
complete  new  water  works  of  a  suflicient  extent  to  furnish  the  increasing 
population  of  the  city  and  environs  with  an  ample  supply  of  good  water 
not  only  for  domestic  use  and  manufacturing  purposes,  but  also  for  the 
speedy  and  effectual  extinguishment  of  fires,  thereby  contributing  in  a 
great  degree  to  the  salubrity  of  the  city,  and  the  prosperity  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, And  whereas,  the  amount  expended  has  proved  inadequate  to  the 
completion  of  this  important  work,  which  according  to  the  estimate  of 
the  superintendent,  will  yet  require  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  to 
render  the  previous  investments  available  for  public  use  and  to  liberate  the 
property  owned  by  the  city,  and  now  occupied  by  the  old  water  works, 
and  which  will,  when  sold,  furnish  the  means  of  considerably  reducing 
the  debt  of  the  city.  And  ivhereas,  the  present  situation  of  said  works 
renders  it  necessary  that  considerable  exertion  should  be  made,  and  sacri- 
fices incurred,  so  that  their  completion  may  be  accelerated.     Therefore, 
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I.  Beit,  ordained  and  enacted,  fyc,  That  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  new  water  works,  the  mayor  of  the  city  be  authorised  to  borrow  the 
sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  to  issue  certiticates  for  the  same  under 
the  seal  of  tlie  corporation,  of  the  amount  of  one  hundred  dollars  or  more, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  which  interest  shall  be 
payabfe  at  the  treasurer's  office  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  half  yearly, 
on  the  first  days  of  May  and  November,  which  certificates  shall  be  trans- 
ferable at  the  treTisurer's,  in  his  presence,  and  shall  not  be  redeemed  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  holders,  before  the  first  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1865. 

II.  Be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted,  S^c.,  That  if  any  of  the  con- 
tractors or  laborers  employed  on  said  water  works  shall  prefer  to  have 
the  amount  owing  to  them  for  work  done  or  materials  furnished,  so  paid, 
then  the  certificate  for  the  loan  herein  authorised  may  be  issued  for  the 
same  sums,  in  the  same  form  and  manner  as  is  directed  in  the  ordinance 
of  the  4th  June,  1841,  to  which  this  ordinance  is  supplementary. 

III.  Be  it  ordained,  ^-c,  That  in  addition  to  the  duties  devolved  upon 
the  city  treasurer  and  the  committee  on  water,  by  the  said  ordinance  of 
the  4th  of  June,  1841,  in  relation  to  the  certificates  therein  authorised,  it 
shall  moreover  be  the  duty  of  the  city  treasurer  undar  inspection  of  the 
committee  on  finance,  to  cancel  and  destroy  all  certificates  issued  in  pur- 
suance of  this  ordinance,  which  may  be  in  the  city  treasury,  on  the  22d 
day  of  December  in  each  year,  to  render  an  accurate  account  of  the  certifi- 
cates so  destroyed  to  councils  in  his  annual  report. 

IV.  That  tlie  faith,  credit,  funds,  revenue  and  corporate  property  of  the 
city,  be,  and  the  same,  are  hereby  pledged  for  the  sum  hereby  authorised 
to  be  borrowed  as  aforesaid. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this,  the  $7th  day  of  February.  A,  D.,  1843. 


ORDINANCE  OF  3D  AUGUST,   1843. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  the  various  ordinances  respecting  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  ivater  rents,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Whereas,  By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  on  the 
7th  day  of  March,  1843,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh, 
are  authorised  to  collect  and  recover  water  rents  due  and  unpaid,  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  city,  as  well  as  within  the  same,  in  the  same  way  as  city 
taxes  are  now  recoverable  :  Therefore, 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  and  register  of  water  rents 
to  make  out  a  true  and  correct  list  of  all  persons  residing  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  city,  who  may  use  the  hydrant  water,  and  assess  each  such  person 
for  the  use  of  the  said  water  as  is  now  provided  with  regard  to  persons 
taking  or  using  water  within  the  city  limits  :  and  after  approval  of  the  said 
list  by  the  water  committee,  he  shall  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  collector 
of  the  Second  ward,  a  list  of  such  persons  who  may  reside  between  the 
Monongahela  river,  and  the  centre  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  turn- 
pike :  he  shall  also  make  out  a  similar  list  of  all  such  persons  residing 
between  the  centre  of  the  said  turnpike  and  the  centre  of  Coal  lane,  and 
deliver  it  to  the  collector  of  the  Third  ward,  and  he  shall  make  out  a  sim- 
ilar list  of  all  persons  taking  the  water  who  may  reside  between  the  centre 
of  Coal  lane  and  the  south-eastern  line  of  the  Fifth  ward,  which  he  shall 
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deliver  to  the  collector  of  the  Fifth  ward  ;  and  the  said  collectors  are  here- 
by authorised  and  directed  to  collect  and  levy  the  said  water  rents  as  its 
provided  in  this  and  other  ordinances,  and  the  same  allowance  shall  be 
made  the  said  collectors  for  collecting  the  same  as  they  are  authorised 
to  charge  upon  the  collection  of  Avater  rents  within  the  city. 

II.  That  in  case  any  water  rent  shall  remain  unpaid  for  two  months 
after  the  collectors  of  the  several  wards  have  demanded  payment  of  the 
same,  from  the  persons  residing  on  the  premises,  or  owning  the  estates 
charged  therewith,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  collector  to  levy  and  collect 
the  said  water  rent,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such 
delinquent,  giving  ten  days  public  notice  of  such  sale  by  written  or  printed 
advertisement ;  and  tlie  goods  and  chattels  of  all  tenants  occupying  any 
premises  assessed  as  heretofore  provided,  shall  be  liable  to  be  distressed 
for  water  rent  arising  out  of  such  premises  :  Provided,  That  in  case  suf- 
ficient property  liable  to  distress  should  not  be  found  on  any  premises  to 
pay  the  amount  of  water  rent  accruing  thereon,  the  collector  of  each  ward 
shall  report  the  same  on  or  before  the  first  of  October  in  each  year  to  the 
assessor  and  register  of  water  rents,  who  shall  give  notice  to  the  owner  of 
such  property  of  the  amount  of  such  assessment,  and  in  default  of  pay- 
ment within  two  weeks,  the  ferule  shall  be  detached  and  suit  commenced 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  existing  ordinances  upon  that  subject : 
Provided,  also.  That  if  such  collector  shall  have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  any  person  on  whom  water  rent  is  assessed,  shall  be  about  to  leave 
the  city,  without  payment  of  such  water  rent,  he  may  proceed  immediately 
to  levy  and  collect  the  same  as  herein  provided. 

III.  That  all  persons  owning  property  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city, 
and  adjacent  to  any  of  the  mains,  that  may  be  laid  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  water,  who  may  be  desirous  of  procuring  a  supply  of  water,  shall  make 
application  in  writing  to  the  superintendent  of  the  water  works,  who  shall 
open  such  pipe  and  attach  a  ferule,  under  the  same  conditions  as  are  pro- 
vided in  relation  to  applicants  residing  within  the  limits  of  said  citv,  and 
any  plumber  or  other  person  opening  such  main  pipes  without  the  author- 
ity of  the  superintendent  of  the  water  works,  for  any  purpose  whatever, 
shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  five  dollars ;  and  all  persons  using  the  hydrant 
water  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city,  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  fines, 
penalties  and  forfeitures  for  waste  of  water,  or  injury  or  damage  to  the  said 
water  works,  mains,  pipes,  or  other  apparatus,  or  fire  plugs,  or  for  using 
the  hydrant  water  without  paying  water  rent,  or  for  permitting  other  per- 
sons not  paying  water  rent  to  resort  to  their  hydrants,  as  if  the  said  offences 
were  committed  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  and  the  said  fines,  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  shall  be  recovered  as  directed  in  the  said  act  of 
assembly,  passed  the  7th  day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1843. 

IV.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  all  persons  in- 
tending to  use  the  hydrant  water  for  building  purposes,  shall  make  appli- 
cation in  writing  to  the  assessor  and  register  of  water  rents,  who  shall 
assess  and  determine  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  each  applicant,  under  the 
direction  of  the  water  committee,  which  sum  shall  be  paid  within  six 
months  after  the  time  of  such  application,  which  shall  state  the  size  and 
description  of  buildings  intended  to  be  constructed  or  repaired,  and  the  said 
assessor  and  register  shall  grant  a  permit  for  the  use  of  the  water  for  the 
erection  of  such  buildings,  and  the  superintendent  of  the  water  works,  if 
necessary  for  procuring  the  water,  shall  open  the  main  pipe,  and  insert  a 
ferule,  as  provided  in  other  cases,  receiving  for  each  pipe  so  opened,  and 
ferule  attached,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  :  and  any  builder,  contractor  or 
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owner,  who  shall  use  the  hydrant  water  for  building  purposes  without 
previously  obtaining  such  permit,  shall  pav  a  fine  of  five  dollars,  and  the 
owner  of  the  building  shall  in  all  cases  be  held  responsible  for  the  amount 
assessed  for  the  water  used  in  its  construction:  Provided,  that  if  any  per- 
son considers  himself  aggrieved,  he  may  appeal  to  the  water  committee 
within  two  weeks  from  the  date  of  sucli  assessment,  and  not  after,  and  the 
decision  of  the  water  committee  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

V.  That  such  person  as  may  be  hereafter  appointed  by  the  water  com- 
mittee to  the  office  of  assessor  and  register  of  water  rents  shall,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  make  oath  or  afiirmation  before  one  of 
the  aldermen  of  the  city,  that  he  will  make  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief,  just  and  equitable  assessments  of  the  value  of  the  water  used  in 
each  dwelling  or  other  premises,  not  being  infiuenced  by  fear  or  partiality, 
and  moreover  that  he  will,  to  tiie  best  of  his  ability,  discharge  the  other 
duties  of  his  office. 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessor  and  register  of  water  rents,  to  collect  the  amount  assessed 
upon  buildings,  and  from  time  to  time  to  assess  such  dwellings  and  other 
buildings  as  may  be  vacant  at  the  time  of  the  regular  annual  assessment, 
and  which  he  may  afterwards  discover  to  be  occupied,  and  communicate 
the  amount  of  such  assessment  to  the  several  ward  collectors,  and  further 
in  addition  to  the  duties  now  imposed  upon  him  by  the  several  ordinances 
of  the  city,  he  shall  attend  to  all  suits  that  may  be  brought  before  any  of 
the  aldermen  of  the  city  or  otherwise  for  water  rent,  or  violation  of  any  of 
the  ordinances  concerning  the  water  works,  and  for  so  doing,  and  dis- 
charging the  other  duties  devolved  upon  him  by  this  ordinance,  the  water 
committee  shall  be  authorised  to  make  him  such  compensation  in  addition 
to  the  salary  to  which  he  is  now  entitled,  as  they  may  deem  just  and  right, 
provided  such  allowance  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  3d  day  of  August,  A.  D.,  1843. 


ORDINANCE    OF  13TH  MARCH,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  providing  for  laying  water  pipes  from  new  basin. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  assernbled,  That  the  Avater  committee  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorised  to  contract  with  the  lowest  and  best  bidder,  for  the 
purchase  of  five  hundred  and  sixty  feet  of  eighteen  inch  pipe,  for  Logan 
street,  seven  hundred  and  sixty  feet  of  twelve  inch  pipe  for  Grant  street, 
and  branches  and  stop'cocks  necessary  for  laying  the  same  ;  and  for  laying 
a  fifteen  inch  main  in  Wylie  street,  provided  the  whole  cost  does  not  ex- 
ceed eight  thousand  dollars,  and  the  mayor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised 
to  issue  city  bonds,  in  payment  of  the  same,  redeemable  in  ten  years  from 
date,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually. 

II.  Be  it  ordained,  ^'C,  That  the  water  committee  be  authorised  to 
place  three  fire  plugs  on  the  above  line  of  pipe,  together  with  stop  cocks 
and  eight  inch  pipe  necessary  to  lay  them,  and  that  the  further  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  to  be  included  in  the 
herein  before  mentioned  loan. 

III.  Be  it  ordained,  fyc.  That  the  faith,  credit,  revenue,  and  corporate 
property  of  the  city  be,  and  they  are  hereby  pledged  for  the  redemption 
of  the  same  with  interest  as  above. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  13th  day  of  March,  1844. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  IITH  APRIL,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  providing  for  the  appointment  of  two  assistant  assessors 
of  ivater  rents. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled.  That  the  water  committee  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorised  at  their  next  regular  meeting,  after  the  passage  of 
this  ordinance,  and  at  their  first  regular  meeting  in  each  and  every  year 
hereafter  to  appoint  two  assistant  assessors  of  water  rents  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  accompany  the  assessor  of  water  rents  in  visiting  each  and 
every  tenement  supplied  with  hydrant  water,  and  consult  and  advise  with 
that  officer  as  to  the  amount  which  ought  to  be  assessed  upon  each,  re- 
spectively. 

II.  Be  it  further  ordained,  &,"C.,  That  said  assistant  assessors  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  one  dollar  per  day  for  each  and  every  day  which  they 
are  necessarily  so  employed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  this  Uth  day  of  April,  1844. 


ORDINANCE  OF  lOTH  JUNE,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  street  hydrants. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled.  That  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance 
any  person  or  persons  who  shall  have,  or  cause  to  be  erected  any  hydrant 
in  front  of  their  premises  for  the  purpose  of  washing  pavements  and 
streets  shall  be  assessed  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  annum  in 
addition  to  all  other  sums  which  they  may  be  assessed  for  water  rents. 

II.  Be  it  further  ordained,  Sj-c,  That  so  much  of  an  ordinance  passed 
the  28th  of  November,  1831,  relative  to  hydrants,  which  by  this  ordinance 
is  amended  or  supplied,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  this  10th  day  of  June,  1844. 
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CHAPTER     XXXV. 
WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 


COIVTEIVTS. 

ORDINANCE  OF  29tb  JANUARY,  1844.  i;  His  duties,  &c ib 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  how   ap-        >  Repealing  clause, ib 

pointed, 1  ; 

ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  JANUARY,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  separating  the  duties  of  adjusting  and  sealing  weights 
and  measures  from  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  market,  and  providing 
for  the  election  of  an  officer  for  that  purpose. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled.  That  at  the  next  stated  meeting  after  the 
passage  of  this  ordinance,  and  in  the  meeting  in  January  in  each  year,  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  city  officers,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  select  and 
common  councils  to  elect  one  person  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  adjust  and 
seal  weights  and  measures,  who  shall  hold  his  office  one  year,  or  until  an- 
other is  elected,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  to  the  adjusting  and  seal- 
ing weights  and  measures,  in  like  manner  and  for  like  compensation  as  is 
specified  in  the  duties  of  the  clerk  of  the  markets  as  laid  down  in  the  14th 
section  of  the  city  ordinance  passed  7th  September,  1816,  entitled,  "An 
ordinance  regulating  the  markets,  and  of  the  weigh  master."  '  And  that 
so  much  of  said  ordinance  as  conflicts  with  this  ordinance  be,  and  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  the  29th  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1844. 
1  See  page  101,  sec.  14. 
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ORDINANCE  OF  21ST  MARCH,  1842. 


Jlti  Ordinance  providing  for  the  election  of  a  wharf  master,  and  regu- 
lations for  the  Monongahela  wharf  and  public  landings  on  the  Alle- 
gheny river. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^'C,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance, 
the  following  shall  be  the  manner  of  choosing  the  wharf  master,  and  his 
duties,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  wharf: 

I.  That  the  select  and  common  councils  shall  annually  hereafter  on  the 
day  appointed  for  choosing  city  officers,  in  the  same  manner  choose  one 
suitable  person  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  as  wharf  master,  who,  before  he 
enters  on  the  duties  of  his  office  shall  give  bond  with  two  or  more  sufficient 
sureties  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  the  penal 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  en- 
joined on  him,  and  he  shall  also  take  an  oath-  or  affirmation,  that  he  will 
well  and  truly,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  perform  the  duties 
of  wharfmaster. 

That  he  shall  provide  suitable  books  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  shall 
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collect  all  wharfages  coming  to  the  city,  shall  keep  a  register  of  the  ar- 
rivals and  departures  of  all  vessels  engaged  in  the  freighting  business  to 
and  from  the  city,  and  as  far  as  convenient,  keep  an  aggregate  account  of 
the  freight  of  each  vessel ;  shall  keep  a  regular  account  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived, noting  the  name  of  the  vessel  and  master  thereof  on  which  it  was 
charged  ;  and  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month,  pay  the  same  to  the 
city  treasurer. 

He  shall  exhibit  his  books  and  accounts  to  any  joint  committee  that  may 
be  appointed  by  council  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  same. 

He  shall  point  out  the  place  for  boats  to  load  or  unload  according  to  the 
ordinance,  and  shall  be  authorised  to  enforce  all  ordinances  relating  to  the 
wharf,  and  shall  deliver  to  his  successor  in  office,  all  books  and  papers 
belonging  to  the  wharf  master. 

n.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance,  for  each  and  eve- 
ry time  any  boat,  barge  or  vessel,  whose  tonnage  shall  be  more  than  five 
tons,  shall  land  at  or  occupy  the  public  wharf  for  the  purpose  of  loading 
or  unloading,  the  owner,  owners,  master  or  supercargo  of  such  vessel, 
shall  pay  to  the  wharf  master  the  sum  of  five  cents  per  ton  for  each  and, 
every  ton  measurement  of  said  vessel,  (the  amount  of  tonnage  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  means  satisfactory  to  the  wharf  master,)  which  shall  entitle  said 
vessel  to  occupy  and  remain  at  the  same  landing  for  seventy-two  hours, 
(Sundays  not  included,)  and  for  each  succeeding  twenty-four  hours  such 
vessel  shall  occupy  the  landing,  it  shall  be  charged  one  cent  per  ton  ad- 
ditional, excepting  steamers  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  which  may 
remain  four  days,  those  over  two  hundred  five  days,  and  those  over  three 
hundred  tons  six  days,  before  they  shall  be  charged  additional  wharfage ; 
and  excepting  also  those  boats  or  vessels  which  run  regularly  in  any 
trade,  and  which  arrive  and  depart  twice  or  three  times  in  one  week, 
which  shall  pay  only  one-half;  and  those  which  arrive  and  depart  more 
than  three  times,  one-third  the  above  rates,  for  each  and  every  time  of 
landing,  and  excepting  those  whose  rates  shall  be  hereinafter  specified. 

HI.  The  owner,  owners  or  agents,  shall  pay  wharfage  for  each  and  every 
day,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  follows,  viz  : 

For  one  loaded  coal  flat  twenty -five  cents. 

For  every  loaded  coal  flat  more  than  one  at  the  wharf  at  the  same  time, 
and  owned  by  the  same  person  or  company,  fifty  cents. 

For  every  empty  flat,  flat  boat  or  keel,  at  that  part  of  the  wharf  alotted 
to  those  loading  or  those  unloading,  one  dollar. 

For  every  sand,  lime,  or  brick  flat  twenty-five  cents,  and  no  flat  shall  be 
permitted  to  unload  by  throwing  out  sand  on  the  wharf. 

All  flats  landing  at  the  wharf  shall  be  charged  wharfage,  and  none  ex- 
cept coal,  sand,  lime,  and  brick  flats,  less  than  fifty  cents  ;  and  no  keel 
boat  less  than  one  dollar. 

And  on  each  flat  or  flat  boat  the  owner  or  agent's  name  shall  be 
plainly  marked  in  letters  not  less  than  three  inches  long. 

Each  ferry  boat  landing  at  the  wharf  shall  pay  five  dollars  per  month, 
payable  quarterly. 

Persons  drawing  lumber  on  any  of  the  wharves  or  public  landings  shall 
pay  five  cents  for  every  thousand  feet. 

IV.  That  all  vessels  lying  at  or  occupying  the  wharf  as  hereinafter  de- 
scribed, or  otherwise,  not  for  the  purpose  of  loading  or  unloadiug,  shall 
pay  as  follows,  viz  : 

Each  steamer,  one  cent  per  ton  measurement,  per  month. 
Each  keel,  barge,  flat,  or  flat  boat,  fifty  cents  per  month. 
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Each  floating  or  dry  dock,  ten  dollars  per  month. 

Each  floating  wharf  or  receiving  boat,  five  dollars  per  month. 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  owner,  master  or  person  having  in  charge, 
or  for  sale,  any  keel  boat,  barge,  flat  boat,  &c.,  to  inform  the  wharf  master 
when  it  is  their  wish  to  occupy  the  wharf  for  any  purpose  other  than  load- 
ing or  unloading,  and  to  pay  him  in  advance  for  that  and  each  succeeding 
month,  according  to  the  above  rates;  or  in  default  thereof,  he  or  they  shall 
be  liable  to  pay  the  rate  per  ton  as  provided  in  the  second  and  third  sections 
of  this  ordinance,  and  shall  remove  or  cause  to  be  removed  said  vessel  to 
such  place  as  the  wharf  master  shall  assign  it. 

Steamers  which  run  regularly  in  any  trade  and  carry  freight  in  keel 
boats,  shall  be  permitted  to  have  two  keels,  for  which  they  shall  be  charg- 
ed at  the  rate  of  a  wharf  boat.  Every  additional  one  shall  be  charged  the 
usual  rates ;  and  each  keel  so  connected  with  a  steamer,  shall  have  the 
steamer's  name  and  its  number  plainly  marked  upon  it. 

V.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  obstruct  the  free  and  public  use  of 
the  wharf,  by  causing  timber  or  building  materials  of  any  kind  to  be  laid 
upon  it,  or  shall  in  any  way  impede  or  obstruct  the  public  use  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  wharf,  depositing  thereon  any  kind  of  timber,  logs,  scantlings, 
boards,  stone,  brick,  mortar,  cinders,  or  other  substance  of  any  kind. 

All  wood  unloaded  on  the  wharf  shall  be  placed  at  least  twenty-five  feet 
from  the  water's  edge  and  ranked  in  order  for  measurement,  and  shall  not 
remain  more  than  two  days. 

No  cinders,  or  brick,  or  mortar  shall  be  thrown  from  boats  into  the  riv- 
er while  in  port,  and  all  boats  shall  be  kept  clean  and  clear  of  all  kinds  of 
filth. 

Old  steamers  whose  engines  have  been  taken  out,  and  which  are  unfit 
for  service,  shall  be  removed  from  the  wharf  at  the  direction  of  the  wharf 
master. 

Any  boat  that  shall  be  left  at  the  wharf  without  having  the  owner's 
name  placed  thereon,  or  whose  owner  or  agent  cannot  be  found,  shall  be 
taken  in  charge  by  the  wharf  master,  who  shall  publicly  advertise  the 
same,  and  if  not  claimed  within  twenty  days,  shall  be  sold  by  him  to  the 
highest  bidder,  after  having  been  advertised  for  sale  for  one  week  after  the 
twenty  days  shall  have  expired ;  and  after  the  costs  and  charges  are  paid, 
the  balance  shall  be  placed  in  the  city  treasury,  subject  to  the  order  of 
whoever  shall  be  proven  the  owner. 

All  steamers  lying  at  the  wharf  shall  be  required  to  use  good  and  suffi- 
cient bow,  spring,  and  stern  lines,  under  the  direction  of  the  wharf  master. 

VI.  The  following  described  parts  of  the  wharf  shall  be  allotted  to  the 
different  kind  of  vessels,  viz  : 

For  farmers,  family  and  market  boats,  and  for  sand  and  brick  flats,  at 
the  Ross  street  landing,  and  from  the  upper  side  of  Grant  street,  to  within 
one  hundred  feet  of  Cherry  alley. 

And  for  canoes  and  other  small  craft  bringing  marketing,  between  the 
floating  docks  and  the  shore. 

For  coal  flats,  from  one  hundred  feet  above  Cherry  alley  to  thirty  feet 
below  the  same,  and  from  sixty  feet  above  Liberty  street  to  the  middle 
thereof. 

For  steamers,  barges,  keels,  flats,  &c.,  engaged  in  carrying  freight  on  the 
Monongahela,  and  for  keels  on  the  Ohio  trade,  from  thirty  feet  below 
Cherry  alley  to  thirty  feet  below  the  bridge. 

For  steamers  engaged  in  loading  or  unloading,  from  thirty  feet  below  the 
bridge  to  Redoubt  alley,  the  small  steamers  having  keels  in  tow,  and  for 
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the  reception  of  freight  to  occupy  the  upper  part,  and  the  large  ones  the 
lower  part,  except  in  time  of  low  water,  or  this  division  of  the  wharf  not 
being  occupied  by  steamers,  at  which  time  the  wharf  master  may,  at  his 
discretion,  allow  the  same  to  be  used  by  keels,  barges,  &c.,  for  the  purpose 
of  loading  or  unloading. 

For  steamers,  finishing,  repairing  or  for  sale,  having  precedence  as  above, 
in  case  of  scarcity  of  room,  from  Redoubt  alley  to  within  sixty  feet  of  Lib- 
erty street. 

For  the  ferry  landing,  from  the  middle  of  Liberty  street  to  the  lower 
side  thereof. 

For  the  floating  docks  from  Liberty  street  to  the  lower  sideofPenn  street. 

For  keel  boats,  barges  and  flat  boats,  &c.,  finishing  and  for  sale,  from 
the  lower  side  of  Penn  street  to  the  Point,'  or  anchored  out  in  the  stream 
so  as  not  to  impede  or  obstruct  the  navigation. 

VIL  That  if  the  above  arrangement  shall  be  impracticable,  from  any 
unforeseen  occurrence,  from  repairs  being  made  to  the  wharf,  in  time  of 
ice  or  high  freshets,  the  wharf  master  shall  have  discretionary  power  as  to 
the  location  of  anj-  boat  lying  at  the  wharf  as  long  as  the  difficulty  shall 
exist,  and  he  shall  have  power  to  locate  any  vessel  not  described  above. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  wharf  master,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered, 
to  enforce  by  prosecution  or  otherwise,  all  ordinances  in  relation  to  obstruc- 
tions or  nuisances  upon  the  wharf. 

Each  and  every  master,  supercargo  or  other  person,  having  in  charge  or 
for  sale,  any  vessel,  or  any  other  person  who  shall  violate  or  refuse  to 
comply  with  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  or  to  comply  with 
the  directions  of  the  wharf  master  in  accordance  therewith,  shall  upon 
conviction  thereof  before  the  mayor  or  any  alderman  of  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars, 
with  costs  of  suit. 

That  all  ordinances  passed  heretofore  on  the  subject  of  the  wharf,  (except- 
ing the  one  which  establishes  the  grade  of  Water  street  and  the  Mononga- 
hela  wharf,)  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  the  21st  day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1842. 


ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  JANUARY,  1843. 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  the  wharf  master. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  ^-c.  That  so  much  of  the  5th  section 
of  an  ordinance  passed  on  the  26th  of  February,  1825,  as  requires  tliat  the 
wharf  master  shall  give  bonds  with  sureties  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  be  and  is  hereby  altered  so  that  he  shall  give  bonds  with  sureties 
as  heretofore  provided,  in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils  this  30tli  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1843. 


ORDINANCE  OF  26TH  JUNE,  1843. 

An  Ordinance  relative  to  Duquesne  ivay. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  in  select 
and  ccnnmon  cauncils  assembled,  That  within  ten  days  after  the  passage 
of  this  ordinance,  councils  shall  proceed  jointly  to  select  one  suitable  per- 
son as  wharf  master  for  Duquesne  way,  to  serve  until  the  next  annual 
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election,  or  until   his   successor  shall  have  been  appointed,  and  aiuiually 
hereafter,  at  the  usual  time  of  electing  city  officers. 

II.  The  person  so  selected  and  his  successors  shall  have  the  same  pow- 
ers and  be  subject  to  the  same  obligations  and  requirements  as  the  present 
wharf  master  is,  by  ordinances  or  otherwise,  and  the  same  rates  of  wharfage 
as  is  established  by  an  ordinance  passed  March21st,  1842,  entitled  "Anordi- 
nance  regulating  the  wharves  and  landings  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,"  shall, 
and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  rates  of  wharfage  for  Duquesne  way  and 
said  ordinance,  and  all  ordinances  passed  subsequently  thereto,  are,  and 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full  force  and  effect  as  to  Duquesne  wav, 
and  in  addition  to  articles  therein  named,  the  wharf  master  shall  estimate 
2000  staves  or  heading,  or  2000  hoop-poles,  the  same  as  1000  feet  of 
boards.  All  joice,  scantling  or  sawed  stuff  to  be  estimated  by  board 
measurement.     [^Remainder  of  this  section  supplied.] 

III.  All  board  measurers  shall,  previous  to  collecting  their  charges  for 
measuring,  &c.,  return  to  the  wharf  master  an  account  of  such  measure- 
ment, with  the  name  or  names  of  such  person  or  persons  who  are  to  pay 
for  said  measuring,  which  person  or  persons  are  hereby  declared  liable  to 
pay  the  wharfage.  * 

IV.  In  addition  to  the  duties  incumbent  on  the  person  elected  as  wharf 
master  for  Duquesne  way,  he  shall  give  his  personal  attention  to  the  grad- 
ing and  keeping  the  same  in  order,  and  together  with  the  street  commis- 
sioner, shall  have  power  to  remove  all  nuisances  and  obstructions  that  may 
be  placed  thereon,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  committee  on  wharves  and 
landings,  until  otherwise  ordered,  shall  have  power  to  divide  oft'  and  allot 
the  different  portions  of  Duquesne  way,  so  as  to  accommodate  the  boats 
and  other  craft. 

V.  The  compensation  of  the  wharf  master  for  the  full  performance  of 
all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him  by  this  ordinance,  shall  be'  at  the  rate 
of  $300  per  annum,  payable  in  like  manner  as  other  city  officers  are  paid. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  26th  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1843. 


ORDINANCE  OF  25TH  SEPTEMBER,  1843. 

An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  relative  to  Duquesne  way. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
and  common  councils  assembled,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance,  all  round  or  hewed  logs  subject  to  wharfage  shall  be  charged  at 
the  rate  of  twenty-four  cents  per  thousand  feet,  running  measure. 

II.  Be  it  ordained,  <^c.,  That  for  all  shingles  shall  for  each  four  thou- 
sand be  charged  the  same  as  one  thousand  feet  of  boards,  and  to  enable  the 
wharf  master  to  collect  the  wharfage  with  more  certainty,  all  lumber,  both 
before  and  after  the  sale  thereof,  shall  be  held  liable  for  the  wharfage. 

III.  Be  it  ordained,  fyc,  That  so  much  of  the  ordinance  relative  to 
Duquesne  way,  passed  June  26th,  1842,  as  is  hereby  altered  or  supphed, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  25th  day  of  September,  1843. 


ORDINANCE  OF  30TH  OCTOBER,  1843. 
An  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  relative  to  Duquesne  way. 
I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh,  in  select 
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and  common  councils  assembled,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance,  any  board  measurer  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  returns 
to  the  wharf  master,  of  the  number  of  feet  of  boards  and  lumber  he  may 
measure  for  any  person  or  persons,  previous  to  collecting  his  own  fees, 
shall  for  every  such  neglect  or  refusal,  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  city  the  sum 
of  two  dollars,  and  shall  also  be  held  liable  for  the  wharfage  of  said 
boards  or  lumber. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  30tli  day  of  October,  1843. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  JULY,  1844. 

^n  Ordinance  supplementary  to  an  ordinance  passed  list  March,  1842, 
regidating  wharves  and  landings. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
ordinance,  all  that  part  of  the  Monongahela  wharf  between  the  floating 
dock  and  the  Point,  shall  be  allotted  to  steamboats,  finishing  and  repairing, 
or  for  sale,  in  addition  to  their  present  location. 

II.  That  hereafter  no  floating  wharf  or  receiving  boat  other  than  keel- 
boats  or  canal-boats  shall  be  permitted  to  occupy  any  part  of  the  Monon- 
gahela wharf. 

III.  All  blooms  and  pig  metal  shall  be  placed  opposite  the  forward  hatch 
of  the  boat  unloading,  sixty  feet  from  the  water's  edge  on  the  paved  wharf, 
and  thirty  feet  on  the  unpavedpart,  and  ranked  compactly  at  least  three  feet 
high :  and  no  boat  shall  occupy  for  blooms  and  pig  metal,  more  than 
twenty-five  feet  fronting  on  the  river,  nor  shall  any  such  metal  remain  on 
the  wharf  more  than  three  days  :  if  not  removed  in  three  days  it  shall  be 
charged  five  cents  per  ton  wharfage  for  the  next  three  days,  and  one  cent 
per  ton  for  every  additional  day  till  removed. 

IV.  All  engines,  boilers,  millstones  and  other  articles  not  removed  in 
three  days,  to  be  charged  at  the  same  rate  as  blooms  and  pig  metal. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  29th  day  of  July,  1844. 


ORDINANCE  OF  29TH  JULY,  1844. 

An  Ordinance  amending  an  ordinance  respecting  the  deposit  of  JUth, 
passed27th  of  May,  A.  D.,  1833. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted,  fyc.  That  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  ordinance  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  wharf  master  of  the  Allegheny 
wharf,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  wharves  and  landings,  to 
procure  a  float,  and  keep  it  moored  with  a  chain  cable,  at  some  convenient 
place  between  the  foot  of  Pitt  street  and  the  Point,  which  shall  be  the  only 
place  of  deposit  for  filth,  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance  passed  27th 
day  of  May,  1833. 

II.  Obsolete. 

III.  That  so  much  of  any  ordinance  as  is  supplied  by  this,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Ordained  and  enacted  into  a  law  in  councils,  this  29th  day  of  July,  A.  D.,  1844. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII 

'       WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 


COJVTEIVTS. 

ACT  OF   10th  APRIL,  1826.  ,  Penalty 3 

Preamble,  i  Wooden  buildings  to  be  pulled  down , 3 

Councils  may  pas3  laws  to  prevent  the  erec-       !  Penalty, ib 

tion  of  wooden  buildins^s, 3  <  Penalty    on  workmen    and  employers  for 

ORDINANCE  OF  28th  AUGUST,  182G.      J     erecting 4 

Preamble,  i  Duty  of  street  commissioner  and  city  consta- 

No  wooden  buildings  to  be  erected  within      )      bles, 5 

certain  limits, 1| 

ACT  OF  lOTH  APRIL,  1826. 

^n  Actio  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Beaver 
for  the  purpose  of  closing  the  concerns  of  the  same,  and  for  other  pur" 
poses. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  represented  that  the  danger  from  fire  in  the  cities 
of  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia,  is  considerably  increased  by  the  number 
of  wooden  buildings  erected  in  the  populous  parts  of  the  said  cities,  and 
that  the  expense  of  erecting  brick  or  stone  buildings  is  not  greater  than 
wooden :  And  whereas,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  strengthen  the 
security  of  property,  whenever  the  same  can  be  done  without  violating  the 
rights  of  private  persons :  Therefore, 

III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorised  and  empowered  to  pass  ordinances  to  prevent  any  person  or 
persons  from  erecting,  or  causing  to  be  erected,  any  wooden  mansion 
house,  store,  shop,  warehouse,  carriage  house  or  stable,  within  such  parts 
of  the  said  cities  respectively  as  the  said  councils  shall  by  their  ordinances 
from  time  to  time  describe  and  limit.' 

Passed  10th  April,  1825-6.    See  Pamphlet  Laws  of  Penn.  sess.  1825-6,  page  290. 


ORDINANCE  OF  28TH  AUGUST,  1826. 

An  Ordinance  to  prevent  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings,  within  cer- 
tain limits  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh. 

Whereas,  the  great  number  of  wooden  buildings  in  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burgh, renders  the  persons  and  estates  of  the  inhabitants  insecure,  and 
greatly  exposed  to  accidents  from  lire,  and  unless  effectual  measures  are 
taken  to  prevent  their  being  erected  in  future  within  the  most  populous 
parts  thereof,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  dangerous  and  fatal  con- 
sequences may  ensue  therefrom.  And  whereas,  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  by  an  act  passed  the  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  have  authorised 
and  empowered  the  select  and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh 
to  pass  ordinances  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  from  erecting,  or 

1  See  note  at  end  of  chapter. 
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causing  to  be  erected,  any  wooden  mansion  house,  store,  shop,  warehouse, 
carriage  house  or  stable,  within  such  parts  of  the  said  city,  as  the  coun- 
cils shall  by  their  ordinances,  from  time  to  time,  describe  and  limit. 

I.  Be  it  ordained  ami  enacted,  c^-c,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  ordinance,  no  wooden  mansion  house, shop,  warehouse,  store,  carriage 
house  or  stable,  shall  be  erected  or  built  within  that  part  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh  which  is  comprised  within  the  limits  hereinafter  mentioned  : 
that  is  to  say,  beginning  on  the  Monongahela  river  at  the  end  of  Grant 
street,  and  running  along  the  same  to  Liberty  street,  thence  across  Liberty 
to  Washington  street,  thence  along  Washington  street  to  the  Allegheny 
river,  thence  along  the  Allegheny  river  to  it  confluence  with  the  Mononga- 
hela river,  thence  along  the  Monongahela  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

II.  That  if  after  the  passing  of  this  ordinance,  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  erect  and  build  or  cause  to  be  erected  and  built,  any  Avooden 
mansion  house,  shop,  warehouse,  store,  carriage  house  or  stable,  upon  any 
lot  or  piece  of  ground  within  those  parts  of  the  city  herein  above  specified, 
and  shall  be  duly  convicted  thereof,  upon  indictment  found  against  him, 
her  or  them,  in  the  mayor's  court  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  every  such 
person  or  persons  so  offending  and  convicted,  shall  forfeit  and  be  sentenced 
and  adjudged  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

III.  That  if  the  person  or  persons  so  convicted,  shall  not,  after  such 
conviction,  pull  down  and  remove,  or  cause  to  be  pulled  down  and  removed, 
such  wooden  mansion  house,  or  other  wooden  building  as  is  before  describ- 
ed, he,  she  or  they,  shall  forfeit  and  be  sentenced  and  adjudged  to  pay  a 
fine  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  three  months  after  such  conviction, 
during  which  the  same  shall  remain  and  continue  erected  and  built,  being 
first  duly  convicted  of  such  neglect  or  omission,  upon  indictment  found 
against  him,  her  or  them,  in  the  mayor's  court  for  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  ; 
and  every  such  wooden  building  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  and  com- 
mon nuisance. 

IV.  That  each  and  every  person  and  persons  who  shall  be  employed 
in  the  building  or  erecting  any  such  wooden  mansion  house  or  other 
building,  as  is  before  described,  being  duly  convicted  thereof  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned,  shall  forfeit  and  be  sentenced  and  adjudged  by  the 
mayor's  court  to  pay  a  fine,  at  the  discretion  of  said  court,  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  dollars. 

V.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  street  commissioner,  the  high  con- 
stable and  the  common  constables  of  the  respective  wards  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburgh,  and  they  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and  required,  to  give  im- 
mediate information  to  the  mayor,  or  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said  city, 
of  all  offences  which  shall  be  committed  in  violation  of  this  ordinance,  in 
order  that  measures  may  be  taken  for  the  prosecution  of  offenders,  accord- 
ing to  the  direction  hereof. 

PassedSSth  August,  1826,  and  recorded  2d  September,  1826,  in  Book  A.,  page  95. 


NOTE. 


The  first  act,  that  of  April  18,  1795,  (3  Dallas,  771  ;  3  Smith,  046,)  respecting  ilie  erection  of 
wooden  buildings  within  certain  limits  of  the  city,  and  which  is  similar  in  its  other  provisions  to 
the  act  in  the  text,  declared  to  be  constitutional,  and  a  city  ordinance  founded  thereon,  (similar 
in  its  provisions  to  the  existing  ordinance  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  passed  28th  of  August,  1826,) 
prescribing  a  penalty  on  conviction  of  the  ofl'ence,  on  indictment,  is  good.  Ruled  in  the  supreme 
court,  at  December  term.  1790,  in  the  case  of  Respnblica  vs.  Duguet,  2  Yeates,  493.  And  there 
have  been  several  late  convictions  for  the  offence  pointed  at  by  this  act,  in  Philadelphia  and 
P  ittsburgh. 

1.  The  act  of  the  10th  April,  1826,  is  analagous  to  that  of  the  18th  April,  1795,  (3  Smith,  246,)  and 
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the  ordinance  of  the  councils  of  Fhiladelpkia,  passed  June  6tli,  1796,  is,  in  substance  and  nearly 
in  words,  similar  to  the  ordinance  of  the  councils  of  Pittsburgh,  passed  28rh  August,  1S2G. 

2.  In  the  case  of  The  Commonwealth  vs.  Philip  Urbin  Duguei,  fully  reported  in  2  Yeates,  493, 
the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  18th  April,  1795,  and  the  validity  of  the  city  ordinances  of  the 
6th  June,  1796,  passed  in  pursuance  thereol',  were  fully  and  carefully  considered  by  some  of  the 
ablest  counsel  at  the  Philadelphia  bnr — Diiponcea.H  and  Rawle  \'nv  the  defendant,  and  hige.rsoll 
for  the  commonwealth.  The  ciuse  is  well  reported,  and  contains  a  mass  of  interesting  informa- 
tion. 5Azp/)c7i,  C.  J.  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  supreme  court,  on  all  the  points  made  by  the 
defendant's  counsel,  in  favor  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  law,  and  the  validity  of  the  ordinance. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  definitely  setded  : 

3.  That  the  act  of  assembly  of  the  10th  April,  1826,  and  the  city  ordinance  of  Pittsburgh,  of  the 
28th  of  August,  1826,  are  constitutional  and  valid.  The  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  in  the 
case  of  the'smjcvs.  Duquet.  is  directly  in  point — 1.  That  the  law  of  the  18th  April,  1795,  empow- 
ering the  corporation  of  Philadelphia  to  pass  ordinances  to  prevent  the  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ings, within  certain  prescribed  limits  of  the  city,  as  they  may  judge  proper,  is  constitnnonal.— 9. 
That  a  city  ordinance  founded  thereon,  prescribing  a  penalty  on  conviction  of  the  offence,  on  in- 
dictment in  the  Mayor's  court,  is  good. 

4.  There  have  been  several  indictments  tried  in  the  Mayor's  court  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh, 
for  offences  under  the  city  ordinance  of  28th  of  August,  1826,  in  which  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
supreme  court,  in  the  case  of  the  State  vs.  Duquet,  have  prevailed  :  the  principal  case,  however, 

15  \h^\.oi  \he  Statexa.Andrcw  Bayne  3.nd  John  Laiigliliii,  iTieHi  at  May  sessions,  1827.  In  this 
case  the  defendants  were  indicted  for  erecting  a  frame  carpenter's  shop,  on  a  lot  near  the  bank 
of  the  Allegheny  river,  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  ordinance.  The  building  was  erected 
by  sinking  posts  in  the  ground  ;  was  weatherboarded  with  rough  boards,  and  roofed  with  the 
same  ;  with  three  or  four  windows,  of  six  lights  each,  and  a  door;  but  no  floor,  except  a  few 
loose  boards  laid  on  the  ground  ;  had  no  fire-place,  or  place  for  a  stove  ;  was  about  30  feet  long, 

16  feet  wide,  and  12  feethigh,  with  a  shed  roof.  The  cause  was  ably  argued  by  Forward  for  the 
defendants,  and  WHkins  and  Watts  for  the  state.  The  jury  found  the  defendants  ^ruJZiT/,  and  they 
were  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  $500  and  costs  of  prosecution.  The  verdict  was  acquiesced  in, 
and  upon  the  parties  agreeing  to  remove  the  building,  the  fine  was  remitted. 

5.  Difficulties  have  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  applicarion  of  the  law,  in  cases  where  par- 
ties have  undertaken  to  remove  frame  or  wooden  buildings  from  one  part  of  a  lot  to  another  part, 
and  from  one  lot  to  another,  and  repairing  and  making  additions  thereto.  The  same  difficulties, 
it  is  understood,  have,  from  time  to  time,  arisen  in  Philadelphia,  on  this  subject;  and,  as  the  cit- 
izens fenerally  were  interested  in  knowing  the  exact  meaning  and  construction  of  the  existing 
laws  relative  to  the  erection  and  removal  of  frame  buildings,  eminentcounsel  were  consulted  and 
the  following  legal  opinion  given  by  R.  IV.  Sijkes,  Esq.,  city  solicitor,  and  Horace  Binney,  Esq. — 
It  is  as  ^ra-pev\y  a^'plicM^  \o  Pittsburgh,  a.st.0  Philadelphia — the  state  of  the  law,  as  respects 
both  cities,  being  precisely  the  same  : — 

Questions  proposed  by  the  City  Commissioners,  under  the  adyice  of  the  Mayor. 

1.  If  a  frame  of  a  wooden  building  is  erected  or  built,  in  the  city  of  Philadelpnia.  on  the  front  or 
any  part  of  a  lot,  within  the  limits,  can  it  be  moved  to  any  other  part  of  the  same  lot? 

2.  Can  a  wooden  building  now  on  a  lot  within  the  limits  be  moved  to  another  lot  within  the 
limits? 

3.  Can  a  wooden  building  be  moved  from  either  of  the  districts  out  of  the  limits,  into  any  part 
of  the  city  which  lies  eastward  of  Broad  street? 

On  the  6th  June,  1796,  an  ordinance  was  passed,  prohibiting  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings, 
within  certain  limits,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  i.  e.  in  those  parts  east  of  Sixth  street,  between 
Race  and  Vine  streets,  and  Walnut  and  Cedar  streets,  and  east  of  Tenth  street,  between  Race 
and  Walnut  streets.  On  the  9th  November,  1826,  a  similar  ordinance  was  passed,  extending 
the  limits,  within  which  the  erection  of  such  buildings  is  prohibited,  and  repealing  the  ordinance 
of  1796.  The  first  section  of  the  last  ordinance  declares — •'  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  ordinance,  no  wooden  mansion  house,  store,  shop,  warehouse,  carriage  house,  or  stable 
shall  be  erected  or  built  witliin  tnat  part  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  lies  eastward  of  Broad 
btreel."  The  second  section  directs  proceedings  by  indictment  for  a  violation  of  the  ordinance, 
and  imposes  a  penalty  of  five  hundred  dollars  on  conviction.  This  ordinance  was  passed  under 
the  authority  of  an  act  of  assembly,  of  April  10,  1826.  The  third  section  of  this  act  authorises 
the  city  councils  to  pass  ordinances,  to  prevent  any  person  or  persons  from  erecting,or  causing  to  be 
erected,  any  wooden  mansion  house,  store,  &c.,  within  such  limits,  as  they  should  describe.  It 
is  a  general  rule  that  a  penal  statute,  is  to  be  construed  strictly.  But,  still,  if  a  statute,  though 
penal,be  made  for  the  good  of  the  community  generally,  and  a  liberal  construction  of  it  is  requir- 
ed by  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  public  at  large ,  it  ought  to  receive  such  construction. 

The  ordinance  and  act  of  assembly  in  question,  are  universally  beneficial.  They  were  enact- 
ed under  a  conviction  that,  as  the  population  of  our  city  was  rapidly  becoming  more  dense,  the 
safety  of  the  lives  and  property  of  individuals  required  that  a  stop  should  be  put  to  the  erection 
of  wooden  buildings,  in  a  certain  portion  of  the  city,  on  ground  not  occupied  by  them  previously. 
The  objectthen  of  the  ordinance  and  actof  assembly,  is  to  prevent  an  increase  of  danger  from 
fire.  'The  wooden  buildings  existing  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  ordinance  are  permitted 
to  stand  as  then  located,  the  greater  number  of  which  will,  it  is  presumed,  become  so  decayed, 
as  to  render  it  expedient  in  the  course, of  a  few  years  for  the  owners  to  supply  their  places  with 
brick  buildings,  rather  than  repair  them.  The  ordinance  names  the  several  kinds  of  buildings, 
which  are  prohibited,  in  any  part  of  the  city  east  of  Broadstreet.  Applying  then,  forthe  reasons 
above  stated,  the  rule  of  a  fair  and  equitable  construction,  as  proper  on  this  occasion  we  must 
endeavor  to  ascertain  whether  the  acts  contemplated  in  the  three  questions,  submitted  for  con- 
ideration,  or  any  of  them,  would  be  an  erecting  of  buildings  within  the  meaning  of  the  statutes. 
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As  to  the  first  and  secondcases,  the  removal  of  a  building  already  erected  on  a  lot  to  another  part 
of  the  same  lot,  and  the  removal  of  a  building  from  a  lot  in  one  p;irt  of  the  city,  to  a  lot  in  another 
part,  both  williin  the  bounds  subject  to  prohibition,  it  appears  tome  they  are  both  within  the 
mischief  intended  to  be  provided  against.  The  legislature  of  the  state,  as  well  as  the  city  coun- 
cils, considered  wooden  buildings,  erected  in  a  populous  city,  as  nuisances,  and  the  language  they 
employ,  sliows  clearly  their  intention,  in  order  to  prevent  an  increase  of  these  nuisances,  to  pro- 
hibit persons  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  froin  erecting  or  placing  a  wooden  building  on  a  spot 
where  none  existed  before,  or  in  oilier  words  to  inhibit  the  creation  of  new  and  frequent  sources 
of  danger  in  places  previously  exempt  from  them.  For  as  regards  the  mischief  there  can  be  no 
difference  wiiether  tiie  building  be  built  frcm  the  foundation  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  term, 
or  removed,  and  erected  or  placed  on  a  new  site. 

At  the  first  view  there  might  perhaps  seem  to  be  a  question  whether  the  principle  would  so 
equally  ap])ly  to  the  case  supposed  in  the  first  question  as  to  that  in  the  second,  on  the  presumption 
that  in  the  instances  of  lemovals  of  buildings  from  one  part  to  another  part  of  the  same  lot,  there 
would  generally  be  but  a  slight  change  of  place,  on  convening  of  the  building  from  one  part  to 
another,  and  remote  part  of  tlie  city,  and  but  little,  if  any  increase  of  danger  from  fire  to  the 
neighborhood  in  which  the  building  might  be  situated.  But  when  we  consider  the  great  extent, 
especially  in  depth,  of  a  large  portion  of  our  city  lots,  and  that  many  of  them  extend  several  hun- 
dred feet  from  large  streets  to  small  streets  and  alleys,  some  of  tliem  by  these  original  bounda- 
ries embracing  streets,  and  lying  on  each  side  of  a  street,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  the  reason 
and  spirit  of  the  law  apply  as  well  in  the  one  instance  as  in  the  other.  If  re:iiovals  of  this  kind 
were  permitted,  a  wooiien  building  might  be  removed  from  its  location,  on  the  front  of  one 
street  to  that  of  another,  to  the  probable  destruction  of  valuable  houses  and  other  properties,  on  ad- 
joining lots,  built  on  the  faith  that  they  would  not  afterwards  be  subject,  by  the  caprice  and  conve- 
nience of  an  individual,  to  such  a  new  and  impending  evil.  Anolberconsequence  would  be  that 
frame  buildings  would  be  crowded  together  at  the  ends  of  lots,  bounding  on  small  alleys,  difficult  of 
access,  and  thus  increase  to  an  immeasurable  extent,  the  risks  so  anxiously  sought  to  be  avoided. 
The  words  of  the  ordinance  are  "erect  or  build."  The  act  of  assembly  uses  only  the  word 
"erect." — They  are  to  be  received,  and  especially  the  word  erect,  in  the  sense  of  the  words  put 
rir place.  An  individual,  therefore,  who  removes  a  building  of  the  description  stated  in  the  act 
or  ordinance,  from  the  spot  on  which  it  pieviously  stood,  and  places  it  on  another  spot,  whether  a 
part  of  the  same  lot  or  another  lot,  does,  according  to  the  ordinary  and  legal  signification  of  the 
term,  and  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  assembly  and  ordinance,  as  certainly  er«ct  the  build- 
ing as  if  he  constructed  it  there  for  the  first  time,  by  the  usual  combination  of  the  necessary  ma- 
terials. In  favor  of  this  view  of  the  subject  there  are  several  strong  considerations.  By  the 
removal  of  any  wooden  building,  whether  for  one  ^or  more  squares,  so  much  damage  is  una- 
voidably done  to  it  as  to  render  necessary  the  repair  and  addition  almosttantamount  to  a  renew- 
al, prolonging  in  this  way,  the  danger  to  adjoining  property  by  its  prolonged  existence.  Again, 
a  wooden  building  may  be  now  standing  in  any  partof  the  city  not  very  populous  atpreseni,  and 
would  probably  decay  before  much  inconvenience  could  be  apprehended.  If,  however,  the 
owner  has  the  right  to  remove  it  from  one  part  of  the  city  to  another  part,  he  may  remove  it  to 
any  of  the  most  thickly  settled  parts.  There  would  be  no  restriction  of  his  will.  The  ordinance 
of  1796  is  repealed  by  the  ordinance  of  1826. 

He  might  then  transfer  the  building  within  the  limits  formerly  prescribed  by  the  ordinance  of 
1796,  which  undoubtedly  he  could  not  legally  have  done  whilst  that  ordinance  was  in  force,  and 
thus  create,  in  the  very  heart  of  our  metropolis,  the  certain  means  of  incalculable  damage  and 
destruction.  Tliese  evils  the  legislature  certainly  intended  to  guard  against,  and  it  appears  to 
me,  they  have  done  so.  As  to  tee  third  question  it\"illat  once  be  perceived,  on  the  ground 
already  suggested,  that  an  answer  in  the  negative  must  necessarily  be  given.  On  the  whole, 
then,  J  am  of  the  opinion  that  tiie  erection  of  any  of  the  buildings  above  enumerated,  under 
the  circumstances  stated  in  anj'  of  the  three  questions,  is  prohibited  by  the  act  6f  assembly  and 
ordinance.  R.  W.  SYKES 

March  3,  ".827. 

I  concur  in  thii  opinion.  A  wooden  building  placed  upon  any  part  of  the  interdicted  limits 
after  the  date  of  the  ordinance,  is  in  violation  of  it  from  whatever  place  in  or  out  of  the  limits  it 
may  tiave  been  brought.  HOR.  BINNKY. 

March  12,  1827. 

Several  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  Union  have  adopted  ihe  same  means  to  prevent  the  erec- 
tion of  Wooden  buildings,  as  are  now  in  force  in  Philadelphia  und  /  iltsbugh.  In  New  York,  the 
•'act  for  the  more  effectual  prevenlinn  of  fires  in  the  ciiy  of  iVcw  York,"  passed  the  9th  April, 
1823,  is  analagous  to  the  <irdinani-e  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  of  the  28th  of  August,  182ti.and 
its  provisions  are  rigidly  enforced,  to  the  great  benetll  and  advantage  o  the  community  at  large. 
There,  as  well  as  in  P  iitsburgh,  the  law  was  opposed  ;  and  among  the  earlie.-t  cases  that  occur- 
red under  the  act  of  9ih  April,  1823,  is  the  following  : — The  defendant  was  indicted  for  erecting 
a  building  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  9th  April,  1823.  It  appeared  that  the 
building  was  29  feet  by  22,  and  two  storie.i  high.  It  had  been  erected  liy  raising  a  shed  which 
had  been  built  a  great  number  of  years,  about  six  feet ;  and  enclosing  and  covering  it  with  a  roof. 
It  also  appeared  by  the  testimony,  that  new  sills  were  added,  that  it  covered  the  same  space  of 
ground  when  raised  that  itdidbef  ire;  that  the  roof  was  only  repaired  ;  that  it  wis  raised  six  feet, 
or  at  most  seven  feet;  that  before  it  was  only  a  shed,  out  that  now  it  was  a  comfortable  work  shop; 
that  its  danger  was  much  increaseil  by  the  addition  of  a  greaier  quantity  of  combur.tible  materi- 
als, and  on  account  of  its  height.  The  question  was,  whether  this  was  erecting  a  building  within 
the  act.  lUker,  Recorder.  This  building  is  within  the  fire  limits,  as  defined  by  the  act,  and  the 
sole  question  for  thejury  to  decide,  is  whether  this  building  falls  within  the  prohibition  intend- 
ed by  the  statute.  At  common  law  a  building  of  wood  might  have  been  erected,  and  wa.<>  often 
greeted  in  cities  and  towns,  until  the  frequent  caution  given  to  the  legislature  of  their  danger  ou« 
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tendency,  by  numerous  hres,  and  conflagrations,  that  not  only  destroyed  the  houses  and  proper- 
ty in  them,  but  many  valuable  lives  ;  to  prevent  which  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  passed 
several  prohibitory  statutes,  1  Black.  Com.  87,  and  by  the  legislature,  by  the  several  statutes  be- 
fore mentioned.  The  legislature  meant  to  guard  the  city  against  fires.  This  is  the  mischief 
they  intended  to  prevent ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  so  to  construe  the  acts  of  assembly,  as  that 
intent  may  be  carried  into  effect.  With  this  view  of  the  case,  we  are  of  opinion  that  amj  ma- 
terial alteration  in  the  building,  any  eonsiderahle  augmentation  of  it,  so  as  to  enlarge^ts  dimen- 
sions laterally  or  in  ils  sides,  is  within  the  meaning,  and  therefore  within  the  act.  If  raised  a 
story,  as  in  the  case  now  before  the  court,  it  must  be  done  by  the  addition  of  combustible  ma- 
terials :  thebuildiiigis  higher  than  it  was  before,  and  if  on  fire  not  so  easily  extinguished.  We 
are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  within  the  act,  as  it  is  clearly  within  the  mischief  the  legislature  meant 
to  prevent.  The  jury  found  the  defendant  guilty.  The  people  vs.  Luke  Marley,  2  Wheeler'i 
C'rim.  Cas.  74. 
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